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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )      

     )        ORDINANCE 24-06 

COUNTY OF MCCORMICK )      

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 

MCCORMICK COUNTY (ANIMALS) REGARDING ANIMAL OWNERSHIP 

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDING PROVIDING SUFFICIENT FOOD AND WATER, 

PROPER SHELTER, VETERINARY CARE WHEN NEEDED, IMPOSING 

RESTRICTIONS CONCERNING THE TETHERING OF ANIMALS, PROVIDING FOR 

THE HUMANE CARE AND TREATMENT OF ANIMALS TO PREVENT SUFFERING, 

AND RELATED MATTERS.   

WHEREAS, South Carolina Code Section 47-3-20 provides that the governing body of 

each county or municipality in this State may enact ordinances and promulgate regulations for 

the care and control of dogs, cats, and other animals and to prescribe penalties for violations; and  

 

WHEREAS, McCormick County desires to enact regulations for the care and control of 

dogs and other domesticated animals and adopts this Ordinance 24-06 for that purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance 24-06 amends Chapter 4 – Animals of the Code of 

Ordinances of McCormick County and Ordinance 18-09 adopted July 16, 2019 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the County Council of McCormick 

County, South Carolina, as follows: 

 

1. Chapter 4 – Animals of the Code of Ordinances of McCormick County and Ordinance 

18-09 are amended to read as follows: 

ARTICLE I. – IN GENERAL 

Sec. 4-1. Adoption of state laws by reference. 

(a) The county hereby adopts by reference S.C. Code 1976, 55 47-3-10 through 47-3-75 with 
certain modifications as set out by law concerning dogs and other domestic pets. 

(b) This section shall not require the county council to establish an animal shelter in the county, 
but it shall make the provisions of S.C. Code 1976, 5 47-3-30 optional with the county 
council. The provisions of S.C. Code 1976, 55 47-3-40 and 47-3-50 which relate to the 
maintenance of an animal shelter by the county shall apply only if the county council by its 
option shall establish an animal shelter. The provisions of S.C. Code 1976, 5 47-3-60 shall 
be optional with the county council and shall apply only if the county council establishes an 
animal shelter in the county. 

(c) The provisions of S.C. Code 1976, 55 47-3-210, 47-3-220 and 47-3-230 are hereby adopted 
and made an ordinance of the county. It is further enacted as an ordinance that the term 
"sheep-killing dog," as used in the three sections referenced in this section shall also apply to 
dogs which may kill cows, bulls, calves and/or other domestic animals, and the provisions of 
the sections referenced in this section shall include such domestic-animal-killing dogs. 
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(d) The county council hereby adopts by reference S.C. Code 1976, 55 47-3-710—47-3-770, as 
amended. 

(Ord. No. 13, 5 1, 9-28-78; Ord. No. 97-04, 5 1, 6-17-97) 

Secs. 4-2—4-50. Reserved. 

ARTICLE 11. REGULATION OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

Sec. 4-51. Nuisance activities by dogs. 

(a) No owner of a dog shall allow his dog to engage in activity constituting a nuisance on public 
property or on property of another. As used in this section, the term "nuisance" means that 
which endangers life or health, gives offense to the senses, violates the law of decency, or 
obstructs reasonable and comfortable use of property or public ways. 

(b) Any person who observes a dog engaging in activity constituting a nuisance may institute a 
civil action against the owner of such dog to obtain injunctive relief prohibiting the owner of 
such dog from allowing his dog to engage in such nuisance activity. Such injunctive relief 
may include but is not limited to an order requiring the owner to restrain his dog from 
leaving the property of the owner. If any owner violates an order granting injunctive relief, 
such violation shall be regarded as contempt of court, for which the owner shall be punished 
as provided by general law. In addition, any person who suffers damage as a result of the 
nuisance activity of a dog may institute a civil action for damages against the owner of such 
dog in a court of competent jurisdiction and may recover damages upon a showing that the 
owner of such dog was negligent in allowing his dog to engage in such nuisance activity. 

(Ord. No. 18-09, 5 1(1.), 7-16-19) 

Sec. 4-52. Dogs running at large. 

