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Section 101. 

Section 102. 

Section 103. 

Section 104. 

Section 105. 

Sectfon 106. 

Section 101. 

ARTICLE I 

NIAGARA COUNTY AND ITS GOVERNMENT 

Title and Purpose 

County Status. Powers and Duties 

.Effect on State Laws 

Effect on local Laws and Resolutions 

Local Government Functions, Facilities & Powers 
Not Transferred, ·Al tered or Impaired 

Contracts-with Public Corporations & Public 
Authorities 

Definitions 

Section 101. Title and Purpose. This charter together with 
any and all amendments hereto, if any, shall provide for and 
constitute the form of government for Niagara County, and shall 
supersede any and all other forms of government for the County 
of Niagara, including any charter previously adopted, and shall 
be kno\'~n and may be cited as the "Niagara County Charter". 
Among other purposes of this charter are the following: Separation 
of County Legislative and Executive functions and responsibilities; 
the securing of the greatest possible County Home Rule and the 
accomplishment of an increased efficiency, economy and responsi-
bi 1 i ty in the I~i agara County Government. 

Section 102. County Status, Powers and Duties. Niagara 
County, upon adoption of this charter, as hereinafter provided, 
shall be and remain a municipal corporation under its then 
name and shall exercise all of the rights, privileges, functions 
and powers conferred upon it by this charter, code and any 
other applicable statute not inconsistent with such charter or 
code. It shall be subject to all duties and obligations imposed 
upon it by existing or subsequ~nt laws not inconsistent herewith. 
including all powers necessarily incidental to or which may be 
fairly implied from the powers specifically conferred upon 
such county. 

Section 103. Charter Effect on State Laws. This charter 
provides a form and structure of County Government in accordance 
with the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the 
State of New York, and all special laws relating to Niagara 
County and -all general laws of the State of New York, shall 
continue in full force and effect except to the extent that 
such laws have been repeal~d, amended, modified or superseded 
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Article I con't.; 

••••• in their application to Niagara County by enactment 
and adoption of this charter and code. Within the limitations 
prescribed in said Municipal Home Rule Law wherever and 
whenever any state law, general, special or local in effect, 
conflicts with this charter or the code or is inconsistent 
therewith, such law shall be deemed to the extent of such 
conflict or inconsistency, to be superseded by this charter 
and code insofar as the County of Niagara and its government 
are affected. 

Section 104. Charter Effect on local Laws, and 
Resolutions. All local laws and resolutions of the 
Legislature of the County of Niagara heretofore adopted, and 
all of the laws of the State relating to the Towns. Cities, 
Villages or Districts of the County of Niagara, shall continue 
in full force and effect except to the'extent that such laws 
have been repealed. amended, modified or superseded in their 
application to Niagara County by the enactment and adoption 
of this charter and code. 

Section 105. local Government Functions. Facilities & 
Po \.It ~-! ~ Not T ran 5 ~e r , .. e d f {\ 1 t ere d ~ l" Imp ai \~ e d • U 0 fun c t ion \\ 
facillty~ duty or power of any CltYt town, village, school 
district or other district or of any officer thereof is or 
shall be transferred. altered or impaired by this charter 
or code. 

Section 106. Contracts with Public cor~orations & 
Public Authorities. The County of Niagara s all have power 
to contract with any public corporation including but not 
limited to a municipal district or public benefit corporation 
as defined in Section 66 of the General Construction Law or 
with any public authority or comuination of the same for the 
establishment, maintenance and operation of any facility 
and the rendering of any service which each of the contracting 
parties would have legal authority to establish, maintain, 
operate or render for itself. The costs and expenses incurred 
as well as charges for central,facilities and administrative 
services relating thereto shall be borne proportionately by 
each such contracting party as agreed upon. 

Section 107. Definitions. Wherever used in this' charter, 
unless otherwise expressly' stated, or unless the context 
or subject matter otherwise requires: 
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Article I can't. 

Ca) "county" shall mean the County of Ni~gara. 

(b) "charter" and~ounty charter" shall mean the Niagara 
County charter and all amendments thereto. 

(c) "code" shall mean the Niagara County administrative 
code and all amendments thereto. 

(d) "county legislature" shall mean the elective 
legislative body of the County of Niagara. 

(e) "administrative unit" shall mean any department. 
executive division, institution, office or other agency of 
county government except a bureau, division, section or _ 
other subordinate part of any of the foregoing. ' 

, --
(f) "administrative head" shall mean the head of any 

administrative unit. 

(g) "authorized agency" shall mean any agency authorized 
by this charter, administrative code, or applicable law, 
including but ,not limited to those authorized by section 224 
of the county law, to receive and expend county funds for a 
county purpose. 

(h) "executive division ll shall include but not be limited, 
to the divisions of budget, purchase, central services, economi~ 
development and planning and such other divisions of the executive 
department as may be hereinafter authorized. 

( ; ) II q U or urn U s hall me a n a rna j or i t y 0 f the whole n' u m be r 
of the membership of the board, commission, body or other 
group of persons or officers charged with any county public 
po," e r' , aut h 0 r i t Y 0 r d u t Y to be per for m e d 0 rex e r c ; 5 e d by 
the 111 j 0 i n t 1 y, and not 1 e sst han a m a j 0 r i t Y 0 f the \'/ h ole 
number may perform and exerci se such pOh'er, authori ty or 
d u t y • •• Whole n u m be r II s hal 1 mea nth e tot a 1 n u m be r w hie 'h the 
board, commission. body or other group of persons or officers 
W 0 U 1 d h a v e, \., ere the r e nova can c i e s. and \'/ ere non e 0 f the 
persons or officers disqualified from acting. 
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Sect)on 201 • 

Section 202. 

Section 203. 

Section 204. 

Section 205. 

Section 206. 

Section 207. 

ART II C L E . I I 

LEG I -S L i\ T 1 V EB RAN C H 

The County Legislature & Term of Office 

Powers and Duties 

Local Laws; Definitions; Power to Adopt, 
Amend and Repeal; Effect on Legislative Acts 

Form and Procedure 

'Filing & Publication of Local Laws; Judicial 
Notice 

Referendum 

Effective Date 

Section 201. & Term of Office. The 
Legislators of the oun y o' lagara, Wlen aw u y convened, 
shall constitute the Uiagara County Legislature, which shall be 
the legislative, appropriating, . and 'pol;cy-deterniin- -
ing body of the County. ' 

The tel"'m of off; ce of the members of the County Leg is 1 a ture 
shall be four years and ihall begin on the 1st day of January 
next follo\'ling their election. 

Section 202. Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise 
provided in this charter t the county legislature shall have and 
exercise all SUCll powers and duties now or hereafter conferred 
or imposed on said legislature by applicable law t and any and 
all powers necessarily implied or incidental th~reto, and in 
addition, shall have, but not by way of limitation. the following 

-powers and duties: 

~a) To make appropriations, levy taxes, incur indebtedness 
and adopt a budget. 

(b) To exercise all powers of local legislation in 
relation to enacting, amending or rescinding local laws, 
legalizing acts, resolutions or other legislation subject 
to veto by the County Executive in only such instances as are 
specifically provided in this charter, code or by other 
applicable law. 
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\ 
Arttc1e II con't. 

(c) By local law to adopt. amend and/or repeal an 
administrative code which shall set forth the details of 
administration of the County Government consistent with 
the provisions of this charter, and which code may.·contain 
revisions, simplifications, consolidations, modifications 
and restatements of special laws. local laws, 
resolutions, rules and regulations consistent with this 
charter or amendments thereto. 

(d) By local law to crepte. alter, combine or 
abolish County administrative units not headed by elective 
officials. 

(e) To adopt by resolution all necessary rules and 
regulations for its own conduct and procedure. 

(f) Subject to the constitution and general laws of 
the State of New York, to fix the number of hours consti
tuting·a legal day·s work for all classes of count~ employees 
and grant to the appointing officer or board authorlty to 
stagger working hours. 

(g) To fix compensation of all officers and employees paid 
from County funds. 

(h) To fix the amount of bonds of officers and 
employees paid from County funds. 

(i) To make such studies and investigations as it 
deems to be in the best interests of the County and in 
connection therewith to obtain and employ professional 
and technical advice, appoint temporary advisory boards 
of citizens, subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, and 
require the production of books, papers and other evidence 
deemed necessary or material to such study or inquiry. 

(j) To legalize and validate any act had and taken in 
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Article II con't. 

• • • • • con n e c t ; 0 n \'/ ; t hal a h' f u 1 m un; c ; pal pur p 0 s e 0 r for 
a la\'1ful municipal object or purpose by the governing board 
or other local body, officer, or agency of a municipality, 
who 11 Y '''i i t h ; nth e C 0 u n t y. ; nth e man n e r P r-' a v ide d by Sec t ; an 
Two-hundred Twenty-seven of the County Law. 4 ~ 

(k) To create such positions as may be deemed necessary 
and in the best interests of county government. 

(1) To determine and make provision for any matter 
of County Government not otherwise provided for, including, 
but not by way of limitation, any necessary matter involved 
in the transition to this charter form 'of Government. 

Section 203. local laHsi'Definition; Power to Adopt, 
and R c e a 1; E f fee ton L e 1 S , a t i v c Act s • A 1 0 c a 1 1 a ''I i S a · 

aw adopted pursuant to tillS charter within the power granted 
by the Constitvtion, act of the legislature or provision 
of this charter, and shall not include a resolution or 
legalizing act. 

The County may adopt, amend and repeal a local law •. A 
local law may relate to the property, affairs or government of 
the county. In the exercise of such power the county may change, 
supersede or amend any act of the New York State Legislature 
except as otherwise specifically prohibited by the Municipal 
Home Rule Law of the State of New York. Such power shall 
include but not be limited to whatever power is vested in any 
county in the State of New York or the elective governing 
body thereof to adopt, amend and repeal local laws granted 
by any provisions of general laws, special laws, charters, 
administrative codes, special acts or local laws. 

Section 204. Form and PrOcedure. Every local law shall 
be ent~tled, "Local Law No. __ , Year "(amending. etc. or 
otherWlse as the case may ocr: If a local 1a\'I amends a specific 
s tat est a t ute 0 r s p e c i fie 1 0 calla "/ t the mat t e r t 0 bee 1 i m ; nat e d 
shall be enclosed in brackets of parenthesis and the new matter 



Article II con't. 

••••• underscored or italicized. 

Except as may otherwise be provided in this charter, the 
procedure for the adoption of a local law including referendum, 
mandatory or permissive, shall be as provided in the code'and 
in the absence thereof by applicable law. 

Section 205. Filing and Publication of Local Laws; 
JUdicial Notice. The filing and publication of local laws shall 
be as provided by The Municipal Home Rule Law or other applicable 
statute and the Court shall take judicial notice of all local laws 
and of rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

Section 206. Referendum. A local law shall be subject 
to mandatory or permissive referendum when required or 
authorized by applicabl,e law. 

Section 207. Effective Date. After adoption, every local 
law shall become effective when filed in the Office of the 
Secreta~y of t~e State of New York. or on such later date 
as may be provided in said local law. 
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Section 301. 

