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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES 
McLEOD COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

MARTIN McLEOD BOARDROOM 
520 CHANDLER AVENUE NORTH, GLENCOE, MN 

MAY 7, 2024 
 
1 CALL TO ORDER  
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – Hannah Tjoflat, Employee Relations Director 
   
Emergency Management Director Kevin Mathews, who is retiring in May 2024, was recognized for 29 years of 
service to McLeod County. 
  
2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Krueger moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda. 
 
3 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. April 16, 2024, County Board Meeting Minutes. 
B. April 12, 2024, Auditor Warrants. 
C. April 19, 2024, Auditor Warrants. 
D. April 26, 2024, Auditor Warrants. 
E. April 16, 2024, Health and Human Services Warrants. 
F. April 25, 2024, Health and Human Services Warrants. 
G. Approve a gambling permit for Brownton Rod & Gun Club, Inc., to conduct a raffle on February 1, 2025, at 

19151 108th Street, Brownton, Minnesota, according to Minnesota Statute 349.213. The application is 
acknowledged with no waiting period. 

H. Approve final acceptance and payment of $35,058.02 to Structural Specialties Inc. (Hutchinson, Minnesota) 
for State Aid Project 043-599-044, the Bridge L9240 Replacement Project. This project is completed 
satisfactorily, and final acceptance and payment is recommended. 

I. Approve renewing the annual service agreement with Safe Assure Consultants, Inc. (Willmar, Minnesota) 
for Occupational Safety and Health Administration and other Public Works safety-related training at a cost 
of $6,830.99, with funds from the Highway Maintenance budget (03-310). This is an increase from last 
year's cost of $6,632.03. 

 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve to consent agenda. 
 
4 PROCLAMATIONS 
 

A. Mental Health Month – Chair Paul Wright 
 
Wright proclaimed May as Mental Health Month in McLeod County. 
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B. Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day – Chair Paul Wright 
 
Wright proclaimed May 9, 2024, as Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day in McLeod County. 
 
5 SHERIFF’S OFFICE – Tim Langenfeld, Sheriff; and Aaron Ward, Chief Deputy 
 

A. Consider approving Resolution 24-CB-18, Emergency Management Director and Deputy Emergency 
Management Director Appointments. 
 
This resolution would appoint Casey Stotts Emergency Management Director, and Craig Rossow Deputy 
Emergency Management Director as required by Minnesota State Statute Chapter 12.25.  
 
There is also a Loyalty Oath card required by Minnesota State Statute 12.43 that needs to be signed by the 
McLeod County Board Chair. This gets filed with the Minnesota Department of Public Safety — Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management. 

 
RESOLUTION 24-CB-18 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statute (MSS) 12.25 states that each county must have an emergency management 
director and one or more deputy directors; and 
 
WHEREAS, MSS 12.25 also states that the director and deputy director must be appointed by the County Board; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the emergency management director will be responsible for the organization, administration and 
operation of emergency management activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the role of the deputy director is to serve in the capacity of the director in the event that the director 
is not available to perform his/her duties or to assist with emergency management activities as needed/required. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Casey Stotts be appointed as the McLeod County Emergency 
Management Director. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Craig Rossow be appointed as the McLeod County Deputy Emergency Management 
Director. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the effective date of both appointments is May 17, 2024. 
 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded, motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 24-CB-18, Emergency 
Management Director and Deputy Emergency Management Director Appointments. 
  

B. Consider approving the delegation of authority to appoint Casey Stotts as the McLeod County Radiation 
Safety Officer for the security screening station at the McLeod County Courthouse. 

 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the delegation of authority to appoint 
Casey Stotts as the McLeod County Radiation Safety Officer for the security screening station at the McLeod County 
Courthouse. 
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C. Consider approving the purchase of a Net Clock Time Server through Independent Emergency Services 

(Hutchinson, Minnesota) at a cost of $9,727.00, with funds from the E-911 System-Maintenance Grant 
budget (25-285). 

 
Our current network clock is 14 years old, is not compatible with the County’s new Vesta 911 system, and 
it creates significant drift with the 9-1-1 call handling equipment. IES has installed a temporary fix until new 
equipment can be installed. 

 
Krueger moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a Net Clock Time 
Server through Independent Emergency Services (Hutchinson, Minnesota) at a cost of $9,727.00, with funds from 
the E-911 System-Maintenance Grant budget (25-285). 
 

D. Consider approving the purchase of a Key Variable Loader (KVL) Model 5000 from Alpha Wireless (North 
Mankato, Minnesota) at a cost of $8,745.73, with funds from the Emergency Management budget (01-
281). 
 