(a) Findings. 

 

(1) McCormick County Council takes note of the fact that throughout history dogs have 

been the favorite pets of mankind. Dogs have been loved for their loyalty, courage, 

nobility, beauty and devotion since the dawn of civilization. Dogs have been and still 

are a protection to children, the aged and those who live alone. The ownership of a 

dog is a valuable means of teaching children love, kindness, unselfishness and duty. 

An obedient, trained and supervised dog, cared for by its owners, is an asset to its 

owners and neighbors. Dog owners who assume the responsibility of ownership enjoy 

many advantages of having a dog as a pet, without disturbing or encroaching upon 

the rights of others. 

 

(2) On the other hand, dogs whose owners make no provisions for proper restraint roam 

properties of neighbors, destroy personal property of others, litter property of others, 

endanger children and adults, pose hazards to motorists and constitute nuisances. 

 
(b) Intent. McCormick County Council intends by this section to take effective action to control 

and remedy the problems described in subsection (a)(2) of this section while at the same 
time protecting the values of dog ownership described in subsection (a)(l) of this section. 
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(c) Purpose; statutory authority. This section was enacted to promote the general health, safety 
and welfare of the citizens of McCormick County and to protect their property rights. This 
section was enacted pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, 5 47-3-20, which empowers the governing 
body of each county to enact ordinances and promulgate regulations for the control of dogs 
and other domesticated animals and to prescribe penalties for violations thereof. 

(d) "Owner" defined. For the purposes of this section, the word "owner" includes any person 
who claims a right of property in a dog, keeps a dog or has it in care or acts as its custodian, 
or permits a dog to sleep and eat regularly on premises owned or leased by that person. In 
this definition, the term "regularly" shall mean at least four consecutive days and nights 
immediately previous to any offense under this section. 

(e) No person shall poison any animal other than household pests or intentionally or negligently 
kill, mistreat or abandon any domestic animal. Only authorized law enforcement officers, 
their agents, veterinarians or their agents or the animal’s rightful owner shall be permitted to 
dispose of domestic animals, and this shall be done in a legally permissible and humane 
manner. 

(f) Anyone owning, harboring, keeping in possession, or having custody or control of any 
animal shall provide such animal with sufficient food and water, proper indoor or outdoor 
shelter, and veterinary care when needed, providing for humane care and treatment and to 
prevent suffering. 

Outdoor Shelter - Proper outdoor shelter is an outdoor house-like structure appropriate for 

the size and number of animals which will keep a non-aquatic animal dry, out of the direct 

path of winds, out of direct sun, and at a reasonable temperature that is healthful for the 

animal. The containment area for the animal shall be free of accumulated waste and debris so 

that the animal shall be free to walk or lie down without coming in contact with waste or 

debris; shall be free of unsanitary conditions; reasonable measures should be taken to keep 

the area free of ticks, fleas, and flies, A suitable method of drainage shall be provided to 

rapidly eliminate any excess water or moisture. Aquatic and semi-aquatic animals shall have 

an adequate amount of clean water in which to move. For dogs outside without the physical 

presence of an owner or caretaker, proper shelter shall meet the following minimum 

standards: 

 

The shelter shall be an enclosed waterproof and windproof structure of suitable size to 

accommodate each dog and allow retention of body heat. It shall be made of durable material 

with a solid, waterproof floor raised from the ground. 

 
During times when the forecasted or actual outdoor temperature measures forty-five (45) 
degrees Fahrenheit or lower, the outdoor shelter must have a windbreak at the entrance. The 
outdoor shelter shall have adequate suitable, clean bedding material to provide insulation and 
protection against cold and dampness and promote retention of body heat such as shavings or 
straw otherwise as needed when illness or injury are present. 

During times when the forecasted or actual outdoor temperature measures eighty-five (85) 
degrees Fahrenheit or higher, each dog must be afforded one (1) or more separate areas of 
shade large enough to accommodate the entire body of the dog at one time to ensure 
protection from the direct rays of the sun during all daylight hours. A doghouse is inadequate 
protection from the sun. 
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A doghouse shall not be constructed of metal or any material that readily conducts heat or cold 
unless properly insulated. Trees, shrubbery, abandoned cars and the like, stacked cages without 
dividers, cages with wire floors without a solid resting platform, do not meet the criteria for 
"proper shelter". 