Section 302. 

Section 303. 

Section 304. 

Section 305. 

Section 306. 

Section 307. 

Section 308. 

Section 309. 

Sect; on 31 O. 

Section 311. 

I\RTICL[ III 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH \ 

\ 

County Executive; Election; Qualifications 
and Compensation 

Powers and Duties 

Removal of County Executive 

Act i n 9 Co un ty E >~ e cut; ve; How 0 e s i 9 n ~l ted; 
Hhen to Act . 

Division of Budget 

Division of Purchase 

Division of Central Services 

Division of Economic Development & Planninq 

Administrative Heads; Term; Interim Appointment; 
Appointment of Other Officers and Employees 

Confirmation by County Legislature 

Veto Power 

Section 301. County Executive; Election; Qualifications 
and Compensation. There shall be a County Executive who shall 
be elected from the County at large, and who shall at all times 
be a qualified elector of the County. The County Executive 
shall hold no other public office except as otherwise herein 
provided; shall give his whole time to the duties of the office, 
and shall receive therefor a cor~pensation as fixed by the County 
Legislature. The term of office shall begin with the first 
day of January, 1976, next following his election and shall 
be for four years. 

Section 302. Powers and Duties. It shall be the duty of 
the County Executive, subject to the provisions of this charter 
and code, to supervise and direct the internal structure and 
organization of each department. Except as may otherwise be 
provided in this charter and subject to confirmation by the 
County Legislature where provided, the County Executive shall 
appoint the head of every County Department and Office and 
members of County Boards and Commissions. 
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Article III, Sectian'302 - can't. 

In addition to any other powers and duties provided by 
this charter or code, the County Executive shall: i 

(a) Supervise and direct the internal structure and 
organization of each department or other administrative unit, 
the head of which he has power to appoint. 

(b) Determine and fix real property equalization rates 
among the various County taxing districts for County purposes 
and file same with the County Legislature on or before the 
first day of November in each year. '\ 

(c) Designate one or several depositories located within 
the County for deposit of County funds, subject to approval by 
the County Legislature. 

(d) Approve or disapprove sufficiency of sureties on 
official bonds and undertakings. . 

(e) Report to the County Legislature annually at the close 
of the fiscal year, or as soon thereafter as practicable but in 
no event later than the first day of March, and at such other 
times as the County Legislature shall direct, the activities of 
the several administrative units and departments of the County 
during the preceding fiscal or current year in such detail as the 
County Legislature shall require and direct. 

(f) Appoint a member of the County Legislature to serve as 
Chairman of such Legislature: (1) for the remainder of the 
calendar year in case the County Legislature has failed to select 
a Chairman on or before February 1, or (2) for the unexpired term 
of the previous Chairman in case the County Legislature"has failed 
to select a Chairman within thirty days after a vacancy has dccurred 
in the office of the Chairman. 

(Q) Perform such other duties and have such other powers as 
may be~prescribed for him by law, code, ordinance or resolution of 
the County Legislature. 

(h) Have such necessary, implied and incidental powers to 
perform and exercise the duties and functions specified above or 
lawfully delegated to him. 

Section 303. Removal of County Executive. The County 
Executive may be removed in the manner provroed in the Public 
Officers Law for the removal of other County officers. 
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Article III can't. (2) 

Section 304. Acting County Executive; How Oesiqnated; 
When to Act. The County Executive shall designate tn writing 
one or more appointive department or executive division heads 
to perform the duties of the county executive during the latter's 
temporary inability to perform by reason of absence from the 
County or disability. Such appointment, with order of succession 
specified, shall be filed with the Clerk of the County Legislature 
and any such designation may be revoked at any time by the county 
executive filing a new designation with the Clerk of the County 
Legislature. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the county 
executive, the acting county executive shall serve until the 
vacancy is filled pursuant to this charter. 

In the event that no acting county executive has Deen 
designated or is able to serve, the County Legislature shall 
designate an appointive department or executive division head 
to perform the duties of the office during the inability of the 
county executive to perform by reason of absence from the County 
or disability. 

Section 305. Division of Budget. There shall be in the 
office of the. county executive a division of the budget headed 
by a budget director who shall be appointed by, and serve at the 
pleasure of, the county executive, subject to confirmation by the 
County Legislature. The budget director shall assist in the 
preparation and administration of the operating and capital 
budgets and program, and in the study of administrative efficiency 
and economy. . 

Section 306. Division of Purchase. There shall be in the 
office of the county executive, a division of purchase, the head 
of which shall be a purchasing director who shall be appointed by, 
and serve at the pleasure, of the county executive, subject to 
confirmation by the County Legislature; the purchasing director 
shall, in accordance with the requirements as to advertising and 
competitive bidding, make purchases and sales of all materials, 
supplies and equipment and contract for rental or servicing of 
equipment for the County, except as otherwise provided in this 
charter or the code. He shall not contract for or furnish any 
services, equipment or other articles except upon receipt of 
authorized requisitions and certifications as to availability of 
funds. 

Section 307. Division of Central Services. There shall be 
in the office of the county executive a division of central services 
headed by a central services director who shall be appointed by, 
and serve at the pleasure of the county executive, subject to 
confirmation by the County Legislature. Such director shall have 
such powers and perform such duties in relation to and including, 
but not limited to, storage of supplies and materials, printing 
and mimeographing, mailing and data processing as shall be 
prescribed in the administrative code. 
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Article III con't. (3) 

Section 308. Division of Economic Development & Pl~nninq. 
The~e shall be in the office of the County Executive, a division 
of economic development and planning, headed by a director who 
shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the County 
Executive, subject to confirmation by the County Legislature. 
There shall continue to be a Niagara County Planning Board as 
provided by law. 

The director shall assist the director of the Division of 
Budget in the preparation and administration of the capital budget 
and program and shall offer grantsmanship services to the same 
division. The director shall assist the County Executive with 
other executive planning, including preparation of all county 
plans. The director may contract to perform professional services 
with any municipality or municipalities, subject to approval by 
the County Executive and the Legislature, and shall act as a 
resource service for municipalities in acquiring funds for programs 
from sources other than county government, and assist them in 
preparing necessary documents. The director shall conduct such 
studies relating to county government, business and affairs as 
the Executive or Legislature deem necessary, with recommendations 
for program implementation. The director shall also cooperate with 
organizations, agencies and individuals to secure desirable 
industrial and commercial development of Niagara County, and his office 
shall act as a clearing house for such information concerning the 
County, and shall make an annual report and undertake projects 
desi~,ned to improve communications betvJeen local and county 
go v (; I" n men tan d bet \-, e E! n go ve r n men tan d p r i vat e bus i n e s s . The 
director shall perform such other and related duties as required 
by the County Executive. 

Section 309. Administrative Heads; Term; Interim Appointment; 
Appointment of Other Officers and Employees. The County Executive 
may appoint one head for one or more departments or other adminis
trative units, subject to any and all requirements as to qualifi
cations and confirmation, or may himself so serve without such 
confirmation. 

All appointments by the County Executive shall be in writing 
and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature 
and the County Clerk within ten days after the date of such 
appointment. No such appointee shall hold office beyond the term 
oft h e C 9 u n t y E x e C tJ t i ve b j' who m the a p poi n t men t \,1 a sma dec x c e pta s 
otherwise provided by this charter and except that unless removed 
he shall continue to serve until his successor is appointed and 
has qualified or until an interim ~ppointmcnt is made. 
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Article III can't. (5) 

Upon confirmation by the County Legislature an,d qualifying 
for the office, an appointee to the position of a head of a 
department or any administrative unit shall enter' upon the duties 
thereof. In the event the County Legislature has neither confirmed 
nor rejected an appointment within a period of forty days after 
the f ; 1 i n 9 the l" e 0 f wit h the C 1 e r k 0 f the Leg i s 1 a t u r e , . sue hap poi n t -
ment shall be deemed to be confirmed. Awaiting action by the 
County Legislature. the County Executive may designate a qualified 
person to serve as such head for a period not to exceed forty days 
in any calendar year~ 

All'other officers and employees of each department or other 
admini~trative unit, shall be appointed·by the head thereof, within 
appropriations therefor. The County Executive shall, within 
a p pro p r; a t ion s the ref 0 r, a p poi n t \'/ ; tho u t the. a p pro val 0 f the 
County Legislature such officers and employees in his own office 
as may be.necessary for the full discharge and performance of 
his duties. 

Section 310. Confirmation by County Leq;slature. Confirmation 
of· appointment when required shall be by affirmative vote of a 
majority of the whole number of the members of the County Legislature 
taken at a regular or special meeting. 

Section 311. Veto Power. 

(a) General Veto Power. The County Executive 
shall have power, within ten (10) days after the passage by the 
N i a gar a . C au n t y Leg i s 1 a t u reo f a 1 0 calla \'/ o}" res 0 1 uti 0 n, to vet 0 any 
1 0 calla \'1 0 r res 0 1 uti 0 n. A d u p 1 i cat e of eve r'y 1 0 calla \<J s hal 1 be 
certified by the clerk of the legislature and filed by said clerk 
\'Ii t h the Co U n t y E x e cut i v e \~,; t h i n f i ve (5) d ay s aft e r ; t s r ass age. 
If the County Executive approves it, he shall sign it and return to 
such clerk and it shall be deemed to be adopted. If he vetoes it, 
he shall return it to such clerk and must set forth his written 
objections thereto and the clerk shall present the same with such 
objections to the Legislature at its next regular or special meetin0 
and such objections shall be entered in its journal. The Legislature, 
within thirty (30) days after its return to the clerk may, by a 
two-thirds vote of the whole number of its members, override such 
veto. Only one vote shall be had to override such veto, Vlhich vo~e 
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Article III can't. (6) 

shall be taken by roll cal' and entered in the journal. ~f, 
within ten (10) days after its passage, the County Execut1ve 
shall not return it either approved or vetoed to the clerk, 
it shall be deemed to be adopted with like effect as if he 
had approved and signed it. , , 

\ 

(b) Line Item Veto Power. The Executive, 
within five days, may separately disapprove the sum of money 
appropriated by anyone or more items, or parts of items in 
any law or resolution appropriating money for the use of the 
county government or any agency or commission, in any manner 
provided herein. The one or more separate items or parts of 
items disapproved shall be void to the .extent that they have 
been disapproved, unless they shall be separately restored to 
the law or resolution and become effective by the vote of 
two-thirds of the members of the Legislature. 
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ARTICLE IV 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

Section 401. Department of Finance; Commissioner; 
Election; Elective Office of Treasurer 
Abolished. . ! 

Section 402. Powers and Duties 

Section 403. Divisions of the Department 

Section 401. Department of Finance; Commissioner; 
Election; Elective Office of Treasurer Abolished. There 
shall be a department of finance headed by a commissioner 
of finance who shall be elected from the county at large. 
His term of office shall be for four years beginning 
with the first day of January next following his election. 
The provisions of this section with respect to such election 
shall not take effect until the general election of 1976, 
at which time a commissioner of finance shall be elected 
for a four year term to commence January 1, 1977, and 
every commissioner of finance elected thereafter shall 
have a term of four years. At the time of his election 
and throughout his term of office he shall be a qualified 
elector of the county, shall devote his Whole time to the 
duties of his office, and shall hold no other public office. 
The elective office of county treasurer shall be abolished 
as of January 1, 1977. 

