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TAB A  
Cover Letter



March 8, 2022

HAND DELIVERY

Taylor Newton
Director of Planning and Economic Development
County of Lunenburg  
11413 Courthouse Road
Lunenburg, Virginia 23952

RE: Virginia Electric and Power Company (d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia)(“Dominion”) 
Conditional Use Permit Application Solar Facilities (and Section 15.2-2232 Review 
Application). 

Dear Ms. Newton: 

 Enclosed please find a conditional use permit application packet (the “Application”) requesting 
approval of a large-scale solar project (the “Project”) in Lunenburg County, Virginia (the “County”).  
Pursuant to Article 22 of the County’s Zoning Ordinance, Dominion is providing ten (10) copies of the 
Application (see enclosed binders), which includes the documents and plans required for large-scale solar 
projects. In addition, two (2) over-sized copies of the Project preliminary site plan are also included 
separately. An electronic copy of the application documents has also been submitted. The Application fee 
of $400.00 has been mailed to the Lunenburg County Treasurer. 
    

In accordance with Code of Virginia § 15.2-2316.7, Dominion has provided a separate notice of its 
intent to locate the Project in the County, and a request to negotiate a siting agreement with the Board of 
Supervisors.     

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me
at 804-212-5426 or at robin.l.lucey@dominionenergy.com. 

Sincerely, 

Robin L. Lucey
Dominion Energy Virginia
Business Development Manager

cc: Frank Rennie, Esquire, County Attorney  



TAB B 
Conditional Use Permit  

Application Form 



Lunenburg Planning Office

Section 1

Applicant Name:  Virginia Electric and Power Company (d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia)   

c/o Robin Lucey, Business Development Manager   

Owner Name: See “Property Owner Information” (TAB C) in the Application Binder  

Owner Signature: See “Project Owner Authorizations” (TAB D) in the Application Binder    

Contact Name for Application:    Robin Lucey                                                                                                      

Physical and Mailing Address:    600 East Canal Street, 19th Floor, Richmond, VA 23219  

Phone Number: 804-212-5426

Email Address:  Robin.L.Lucey@dominionenergy.com                                                                                                                              

Fax Number (if applicable):         N/A

Power of Attorney Name:  Robin L. Lucey

Power of Attorney Signature:                                                              (See attached POA’s – TAB D)  

As owner or authorized agent of this property, I certify that this application is complete and accurate to the best of 
my knowledge, and I authorize the Lunenburg County representative(s) entry on the property for purposes of 
reviewing this application.

Section 2 
Property Information 

Parcel Number(s): Please see the “Laurel Branch Solar – Project Parcels” listing included with “TAB C –  

Location Map with Property Owner Information”.                                                                                                     

Area (ac./sq. ft.): See “Property Owner Information” (TAB C) in the Application Binder.  

Magisterial District: Columbian Grove

Address: See “Property Owner Information” (TAB C) in the Application Binder.  

Existing Zoning:  A-1 (Agricultural)

Requested Use: Public Utility, Major Use (proposed solar energy facility, large-scale)

  

Does this property have a historical designation? If yes, describe: A Cultural Resources Desktop Review has 

been conducted and is provided within the “Environmental Inventory and Impact Statement” in TAB F.           

Parcel number(s), acreage, magisterial district and existing zoning can be located at:
https://lunenburggis.timmons.com/#/mwl. The address can be typed into the “By Parcel Address” search bar 
followed by selecting search. This will pull up the information pertaining to the parcel.

Application for Conditional Use Permit
Case Number: (Office Use Only)





Adjacent Parcel (Property) Owners 
Parcel Number Name(s) Address 

Please see the following page for the attached “Laurel Branch Solar – Adjacent 
Parcels” listing to this application. Please note the numbering of these parcels tie back 
to the “Adjacent Parcel Information Sheet” (CP300) of the Preliminary Site Plan 
(TAB G). 

*If there are additional adjacent property owners, please include them on a separate sheet. Also, the letter that follows can be completed and
mailed to adjacent property owners. 







Section 4 
Applicant’s Report 

Section 8.3(b) of Lunenburg Zoning Ordinance 
 

Every application for a Conditional Use Permit shall be accompanied by a report from the applicant describing the 
proposed Conditional Use and explaining the manner which it complies with the requirements and standards of this 
article. 

 
The following question address the basic issues. The Planning Commission and/or Board of Supervisors may 
request additional information. 

 
1.) What type of use is being requested? 

 

A Conditional Use Permit is being sought for a large-scale solar energy facility. The proposed facility will 
generate approximately 80 MW and the preliminary design has been prepared in accordance with the 2021 
Lunenburg County Ordinance for Solar Energy Facilities. Additional information regarding the project is 
provided in the “Project Narrative” included in TAB E. 

 
 

2.) Describe how you plan to develop the property for the proposed use and any associated uses. 
 

The development of the proposed facility will include clearing and minimal grading, construction of access roads, 
implementation of a security fence, and installation of solar arrays, a switchyard, and a substation. Additional 
project details are included in the “Project Narrative” included in TAB E.

 
 

3.) Describe why the proposed use is desirable and appropriate for the area. What measures will be taken to 
assure that the proposed use will not have a negative impact on the surrounding vicinity?   
 

