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  LUNENBURG COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM 
LUNENBURG COURTS BUILDING 

LUNENBURG, VIRGINIA 
 

Minutes of March 14, 2024 Meeting 
 
 The regular meeting of the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors was held on Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 
6:00 pm in the General District Courtroom, Lunenburg Courts Building, Lunenburg, Virginia.  The following members 
were present:  Supervisors T. Wayne Hoover, Alvester Edmonds, Greg Currin, Frank W. Bacon, Mike Hankins, Robert 
Zava, Edward Pennington, County Administrator Tracy M. Gee, Deputy County Administrator Nicole Clark, and County 
Attorney Frank Rennie. 

Chairman Edmonds called the regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order.   

 Supervisor Currin led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the invocation. 

 Chairman Edmonds requested additions to the agenda from the Board and the public. Administrator Gee 
requested that The Abstract of Votes for the March Primary election be added as 9G.   

 Chairman Edmonds called for any conflicts of interest from any board members.  Supervisor Currin advised that 
he had a conflict with item 9D Sheriff’s Office Budget, as he is an employee of the Sheriff.   

Chairman Edmonds called for anyone wishing to speak under Citizen Comment.  There were none.  

Supervisor Pennington made motion, seconded by Supervisor Bacon, and unanimously approved, to approve 
resolutions of retirement for Rodney Newton, Carolyn Parsons, and Amona Currin.  

WHEREAS, Rodney Carroll Newton joined Victoria Fire and Rescue, Incorporated as a junior member in 1981 and 
became a senior member in 1984; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Rodney Newton expanded his contributions to the agency by becoming a paramedic in 2003; and 
 

WHEREAS, Rodney Newton was honored to be elected as the Chief of Victoria Fire and Rescue, Inc. starting in 2007; and  
 

 WHEREAS, Chief Newton also received the 2019 Old Dominion EMS Alliance Regional EMS Council Award for being an 
Outstanding Pre-hospital Educator; and 
 

WHEREAS, Chief Newton received the E.W. Gee Award for responding to the most calls for the agency for nine years, and 
is the only member to have run over 3,000 calls since the inception of Victoria Fire & Rescue, Inc.; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chief Newton has operated one of five statewide deployment radio communications caches in the 

Commonwealth's Strategic Statewide Interoperability Plan, which led the Board of Supervisors to select him as Technical 
Representative for the recent County-wide radio communication system project; and 

 
WHEREAS, Chief Newton is stepping down from the position of Chief of Victoria Fire and Rescue, Inc. after seventeen 

years of leadership; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors commends Rodney Carroll 
Newton for his many years of dedicated service and continued commitment to Victoria Fire and Rescue, Inc., the County of 
Lunenburg, and the citizens thereof.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors does hereby wish Rodney Carroll Newton 
success in all future endeavors and looks forward to working with him in other capacities. 
 
Adopted this 14th day of March 2024. 
 
 

WHEREAS, Carolyn A. Parsons retired as the Lunenburg County General Registrar on December 31, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Carolyn A. Parsons served the voters of Lunenburg County as the General Registrar for twenty-eight years 
beginning in 1996; and 
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 WHEREAS, Carolyn A. Parsons devoted her career to assisting citizens in becoming registered voters; and 
 
  WHEREAS, along with the Electoral Board, Carolyn A. Parsons managed successful elections year after year; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Carolyn A. Parsons started her career serving as the Lunenburg County Magistrate in 1996. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors commends Mrs. Parsons for her 
many years of dedicated service and commitment to the County and the citizens thereof.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors does hereby congratulate Carolyn A. 
Parsons on her well-earned retirement and wish her success in all future endeavors. 
 
Adopted this 14th day of March 2024. 
 