Section 402. Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise 
provided in this charter or code, the commissioner of 
finance shall: 
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ARTICLE IV - Section 402, conlt. 

\ 

\ 

( a ) bet h e chi e f f i s cal 0 f f ice ran d the c h. i e f a c c 0 ~ n ti i n 9 
officer of the county; 

(b) collect, receive, have custody of, deposit and disburse 
all fees, revenues and other funds of the county or for which the 
county is responsible; 

(c) submit reports to the County Legislature in such form 
and d~tail and at such times as may be prescribed by the County 
Legislature; 

(d) perform all duties now performed by a county treasurer or 
other county officer in relation to the collection of taxes; 

(e) except as otherwise expressly provided in this charter 
or code, have all the powers and perform all the duties conferred 
or imposed upon a county comptroller under the County Law; 

(f) prescribe the form of receipts, vouchers, bills or 
claims to be filed by all administrative units, departments, offices 
or officials, institutions, and other agencies of the county; 

(g) audit all books, records and account~ of the various 
administrative units, departments, offices or officials paid 
from County funds, institutions and other agencies of the County 
,including bond and note registers and trust accounts, and the ' 
accrual and collection of all county revenues and receipts 
and for this purpose have access to all such books, record~ and 
accounts at any timet subject to the periodic audit done by 
the Certified Public Accountant as herein provided: 

(h) examine and approve for payment all contracts, purchase 
orders, and other documents by which the county incurs financial 
obligations, having ascertained before approval that monies have 
been duly appropriated or provided for and alloted to meet such 
obligations and will be available when such obligations shall have 
become due and payable, and record such obligations and encumbrances 
of the respective appropriations from which such obligations are 
to be paid. 

(i) Approve all bills, invoices, payrolls and 
other evidence of claims, demands, or charges pa1d from county 
funds or by any county agency or payments for which the county, 
its officers or agents are responsible, except when payment shall 
be ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction, and determine the 

-15-



ARTICLE IV - Section 402. Sutd. (1) conat. 

(i) •••• regularity and correctness of the same; 

(j) prescribe such methods of accounting for the county and 
its administrative units and agencies as he may deem necessary. 
provided the same shall have been approved by the county executive 
and the state comptroller; 

(k) perform such other duties pertaining to the fina~cial 
affairs of the county as may be directed by the county legislature, 
the county executive or by any law or by any officer of the state 
authorized to do so by law. 

Section 403. Divisions of the Department. There shall be 
the following divisions within the Department-of Finance: Division 
of Accounting and Payroll. Division of Taxation and Division of 
Audit. Each division shall be headed by a Deputy appointed by 
the Commissioner of Finance. subject to approval by the County 
Legislature. 
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Section 501. 

Section 502. 

Section 5'0'3. 

Section 504. 

Section 505. 

Section 506. 

Section 507. 

Section 508. 

Secti on' 509. 

Section 51O. 

Section 5 1 1 • 

Section 512. 

Section !3l3. 

Section 514. 

Section 515. 

ARTICLE V 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Fiscal Year 
\ 
I 

Preparation of Proposed Budget and Capital 
Program 

Proposed Budget and Capital Pro~ram by County 
,~xecuti ve 

Budget ~1essage 

Review of Proposed Budget; Capital Program and 
message 

Public Hearing 

Adoption of Budget 

Levy of Taxes; Inclusion of Reserve for Uncollected 
Taxes 

Appropriations; Supplemental and Emergency 

Appropriations: Reduction and Transfer After Budget 
Adoption 

Certain Resolutions of the County Legislature 
require a Two Thirds Vote 

Certain Obligations and Payments Prohibited 

Performance of Acts: Scheduling 

Summary of Receipts and Expenditures 

Independent Audit 

Sec ti 0 n 5' a 1 • F i s cal Yea r • The f i s cal yea r 0 f the co u n t y 
shall begin with the-rirst day of January and end with the last 
day of December of each year. 

Sec t ion 50 2 • P r~'p a rat ion 0 f Pro po sed Bud get and C_~~ tal 
Pro~. The budgetcflrectorshaTl prepare a 'propose,I"l)udqet 
and capital program for submission to the County Executive in 
such manner and form as shall be prescribed by this charter or 
the code. -
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Article V con't. 

S~ction 503. Proposed Buoget and Capital Pr~~ram by County 
Execut1ve. The County [xecut1ve shall sUbmit to tne clerk of 
the county legislature, on or before the 5th day of October of 

·each year, for consideration by such legislature~ a proposed 
budget for the ensuing fiscal year, and a capital program 
for the next· six fiscal years. 

Upon its submission, the proposed .budget and capital program 
and budget message hereinafter provided shall become a public 
record in the office of the clerk of the County Legislature, 
and copies of the same shall be made available by such Clerk for 
distribution •. 

The proposed budget shall prescnt a. complete financial 
plan for the county and its administrative units for the ensuing 

... 

fiscal year setting forth proposed expenditures and anticipated surplus a' 
revenues t and shall include: (1) an operation and maintenance 
expense budget and (2) a capital budget covering debt service, 
down payments and other current capital financing. and proposed 
borrowing, if a~y. 

Section 504. Budget Message. The County Executive shall 
also submit with the proposed budget, a message explaining the 
~ain·features of the budget including among other things, a 
gene~al summary thereof with such supporting schedules as he 
may de~m desirable or the County Legislature may by resolution 
require. Such schedules stlall exhibit the aggregate figures of 
the proposed budget in such manner as to show a balanced relation
ship between the total estimated expenditures and the total 
estimated income for the ensuing fiscal year, and shall compare 
these figures with the actual receipts and expenditures for the 
last completed fiscal year and the appropriations for the 
current fiscal year. Such budget message shall also outline 
the existing and any proposed financial policies of the county 
relating to the capital program describing each capital 
improvement proposed to be undertaken within the ensuing fiscal 
year, showing the estimated cost, the pending or proposed 
method of financing it and the projected operation and maintenance 
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Article V - conlt. (2) 

••••••• expense. The budget message shall contain 
such additional information or comments as are deem~d 
advisable by the county executive. 

Section 505. Review of Proposed Budget; Capital Program 
and Message. The county legislature ana tfie finance 
committee designated by such legislature shall review the 
proposed budget, the capital program and budget message 
as submitted by the county executive and shall, not later 
than the 7th day of November, file with the clerk of 
the county legislature its report including any recommenda
tions proposed therein. 

Such report shall become a public record in the office 
of the clerk of the County Legislature, and copies thereof 
shall be made available by such clerk for distribution. 

Section 506. Public Hearing. Not later than the 8th 
day of NoveQber, the clerk of the County Legislature shall 
cause to be published in the official newspaper and such 
other newspapers as may be designated by the County Legis
lature, a notice of the place and time, not less than five 
days after such publication nor later than the 21st day of 
November, at which the County Legislature will hold a 
public hearing on the proposed budget, the capital program, 
the budget message submitted by the County Executive and 
the report submitted by the County Legislature and a 
committee designated by such Legislature. 
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Article V - conlt. (3) 

Section 507. Adoption of Budget. 

(a) After the conclusion of the public 
hearing, the County Legislature may strike items of 
appropriation or anticipated revenues from the tent~ 
ative budget or reduce items therein, excepting , 
appropriations required by law or for debt service. 

The Legislature may add items to 
or increase items in such budget. 

(b) If a budget has not been adopted by the 
County Legislature, subject to the. line item veto power of 
the County Executive as set forth in Section 3ll(b} on or 
before the 25th day of November, then the proposed budget 
as submitted by the County Executive shall be the budget 
for the ensuing fiscal year. 

(c) The budget as formally adopted should 
be balanced. 

(d) Five: (5) copies of the budget as 
adopted shall be certified by the Clerk of the 
County Legislature and one each of such copies shall 
be filed in the office of the County Executive, the 
offices of the &udget Director, the Commissioner of 
Finance and the Clerk of the County Legislature. 

The budget as so certified shall 
be printed or otherwise reporduced and copies shall 
be made available. 
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Article V canlt. (4) 

Section 508. Levy of Taxes; In~lusion of Res~rve for 
Uncollected Taxes. The net county tax requirement, deter
mine'cr"by subtracting the total estimated revenues and surplus 
from the total proposed expenditures as set forth in the 
adopted budget, shall be levied in advance by the County 
Legislature on the taxable real property of the several tax 
districts of the county. The taxes so levied shall include 
a n am 0 un t to be k no \<J n a s II res e r v e fo run colle c ted t a xes II 
which shall be a county charge. 

The County Legislature shall fix 
the a Tn 0 U n t 0 f s' u c has u mas the y may dee m s u f f; c i en t 
to produce in cash fl"om the collection of taxes and 
o the l~ rev e n u e s d uri n 9 the yea r, m 0 n e y s r e qui red to 
me c t the est i mat e d e x pen d ; t u res 0 f S I) C h y C Cl r t p t" 0 v ide d , 
h 0 \'1 eve r l t hilt s u c h res e r v e for u nco 1 1 e c ted t a xes s hal 1 
be not less than the face amount of unpaid taxes for 
the preceding completed fiscal year. 

The amount of all taxes, s~ccial 
ad valorem levies and special assessments levied upon 
any parcel of real property by the C6unty Legislature 
s hall, e x c e pta sot her \v i see x pre s sly p l' 0 v ide d b'y 1 a H t 

be and becol~e ali en thel'eon as of the fi rs t day 
of ,Ja.nuary of the fiscal year' for \·/hich levied and 
shdl1 remain a lien until paid. 

Section 509. A Su 
All supplemental and emergency 
accordance with the provisions 
applicable State law. 
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Article Y' con't~ (5) 

Section 510. Appropriations; Reduction and Transfer After 
Budqet Adontion. If at any tlme durlng the rlscai year It 
appears that the revenues available will be insufficient to 
meet the amounts appropriated, the County Executive shall 
report to the County Legislature without delay the estimated 
amount of the deficit; remedial action taken by him, and his 
recommendations as to further action~ The County Legislature 
shall take such action as it deems necEssary to prevent or 
minimize any deficit. For that purpose it may by resolution 
reduce one or more aporopriations; but no appropriation for 
debt service may be reduced. and no appropriation may be 
reduced by more than the unencumbered balance thereof or 
below any amount required by law to be appropriated~ The 
legislature may also if it so desires borrow te~porarily 
pursuant to the local finance law in an amount not greater than 
such. deficit for such purpose. . 