This equipment is used to program encryption into the public safety radios across the County. The current 
KVL is approximately 12-13 years old and unable to program new AES encryption that will be needed the 
next time radios are re-programmed. 
 
This purchase is included in the capital outlay line item in the Emergency Management budget. 

 
Krueger moved, Luthens seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase of a Key Variable Loader 
(KVL) Model 5000 from Alpha Wireless (North Mankato, Minnesota) at a cost of $8,745.73, with funds from the 
Emergency Management budget (01-281). 
 
6 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – Marc Telecky, Director 
 

A. Consider approving a request from the Winsted Lake Watershed Association to distribute up to $8,318.35 
of McLeod County Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) funds for treatment of Curly Leaf Pond Weed, with funds 
from the AIS budget (25-694). 
 
With matching funds of $924.27 from the Winsted Lake Watershed Association, the total project cost of 
treatment is $9,242.62. The authorized agent is Aquatic Solutions of MN (Little Falls, Minnesota). 
 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources determined on April 17, 2024, that the project would 
treat five separate areas of Winsted Lake with a total area of approximately 21.6 acres. This project is for 
the prevention and treatment of AIS into new water bodies and treating existing AIS. 
 
This request meets the requirements of the 2014 McLeod County AIS Plan. 

 
Schmalz moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve a request from the Winsted Lake 
Watershed Association to distribute up to $8,318.35 of McLeod County Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) funds for 
treatment of Curly Leaf Pond Weed, with funds from the AIS budget (25-694). 
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7 AUDITOR-TREASURER – Janet Betsinger, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer 
 

A. Consider approving a License to Permit Large Assemblies application by the Church of The Holy Trinity 
(Winsted, Minnesota) for the 2024 Winstock Country Music Festival. 
 
The purpose of the festival is to raise funds to support Holy Trinity Schools in Winsted, Minnesota. The 
assembly begins at 12:00 p.m. on June 13, 2024, and ends at 12:00 p.m. on June 16, 2024. The maximum 
number of persons anticipated attending is 18,999 each day. The maximum number of tickets to be issued, 
sold, or distributed is 18,999. The legal description is the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section (15) in Township (117) North of Range (27) West in Winsted Township.  
 
Also, consider approval for a three-day liquor license permit application for Winstock Country Music 
Festival for their event to be held June 13, 14, and 15, 2024. 

 
Telecky said the permit has been reviewed by his office, the Sheriff’s Office, and the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office. He 
noted that this year’s request includes a reduction of 1,000 people from last year’s request. 
 
Schmalz moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve a License to Permit Large Assemblies 
application by the Church of The Holy Trinity (Winsted, Minnesota) for the 2024 Winstock Country Music Festival. 
 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve a three-day liquor license permit 
application for Winstock Country Music Festival for their event to be held June 13, 14, and 15, 2024. 
 
It was not yet 9:30 a.m., the time at which the Public Hearing was scheduled, so the Board proceeded with the 
Public Works section of the agenda. 
 
8 PUBLIC HEARING – Connie M. Kurtzweg, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
Krueger moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to open the public hearing at 9:33 a.m. 
 

A. Continuation of public hearing for County Ditch 32. 
 
Today’s public hearing continuation is for the limited purpose of reviewing and adopting the proposed 
Findings and Orders as prepared by Attorney John Kolb (Rinke Noonan), and for the approval of the previous 
public hearing proceedings and for approval of assessment terms. 
 
Public Comment was received during the previous public hearing proceedings. Proposed Findings and 
Orders and draft proceedings are included in the Board packet. 

 
John Kolb, attorney at Rinke Noonan, provided some background information on the public hearing for County 
Ditch 32. This was the third iteration of the final hearing of the Redetermination of Benefits for CD 32. The first 
phase of the hearing was on February 22, 2024, and at that time the Drainage Authority received the viewers’ 
report, as well as information indicating that the notices for that hearing were incomplete in as much as the viewers 
had discovered some properties not included in their initial reporting. Public comment was received, and the 
Drainage Authority was directed to reexamine properties. The public hearing was continued to April 3, 2024, to 
allow the additional notices to be given, and to allow the viewers time to perform the reexamination of properties. 
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The public hearing was continued on April 3, 2024, and the Drainage Authority received an updated viewers’ report. 
The update included some resolution to their reexamination. However, Ron Vorlicek provided public comment 
regarding a concern that the viewers were viewing the correct ditch on his property. Based on that comment, the 
public hearing was continued to May 7, 2024, for the purpose of reexamining the record and having the viewers 
make additional adjustments to the report as necessary. 
 