 

Food and Water - Sufficient food shall mean adequate amounts of fresh, wholesome food 

suitable for the type and size of animal, fit for consumption and free from deleterious 

substances such as insects and insect larva, decaying matter, or other foul or filthy substances. 

Sufficient water shall mean a constant supply of clean, potable water except when in 

compliance with the recommendations of a state licensed veterinarian to withhold food and 

water for a certain period of time and proof of such requirement from the state licensed 

veterinarian can be shown. 

 
(g) No person owning, harboring, keeping in possession, or having custody or control of any 

animal shall permit such animal to create a public nuisance. Public nuisance shall include, 
but not be limited to, the following: creating excessive noise; molesting people; chasing 
vehicles; depositing excretory matter on property other than that of the owner or responsible 
individual; run at large off property owned, rented, or controlled by the owner where such 
dog causes or poses a threat of damage to property, or injury to other persons. Provided 
further, it shall be unlawful for the owner of or individual responsible for any domestic 
animal of any description willfully or negligently to permit any such animal to run at large 
beyond the limits of his own land or the lands leased, occupied or controlled by the owner. A 
person caring for community cats, as defined herein, is not considered to be owning, 
harboring, keeping in possession or having custody or control of those cats and so shall be 
exempt from this section as long as permission is granted by the landowner. 

 

The animal control officer shall pick up and quarantine any dog running at large. To obtain 
release of his dog, an owner must satisfy the animal control officer that the dog is currently 
inoculated against rabies, and also pay a quarantine fee in the amount established by the 
county. Payment of this fee shall be in lieu of any further penalties under this section. After 
any dog has been quarantined for 21 days and is unclaimed by its owner, the animal control 
officer may dispose of such dog by a humane form of destruction or such dog may be turned 
over to any organization established for the purpose of caring for animals. Complete records 
shall be kept by the animal control officer as to the disposition of all animals impounded. 

(h) Unlawful acts: 

(1) No person responsible for an animal shall allow his animal to run at large off of property 
owned, rented or controlled by him. 

(2) Tethering of dogs. “Tethered” or “tethering” means attaching an animal to a stationary object 
by means of a chain, cable, rope, running line, harness or similar device. Tethering shall not 
include the use of an appropriate leash to walk a dog. It shall be unlawful to tether an animal 
while outdoors except when all of the following conditions are met: 

a. The animal must be over the age of six (6) months. 

b. The tether is connected to the animal with a buckle-type collar or a body harness 
made of nylon or leather, and such collar or harness is not less than one (1) inch 
in width and is at least one (1) inch greater in diameter than the animal's neck or 
torso. 
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c. The tether has the following properties: 

1. A minimum eight-foot length; 

2. A swivel-type termination at both ends; and 

3. Total weight does not exceed ten (10) percent of the animal's body weight. 

4. The animal is not tethered outside during extreme weather, including, but not limited 
to, temperatures above ninety (90) degrees Fahrenheit or below forty-five (45) degrees 
Fahrenheit snow hail tornadoes, thunderstorms tropical storms or hurricanes. 

5. The animal is tethered so as to prevent injury, strangulation or entanglement.  

 

6. f. The animal has access to water and shelter. 

 

7. The animal is not tethered where any object may interfere or impede free movement of 
the tether. 

8. The animal is not sick or injured. 

9. The animal is not tethered in such proximity to any other tethered animal that would 
allow entanglement. 

10.The animal is not tethered on any property with an unoccupied dwelling, to include,      

but not be limited to, abandoned or condemned buildings. 

 

11.Any pulley, running line or trolley system to which a tether is attached shall be no less 

than eight (8) feet in length and no more than seven (7) feet above ground. 

 

12. A person may tether, fasten, chain, or tie a dog, but it must be no longer than is 

necessary for the person to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be 

restrained for a reasonable period. 