 

WHEREAS, Amona W. Currin retired as the Lunenburg County Treasurer on December 31, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Amona W. Currin served as a sworn official for twelve years as the Lunenburg County Treasurer after being 
first elected in 2011 to begin her term on January 1, 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Amona W. Currin earned her Master Governmental Treasurer Certification by Weldon Cooper Center for 
Public Service and School of Continuing and Professional Studies in 2015; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Amona W. Currin started her career in the Treasurer’s office in 2006 as a Deputy Treasurer. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors commends Mrs. Currin for her 
years of dedicated service and commitment to the County and the citizens thereof.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors does hereby wish Amona W. Currin a long, 
fulfilling retirement and success in all future endeavors. 
 
Adopted this 14th day of March 2024. 
 

Supervisor Hankins made motion, seconded by Supervisor Bacon, and unanimously approved, to accept the 
Consent Agenda to include the minutes of the February 8, 2024 Meeting, the Treasurer’s January 2024 reports and the 
following Warrants for Approval:  

February 2024:  
Payroll: Direct Deposit                        $    189,039.10 
Payroll Check #2033-35          $        2,069.42   
Payroll Taxes Federal:                        $      59,755.17 
Payroll Taxes State:                            $      11,256.70 
ACH Payroll Payments:      $      43,982.26 
WIRE TRANSFERS (L3Harris & CAS Severn)    $      341,139.68 
Accounts Payable: #84379-84499         $    557,797.24   
    Total:               $1,205,039.57  

 
Supervisor Zava made motion, seconded by Supervisor Bacon, and unanimously approved, to enter public 

hearing regarding A) Route 673 (Parsons Lane) Abandonment - .4mi to be abandoned, B) Reassessment – Tax Rate – 
rate change following reassessment, C) Public Property – Riverstreet Lease at County property – Owl Creek Road and 
D) Proposed Ordinance Regulating or Prohibiting the Making of Fires. 

 
Kevin Smith of VDOT advised that resident, Christopher Bradshaw, of 1129 Parsons Lane, on Route 673 

(Parsons Lane) had requested 0.4 miles of the road be abandoned by VDOT and maintained by private landowner.  
Mr. Smith provided a map of the portion to be abandoned and noted that the code requirements for abandonment 
had been followed.  There was no public comment.  

 
Administrator Gee stated that the reassessment values of real estate in the county indicate that the County 

would need to adjust the tax rate from $0.38 cents per $100 of assessed value down to $0.30 per hundred to equalize 
the rate.  She added that the Finance Committee proposed to adopt a tax rate of $0.33 per $100 of assessed value, an 
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increase of $0.03 per $100 from the equalized rate.  Based on the proposed real property tax rate and changes in other 
revenues, the total FY24 budget will exceed last year's by 0.35 percent (0.35%).  There was no public comment. 

 Administrator Gee noted that Riverstreet had approached the County to lease space at the Owl Creek Solid 
Waste Center to place network equipment for underground utility services.  The property is identified as a 1,000 square 
feet portion of Tax Map Number 016-0A-0-88A located at the intersection of Lunenburg County Road (Route 40) and 
Owl Creek Road adjacent to the Owl Creek Solid Waste Convenience Site.  Administrator Gee added that the space 
would be leased at a cost of $1,200 per year.  County Attorney Rennie reviewed the lease and had no issues. There was 
no public comment. 

 County Attorney Rennie shared an ordinance regarding Regulating or Prohibiting the Making of Fires.  He noted 
that a provision was added to implement a penalty, which would be a class 3 misdemeanor for violation.  There was no 
public comment. 

Supervisor Pennington made motion, seconded by Supervisor Bacon, and unanimously approved, to exit 
public hearing regarding A) Route 673 (Parsons Lane) Abandonment - .4mi to be abandoned, B) Reassessment – Tax 
Rate – rate change following reassessment, C) Public Property – Riverstreet Lease at County property – Owl Creek 
Road and D) Proposed Ordinance Regulating or Prohibiting the Making of Fires. 
  

Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Zava, and unanimously approved, to approve the 
abandonment of 0.4 miles of Route 673 (Parsons Lane).  
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Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hankins, and unanimously approved, to approve the 
tax rate of $0.33 per hundred.   

Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hankins, and unanimously approved, to approve the 
lease with Riverstreet place network equipment for underground utility services at the Owl Creek Solid Waste Site for an 
annual amount of $1,200. 
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Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Zava, and unanimously approved, to adopt the 
ordinance regulating or prohibiting the making of fires.  