During the continuance, Drainage Authority staff discovered records relating to a 2001-02 improvement of Branch 
2 of CD 32 that was petitioned by Mr. Vorlicek. This essentially replaced what was an open ditch portion of Branch 
2 of CD 32 with tile and an extended alignment. This was not information that had been updated in the County’s 
records and was not available to the viewers on the GIS system when they did their examination. During the 
reexamination, the viewers took that data and performed some reexamination of the Vorlicek and Good Hunting 
properties, which are all owned by Vorlicek. 
 
Kolb said the Drainage Authority directed the viewers to prepare Findings and Order consistent with the 
proceedings and reflect any changes that have been presented by the viewers. A draft of that order has been 
prepared, but it is subject to the Board receiving the final evidence in the proceedings and making a decision. 
 

B. Consider approving the February 22, 2024, public hearing proceedings, and the April 3, 2024, continuation 
public hearing proceedings for CD 32. 
 

Krueger moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the February 22, 2024, public hearing 
proceedings, and the April 3, 2024, continuation public hearing proceedings for CD 32. 
 

C. CD 32 Redetermination of Benefits, H2Over Viewers Amended Redetermination Recommendation, 
Deliberation. 
 
Consider approving the Findings and Orders of the Redetermination of Benefits for CD 32. 

 
Scott Henderson of H2Over Viewers provided an update to the reexamination and presented an amended report 
following the new information regarding improvements to Branch 2 of CD 32, which was received on April 3, 
2024. Henderson said the land class map changed a little due to the new information, from Class 3 acres to Class 
2 acres. Overall, he said, the available watershed didn’t change. The benefited acres did change a little because 
open ditch is non-benefited acres in the viewers’ process, so now that the landowners can farm over the tile and 
ditch the benefited acres increased by about 2.5-3 acres total. There were no changes to the sub-watershed 
adjustment factors. 
 
Henderson presented the final recommendation. With the slight change to benefited acres, the total benefits 
increased by about $5,000.00. He said that the damage payments also decreased because the open ditch was 
closed up and there is no need for a buffer. 
 
Ron Vorlicek, landowner, provided comment. He claimed that John Kolb is under investigation. He also disputed 
H2Over Viewers’ report, saying the tile is not where the report claims. He also said the Good Hunting property is 
not included in the maps. 
 
Henderson responded to Vorlicek’s comments. He stated that the exhibit sent to the Drainage Authority does 
include Good Hunting properties, specifically parcel 14.031.0100, and it is within the report and watershed. 
Krueger asked about Vorlicek’s concerns about the tile being in the wrong place in the report. Henderson 
repeated that this was based on the County’s records and the findings and order from 2002. 
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Vorlicek stated that the tile line was contradictory to a notice he received from H2Over Viewers before the May 7 
hearing. He reiterated that he believes the report is incorrect about where the tile is located. He claimed that the 
viewers are confusing this property with Good Hunting property. 
 
Nagel asked Vorlicek if there is a tile line where the viewers say it is. Vorlicek said part of a tile line is there, but 
not the rest of it. Nagel asked Vorlicek to clarify where the tile line is located. Vorlicek claimed he could not 
discuss that due to ongoing litigation with John Kolb. Nagel asked Vorlicek to say how far off the viewers’ report is 
on its location of the tile. Vorlicek said it was “feet off,” but that he’s not an engineer. Wright questioned if it 
would change the drainage area if the report is a few feet off on the location of the tile. 
 
Luthens asked about the letter Vorlicek received from H2Over Viewers. Henderson provided a copy of the letter 
and explanation of its contents. 
 
Krueger moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the Findings and Orders of the 
Redetermination of Benefits for CD 32. 
 

D. Consider approving the assessment with terms of $107,665.67, nine years at 4%. 
 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the assessment with terms of 
$107,665.67, nine years at 4%. 
 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded, motion carried unanimously to close the public hearing at 9:55 a.m. 
 
9 PUBLIC WORKS – Andrew Engel, Director 
 

A. Consider purchasing a 2024 Ford F150 4x4 Crew Cab pickup from Morrie's Buffalo Ford (Buffalo, Minnesota) 
at an estimated state contract price of $44,814.52, plus tax, title, and registration, with funds from the 
Highway Equipment Maintenance budget (03-340). 
 