 

This subsection shall not apply to animals tethered as part of training for hunting or sport dogs, 

for animals involved in public events (dog shows, fairs, etc.) or animals at campgrounds located 

within the unincorporated areas of the county. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 

prohibit a person from walking a small animal on a hand-held leash.  

 
(3) Release or take out of quarantine without proper authority any dog or cat or resist law 

enforcement personnel engaging in the capture and quarantine of a dog or cat. 

(4) Abandonment—intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly leave a domestic animal alone or 
permit the animal to be abandoned at a location without providing minimum care and/or in 
circumstances which might cause harm to the animal, or deserting, forsaking, or 
relinquishing custody of such animal without making reasonable arrangements for someone 
else to assume responsibility for the health, safety, and welfare of the animal. Community 
cats returned to the same location from which they were collected shall not be considered 
abandoned. 
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(5) Intentionally, knowingly, negligently, or recklessly: 

a. Possesses a large number of companion animals; 

b. Fails to or is unable to provide the minimum requirements under subsection (f) of this section; 

c. Keeps the animals in severely overcrowded environment; and 

d. Displays an inability to recognize or understand the nature of or has a reckless disregard 

for the conditions under which the companion animals are living and the deleterious impact 

they have on the companion animals' and owner's or possessor's health and well-being. 

 

(6) Any person who violates the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in accordance with county ordinances. In 

addition, if as a result of a violation of a provision or provisions of this section, an animal is 

observed to be in immediate danger of death or serious injury, or continued maltreatment or 

severe neglect, the animal may be removed and impounded pursuant to appropriate legal 

authority. 

 

(i) Prohibited acts; enforcement. It shall be unlawful for any owner to: 

(1) Allow his dog to run at large off of property owned, rented or controlled by him where such 
dog causes or poses a threat of damage to property or injury to other persons. 

(2) Keep a vicious or unruly dog unless under restraint by a fence, chain or other means so that 
such dog cannot reach persons not on land owned, leased or controlled by him. 

(3) Release or take out of quarantine without proper authority any dog, or resist county 
personnel engaging in the capture and quarantine of a dog. Upon personal observation, any 
law enforcement officer of the county, including the animal control officer, may issue to the 
owner of a dog a courtesy summons giving notice of an ordinance violation. Upon personal 
observation, any citizen may sign a warrant charging the owner of a dog with a violation of 
this section. 

(j)Quarantine and disposition of dogs found running at large. The animal control officer shall 

pick up and quarantine any dog running at large. To obtain release of his dog, an owner must 

satisfy the animal control officer that the dog is currently inoculated against rabies, and also pay 

a quarantine fee in the amount established by the county from time to time. Payment of this fee 

shall be in lieu of any further penalties under this section. All fees so collected shall be delivered 

to the county treasurer for deposit in the general fund of the county. After any dog has been 

quarantined for 21 days and is unclaimed by its owner, the animal control officer may dispose of 

such dog by a humane form of destruction or such dog may be turned over to any organization 

established for the purpose of caring for animals. Complete records shall be kept by the animal 

control officer as to the disposition of all animals impounded. 

 

(k)Humane animal care. No person shall fail to provide any animal under his care with sufficient 

food and water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, humane care and treatment. No 

person shall abandon or set at large to roam free any animal without providing for its humane 

care as required by this chapter. Doing so shall be a violation of this chapter and each animal 

shall constitute a separate violation. 
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(l)Jurisdiction. This section shall apply to all owners who keep dogs on of animals on property 

within the unincorporated areas of the county. 

 

(m)Penalty. Any person failing to comply with the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and may be punished by a fine not to exceed $50.00. Each day of violation shall 

constitute a separate offense. 

 

(Ord. No. 18-09, 5 1(2.), 7-16-19) 

Sec. 4-53. Dumping litter on private or public property prohibited; exceptions; responsibility for 

removal; penalties. 