The County Executive may at any time during the fiscal year 
transfer part" or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance 
between classifications of expenditures within the same 
administrative unit, provided that prior approval by resolution 
of the County Legislature shall be required if the proposed 
transfer (1) would result in an increase exceeding one 
thousand dollars annuallYt or such larger amount as may be 
prescribed by local law t du~ing the fiscal year in anyone 
line 'item in the budget as adopted, o~ (2) would affect any 
sal a r y l' ate 0 r sal a r y tot ale x c e pta s 'e x pre s sly per mit ted' i n 
this charter or code. If the County Executive requests in 
writing. the County Legislature by resolution effective 
immediately may transfer'part or all of any unencumbered 
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Article V can't. (6) 

\ 

••••• appropriation balance from one county administ,rat1ve 
un; t- to a not her pro v ide d howe v e r, t hat ro S LJ C h t ran s fer 1S hal 1 
be made from appropriations for debt service, and no appropriation 
may be reduced below any amount required by law to be appropriated. 

Section 511. Certain Resolutions of the Count LCQislature 
Require a Two-Thirds Vote. reso ut*lon 0' t e aunty Legls ature 
lor any of the fot lowlng specified purposes shall be passed 
by not less than a 2/3 vote of the whole number of the members 
of the County Legislature: (a) a supplemental or emergency 
appropriation~ (b) the issuance of budget notes or notes in 
anticipation of the collection of taxes or revenues; and (c), 
the issuance of bonds. bond anticipation notes or capital notes. 

Section 512. Certain Ohligationsand Payments ProhibitQd. 
No payment shall be authorlzed or made and no obligation incurred 
against the county except in accordance with appropriations duly 
made" or except as permitted otherwise by the local finance 
1 a w; pro v ide d t hat t his s hal 1 not be· con $ t rue d top t" eve n teo n t r act -
in9 for capital improvements to be financed by borrowing, or 
entering into any 1a\'iful contr'act'or lease providing for the 
payment of funds beyond the end Of the c~rrent fiscal yea~. 

Sec t i 0 n51 3 ~ Per for man ceo f Act s : S c h e d u 1 i n 9 ~ ~1 hen eve ro 
the schedu 1; ng of the performa nce of an ac t sha I I be f·i xed by 
this article the same may be changed by the code or an amendment 
thereof. 

Section 514. Summary of Receipts and Expenditures. The 
Commissioner of Finance shall submit to the county legislature a 
monthly summary of receipts and expenditures compared with the 
budgeted receipts and expenditures. Annually, the Commissioner 
shall submit a complete financial ~tatement showing receipts 
and expenditures vs. budget and total assets and liabilities of 
the county. 

Section 515. Ind.~ . .E~~ndent AUd.it. The county legislature must 
provide for an annual independent audit by certified public 
accountants. 
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AHTJ.CL£ VI 

DE P Id~ T 1-1 E I{ T 0 F ASS [ S S IH:: NT 

Sect) on 601. Dep(u~tr'lent of I~sscssment; Oi rectclt" of Real 
Property Tax SCl"vi ccs; {\PPO; ntmGnt 

Section G02. Powers and Duties 

\ 

\ 

Sec t ~ 0 Ii GO 1 •. .D ~ R 0 ~:.t~],2 n t. 0 f A,;C,. s (> ~ s me 11 t; D ~ t'r: c t () r' 0 f f~ c: a 1. 
P r'o) e \< t \' r a x S (~l~ V OJ ce ~; P, 1 t; (11 n tf1 S !~t • I her e s h a I i be fl de par 'Lli"i en t 
0" ~SSE';;~~i;'·:!its. tilt; iH~cO 0) \'JI))th shal'l be the dir'ectol'l of real 
p r )) p Q f t Y t i'; ;C~. S C r' vic e 5 to \J h 0 :; h <111 b e a p p (} i 11 ted 0 nth e b v ~;, i~; 0 f 
his qualifications for the duties of the offiCCt Such director 
shall be appointed by thG County Executive, subj(~ct to c.onfif~mation 
by t. h e C 0 U n t y Leg -I s 1 a t U Ie f 0 y' a six y e i. r t (H~ m ., 

Section 602. POv/f>r~ i':.nd Dutie~. Except as other-Hisc: 
pro v ide din t his c 11 ~n"' 'I" U \" 0 r C (Hi E~ ~ the d i r' e c tor () f rea 1 p r' 0 p e f' t Y 
tax se\"'v1 ces shall perfct'm 011 of those duties rl'qui fed of him 
pur~)uv.nt to Title 11, Sections 1530··1535 of the Real Property 
T a x L a VI 0 f the S tat C 0 f N e \" Y 0 r k, 0 rot her s tat ute ~ up P 1 e Ii!~:: n t a '''')' 
or amendatory thereto, and 

(il) kc!ep a rccor-d o'f the transfer of tit.le to ~~ev,l prOpci~ty 
and immed-j{)tcly no~i-fy thf~ to\'Jn or city aSSeS50\'$ of all $uch 
transfers in each town or city as the case may bo. 

(b) muke ava.i1c:ble a consultation and advisorty service to 
ass1st 10c21 ti5seSS~Jr"s in the performi.:nce of their' dut)es and in 
the est~blishment. and mnintenance of su)tv.ble prccedures and 
facilities to improve aSSQss~ent records and practices. 

(c) submit annually to the county executive en or before 
the 1st day of September, proposed county tax equalizatiofl rates 
con 5 i s ten t \" i t h s tan dar d s pre s c rib e d by the 1 e 9 i s 1 a t u t .. e 0 f the 
Stnte of New York. 

(d) perform all duties in relation to the extension of taxes 
and such other related duties in connection therewith as shall be 
prescribed by the county executive or county legislature; 

(e) perform such other and related duties as shall be 
required or delegated to him by the County Executive or the County 
Legislature. 
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'A R TIC l. E V I I 

BOARD OF ACQUISITION AND CONTRACT 

Section 701. Board Created; Powers and Duties 

Section 702. Execution of Contracts 

Section 703. Prequalification of Bidders 

Section 701. Board Created; Powers and Duties. There shall 
be a board of acquisition and contract which shall consist of the 
Co u n ty Ex e; cut i ve, Co 'llm iss ion e r 0 f Pub 1 ; c H 0 r k s, and the C hal r man 
of the County Legislature. The Board of f~cquisition and Contract 
shall contract for and acquire by purchase or condemnation, all 
1 and S t b u', 1 din gsa n dot h e I" rea 1 pro per t Y $ the a c qui 5 i t ion 0 f \'/ h ; c h 
has been authorized by the County Legislature, and shall award 
all contracts for the construction, reconstruction, repair or 
al terati ons of a 11 pub 1 i c works or improvements '1 subject to the 
approval of the County Legislature. . 

Section 702. Execution of Contracts. All contracts except 
for the purchase of supp11cs~ materials, equipment and services 
incidental ther'eto shall be executed on behalf of the County by 
the County execut i ve in accordance \,/1 th the provi s ions of thi s 
Article. Whenever such contract involves the expenditure of funds 
in excess of those set forth in the General Municipal Law or 
other applicable state law, except contracts for the acquisition of 
real property, the contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 
bidder by sealed bids or proposals made in compliance with the public 
~otice published at least once in a newspaper designated by the Boal'd of 
Acquisition and Contract at least 10 days prior to the day on which 
such sealed proposals are to be opened. The bids or proposals shall 
be opened publicly in the presence of at least two members of the 
Board of Acquisition and Contract or their repre5entatives~ The 
successful bidder must give secul"ity for the faithful performance 
o f h; s con t rae t & the a d e q U B. C Y and s u f f i c i e n t y 0 f vi h ; c h s hall b e 
approved by the Board of Acquisition and Contract. No contract 
shall be executed by the county executive on behaif of the county 
until the same has been approved as to form by the county attorney. 
A cop Y 0 f e a c h con t f' act \'1 hen e x e cut e d. s hal 1 be f i 1 e d \'/ i t h the 
Commissioner of Finance, together with a copy of any act, other 
than the annual appropriation act, upon which the right to make 
such contract rests. 

Section 703. Pregualj-fication of Bidders. The Board of 
Acquisition and Contract may require the prequal1fication of 
bidders on any contract, subject to such conditions or procedure 
ass hal 1 bee s tab 1 i s 11 e d by the C 0 U tl t Y Leg i s 1 a t u t~ e • 
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ARTICLE VIII 

DEPARTHENT OF PU[)LIC HORKS 

Section 801. Department of Public Works; Commissioner; 
Qualifications 

Section 802. Powers and Duties 

Section 803. Uivisio~ of the Department 

Section 801. Department of Pulbic Works; Commissioner; 
Qualifications. There shall be a department of public 'dorks, the 
fi e a a 0 f VI 11 i c h s hal 1 bet h e com m iss ion e r 0 f pub 1 i c \;/0 r k s, who s hal 1 
be appointed on the basis of his experience and qualifications for 
the duties of the office. Such commissioner shall be appointed by 
the County Executive, subject to confirmation of the County 
Legislature. Upon the effective date of this charter, the county 
department of highways and the department of engineering, if any, 
shall be divisions of the department of public works. 

Section 802. Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise 
provided in this charter or code, tfie commissioner of public 
works shall: 

(a) Have all the powers and duties of a county engineer 
and a cQunty superintendent of highways, pursuant to the highway 
law or other applicable la~. 

(b) Have charge and supervision of the design, construction 
and alteration of the county buildings, parking fields, drives, 
walks, preserves, beaches, erosion projects and other structures 
and facilities in the nature of public works under the jurisdiction 
of the county. 

(c) Have charge and supervision of maintenance, repair and 
alteration of buildings owned or leased by the county, parking 
fields, drives, walks, preserves, beaches and other structures 
and facilities in the nature of public works under the jurisdiction 
of the county including custodial care, unless otherwise provided 
in the code. 

(d) Have such powers and duties in relation to county 
facilities for drainage, flood control, sanitation, sewerage, 
or water supply as may be prescribed in this charter, code or 
other applicable law. 

(e) Furnish engineering and other services to the County 
Legislature, the County Executive, the Department of Planning 
and other county departments except as otherwise provided in this 
charter or code. 
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Article VIII - con't. 

(f) Have charge of and have the duty of performing such 
other functions concerning county property, public works and 
other matters as the County Legislature or the County Executive 
may, from time to time, direct. 

Section 803 •• Divisions of the Department. There shall be 
the following divisions within tfie Uepirtment of Public Wqrks: 
D i vis ion 0 f Ii; 9 in'! a y s, B rid 9 e san d S t r u c t u res, 0 i vis ion 0 f 
Buildings and Grounds, Division of Eng.ineering. and such other 
divisions as may be created within the department by local law 
or resolution of the County Legislature. Each division shall be 
headed by a deputy who shall be appointed by the Commissioner of 
Public Works, subject to approval of the County Legislature. 
It shall be the duty of each division head while holding such 
position to carry out the functions of such division as provided 
by the code. local law or by directives of the Commissioner, 
or by resolution of the County Legislature. 
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Sec" t ion 9 0 1 • 

Section 902. 

Section 903. 

Section 904. 

Section 905. 

ARTICLE IX 

DE PAR T MEN T 0 F PAR K SAN 0 oR E C REA T ION 
\ 
i 

Department of Parks and Recreation; Commissioner. 

Deputy Commissioner. 

Powers and Duties. 

County Parks and other Recreational Facilities. 

County Parks Commission 

Section 901. Department of Parks and Recreation; Commissioner. 
There shall be a department of parks and recreation headed by a 
commissioner~ who shall be appointed by the county executive, sub
ject to confirmation by the county legislature. 