An attempt was made to price out a similarly equipped GM pickup. GM model year 2024 pickups are no 
longer available, and 2025 model year pricing will not be available until late May or early June. Pricing for 
both manufacturers is expected to go up between 6% and 7% for 2025 models. 
 
Expected delivery is late summer/early fall.   
 
Public Works has two 2010 GMC Canyons, one in Highway and one in Parks. This pickup will replace the 
Canyon in the Highway fleet. The Highway Canyon will be transferred to parks and the current parks Canyon 
will be sold on MnBid in the fall. 

 
Schmalz moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve purchasing a 2024 Ford F150 4x4 Crew 
Cab pickup from Morrie's Buffalo Ford (Buffalo, Minnesota) at an estimated state contract price of $44,814.52, plus 
tax, title, and registration, with funds from the Highway Equipment Maintenance budget (03-340). 
 

B. Consider approving the sale of a 2010 GMC Canyon on MnBid. 
 
Krueger asked if the motion should specifically name MnBid or leave it open for Public Works to determine the best 
auction organization. Engel said MnBid has done well with pricing and has a fair commission rate. 
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Nagel moved, Luthens seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the sale of a 2010 GMC Canyon on MnBid. 
  

C. Consider approving change orders for the Glencoe Area Transportation Services Facility Project at a total 
cost of $8,300.50, with funds from the project budget (25-807). 
 
The change orders include a fire alarm system from Summit Fire Protection (St. Cloud, Minnesota) at a cost 
of $5,590.00, parking lot pavement from Duininck (Hutchinson, Minnesota) at a cost of $2,652.00, and 
additional testing from Chosen Valley Testing (St. Cloud, Minnesota) at a cost of $58.50. 

 
Engel said the parking lot paving was not an originally approved part of the project. The Board has since directed 
Public Works to pave the lot. Because the County did not have to patch 11th Street following utility hookups, those 
funds were left for the parking lot paving. 
 
Krueger moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve change orders for the Glencoe Area 
Transportation Services Facility Project at a total cost of $8,300.50, with funds from the project budget (25-807). 
 

D. Consider approving the estimate from Luedtke Contracting LLC (Hutchinson, Minnesota) to demolish the 
concrete bathrooms at five County Parks (Piepenburg, William May, Swan Lake, Stahl’s Lake, and Buffalo 
Creek) at a cost not to exceed $18,750.00, with funds from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (25-003). 
 
As outlined in the County Parks Plan, restroom upgrades were identified as an implementation priority, as 
well as a First Focus Area, across all six parks. At a workshop on March 19, 2024, staff recommended 
removing the “pit toilet” style restrooms and replacing them with portable restrooms compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
 
A second estimate was received from Hjerpe Contracting, Inc. (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for $19,885.00. 

 
Nagel asked if this agreement included excavation for the new portable restrooms, and what the timeline would be 
for the project. Engel said it does include excavation, and the project would begin this spring. 
 
Krueger moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the estimate from Luedtke Contracting 
LLC (Hutchinson, Minnesota) to demolish the concrete bathrooms at five County Parks (Piepenburg, William May, 
Swan Lake, Stahl’s Lake, and Buffalo Creek) at a cost not to exceed $18,750.00, with funds from the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund (25-003). 
 

E. Consider approving Public Works staff to purchase and install privacy screening/fencing for portable 
restrooms at five McLeod County Parks at a cost not to exceed $6,250.00, with funds from the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund (25-003). 
 
The fencing would be installed in Piepenburg, William May, Swan Lake, Stahl’s Lake, and Buffalo Creek 
parks. 

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Public Works staff to purchase and 
install privacy screening/fencing for portable restrooms at five McLeod County Parks at a cost not to exceed 
$6,250.00, with funds from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (25-003). 
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F. Consider approving estimates from TLB Construction LLC (Hutchinson, Minnesota) to complete identified 
work at Lake Marion Regional Park and Piepenburg Regional Park at a total cost not to exceed $55,475.00, 
with funds from the County Parks budget (01-520). 
 
On August 11, 2023, a hailstorm damaged the roofs on various buildings at Lake Marion Regional Park and 
Piepenburg Regional Park. Payment from MCIT has been received less the recoverable depreciation. Staff 
have reviewed and identified the buildings where roof repair or replacement is warranted. In total there 
are five structures at Lake Marion and five structures at Piepenburg.  
 
Estimates were received from TLB Construction LLC for repairs at Lake Marion in the amount of $39,600.00, 
and at Piepenburg in the amount of $15,875.00. 
 
Estimates were also received from Schauer & Sons Construction Inc. for repairs at Lake Marion in the 
amount of $41,506.47, and at Piepenburg in the amount of $16,866.06. 