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING OR PROHIBITING THE MAKING OF FIRES 
 
This ordinance is adopted pursuant to authority granted in § 15.2-922.1 of the Code of Virginia, as amended.  This ordinance shall take effect upon 
enactment.  
 
Section 1. Prohibited during certain periods.  
 
It shall be unlawful, when the forest lands, fields and brushlands of this county have become so dry or parched as to create an extraordinary fire 
hazard endangering lives and property, for any person to burn leaves, grass, brush, debris or materials of any type therein or to ignite or maintain 
any open fire nearer than 300 feet from any such forest lands, fields or brushlands.   
 
Section 2. When ordinance to be in effect. 
 
This ordinance shall be effective when the County Administrator in unanimous consultation with the Coordinator of Emergency Management and 
Director of Emergency Management (or other Board of Supervisors member pursuant to § 44-146.21 of the Code of Virginia) formally declares that 
such hazardous conditions exist, and a Declaration of Local Emergency due to hazardous conditions is issued by the appropriate authorities.   
 
This ordinance shall continue in effect until the County Administrator shall formally declare that such conditions have terminated, and the 
Declaration of Local Emergency due to hazardous conditions is terminated by the appropriate authorities.   
 
Section 3. Exceptions.  
 
The following exceptions shall apply during a declaration under Section Two. 
 

• Without a permit: safety flares; 
• With a permit that includes such conditions as the County Administrator shall determine: 

o campfires or other fires used solely for recreational and similar purposes; or 
o fires for outdoor commercial on non-commercial preparation of food; or 
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o commercial burning in open air engineered incinerators designed for such purposes, or 
o the open burning of land clearing (the burning shall consist only of brush, stumps, and other vegetative matter generated 

at the site and shall not include demolition or construction debris).   
 
Section 4. Publication of declaration. 
 
When such declaration is issued, it shall be incumbent that the public be informed by every means practicable, including, but not limited to, 
notification of all local news media, local Volunteer Fire Department, the County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia Department of Forestry personnel, Virginia 
Department of Emergency Management personnel, all members of the County Board of Supervisors, County website and other electronic media, as 
well as other means as appropriate.  When such declaration is terminated, like notification shall also be provided to the public.   
 
Section 5. Penalties. 
 
Violation of this ordinance shall be a class 3 misdemeanor.    
 

Ms. Jessica Nowlin provided the school report.  She advised that the ADM in February was 1493 and they have 
currently increased to 1498.  She provided the financial reports for the months of December and January.  Ms. Nowlin 
advised that they are currently in the final stages of projecting the 2024-2025 budget.  The School Board will be meeting 
to review the proposed budget on March 20, 2024, then it will be presented to the Board of Supervisors in April.  

Mr. Kevin Smith of VDOT provided the monthly report.  He shared that rural rustic construction projects are 
upcoming as Spring arrives.  He noted that paving will be occurring on Route 635 from Route 40 to Shelburne Lane.  Mr. 
Smith commented that 930 bags of trash had been picked up along roadways in Lunenburg.  Mr. Smith recently met 
with the Transportation Committee to review the Secondary Six Year Plan.  He stated that the committee recommended 
adding the following: 1.3 miles of Route 647 (Sneads Store Road), 0.7 miles of Route 708 (Maye Johnson Lane) and 0.4 
miles of Route 725 (Pond Drive).  He noted that a public hearing would be required in April.  Supervisor Bacon 
questioned if the recommendations were based on traffic count.  Mr. Smith affirmed that traffic count, maintenance 
needs, and the number of residents on the road are factors.  