Section 902. Deput~ Commissioner. If and when the county 
legislature shall establlsh and create such position, there shall 
be a deputy commissioner of parks and recreation whose duties 
will be to plan and schedule all recreational activities in any 
and all of the facilities mentioned in section 903. He shall 
be appointed by the commissioner of parks and recreation, subject 
to confirmation by the county legislature. He shall perform such 
additional and related duties as the county executive may prescribe. 

Section 903. Pow~rs and Duties. Except as otherwise provided 
in this charter, the commissioner shall have supervision and control 
over the design, construction, operation, maintenance and repair of 
all county-owned and operated properties and facilities for the 
following purposes: parks and recreation facilities therein, docks 
and marinas, beaches, zoological and botanical gardens, forest lands 
and golf courses, together with buildings, structures, roads, parking 
areas, utilities, equipment and appurtenances, He shall perform 
such additional and related duties as the county executive may 
prescribe. 

Section 904. County Parks and other Recreational Facilities. 
The county legislature is hereby authorized on behalf of the county 
to accept by gift and to acquire by purchase, condemnation, lease 
or otherwise, real property for the purposes set forth in Section 
903 hereof. The county legislature may abandon such purposes by 
local law and may dispose of such property. 

Section 905. County Parks Commission. There shall be a 
Niagara County Parks Commission appointed by the County Executive, 
to render advice and guidance to the parks commissioner, as 
provided in the Administrative Code. 
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ARTICLE X 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Sec t ion 1 0 0 1 • 0 epa r' t rn e n t 0 f Soc i a 1 S e r vic e s; Com m iss ion e r" 

Sec t "j 0 n 1 002 . Power san d 0 uti C S 0 f the Co III m; s s ion e .o, 

Section 1001. DeEartment of Social Services; Commissioner. 
There shall be a department of social services headed by a 
commissioner who shall be appointed by the County Executive, 
subject to confirmation by the County Legislature, pursuant 
to the Social Services Law of the State of New York. 

Section 1002.' Powers and Duties of the Commissioner. 
Except as otherwise provided in this charter and code, the 
commissioner of social services shall: 

(a) Have all powers and perform all the duties conferred 
on or required of a county commissioner of social services under 
the Social Se"ices Law or other applicabl~ law~ 

(b) Manage and supervise the Niagara County InfirmarYt and 
any other publ i c v/el fare i nsti tutions of the county Hhen author'~ zed 
by the county executive and approved by resolution of the County 
legislature; and 

(c) P~rform such other and related duties as shall be 
required or delegated to him by the county executive and/or th~ 
County Legislature. 
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ARTICLE XI 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Section 1101. Department of Health; Commissioner; 
Qualifications 

Section 1102. Powers and Duties of Commissioner 

Section 1103. Board of Health; powers and Duties 

Section 1104. Sanitary Code 

Section 1105. Organization of the Department 

Section 1101. Department of Health; Commissioner; 
Qualifications. There shall be a department of Health 
headed by a commissioner of health who shall be appointed 
by the Board of Health of the County of Niagara, pursuant 
to applicable State statutes. 

Section 1102. Powers and Duties of Commissioner. 

Except as otherwise proJided in this charter, the commissioner 
of health shall have all the powers and perform all the duties 
conferred or imposed upon county or part-county health 
com m iss ion e r san d / 0 r co u n t y 0 r par t co u n t y boa r- d s 0 f he a 1 t h 
by law. In addition thereto, he shall perform such other 
and related duties as shall be required or delegated to him 
by the County Executive or County Legislature. 

Section 1103. Board of Health; Powers and Duties. There 
shall be in the department, a county Board of Health. the 
members of which shall be appointed by the Chairman of the 
County Legislature. The composition of such board in 
relation to the number of members and the professional, 
governmental or other representation, and the terms of 
such members shall be as provided in the public health law 
for a county board of health. 

Section 1104. Sanitary Code. The Board of Health may 
formulate, promulgate, adopt and publish rules, regulations, 
orders and directions relating to health in the County, 
which shall not be inconsistent with the Public Health Law 
or the State Sanitary Code. Such rules, regulations, orders 
and directions shall be known as the County Sanitary Code. 
Any and a·ll provi si ons of the Ni agara County Sani tary Code 
in effect at the time of the adoption of this Charter shall 
remain in full force and effect until amended or repealed 
by the Board of Health. 
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Article Xl ~ can't. (2)' 

The provisions of the County Sanitary Code shall have 
the force and effect of law. Penalties and violations of 
all non-conformance with such Code sllall be as provided by 
such Code or other applicable law. Certified copies of 
such code shall be received ;n evidence in all courts and 
proceedings in the State. 

Section 1105. Organization of the Department. The 
department of health sha1l be organized into such divisions 
and bureaus as shall be prescribed in the administrative code. 
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ARTICLE XII 

DEPART~1ENt OF f'1ENTAL HEALTH 

Section 1201. Department of Mental Health; Director; 
Qua11f)cations 

Section 1202. Powers and Duties 

Section 1203. Mental Health Board 

Section 1201. Department of Mental Health; Director; 
gualificat1Dns. There shall be a department of mental 
health headed by a director who shall be appointed by the 
Mental Health Board, qualified according to the standards 
fixed by the State Commissioner of Mental Hygiene, in 
accordance with the provisions of Afticle 8(A) of the Mental 
Hygiene Law. 

Section 1202. Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise 
provided in this charter, the director of mental health shall 
have all the powers and perform all the duties now or hereafter 
conferred or imposed upon a director of community mental health 
and/or community mental health board!t by law. He sh511 pel-form 
'such other and related .duties as shall be requlr'ed or delegat\!d 
to him by the County Ex~cutive or County Legislature. 

Sec t 1 fJ n 1 20 3 . Men tal He a 1 t h B 0 (~ rd. The C h a i rm a n Q f t h 12 
Co U n t y Leg 'j s 1 a t u res h ii 1 1 a p pOl n tam e n fa 1 h e a 1 t h boa r d, S U c h 
board to recommend and suggest to the County Executive a program 
of community mentill health ser"vices and facilities and rules 
a.nd regulations concerning the rendition or operation of 
ser"vi CGS and faci 1 i ties 1 n the communi ty mental heal th pr'ogram. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

D EPA R T ~i E NT F 0 H YOU T H 

Section 1301. Department for Youth; Director 

Section 1302. Powers and Duties of the Director 

Section 1303. Niagara County Youth Board 

Section 1301. Department for Youth; Director. There 
shall be a Department for Youth headea by a director for youth 
who shall be appointed by the county executive, subject to 
confirmation by the county legislature. 

Section 1302. Powers and Duties of the Director. The 
Director for Youth Shall have all the powers and dufies heretofore 
or hereafter imposed or conferred by the laws of the State of 
New York, and such other related duties as shall be required or 
delegated to him by the county executive or t~ county legislature. 

Section 1303. Niagara C911ntl Youth Board. There shall 
be an advisory board called the Niagara County Youth Board 
to be appointed by the county executive in the manner 
prescribed by the administrative code. 
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ARTICLE XIV 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE .AGING 

Section 1401. Department for the Aging; Director 

Section 1402. Powers and Duties of the Director 

Section 1403. Advisory Committee 

Section 1401. De~artm7.nt for .... the ~!l.9; Director. There shall 
be a Department for t e Aglng, heaaea-by a director who shall be 
appointed by the county executive, subject to confirmation by the 
county legislature. 

Section 1402. Powers and Duties of the Director. The director 
shall have all the powers ana dut; es heretofore conrerred or imposed 
by the laws of the State of New York, and such other related duties 
as shall be required or delegated to him by the county executive 
or the county legislature. 

Section 1403. Advisory Committee. There shall be an advisory 
board called the Advisory Committee to the Department for the 
Aging, to be appointed by the county execut1ve 1n the manner 
prescribed by the administrative code. 
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Section 1501. 

Section 1502. 

Section 1503. 

ARTICLE XV 

DE P 1\ R T '·1 E N T 0 F PER S 0 r j N E L 
\ 

\ 
Application of Article XV; Niagara County 
Civil Service Commission Continued; Civil 
Service Law to Apply 

Department of Personnel; Director 

Powers and Duties 

.. Secti~n 1501.. A.lU>li~atj9n of Ar~i71e XV; Niarara County 
C1Vll S.£.r..v1ce Commlss10n Contlnues; elv,l Serviceaw to 
Apply. The Hiagara County civil Service commission is 
continued for the purpose of administering Civil Service Law 
for Niagara County. The powers, dutie~ and functions of the 
Civil Service Commission may be transferred to the Department 
of Personnel at the discretion of the Niagara County Legis
lature if found to be in the best interests of county 
government. 

Section 1502. De artment of Personnel; Director. There 
sha 11 be a depa rtmen' 0 per-sonne lea eo y a 1 rector \'1110 
shall' be appointed on the basis of his administrative experi
ence and tlis qualifications for the duties of the office by 
the County Executive subject to conf-irmation by the County 
Legislature. . 

Section 1503. Powers and Duti es. The personnel di tecto}' 
shall prepare persoLnel l~u'l es fOI' county officer's and employees 
for adoption by the county legislature. He shall administer 
the per son n e 1 s y s t e III 0 f the C 0 u n t yin ace 0 r dan c e \'/ i t h s u c h 
personnel rules; . he shall prepare and milintain a compensa
tion plan for' all county positions providing uniform pay fo~ 
like services; he shall prepare and administer a merit 
system; he shall maintain personnel records for all county 
employees; he shall conduct continuing research of all as
pects of personnel administration for the purpose of improving 
the morille and efficienc,}' of county employees, and he shall 
perform such other' duties as required by the county executive .. 
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Section 1601 .. 

Section 1602. 

Section 1603. 

I\RTICLE XVI 

De par t men t 0 f L a \.,; C 0 U n t y A t tor n e y 

Powers and Duties 

Deputy and Assistant County Attorneys 

Section 1601. Department of Lavl; County Attorn~_. There 
shall be a deoartment of law headed by the County Attorney, who 
shall be appointed by, and whose term shall be the same as the 
County Executive. He shall be du1v admitted to the practicefof 
law in the State of New York, and ~ re~ident of the County 0 

Niagara. 

Section lG02~ Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise 
.provided in this charter or cadc t the -County Attorney shall 
be the sole legal· advisor for' the County and every agency 
and office t"hercof on civil matters, and on its behalf in 
CO un t.r mat i e r $ 0 f a c i vi 1 nat u t" eta d vis e a 11 co U II ty 0 f fie e r s 

. and c m p loy e e s ?. n d. '" her e i nth e i n tel" est 0 f the c 0 U n t y, P 1" epa t e 
all necessary papers and written instruments in CODnection 
the r e \'l ; t} 1; pro sec ute 0 r de fen d all act ion S 0 r pro c c e din 9 S 0 f 
a c i v i 1 nat U , .. e b t .. 0 1I 9 h t by 0 rag a ; n s t the C 0 u n t y; 0 n ... e que s t 
pre p a )4 e r- e sol u t ) 0 n ~, 1 ega 1 ; z i n q act san d 1 0 cal 
1 a \'I S t 0 b e pre sen ted f 0 t" act ion by the C 0 U n t y Leg i s -1 a t u r e , 
toge the l~ 'vii th not ices and other ; terns in connec t ion thcreHi th; 
and pel" f 0 l' III ~ U c hot her and r' e 1 ate d d uti c s a sma y b e p l' esc t" ) b c: d 
by laH" by the County Executive or by resolution of the 
County Legislature. 