 
Luthens asked what the timeline for the project would be. Engel wasn’t certain on the timeline but wanted to get 
started on the project as soon as possible. 
 
Wright moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve estimates from TLB Construction LLC 
(Hutchinson, Minnesota) to complete identified work at Lake Marion Regional Park and Piepenburg Regional Park 
at a total cost not to exceed $55,475.00, with funds from the County Parks budget (01-520). 
 

G. Consider approving an estimate from TLB Construction LLC (Hutchinson, Minnesota) to complete identified 
repairs at Lake Marion Regional Park at a cost not to exceed $8,750.00, with funds from the County Parks 
budget (01-520). 
 
TLB Construction LLC has provided an estimate to re-roof the side of the Beach Shelter and Bathhouse as 
well as some fascia repair. MCIT did not identify this structure as damaged by the August 11, 2023, 
hailstorm. 

 
Krueger moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve an estimate from TLB Construction LLC 
(Hutchinson, Minnesota) to complete identified repairs at Lake Marion Regional Park at a cost not to exceed 
$8,750.00, with funds from the County Parks budget (01-520). 
 

H. Consider approving an estimate from e2 Electrical Services (Hutchinson, Minnesota) for Fairgrounds 
electrical upgrade projects at a total cost of $39,000.00, with funds from the Designated for Capital Assets 
budget (25-807). 
 
Staff have identified two additional electrical projects to be completed at the Fairgrounds. These projects 
will provide expanded opportunities for current and future events.  
 

 Project 4 — Installing 50-amp and 110-volt outlets to various locations on the relocated Children’s 
Barnyard. 

 Project 5 — Installing 50-amp outlets and light poles on the south fence line. 
 

An estimate was received from e2 Electrical Services Inc. in the amount of $39,000.00 with an option to 
deduct conduit from the two projects for $1,400.00. 
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An additional estimate was received from Design Electric Inc. (St. Cloud, Minnesota) in the amount of 
$54,100.00 with an option to add conduit to Project 5 for an additional $10,600.00. 

 
Engel said these electrical projects and previous electrical projects approved for the Fairgrounds have been planned 
for more than a year and will help with the Fair and other events at the Fairgrounds. 
 
Nagel moved, Krueger seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve an estimate from e2 Electrical Services 
(Hutchinson, Minnesota) for Fairgrounds electrical upgrade projects at a total cost of $39,000.00, with funds from 
the Designated for Capital Assets budget (25-807). 
 

I. Consider approving the purchase of six free-standing display kiosks from Park Warehouse LLC (Delray 
Beach, Florida) at a cost of $7,974.00, with funds from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (25-003). 
 
As outlined in the Parks Plan, updated park signage was identified as an implementation priority as well as 
one of the First Focus Areas. The signage was discussed at the Board workshop on March 19, 2024. 
 
A second estimate was received from Displays4Sale (Freeport, New York) at a cost of $11,769.21. 

 
Engel said the kiosks are enclosed bulletin boards where notices, maps, park events and other information can be 
posted. 
 
Krueger moved, Nagel seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase of six free-standing display 
kiosks from Park Warehouse LLC (Delray Beach, Florida) at a cost of $7,974.00, with funds from the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund (25-003). 
 
Following this item, the Board returned to the Public Hearing. 
 
10 ATTORNEY – Ryan Hansch, County Attorney 
 
Hansch stated that according to Minnesota Statute 373.07, the County Board is to receive timely notice whenever 
the Board is involved in a civil suit. 
 

A. Notification of Freedom Mortgage Corporation v. multiple defendants, including McLeod County. This was 
a mortgage foreclosure action. McLeod County’s interest in the litigation was the priority of its drainage 
lien. The McLeod County Attorney’s Office corresponded with the attorney for Plaintiff. This matter was 
then dismissed, at Plaintiff’s request, by the Court on April 25, 2024. 
 

B. Notification of Lora Vogelpohl v. McLeod County Health and Human Services, et al. This case is being 
litigated in Federal Court. MCIT has denied coverage. The McLeod County Attorney’s Office is defending 
McLeod County in this case. 
 
Following a fraud investigation, Plaintiff was disqualified from receiving SNAP benefits. Plaintiff waived her 
right to a hearing. Plaintiff now claims that the standard State of Minnesota form that Plaintiff signed was 
not specific enough about all hearing rights that Plaintiff waived. 

 
11 COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
  
Commissioners reviewed their calendars and meetings attended since April 16, 2024. 