(a) A person, from a vehicle or otherwise, may not dump, throw, drop, deposit, discard, or 

otherwise dispose of litter or other solid waste, as defined by S.C. Code 1976, 5 44-96-

40(2), (6), (32), (33), (43), (46), (73), and (74), and including cigarette butts and cigarette 

component litter, upon waters or public or private property in the state for which he is not 

the legal owner or a person otherwise granted permission by the legal owner including, but 

not limited to, a highway, park, beach, campground, forest land, recreational area, trailer 

park, road, street, or alley except: 
(1) On property designated by the state for the disposal of litter and other solid waste and the 

person is authorized to use the property for that purpose; or 

(2) Into a litter receptacle in a manner that the litter is prevented from being carried away or 
deposited by the elements upon a part of the private or public property or waters. 

(b) Responsibility for the removal of litter from property or receptacles is upon the person 
convicted pursuant to this section of littering the property or receptacles. If there is no 
conviction for littering, the responsibility is upon the owner of the property. 

(c) A person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount not more than 15 pounds, 
including cigarette butts and cigarette components, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not less than $25.00 and not more than $100.00 or imprisoned for 
not more than 30 days. In addition to the fine or term of imprisonment, the court also must 
impose eight hours of litter-gathering labor or other form of community service. 

(d) The fine for a deposit of a collection of litter or garbage in an amount not more than 15 
pounds in an area or facility not intended for public deposit of litter or garbage is not less 
than $50.00 and not more than $150.00. The provisions of this subsection apply to a deposit 
of litter or solid waste, as defined by S.C. Code 1976, 5 44-96-40(2), (6), (32), (33), (43), 
(46), (73), and (74), including cigarette butts and cigarette components, in an area or facility 
not intended for public deposit of litter or garbage. This subsection does not prohibit a 
private property owner from depositing litter or garbage as a property enhancement if the 
depositing does not violate applicable local or state health and safety regulations. In addition 
to a fine and for each offense pursuant to the provisions of this subsection, the court also 
shall impose a minimum of 16 hours of litter-gathering labor or other form of community 
service. 

(1) The court, instead of payment of the monetary fine imposed for a violation of this section, 
may direct the substitution of additional litter-gathering labor or other form of community 
service. 
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(2) In addition to other punishment authorized by this section, in the discretion of the court in 
which conviction is obtained, the person may be directed by the judge to pick up and remove 
from any public place or any private property, with prior permission of the legal owner of 
the property upon which it is established by competent evidence that the person has 
deposited litter, all litter deposited on the place or property by any person before the date of 
execution of sentence. 

(e) A person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount exceeding 15 pounds, but 
not exceeding 500 pounds on any public or private property, any portion of the road right-of-
way, fresh-water lake, river, canal or stream, or tidal or coastal waters of the state must be 
charged with illegal dumping of litter and is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
must be fined not less than $200.00 nor more than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 
30 days. In addition, the court shall require the violator to complete 16 hours of litter-
gathering labor or perform other community service. For a second conviction, the person 
must be fined not less than $200.00 nor more than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 
30 days. In addition, the court shall require the violator to complete 24 hours of litter-
gathering labor or other community service. For a third or subsequent conviction, the person 
must be fined not less than $200.00 nor more than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 
30 days. In addition, the court shall require the violator to complete 32 hours of litter-
gathering labor or other community service. 

(f) (1) A person who violates the provisions of this section in an amount exceeding 500 pounds 
is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than $500.00 nor 
more than $1,000.00, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. In addition, the court 
may order the violator to: 

(a) Remove or render harmless the litter that he dumped in violation of this subsection; 

(b) Repair or restore property damaged by, or pay damages for damage arising out of, his 
dumping of litter in violation of this subsection; or 

(c) Perform community service relating to the removal of litter dumped in violation of this 
subsection or relating to the restoration of an area polluted by litter dumped in violation of 
this subsection. 

(2) A court may enjoin a violation of this subsection. 

(3) A motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft, container, crane, winch, or machine involved in the 
disposal of more than 500 pounds of litter in violation of this subsection is declared 
contraband and is subject to seizure and summary forfeiture to the state. 

