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Dear Morrow County,  

I am pleased to present the 2023 Annual Report for the Morrow County Health District. Within these 

pages you will find a summary of your Health District’s work and financials for the past year.  

2023 was a busy year for MCHD as we continued our public health outreach and education efforts 

throughout the community. We have been working on conducting the latest Community Health 

Assessment (CHA) for Morrow County which should be completed during the first half of 2024. The 

environmental health division staff have been able to get the septic system operation and maintenance 

program up and running after much planning and collaboration. Through various grant opportunities from 

the Ohio Department of Health, MCHD has been able to expand the sexually transmitted infections (STI) 

clinic to include a site at Maryhaven. We have also been able to place three NaloxBoxes at various sites 

around Morrow County. Notable outreach events include a picnic event at Hidden Lakes in June where 

they were able to distribute health information to the residents there, and the annual Amish Health and 

Safety event held in September that had a record turn out of over 300 Amish men, women, and children.  

I cannot express the pride I feel in the staff at MCHD and in the Board of Health as they continue to 

protect the community, promote public health, and prevent illness and injury for our county. These 

individuals show time and time again, just how deeply they care for Morrow County and its residents. We 

are excited to see what 2024 brings, and we will continue moving forward together.  

Stay safe and healthy,  

 

 

Stephanie Bragg, RN, BSN, MHA 

Health Commissioner 

Vision 

Morrow County: Living Well in a Healthy Community 

Mission 

To protect the health of Morrow County by preventing disease and injury, and 

promoting healthy choices through leadership, education, and collaboration. 



MORROW COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
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The Morrow County Board of Health is the governing body of the Morrow County Health District. Each member of 

the Board is appointed for a five year term by the District Advisory Council. The purpose of the Board of Health is 

to represent the county’s best interests in disease prevention policy and governance. The Board operates as a 

single unit, and makes decisions by majority vote. Board of Health powers and authority can be found in Chapters 

3707 and 3709 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

MORROW COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT STAFF  (as of  3/1/2024) 

The Board of 

Health meets the 

3rd Monday of 

each month at 

6:00 pm in the 

Community 



FISCAL 

Page 4  MCHD Annual Report — 2023 

*Other includes Investment Incomes, Contributions & Donations, Fines & Forfeitures, and Other Misc. 



FISCAL 
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*Other includes Levy Expenses, Insurance & Bonding, Dues & Fees and Refunds 



FISCAL 
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In 2023, we removed smaller, individual funds from 

the General Fund, and put those funds into their 

own accounts. This is why the General Fund shows 

such a large deficit from last year. Those funds are 

now in their respective accounts. Also in 2023, we 

had to spend down carryover money in various 

grants, which is why these funds have much lower 

balances compared to previous years. 



GRANTS MANAGEMENT 
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In 2023, MCHD managed 12 different grants for 

a total of $638,922.45. Participating in these 

grant opportunities allows us to implement 

important programs that benefit our community.  



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
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Our EH team licenses 

and inspects Morrow 

County’s campgrounds, 

swimming pools, 

beaches, and body art 

facilities for health and 

safety hazards. 

EH staff issues permits 

for private wells and 

collects water samples 

for testing to ensure 

safe water for drinking 

and recreation. 

We follow up on 

complaints about issues 

that can make our 

community sick, 

including public health 

nuisances and possible 

rabies exposures. 

There were 0 positive 

animal rabies cases in 

2023 



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
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MCHD issues permits for 

household septic systems. 

EH staff performs 

inspections to make sure 

that the systems are 

installed properly, and are 

working as designed. 

MCHD issues operating licenses for Morrow 

County restaurants and food facilities. Our EH 

staff conduct inspections according to the 

rules set by Ohio’s Departments of Health and 

Agriculture. These rules are in place to prevent 

foodborne illness. 

For the 4th year in a row, Improper Date Marking 

remains the top Food Safety Violation. Food only lasts 

a limited amount of time before it becomes unsafe to 

serve. Date Marking items is a clear way to identify 

when food must be thrown away. 



NURSING 
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Our Nursing division monitors and 

investigates reportable diseases in 

Morrow County that can impact the 

health of our community. 

MCHD continues to monitor and track 

COVID cases, hospitalizations, and deaths 

throughout Morrow County 



NURSING 
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We provide vaccinations by 

appointment for children 

and adults in our 

immunization clinic. Our 

nurses also held special 

clinics to provide COVID-19 

vaccinations and boosters.   

MCHD nurses are able to 

provide reproductive 

health services, and STI 

testing and treatment for 

men and women due to 

grants received from the 

Ohio Department of 

Health. These grants allow 

us to offer services to 

everyone, regardless their 

ability to pay.  

Our public health nurses 

administer numerous 

programs that help benefit 

the children in our 

community. 

We offer TB skin 

tests by 

appointment, and 

we provide follow 

up and referrals  for 

positive results.  



VITAL STATISTICS 
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MCHD issues birth and death 

certificates, registers home 

births, and issues burial 

permits through our Vital 

Statistics program. We also 

monitor birth and death data 

to help prioritize public health 

initiatives in our community. 

*Vital Statistics data is collected from the Ohio Department of Health Data Warehouse 

Morrow County Leading Cause of Death by Year 
  

 

2019 Cancer 28%  

2020 Heart Disease 26%  

2021 Cancer 22%  

2022 Heart Disease 23%  

2023 Heart Disease/Cancer (Tie) 24% & 24%  


