
Understanding the Catawba-Wateree Basin
The Catawba-Wateree Basin is a vital water resource 
for approximately 2.2 million people in North and 
South Carolina. It extends 376 river miles, reaching 
the confluence of the Wateree and Congaree rivers, 
providing a crucial link between communities. 

This basin includes 11 interconnected reservoirs that 
help maintain water levels and support diverse needs, 
from drinking water to recreation. The region’s 12 
hydropower stations, along with nuclear and fossil 
power plants, play a significant role in generating 
energy for the area.

NC - SC Settlement Agreement 
Settlement Terms:
1. Regulate IBTs, encourage conservation 
2. Water Supply Study every 10 years
3. Coordinate consistent system for IBT approval

 · Public notice throughout basin
 · Environmental Impact Statement for major basin transfers
 · Findings of fact on necessity and reasonableness for IBT

4. Require implementation of Low Inflow Protocol (LIP) 
measures during drought

5. Develop an MOA to coordinate approvals for bi-state 
water providers

6. Dismiss case and everybody bear their own costs
7. No action for equitable apportionment if abiding by 

terms of the Comprehensive Relicensing Agreement 
(CRA)  

2014 Catawba-Wateree Water Supply Plan
In compliance with the NC-SC Settlement Agreement, a water 
supply master plan was completed in 2014, ensuring a sustainable 
water future. Updates are required every 10 years and are currently 
ongoing as part of the Integrated Water Resources Plan.
Developed with input from a 19-member stakeholder 
team—representing environmental groups, lake users, local 
governments and state agencies—the plan included updated water 
use projections through 2065. It explored various strategies to 
extend the region’s water supply and introduced long-term, 
basin-wide approaches to secure sustainable resources for future 
generations.  •
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 •Integrated Water Resources Plan:

Five-Year Schedule
 January-December 202101: Basis of Planning
 January-December 202202: Model Updates & Communications
 January-December 202303: Evaluations & Recommendations
 January-December 202404: Final Recommendations
 January-December 202505: IWRP Production and Rollout

Timeline

2011
Town of 
Mooresville joins

2014
Water Supply 
Master Plan

November 2015
40-yr New License 
issued by FERC

January 2018
FERC approves all 
New License 
amendments

July 2003
Duke Energy and stakeholders begin 
process to relicense the 
Catawba-Wateree Project (FERC 
Project No. 2232)

Summer 2006
70 parties sign binding 
CRA (Comprehensive 
Relicensing Agreement), 
Appendix C establishes 
LIP and CW-DMAG

December 6 , 2007
Catawba-Wateree Water 
Management Group 
officially formed per CRA 
Appendix N

2008
Town of 
Longview 
joins

2009
City of 
Statesville 
joins

2010
SC v. NC US Supreme 
Court Case settled largely 
by compliance with CRA

Current Catawbas IBTs - Draft Values

Catawba-Wateree 
Project Reservoirs