Supervisor Hoover shared a recommendation from the Finance Committee that included using funds from the 
effective real estate tax increase to support public safety in the County.  He advised that most of the additional funding 
would go to the Sheriff’s Office in efforts to increase pay and increase on-duty hours.  Supervisor Hoover commented 
that this would aid in recruitment of deputies and dispatchers by making starting salaries competitive with surrounding 
counties.  Increasing the starting salary would create the need for compression increases for current staff.  He shared 
that the Finance Committee recommendation is to increase the Sheriff’s Office budget by $75,000 in FY24, which would 
be one-fourth of the cost of the staffing and increases for a full year of $300,000.  He noted that, if approved, increases 
would go into effect April 1st and would require the Board to increase the expense in the Sheriff’s staffing by $75,000 in 
for the last quarter of FY2024.  On-duty hours would increase by adding two road deputy positions, leaving only a 4-hour 
window in the early morning hours without a deputy on patrol.  Supervisor Hoover said that the remaining amount of 
the increase would go towards the needs of emergency medical services, which he spoke about at the prior month’s 
meeting. 

Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Pennington, with Supervisors Hankins, Zava, Hoover, 
and Edmonds voting yes and Supervisor Currin abstaining due to his employment with the Sheriff’s Office, to increase 
the Sheriff’s Office staffing budget by $75,000 to implement an increase in starting salaries, two new road deputies for 
additional on-duty hours, and a compression increase for existing staff.  

Administrator Gee advised that Circuit Court Clerk Gordon Erby was awarded $52,135 in Item Conservation 
grant funds from the Library of Virginia Circuit Court Records Preservation Program.  She requested that the Board 
accept and appropriate the funds.  

 
Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Pennington, and unanimously approved, to accept 

and appropriate $52,135 in Item Conservation grant funds from the Virginia Circuit Court Records Preservation 
Program for the Circuit Court Clerk’s grant budget.  
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Administrator Gee advised that Circuit Court Clerk Gordon Erby shared an updated Circuit Court Fee Schedule 
and requested that the following resolution be approved. 

 
Resolution to Adopt Updated Circuit Court Clerk Fee Schedule 

 
WHEREAS, the Lunenburg County Circuit Court is authorized to adopt the fines and fees schedule for transactions from the Department of Judicial 
Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lunenburg County Circuit Court previously requested the Board of Supervisors to adopt an ordinance authorizing the use of the 
Circuit Court Fee Schedule and the Board of Supervisors conducted a public hearing and adopted ordinance 34-2 of the Lunenburg County Code of 
Ordinances effective July 1, 2020, which was updated June 9, 2022; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Judicial Services periodically revises the Circuit Court Fee Schedule; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Lunenburg County Circuit Court requests the Board of Supervisors adopt, by resolution, the updated Circuit Court Fee Schedule issued 
January 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors recognizes the updated Circuit Court Fee Schedule. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Lunenburg County Board of Supervisors adopts the Circuit Court Fee Schedule, updated January 2024, 
to accompany Lunenburg County Code of Ordinances, Section 34-2. 

Date: March 14, 2024   
 
Supervisor Zava made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hankins, and unanimously approved, to approve the 

resolution updating the Circuit Court Fee Schedule.   
 
Mr. Shawn Rozier, Vice-President of STEPS, Inc, requested use of ARPA funds to support their initiative to 

construct a long-term solution for homelessness.  They are requesting support from member counties to build a multi-
unit complex.  Mr. Rozier added that this was a one-time request for ARPA funds and there would be no continuous 
funding requests.  He stated that the request for Lunenburg was $50,000.  After some discussion, Supervisor Hankins 
suggested that the request be discussed by the Finance Committee, allowing them time to talk with other counties 
regarding their potential contributions.  County Attorney Rennie also suggested that the County ensure this was an 
approved use of ARPA funds.   

 
Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hankins, and unanimously approved, to allow time for 

the Finance Committee to review the request from STEPS, Inc. for the use of ARPA funds to construct a homeless facility 
for the region.   