In addition to supporting a clean and sustainable energy future in Virginia, solar projects like Laurel Branch 
provide many benefits to the local community. Projects often use Virginia and locally based suppliers and labor, 
help create clean energy jobs, and increase local tax revenues. The proposed project will provide safe, reliable, 
and cost-effective renewable energy to the transmission grid, diversifying the region’s electrical generation. 
Several siting studies have been conducted to determine impacts to the area and surrounding vicinity. These 
studies are included in the “Environmental Inventory and Impact Statement” included in TAB F. In addition, a 
Siting Agreement is planned to be negotiated with the County Board of Supervisors, which will provide 
additional funding that could be used for items such as broadband or capital improvements.  

 

Also, address the following: 
a. Details of Operations: Please see the “Project Narrative” (TAB E) in the Application Binder. 

b. Hours of Operation: Please see the “Project Narrative” (TAB E) in the Application Binder. 

c. Traffic: During the construction of the facility, the project is anticipated to generate approximately 
486 vehicle trips (243 round trip) on a typical weekday day with 149 vehicle trips occurring during 
the weekday morning and weekday evening commuter peak hours. This equates to approximately 
two to three new vehicle trips per minute during peak commuting hours. Additionally, there are 
several routes connecting the site to the regional roadway system thereby reducing impacts to any 
single roadway segment or intersection. The adjacent roadways are anticipated to have ample 
capacity to accommodate the temporary increase in daily and peak hour traffic. These trip generation 
estimates assume 50 daily delivery trips and six delivery trips during each of the peak hours. 
Additional information is provided in the “Traffic Study” included under TAB H. 

d. Noise: The operation and maintenance of the solar facility will not increase noise within the area. 
There will be a temporary increase of noise within the area during the construction of the facility. 
Due to the temporary nature of the construction noise, no adverse or long-term effects are expected. 

 
e. Dust/Smoke: The operation and maintenance of the solar facility will not increase dust/smoke within the 

area. There may be a temporary increase of dust within the immediate area during construction activities. 
Dust control measures will be implemented during construction to minimize dust and erosion. Due to the 
temporary nature of the construction, no adverse or long-term effects are expected. 



f. Runoff:  A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be prepared in accordance with the 
Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP), to obtain the required General VPDES Permit 
for discharges of stormwater from construction activities. The SWPPP outlines the steps and 
techniques to reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff from the construction, including water quality 
and quantity requirements that are consistent with the VSMP permit regulations. This will be 
prepared prior to construction commencement. 

g. Intensity of Use: The project will require clearing and grading throughout the limits of disturbance, 
approximately 720 acres of the entire 1,969-acre project site. A decommissioning plan has also been 
prepared for the project (TAB I), which outlines decommissioning tasks including the removal of 
above- and below-ground facility components, management of excess wastes and materials, and the 
restoration of ground surface irregularities and herbaceous vegetation.  

 
h. Hazardous Materials: 

 
During Construction: The proposed solar facility will not endanger the public’s health or safety. The 
project will require the use of fuel and lubricants for equipment and tools during construction.

During Operations: The project will also require the use of fuel and lubricants for equipment and 
tools during operations. 

i. Outside Storage:  

During Construction: The project will store equipment, materials, and vehicles outdoors during 
construction. All components will be secured from public access by security fencing.  

During Operations: The project will store most spare materials and equipment inside a container 
during operations, though some larger equipment and materials may be stored outdoors. All 
components will be secured from public access by security fencing. 

 
 

4.)   Is the use location on a floodplain, wetland area, or dam break inundation zone?  

There are floodplains and wetlands located throughout the project site. There are no dam break inundation zones 
within the project site. The project is currently designed to avoid and minimize impacts to wetlands and streams 
as they are currently desktop mapped within the project area to the extent practicable. Additional information is 
provided in the “Environmental Inventory and Impact Statement” included in TAB F.  

5.) Are there any deed restrictions concerning the type of use proposed? If so, provide the date the said 
restrictions expire.  

 
We are not aware of any restrictions.

6.) Has a survey of the parcel(s) been conducted to include project parcel, property boundaries, existing 
roadways and structures, and adjoining parcels, as well as, the parcel owner? If so, is it included in the 
application packet?  

 
The parcel boundaries and owner information are based on publicly available data and the existing roadways and 
structure information has been compiled based on aerial photographs. This data is included with the project 
“Location Map with Property Owner Information” in TAB C. 

 
7.)   Has a site plan been included to note the information required on the survey, but also any new construction,  

                  parking, clearing, planting, etc.? 
 

Preliminary site plans are included in TAB G. These include the preliminary site plans, public information, 
landscaping and screening plan, and the grading plan. 

 

8.)   Has a business plan been established? If so, please provide it with application submittal.  
 
Please refer to the “Project Narrative” (TAB E) in the Application Binder. 

9.) Describe how the proposed project complies or refutes the goals and objectives noted in the Kenbridge- 
Victoria-Lunenburg Comprehensive Plan. This can be located on the Lunenburg County, Virginia 
website. 
 



The Lunenburg/Kenbridge/Victoria Joint Comprehensive Plan 2019 – 2024 identifies solar facilities as an 
attraction to expand employment opportunities and companies interested in supporting solar development, while 
ensuring the safe development of the facility and minimizing impacts to the surrounding community. The project 
aligns with the goals and objectives outlined in the Joint Comprehensive Plan. Several siting studies have been 
conducted to determine impacts to the area and surrounding vicinity. These studies are included in the 
“Environmental Inventory and Impact Statement” included in TAB F. A decommissioning plan has also been 
prepared for the project as to not limit the future property development. The decommissioning plan is included in 
TAB I. 

 

Requirements for telecom site plans can be found in Section 22 Article III, items 22-81 thru 22-112 of the 
Lunenburg County Code. 



TAB C  
Location Map with Property 

Owner Information  
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TAB D 
Project Owner Authorizations 