Section 1603~ Deputy and Assisti'nt County f\ttorn0Ys. The 
Co un t y A t tor n e y s hal I h a v C the" po \'/ e J' { 0 a p POl Ii t sue II oc-pu t y 
cOllnty attorneys. assistant county attorneys, confidential 
clerk~offi ccrs and employees of Ilis department as shall be 
authorized by the County Legislature and witflin the appro
priations made therefor. All deputy and assistant county 
attorneys shall be in the exempt class of the Civil service, 
and s halls e I" v eat the p 1 cas u reo f the C 0 U n t y a t t 0 l" n e y • 
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Section 1701. 

Section 1702. 

ARTICLE XVII 

DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS 

\ 

\ 

Department of Records; County Clerk; Election 

Powers and Duties 

Section 170'. Records; County Clerk; 
Election. There shal 'e a cpartmen o· recor s eaued by 
a county clerk who shall be elected from the county at large. 
His term of office Shilll be for three years, beginning \'lith 
the fir'st day of January next fol1o\ving his election, e){cept 
that the provisions of this section with respect to such election, 
shall not take effect unti 1 the general election of 1976, at 
which a county clerk shall be elected for a three year term 
to commence on January 1, 197Z, and every county c·lerk elected 
thereafter shall have a term of three years. At the time of 
his election and throughout his term of office~ he shall be 
a qualified elector of the cou~ty* shall devote his whole 
tim c tot h e d uti e S 0 f his 0 f fie e .a n d s h a 1·1 h old n 0 0 the t' pub 1 i c 
office. 

Section'1702. Powers and Duties .. Except where inconsistent 
\'lith this charter, the county clerk shall appoint such deputies~ 
officers and employees of the department as may be authorized 
by resolution of th~ County Legislature and shall have and 
exercise all powers and duties now or hereafter conferred or 
imposed upon him by any applicable law. 
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Section 1801. 

Section 1802. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

DISTRICT ATTORiJEY 

Election 

Powers and Duties 

Section 1801", Election" There shall be a district 
attorney \,/ho shall be elected from the county at laige~ 

\ 

\ 

His term of office shall be for three years, beginning with 
the first day of January next following his election, except 
that the provisions of this section ¥lith respeGt to such 
election t shall not take effect until the 9cner'al e1ection 
of 1976. at which a district attorney shall be elected for 
a t h r e eye i\ r t e r rn toe 0 m men ceo n J t1 rill u \~ y 1" 1 9 7 7 fI and eve r y 
district attorney elected thereafter shall have a term of 
three years. At the time of his election and throughout 
his term of office. he shall be a qualified elector of the 
county, and duly admitted to the practice of law in the 
State of New York~ He shall devote his whole time to 
the duties of his office and shall hold no other public 
office. 

Section 1802. PO\lJers and Duties .. The distr'ict attorney 
shall have and exerClse all powers and duties now or hereafter 
conferred or imposc(l upon him b,y any app~icable la\~. 
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/-\RTICLE XIX 

PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Section 1901. Public Defender, Appointment) Term 

Section 1902. Powers and Duties 

Section 1903. Deputy and Assistant Public Defenders 

S f~ C t ion 1 9 0 1. Pub 1 i c D e fen d e r t. A p poi nt men t 11 T e r m • The r' e 
s h c. 11 be a Pu b 1 i c 0 e r en d e r' w h (t S hal 1 be (1 p pOl II 4: e d by £ he Co un ty 
Leg i $ 1 (i t U rea n d V~ h 0 set e )"01 0 f 0 f fie e s hall be for f GU r' yea ," S • He 
shall be .duly admitted to the practice of law in the State of 
New York and a resident of the County of Niagara. 

Sec t ion 1 9 0 2 • P 0 \'1 t r S (t n d f) uti e s " The 0 f fie e 0 f Pub 1 i c 
Defender shall have such powers and autie~ as defined in Article 
18 (A) and 18 (6) of the County Law of the State of New York~ 

. Sec t ; 0 n , 1 903 • 0 e rut y and Ass i s tan t .}' l' b 1 i c D ~ f c~~~~:~ ~:,,: The. 
Pub 1 1 C De f e rl 0 (? r s h ~ 1 1 n a v 2 t h e p 0 \'/ C t.. "' () D. fJ POl n ~ s u (: nco til ) de n t , a 1 
deputy ·public defenders, assistant public defenders" officers and 
employees of his department as shall be authorized by the County 
Legislature and within the appropriations made therefor. All 
deputy and a~,sist;;.nt public defenders shall be in the exempt. class 
of the c i \! i 1 s e r vi c e , and s h a 11 s e r v e at the p 1 e a s u 1" e of the pub 1 i c 
defender. 
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ARTICLE Xx 

SHERIFF 

Section 2001. Election 

Section 2002" Powers and Duties 

Section 2001. Election., There shull be a sheriff \1110 

shall be elected fr'om the county at lar~Je$ His term of office 
shall be for thre~ year·s, beginning Nith the first day of January 
next follo\~ing his. election t except that the provisions of this 
sec t ion \'Ii t It r' e s pee t t 0 sue h e 1 c c t ion $ hal 1 not t a k e e f fee t I:! n til 
the 9 e ncr? 1 e 1 e c t ion 0 f 1 9 7 6 p. a t \t hie has her iff s hal 1 bee 1 e etc d 
for a t.hree y('r~r ter'm to comm~nce on January 1 t 1977 t and ever"y 
sheriff elected ther'eaftcr shall have a term of thr'ee years. 
A t the t i iol e 0 f his e 1 e c t ion and t h r 0 U H h 0 u t his t e r m 0 f 0 f f ; c c ~ 
he shall lIe a qualified elector of the countYt shall devote his 
whole time to the duties of his office and shall hold no other 
public office. 

Section 2002 ... PO\l'ers and Duties. the sheriff shall 
appoint such ueputies" oft·,cei-'s iina-·erl~ployees of the depar'tment 
as may be authorized by 'resolut'ion of the County Legislature 
and shall have and exercise al·' powers and duties no\t or here
after conferred or imposed upon him by any applicable law. 
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Section 2101. 

Section 2102. 

Section 2103. 

ARTICLE XXI 

MEDICAL EXAMINER 

Application of Article XXI 

Medical Examiner, Appointment and Qualifications 

Powers and Duties 

Sec t ; 0 n 21 0 1 • ~1 i cat ion 0 fAr· t. i c 1 e X Xl_. The C 0 U n t y 
legislature shall have the power by local law, to abolish the 
office of coroner dnd create the office of appointive medical 
examiner., Such local law shall not be subject to mandator'y 
refet"enauffi, but must be adopted and filed in the office of the 
Secretary of the State of Hew York at least 150 days prior 
to any general election., The terms of office of al1 coroners 
elected or appointed and holding office in the county at the 
time such local l~w is adopted and filed as hereinbefore 
provided~ shall expire on the December 31st following the 
adoption of such local laH t and at the general election to 
be held in such year and thereafter no coroner' shall be 
elected and Article XXI of this charter and applicable pro
visioils of the code shall become and be effective on and after' 
January 1, next succeeding. 

Sec t ion 21 0 2 • t" e die iJ. 1 E x a In i net"; 1\ poi n t men tan d l! u 1 i fie a '" 
t ion s • The res hall be a fl1 e (J i c a' e x a rn 1 n e r \'I lOS 1 a , be. a p pc 1 n te d 
by and serve at the pleasure of the county executive" subject 
to confirmation by the County Legislature., He shall be a 
physician duly licensed to practice in the State of New York t 

qualified elector' of the CountYt and shall have such other' 
qualifications as may be prescribed in the code. 

Section 2103. Powers and Duties. The medical examiner 
s ha 11 ha ve and e xe rcrsean---povlersa"nd du tics no", or herea fte r 
conferred or imposed upon him by any applicable 1a\y and shall 
perform such other and related duties as shall be required or 
delegated to him by the county executive or the County 
Legislatur-e. 
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ARTJCLE XXII 

OTHER COUNTY BOARDS, OFFICES, INSTITUTIONS AND FUNCTIONS 

Section 2201. 

Section 2202. 

Section 2203. 

Section 2204. 

Section 2205. 

Section 2206. 

Section 2207. 

Section 2?OB. 

Board of Elections 

Probation Office; Director 

County Hospital; Board of Managers 

Certain Boards; How Appointed 

Fire Coordinator; How Appointed 

Other Boards; How Appointed 

Additional Appointments by County Executive 

Miscellaneous Administrative Functions 

Section 2201. Board of Elections. The. Boo.rd of Elections, 
its p 0 VI e r san d d uti e san d t h e TTl e t h 0 d 0 f apr 0 i n t men t 0 f the 
members thereof by the County Legislature shall continue as 
pro v ide d by 1 a \'1. 

Section 2202. Probation Office; Director. There shall be 
an office of probation headed by a probation director who sllall 
be appointed in the manner provided by Section 256 (5) of the 
Executive Law of the State of New York, and shall have such 
powers and duties as are provided by law. 

Sect; on 2203. County Hosni tal ~ Board of Nanaqers. The 
Boa r d 0 f r·i a nag e r S 0 f n 0 U n t Vie h' H 0 S p ita 'I, ; t s 'p 0 \'l e r san d d u t ; e s 
and the method of appointment of the members thereof shall continue 
as provided hy law. 

Section 2204. Certain Boards; How Arroint~rl. Th~ appointmer.t 
of any board or agency in relation to a county se"\'1er, drainage 
or watershed protection district, if any, or to any other county 
district of a similar nature, ~hal1 be by the County Legislature • 
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ARTICLE XII (can't.) 

. Section 2205. Fire Coordinator; How A The Fire 
Coordinator shall be ap~ointed by the County egis ature upon 
recommendation of the Fire Advisory Board. The Fire ft..dvisorv Roard 
shall continue to be appointed as set forth in the Niagara County 
Fire Mutual Aid Plan. 

Section 2206. Other Boards; How Appointed. All other boards 
shall continue as provided by law. 

Section 2207. Additional Appointments by County Executive. 
Subject to confirmation by the County Legislature, and except as 
otherwise provided in this charter and code, the County Executive 
shnll appoint the hei:id of any othet~ ot" additional administrative 
u nit 0 f the C Q U n t.V iIi c., u din 9 ~ r! 0 n 9 0 the l' s! the d ire c tor 0 f c i v i 1 
defense; county hlstorlan; sealer of weights and measures; d~rector 
of veterans l services, upon consideration of r~com~endations of 
the veterans' service agencies in the county. 