(4) If a person sustains damages in connection with a violation of this subsection that gives rise 
to a felony against the person or his property, a court, in a civil action for those damages, 
shall order the wrongdoer to pay the injured party threefold the actual damages or $200.00, 
whichever amount is greater. In addition, the court shall order the wrongdoer to pay the 
injured party's court costs and attorney's fees. 

(5) A fine imposed pursuant to this subsection must not be suspended, in whole or in part. 

(g) (1) When the penalty for a violation of this section includes litter-gathering labor in addition 

to a fine or imprisonment, the litter-gathering portion of the penalty is mandatory and must 

not be suspended; however, the court, upon the request of a person convicted of violating 

this section, may direct that the person pay an additional monetary penalty instead of the 

litter-gathering portion of the penalty that must be equal to the amount of $15.00 an hour 
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of litter-gathering labor. Probation must not be granted instead of the litter-gathering 

requirement, except for a person's physical or other incapacities. 

(2) Funds collected pursuant to this subsection instead of the mandatory litter-gathering labor 

must be remitted to the county or municipality where the littering violation took place. The 

money collected may be used for the litter-gathering supervision. 

(h) A prior violation within the meaning of this section means only a violation of this section 
which occurred within a period of five years including and immediately preceding the date of 
the last violation. 

(i) Magistrates and municipal courts have jurisdiction to try violations of subsections (a), (b), 
(c), (d), (e), and (f). 

(j) (1) This section shall not apply to the discarding of deceased fish, game, or wildlife, or the 
parts or remains thereof, taken as a result of legal hunting or fishing pursuant to S.C. Code 
1976, Title 50. The exception provided for by this subsection does not apply to deceased 
animals, animal parts, or remains thereof that are deposited or discarded onto the private 
lands or waters of another without the owner's permission. 

(2) For the purposes of subsections (e) and (f), illegal dumping is defined as disposing of 

more than 15 pounds of any collection of solid waste, litter, or other materials defined in 

subsection (a), including discarded, deceased animals or deceased animal parts which create a 

hazard to the public health and welfare, but not defined as a careless, scattered littering of 

smaller items. 

 

(k) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the authority of a local government to enforce 

ordinances relating to the upkeep of property pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, 55 4-9-25 and 5-

7-80. 

(2) If a conflict occurs between this section and the Solid Waste Policy and Management 

Act as contained in S.C. Code 1976, tit. 44, ch. 96, the latter controls. 
(l) The department of public safety shall maintain statistical information regarding citations 

issued pursuant to this section. 

(m) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting any cause of action against the state, 
any political subdivision, or any employee thereof acting in their official capacity to an 
individual performing community service under this section who is completing litter pickup 
without direct oversight, including any claim under workers' compensation. Routine follow 
up to ensure completion of litter pickup by a county, municipality, or state employee is not 
considered oversight. 

(Ord. No. 18-09, 5 2(16-11-700), 7-16-19) 

Sec. 4-54. Acceptance of cash bond in lieu of immediate court appearance in litter control 

prosecutions. 

When any person is charged with a violation of S.C. Code 1976, 5 16-11-700 or any 

county ordinance relating to litter control, any officer authorized to enforce such law or 

ordinance may accept a cash bond in lieu of requiring an immediate court appearance. Such 

bond shall not exceed the maximum fine provided for a conviction of the offense charged and 

may be forfeited to the court by the enforcement officer if the person charged fails to appear in 

court. 
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(Ord. No. 18-09, 5 2(16-11-710), 7-16-19) 

Sec. 4-55. Animal/litter control officer. 

In order to enforce the provisions of this article, and with the approval and cooperation of 

the McCormick County Sheriff’s Office, there is hereby created within the McCormick County 

Sheriff’s Office the position of animal/litter control officer. The animal/litter control officer 

shall be a certified law enforcement officer with the authority of arrest and shall be trained in 

animal and liter control. The McCormick County Sheriff’s Office shall ensure the animal/litter 

control officer is properly certified and trained for this position and shall be responsible for 

hiring and supervising the animal/litter control officer. At the discretion of the McCormick 

County Sheriff, the animal/litter control officer may be assigned to perform other law 

enforcement duties. 

(Ord. No. 18-09, 5 3, 7-16-19) 
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