
December 11, 2018

Selectboard
Landscape Design Presentation



 Reconstruction of Main Street and Merchants Row Bridges

 Reconstruction of Railroad Corridor

 Village Green Park

 Reconstruction of Printer’s Alley – Creation of Lazarus Park

Middlebury Bridge and Rail Project



Landscape Design Influences



 Allowable by Environmental Regulations/Permitting

 Incorporation of Public Input

 Incorporation of Town Government Input

Key Drivers of Landscape Design



 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969
– Assessment of social, economic, and environmental impacts of a proposed action 

or project

 US Department of Transportation Act of 1966 - Section 4(f)
– Prohibits use of public lands for transportation unless there are no feasible and 

prudent alternatives (includes parks, recreation areas, wildlife and water fowl 
refuges, or public and private historic properties)

 National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 – Section 106
– Protects listed or eligible National Register Historic Places from adverse effects 

diminishing the integrity of the property

Environmental Regulations



 Section 4(f) – No permanent changes to decrease the size of 
the park will be allowed – no encroachment of curbs/parking

 Section 106 – No adverse effects to the Village Green Park will 
be allowed
– The park must maintain its historic integrity and fit the context of the historic district
– The fountain must remain in the park on the central axis
– Provide contextual scale of grassed/green space and hardscape

Environmental Regulations



 Gather Site Information: Spring 2018

 Brainstorming/Ideas:  June 2018 Public Meeting

 Develop Design Concepts:  June – September 2018

 Public Input:  September 2018 Public Meeting

 Refine Design Concepts:  September – November 2018

 Selectboard/Planning Commission/Design Advisory Committee Input: November 2018 

 Refine Design Concepts: November-December 2018

 Public Input: December 2018 Public Meeting

 Develop Recommended Alternative – December 2018

 Present Recommended Alternative to Selectboard – December 11, 2018

Landscape Design Process



June 2018
Landscape Design Public Workshop



Village Green Area



1. Mature trees create shade here

2. Typical rear entry to the church

3. Utility boxes, drainage structures, informal 
walkway

4. Vegetation will be removed and this area 
regraded to be flatter

5. Memorial Garden area (working with church here)

6. Vegetation has been removed and this area will 
be regraded

7. Opportunities for reconfiguration of ground plane

8. Opportunities for new landscape planting plan

9. Current crosswalk configuration to remain

Village Green Site Analysis



Printer’s Alley Area



Printer’s Alley Site Analysis
1. Arc of winter sun; partially shaded for winter 

months

2. One way vehicular traffic, new sidewalk, 
curbs

3. Railroad emerges from new tunnel; definite 
edge condition for park

4. National Bank will have 5’ greenspace along 
building wall

5. Summertime shadow line can extend into 
the heart of the site during the middle of the 
day

6. Travel way provides access to Marble Works 
District

7. Access to existing Riverfront Park area



Brainstorming Ideas
 Assembly/event space

 Public restroom

 Lunch/meeting space

 Water features

 Church views/memorial garden

 Remember history

 Food/vendor space



September 2018
Landscape Design Public Presentation



 NEPA/4(f)/106 restrictions

 Space limitations

 Municipal concerns:  sustainability and maintainability

 Designing flexible spaces

Focus the Plan



Village Green Design Concept 1 



Village Green Design Concept 2 



Printer’s Alley Design Concept 1



Printer’s Alley Design Concept 2



 More open space in the Village Green

 More hardscape/plaza space in the Village Green

 Can the fountain be removed from the park space?

 Keep Printer’s Alley simple

 Printer’s Alley needs to create a better connection between 
Main Street and Water Front Park

Public Input/Discussion Points



Selectboard/Planning Commission/
Design Advisory Committee Input



Middlebury Parks Design Concept A 



Middlebury Parks Design Concept B 



 Incorporate more hardscape

 Create vibrant edge space for Village Green - mountable curb on Merchant’s Row

 Add color - incorporate planters/flowers

 Use crosswalk bump-outs for all pedestrian crossing locations

 Develop an appropriate lighting plan

 Incorporate electrical and water hook-ups throughout park space

 Create a better connection to the rest of Village Green

 Eliminate difficult to maintain grassed areas

Planning Commission/DAC Input



December 2018
Landscape Design Public Presentation



 Increase hardscape in Village Green

 Increase flowers and plantings in Village Green

 Include pedestrian bump-outs at crosswalks

 Eliminate grassed areas in Lazarus Park

 ADA accessibility through Lazarus Park

Main Themes for Working Draft



Middlebury Parks Working Draft



 Maximized allowable hardscape elements

 Fountain location/size/base configuration

 Use “red” maple street trees for fall foliage color

 Connection to the rest of Village Green

 Merchant’s Row parking configuration

 ADA accessible Lazarus Park path

 Printer’s Alley configuration – bank, landscaping strip, sidewalk, road

Public Input/Discussion Points



Landscape Design 
Recommended Alternative



Middlebury Parks Recommended Alternative



Middlebury Parks Tent Layout



 Final grading
 Hardscape material selection
 Planting selections (trees, shrubs, flowers)
 Amended soils and planting details
 Lighting plan
 Utility design – water, drainage, electrical
 Marble Works property impacts

Further Design Considerations
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