Ex c e p t il sot her \'/ i s e pro v ide d ; nth i s c h art e r O}" cod c tot her 
a p poi n t fil (; n t s to boa r d s ,~ n d 1 ike u nit 5 s I jiil 1 b C In a deb y the C 0 tJ n t y 
executive subject to confirmation of the county 1c9is'fatur'c. 
T It e u d min i s t '" a tOt 0 f the H 0 r kine n I s COin pen S II t ion h 0 ;.: eve i" ~ s II lJ 1 1 
C 0 11 tin 11 e to b e a p p cd n ted a s n 0 \" pro v; d c d by 'I 0 cal 1 ("1 \,1 and tile 
1 c1\'1 S 0 f t IJ eSt ate 0 f ['l,e \'1 Yo r k a p p 1 ; cab 'j e the r' e to. 

Sec t ion 2 20 8 .. 1,1 i see 11 ii n (~ c' usA d lid II ) s t rut i v eFt! n r. t i 0 r: ~ v 

Adm -1 Ii 'i s t r' il t i v e f' u n c t'f 0 n s not 0 t Ii c r vii s e (1 s ~ 'i 0 n e d b v t! I i~; c I, ld" t G r~ 
o t' cod C 5 hal 1 b e ass i 9 ned by the co U n t y e x e cut -j v e" t 0 a Ii it d !;l'l n i $ -

tr'at'ive unit .. 

.-
j 

t' 
\ 
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ARTIClE XXIII 

G ENE R (\ L PRO V I S I lH~ S 

Section 2301. Administrative and Advisory Boards 

Section 2302. Approval of Contracts 

Section 2303. Civil Service Rights Continued; Status of 
Certain County Officer's Pr'cviously I\ppointed; 
Removal of Certain County Officer's Hereafter 
Appointed 

Section 2304. Classified Service; Exemptions 

Section 2305. Filling Vacancy in Elective Office of Legislator, County 
Executive, Commissioner of Finance, County 
Clerk, District Attorney or Sheriff 

Section 2306. Filling Other Vacancies 

Section 2307. Power to Administer Oaths and Issue Subpoenas 

. Sec t ion 2301. Adm i f~ ; s t rat; ve a nd~ A d vis 0 \" Y BOil r' d:; . The 
bODrd of trustees of ,the Niagara County Community College shu1l 
h a ve sue h p 0\'1 e r san d 6 n 1 y ~.~ II C h P 0 \'! e 1" S a s tho s e s pee) fie din the 
Education Law of the State of New York. Except as otherwise 
pro v i d t; din t 11 ; s c h a r' t e r 0 reo d e ~ eve r y 0 the r b 0 (l r d, the me rn bet's 
o f \'; hie h a '" e a p poi n ted $ s hal 1 b e a n a d vis 0 r y b c (\ r d con sis tin 9 0 f 
such members. and the members ther'eof shall be Lppointcd for 
such terms as are or may be provided in this charter' or the code. 
\<! h c t~ eve r pro vis ion i s rn ad e i n t td s c h a r' t e r 0 \'" cod e f 0 f' the 
appointment of an advisory board, the members so appointed, 
unless otherwise provided, shall serve at the pleasure of the 
appointing authority. 

Sec t ion 2 3 0 2 . A P pro val 0 f Con t rae t s . E x c cpt a sot he," i'li s e 
pro v ; de din t h ; $ c h art e l' . 0 reo de, eve rye 0 n t r' act to vi h ; c h the 
county is a party shall require approval by the County Legislature~ 
i f s aid con t rae t ; s for (a) the sal e 0 r pur c has e 0 f t .. e alp r 0 pet' t y ; 
(b) the erectioll, alteration or demolition of a building or other 
structure; (c) the provi~ing of facilities or the rendering of 
s e r vic e s by t f 0 Y' 0 r 'vI; t han y 0 t h C.1 t" pub 1 icc 0 r p 0 rat ion • All sue h 
contracts shall be executed by the county executives except a~ 
otherwise provided in this charter or the code. 

Section 2303. Civi 1 S(~rvice riqhts continued; stC.tus of 
,C e r t ~a 'i nco u n t y 0 f fie er s pre vi? l! S 1""fa1)..0: ·Iij'l e a ; .... ·r:·eilJO'V (; I 0 tee r La i n 
co U n t y 0 f fie e r'S her e a 'r t C l' a p p (I 1 n ted. '111'(; c i v i 1 S (! t' V -:rce s tat L! ~ 
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ARTICLE XXIII, Section 2303 (con't.) \ 
\ 

\ 

and rights of all county employees {)rld their beneficiaries, 
inc 1 u din 9 but. not 1 ; mit edt 0 tho s e \'Ii t h res p c c t tor e t ire -
ment and social securitYt shall not be affected by this 
charter or code. Except as otherwise provided by this 
char·tcr or code, the tar'lns of (~1 i c(lunty off'j cer-s \:Jhosr. 
a p poi n t r;l e n tun d e t.. t h ; s c h a r' t e r i s v C~ s ted ; nth e C 0 U n t y 
cxecl!tivr. sha11 tcr-minate on Deccmbe~~ 31, 1979, provided 
t hat any S 1I C h 0 f fie e r, u n 1 e s s rein 0 V ed, s hal 1 con tin tJ etc 
set"ve until his successor is appoint2d and hJ.:; qualified or 
u n til ani n t e r i l~l (1 P poi n t rn e n t ; $ mad c . Any C 0 U n t y 0 f f ; c c r 
appoi nts-d by the county executi ve for' a dafi ni te term or' 
whose appointment is subject to confirmation by the County 
Legislature may b~ removed prior to' the end of such term, 
aft err e c e i p t 0 f \'( r itt e n not; c e f .... 0 m t Ii e co U n t y e x e cut i v e . 
A copy of ~uch notice shall be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the County Legislature. 

Secti0n 2304. Classified Service? Exemptions. All 
p 0 $ it.; 0 n sin Cl 1 1 de p aFt-m en t s ~ 0 f fie e i", i 11 S tit u t '·7 0 n S Q n d 
agencieS of the cOLAn~y~ shc.l1 be in the classified service, 
eXL:cpt those' held by the following: (Oi) elective office}'s; 
(2) heads of departn!ents; (3) member's of all boc~rds, cO!:Hnissions 
and committees; (4) the Inedical exo.minet; ilnd (5) the COlflm"issioner' 
o f j u rot" s . F 0 t'" the put", P 0 S e 0 f t h ,s sec t ion the h cad S 0 f tile 
division~ within the executive branch, incltiding but not. 
limited tu purchase$ central services, budget and economic develop
ment & planning, shall be deemed to be heads of departments .. 
The following positions in the classified service shall be 
included in the exempt class: (1) deputies who are authorized 
to act generally for and on behi~lfof their principals; (2) 
the confidential secretary to any officer or department head; 
(3) calendar clerk~ personnel officer; (4) deputy and assistant 
district attorneys; (5) deputy and assistant county ettorneys; 
and (6) co rl t l" act 0 r sen gag edt 0 per for rn s pee i fie set" v; c e san d 
their employees; (7) assistant public defenders. 

Section 2305. Filli~_~,~~ancy;n Elective Office of Leqislatc 
Count¥ Exec_~tive, f.ommissjoner of Finance, Count~' Cle.r.h .---.-.-.----.. -... 
Oi s trl c~ 'it.~(~,t2~e~ p_~ _ Sher., ff. A vacancy, othervJl se tnan by 
expirat,on of term In any erective county office including 
but not limited to the office of Legislator, County Execu.tive, Conlmissioner 
of Finance, county clerk, district attorney or sheriff, shall 
be filled in accordance with Section 400(7) of the County 
law. 
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Article XXII, Section 2305 (conlt.~ 
\ 
\ 

ihe person so appointed shall hold office by virtue of 
such appointment until the commencement of the political 
year next succeeding the first annual election after the 
happening of the vacancy, at which election a legislator, county 
executive, commissioner of finance, county clerk, district 
attorney or sheriff, as the case may be, shall be elected 
for the balance of the term, if any. 

Section 2306. Filling Other Vacancies. Except a~ 
otherwise provided in this charter or code; a vacancy ln 
the office of the head of any administrative unit, the 
head of which by virtue of this charter the county executive 
shall have the power to appoint or remove, shall be filled 
by a person who shall be appointed on the basis of his 
administrative experience and his qualifications for the 
duties of wuch office by the county executive subject to 
confirmation by the county legislature where provided. 
Except as otherwise provided in this charter or code, the 
h e ado fan y a d m; n i s t rat i v e u nit s hal 1 h a vet h e p 0 vI e r to 
fill vacancies occurring within such administrative unit 
pursuant to the civil service law. . 

Section 2307. Power to Administer Oaths and Issue 
SubQoenCis. The charrman of the county legis' ature, the 
c 0 ~:'iTiTSSY ;j-n e r 0 f fin an c e t the co u n ty ex e cut i ve, and s u c h 
other county officers as may be authorized by this charter, 
code or other applicable law shall have the power to 
subpoena and compel the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of books, records and papers, as the same may 
be pertinent to their respective offices. Any county 
officer authorized to hold a hearing or conduct an 
investigation shall have the power to administer oaths 
or affirmations, subpoena witnesses and compel attendance 
of witnesses in connection therewith. 
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Section 2401 . 

Section 2402. .. 

Secticn 2~O3. 

Sf.!cti on 240~. 

Section 2~O5. 

Section 2406. 

Section 2407. 

Section 2408. 

{I,{{TICIJ XXIV 

f\PPLIC/\TION OF CHARTER 

Adoption of Charter; When Effective 

AmGndment of Charter 
\ 

\ 

Terms of Certain Elective Ccunty Officers 

Continuity of Authority; Completion of 
Unfinished Business 

S epa r a b i 1 'j ty 

Charter to be Liberally Construed 

Charter Review Board; Establishment; Members; Term 

Charter Review Board; Powers and Duties 

Section 2401. Adoption of Charter; When Effective. This 
charter shall become and be effective on and after January 1, 
1976, upon approval by public referendum ~n the manner provided 
by law. The administrative code may be adppted and amended by 
local law at any time subsequent to the approval and adoption of 
this charter. The first'county executive shall be elected at the 
general election in 1975 and shall take office on January 1, 
1976~, The r,ommissioner of finance shall be first elected at the 
general election in 1976 and the person then elected shall, upon 
qualifying, take office on January 1, 1977 for a four year term, 
and every commissioner of finance elected thereafter shall have 
a term of four years. Pending election and qualifying for office, 
the incumbent county treasurer, county clerk, district attorney 
and sheriff shall have the powers and perform the duties pre
scribed in this charter and code for the elective office of 
commissioner of finance, county clerk, district attorney and 
sheriff respe~tively. 

Section 2~02. Amendment of Charter. This charter may be 
amended in the manner provided by law. Except as otherwise 
pro v ; d c din t his c hat" t e r, any 1 0 calla H VI hie h \,1 0 U 1 d c rea teo r 
abolish an elective county office, change an elective office to 
appointive or an appointive office to elective or change the 
pO\,1 e r S 0 fan e 1 e c t i vee 0 u n t y 0 f fie e r s hall. b e sub j e c t tom and a !. 0 ~ .. y 
ref e r' end u m . N 0 1 0 calla \'1 \-/ h i c h \'! 0 U 1 dab 0 1 1 S h 0 r' c han 9 e a n a din 1 n 1 S -
trative unit orescribed in this charter or the power of an 
appointive county officer in the executive branch shall be enacted 
before January 1, 1976. 