 
Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Pennington, and unanimously approved, to accept the 

Abstract of Votes from the 2024 March Primary Election.  
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The Board heard budget requests from County Departments.  Commissioner of the Revenue Liz Hamlett,  and 

Treasurer Wanda Barnes requested increases in travel, office, and postage. Electoral Board Secretary Ollie Wright 
advised that their budget is dependent upon the number of elections during the year with each one costing $18,000 to 
$20,000. General Registrar Alissa Baldwin requested an increase to postage and office supplies and an increase in 
salaries for the Deputy Registrar, as it is a highly specialized position.  Ms. Baldwin advised that the average pay for a 
Deputy Registrar is $23 per hour and the County is currently paying $15 per hour.  Commonwealth Attorney Rhonda 
Alexander stated she has vacancy savings with the Compensation Board due to a vacancy and will use the savings for 
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office needs in the current year.  She requested an increase to salaries in order to be competitive in recruiting an 
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney.  Administrator Gee shared that the General District Court requested an increase in 
office supplies. Also, additional funds would be needed to support an increase in the meeting stipend for the Planning 
Commission. 

 
Dr. Melba Moore, Administrator of Crossroads Community Services Board and her Finance Director Zachary 

Preston reported to the Board regarding their operations over the past year.  Mr. Preston noted that they are required 
to request ten percent of their budget from each of their member counties.  Therefore, they are requesting an 
additional $6,000 for FY2024-25.  He shared that 14.2 percent of their services were for Lunenburg resident in the 
previous year.  Supervisor Hoover stated that he fully supported an increase to the appropriation. 

 
Administrator Gee advised that the Commonwealth Regional Council had updated the Regional Hazard 

Mitigation Plan.  She advised that if accepted the Board would also need to adopt the below resolution. 
 
 

 
 
Supervisor Currin made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hoover, and unanimously approved, to accept the 

updated Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan as presented and approve the resolution.  
 
Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hoover, and unanimously approved, to appoint Ms. 

Beverley Hawthorne of Potts Spring Road in Dundas to the Board of Equalization for the calendar year of 2024.   
 
Supervisor Bacon made motion, seconded by Supervisor Zava, and unanimously approved, to approve a stipend 

amount of $25 per hour for each Board of Equalization member and pay mileage at the current IRS mileage rate.  
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Administrator Gee provided her monthly report.  She advised that the paving project at the Lunenburg Airport 
came in under budget.  With savings from both projects, she has requested the Department of Avaition consider 
funding, at eighty-five percent, paving of the parking lot.  Administrator Gee advised that the April Board meeting would 
be held on April 11, 2024 at 10:00 AM at Central High School in conjuction with Student Government Week.  She noted 
that April 10th would be a student shadowing day and encouraged the Board members to participate.  She advised that 
the Animal Control Officer Ray Elliott had purchased a hot water pressure washer with the funds approved by the Board.  
He was able to purchase one under budget and would like to use the savings to create a external entrance for the animal 
isolation room.  Administrator Gee shared that she had received an engagement letter from the interal auditing firm and 
the cost is in line with other counties, with cost based on hours worked.  She noted that Benton Roofing had begun 
removing the slate on the historic courthouse.  They were working quickly and were able to retain two hundred-fifty 
slates for the County to retain for special projects.   

 
Administrator Gee shared a letter from Southside Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (VASAP) notifying 

member counties that Piedmont VASAP would be dissolving due to existing deficiencies.  Lunenburg would now be 
served by Southside VASAP and would need to appoint a representative to their Board.  Chief Deputy Circuit Court Clerk 
Sonya Blackwell previously served on the Piedmont VASAP Board and had agreed to continue.  Administrator Gee 
requested the Board approve the Resolution of Dissolution and would confirm the terms of appointment of Mrs. 
Blackwell to the Southside VASAP for the April meeting.   

 
Supervisor Zava made motion, seconded by Supervisor Hankins, and unanimously approved, to approve the 

Resolution on Dissolution of Piedmont VASAP and joining the Southside VASAP Board. 
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County Attorney Rennie provided an update.  He reminded the Board that the County had enacted a pause on 
all solar facility applications.  He advised that the committee was in the process of working to update the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan.  Once the plan is updated and approved, the Board may consider accepting solar facility 
applications again.   

 
Supervisor Hoover made motion, seconded by Supervisor Zava, and unanimously approved, to adjourn.  

 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Tracy M. Gee, Clerk     Alvester L. Edmonds, Chairman 
County Administrator      Board of Supervisors 