Section 2403& Terms of Certain Elective Count~ Officers. 
The terms of offi ce TOr the county executi ve 'and commi ss; oner of 
finance shall be for four years except as otherwise provided in 
this charter. The terms of office for the county clerk, district 
attorney and sheri ff shall be three years except as other\'/ise 
provided in this charter. 
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Article XXIV - Continued 

I 

Sec t i () n 2 4 0 /1. • Con tin l! i t Y 0 f Aut h 0 to i tv; C 0 III n 1 f~ t ion I, 0 f 
U n f t n i $ h (~ d Bus inc: S $ .. Til e per for m a. nee \) f (u ,i c t '. G j) S P L! r- sUa n t 
t () t 11 C I' r- D v {slo,lSO'f t h -{ 5 c h art e r s hal 1 b e cJ e erne d a. n d h e ~ d 
to const.i tute fl. continuation thereof for tile pUf'pose of 
sue c e s s i () fl t 0 all r' i 9 h t StoP 0 \'/ e r" S t d t! tie S it n d 0 b 1 i 9 it t ion s 
a t t a c h edt 0 sue h fUll C t ; 0 n $ .. l\ ny p r' 0 C e e d 'i n 9 S 0 r' 0 the r' 
bus'iness undertc:ken or commenced prior"" to the effective dat.e 
oft h i:~ c Ii a t1 t e r' m <l y bee 0 n due ted and co:] p 1 e t (; d by the C 0 U n t y 
off ice t' 0 r' a din) n i s t rat i v c u nit res p 0 n $ i b 1 e the 1" c for u n d c r' 
this charter or code. 

This char·ter shall not be decln(!d to invalidate any 
o b 1 ; 9 o. t i 0 n she re t 0 f 0 t~ e iss u e d by the C 0 U n t.Y 0 f N i it gar a 0 r" 
by any (I fit s com m iss ion S II boa r" d SOt'" a 9 e n c i e sun d sue h 
obligations shall be and remain bindin~ ohligations of the 
county. In the event any ohligat'ion shall have been 
iss u e d ; nan tic i pat ion 0 f t h (~ iss u a nee 0 f bon d s by the 
county or' by any of its comuissions fJ boar'ds 0(' agencies~ the 
county is hereby cmpoYlered to issue such bonds as legal and 
binding obligations of the county~ 

For the purpose of this section a ~ublic authority shall 
not be deemed a county commission~ board or agency. 

I . 
Section 2405t Separability. If any clause~ sentence, 

p a l' a 9 rap h" sec t -j 0 nor"' a r' t 1 C leo f t h 'j s t h a r' t e r shu. i 1 b e a d j u d 9 e d 
by an,Y COUr't of competent jurisdiction to be invalid" such 
adjudication shall not affect, impair or invalidate the re
mainder thereof p but shall be confined in its operation to 
the clausp .. sentence, paragt'apil" section or article ther'eof 
directly involved in the proceeding in which such adjudication 
shall have been render'ed. '. 

Section 2406 .. " Chat"ter to be liberally Construed. This 
charter shall be liberally constued to effectuate its objectives 
and purposes. 

Section 2407. Ch~rter Review Board; establishment; members; 
Term. Hithin five 151-years from the effective date of this 
"C11'arter, the County Legislature shall appoint a Charter Revie\'/ 
Board consisting of seven legis1ators and five lay persons, 
to review the Niagara County government charter in accordance 
with the General Municipal Home Rule Law. 
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Article XXIV - Continued 

Sec: t ion 2 4 0 8 • C h art erR e vip \'I Boa r d; r 0 \'1 C r ~ 0. n d D l; tic s • 
The Charter Revi eH Soa}~(/sha j 1 S tUG.y a II (lSPCC Ls '0+· f.hl~ st.ructure 
oft h P. I J i a 9 0. rae 0 II n t Y 9 0 v ern rn c nt, and s h a "I 1 r e com ni end sue h 
c han 9 e s a sit dee m s nee e S S it r y t 0 s t r" eng the nth e C 0 lJ 11 t Y q (} 'l e r' n -
men t cl n d 111 a k e i t m 0 r e e f f ; c i e n t $ e f fee t i v e fan d res p 0 Ii si v c • 
The [J 0 a r d shu 1 1 beg i v e nth e f u 1 1 coo per a t oj 0 n 0 f all 0 f fie oj i) 1 s 
and employees of the County govcrnment~ including elected 
off i cia 1 s, and me m b e r S 0 f boa r d san d C 0 nnll iss ion s .. The f3 0 a r d 
s Ii a 1"1 h a v e f u 1 1 ace e sst 0 all nee e s s a r y r ceo r d s 0 f all bra n c h c s 
and agencies of the County government except those prollib~tcd 
by 1 a \'/ .. The C h art e l" R e vi e yJ Boa r d, u P () nth e com p 1 G t ion 0 fit 5 

studYt shall present to the County Executive and the County 
Legislature a report andrecommendatipns. The County Executive 
and the County Legislature, upon receipt of the report and 
recommendations of the charter review board, shall be required 
to submit their reactions, in writing, to the charter review 
board within sixty days. 

I· 
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(Compl<'t<' lltl' cc'rtiCk.\tion in tl1(' Ilaragrllil" \\hit-It app1ic's to ltlt' CiliUM or (hi:-o loenl la\~ and ~lriLt~ oul tlt(~ 
matter lhl'r('in "hidl i:-o not npplknhll'.) 

(Final adoption hy Ideal lc~i:-olalht" hody only.) 

1. I hereby c('rtify that tht> local ItIW ann('xed h('rC'to, d('si~IH'tf'd as local law No •.................. of 19 ....... . 

County 

of the ~~\~:n of ...................................... \\'as duly passed 11)" ........................................................................................... . 
. (Nemf' of Lt'gh'letive Body) 

Village 

on ................................................ 19........ in accordance "'j lh the applicable provision s of law. 

(Passagf" by local kgisIuthe body with approval or no disapproval by Elective Chief Executive Officer 
or repassage after disapproval.) 

2. I hereby ct'rt ify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No ..................... 01 ] 9 ....... . 

., County 
City 

of the To,,,n of ...................................... 'vas duly passed by ........................................................................................... . 
. (Name of Legislative Body) 

Village 
not disapprov~d 

on ................................................. 19 ........ and \vas appro\'C'd by the ....................................................... . 
repassed after disapproval Elective Chief Executive (Y.ficer 

and was deemed duly adopted on ...................................................... 19 ........ , in accordance with the applicable 

provisions of law. 

(Final adoption hy referendum.) 

3. I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No ..... J ........... of 19 . .zA .. . 
County 

of the ~~:~_ of ... ,fij.a.g.a.r.a .............. was duly passed by the .... Nj.~.g.a.r.a .... C.o .. Un..t.y .... L.e.g.i..s.l~ .. t.!.J.r.e ..... .. 
~ (Name of Legislative Body) 

lfilligQ not disapproyed 

on .......... A.v.g.l:l.~.t .... f.Q." ............ 19 .. 7..4. and was approved by the .............................................................. . 
repassed after disapproval Elective Chief Executive Officer 

on ...................................................................... 19 ......... Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a 

mandatory f d d . d h ff" f" f h l'f' d I . perFllis ~ive re eren urn an receIve tea lrmatlve vote 0 a maJoflty 0 t e qua 1 Ie e ectors voting 

general 
thereon at the speoiQl election held on ..... NO.y.e.mb.e.r. .... 5.J .................. 19 . .7..4. , in accordance with the appli-

~ 

cable provisions of law. 

(Suhject to permissive referendum and final adoption hecause no valid petition filed requesting 

referendum. ) 

4. I hereby certify that the lo(.al Jaw annexed hereto, designated as local law No ................... of 19 ........ .. 

County 
City 

of the T of ...................................... was duly passed by the ................................... ~ ............................................ on 
own (Name of Legislative Body) 

Village not disapproved 

...................................................... 19........ and was approved by the ......................................................... on 
repassed after disapproval Elective Chief Executive Officer 

.............................................................. 19 ......... Such local law being subject to a permissive referendum and no 

valid petition requesting such referendum having been filed, said local law was deemed duly adopted on 

...................................................................... 19 ......... in accordance with the applicable provisions of law • 

• Eloclive Chief Executive Officer means or includ.,s the chief executive officer of 8 county elected 
on 8 county-wido basis or if thero bo nono tho chuirmun of tho board of supervisors. the mllyor of 8 

city or vi Huge or the supervisor of 8 lown. whore such officer is vested with power to ul'llrove or 
voto local laws or ordinances. . " 



\Cil~ 1m'al tn' ('tHWt"rnin;.: Ch.u1n rt'\ i ... ion l'r(lpn~.('d b) rwtilion.) I 

i 
5. I IH'rt'hy c('rtify 1h.lt II\(, lo,-al Ll\\ ;lunt',\t,d tU'rt'h'. dt':-;ip\;\If'd as h,,'cat law l'\~l ...................... of 19 ....... . 

of thr· Cit)' of.. .................................... ; .................................. ha\"it1~ }"'f'1t suhmiltf'\t to reff'rC'ndJm pursuant to the 

prtwisions "f ~ ~~ of thc ~luni .. il'"llI"n',·lIulc Law alld ha\"ill~ I"<'<,<,i"('d 11.<, affirmalh'c \vote of <1 majoril)' 

of the qualifi('d ('iN-tors of such city voting llK't'Coll at tlw ~p('dall election held on the' ................................ .. 
genera 

................ 19 ............ hecnmt' operative. 

(1£ any other authorized form of final adoption has bc.'cn follow('d, plea~e pro\'i~e an appropriute 

('ert ificalion.) 

I fUl'lher ('('rtify thnt 1 han' compnrt,d tIl(' pl"f>ceding local Inw with the ori~innl oni file in this office 

and that the same is 3 correct transcript thC'rf.'from and of the whol(' of such original local law, and was 

finally adopted in the manner indicated in paragraph .. , ......... ~ .. :> ... ':": ... ~. abo., \'C' •. " .~ 
'.''--~' C/ 

• ,<~;'/u J :::0// 
ei('r\.. of Ihe ~il ,e )ill, 1*. i" Hi l'iH .... + 1!1 • )"Pell l":, r ''t'1 , 

•• Ii,. .. ,,;t; ale ,t·'a'> Uoh 

Niagara County Legislature 

Date: November , 1974 

(Seal) 

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney 

or other authorized Attorney or locality.) 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

COUNTY OF ............. N.l.A.GARA .................. . 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that all 

proper proceedings have been had or taken for. the enactrn,ent of the local law annexed hereto • 

.......... s.~:, ... ,~.9. ...... ~ .. , .. ~.i~ .......... .. 
(Title of Officer) Co u n ty A t to r n ey 

County 

~ of .......... ~.i.~.g.~.r.~r ................................ .. 
Village, 

Dated: November , 1974 


