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The majority of respondents reported supporting legalization, issuing licenses for cannabis retailers, issuing licenses for 
micro cultivation facilities and allowing growth of marijuana on private property. 

Keeping cannabis away from children and minimizing impaired driving were the two goals respondents thought should be 
prioritized most when making decisions about cannabis. 

Underage access to cannabis came up as a top concern for respondents in general and when specifically asked about the 
existence of cannabis retailers and a micro-cultivation facility. 

The majority of respondents reported that they believed having legal cannabis businesses would have a positive effect on the 
town’s economy. 

Respondents reported that commercial areas along highways were the location they most preferred cannabis retailers to be 
located and that these should be at least 1 mile from a school. 
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Executive Summary

Mental health services, addiction treatment services, education programs, and services for homeless and at-risk youth were 
all purposes that respondents supported being funded by the tax of legal cannabis.



The structure of the report

01. Methodology

02. General Overview  

03. Cannabis Retailers

Summary

The sample, distribution method, and research tools

Opinions about legalization, factors to prioritize, beliefs about 
economic effect and spending of tax

Support/opposition, location preferences and concerns about cannabis 
retailers

04. Micro-Cultivation & Private 
Property

Support/opposition and concerns about a micro-cultivation facility and 
support/opposition to marijuana growth on private property
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Methodology

526 sample survey 
of Guilford adults, 

18+

Survey was 
conducted in 

English

Data was weighted 
to represent the 

population in 
Guilford

Respondents 
recruited 

online

Fielded 
May 3rd – May 24th, 

2022 
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Methodology – how we ensure the sample is statistically valid

o 526 respondents were recruited online between May 3rd and May 24th,  2022, using targeted ads on various 

platforms (e.g., social media, apps for Android and IOS) as well as online survey panels. An additional 491 

responses were collected through city channels, which are used to supplement the Zencity-recruited responses. 

o Using data from the Census Bureau, this survey employed quotas to match the distribution of race, ethnicity, age, 

and gender in Guilford, ensuring that the sample represents the entire city.

o To make sure our sample is representative, a technique called rake-weighting was used to balance out any 

remaining differences between the makeup of the survey respondents and the community. This process serves as 

a statistical safeguard against any demographic group being overrepresented or underrepresented in the final 

score calculations by giving overrepresented groups a lower weight and underrepresented groups a higher weight 

in the analysis.
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Legalization: 74% of respondents reported that they supported the legalization of cannabis for recreational use. 18-to-34-year-old 
respondents showed the most support for legalization (87%), whilst 35-to-54-year-old and female respondents showed the least support 
for legalization (65% and 66% respectively). 
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74%

42%

48%

38%

64%

55%

13%

23%

29%

28%

20%

19%

6%

15%

9%

13%

7%

19%

7%

20%

15%

21%

9%

8%

18-34

35-54

55+

Female

Male

Self-
Distribution

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Question: Do you support or oppose the legalization of cannabis for recreational use?

50% 24% 11% 16%



Residents’ Priorities: Almost all respondents reported that keeping cannabis away from children and minimizing impaired 
driving/public safety were their two top priorities (94% and 91%, respectively). 18-to-34-year-old respondents were the only demographic 
group that reported creating new jobs (and not keeping cannabis away from children) as their top priority. 
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Question: For each of the following goals, please rate how much of a priority it should be for town officials when making 
decisions about cannabis.

82%

73%

48%

47%

46%

43%

12%

18%

23%

27%

28%

24%

4%

8%

13%

19%

12%

22%

1%

1%

16%

7%

14%

12%

Keeping cannabis away from children

Minimizing impaired driving and other threats
to public safety

Creating new jobs and tax revenue

Limiting nuisances caused by cannabis use in
public or shared spaces

Reducing harm to cannabis users

Enforcing prohibitions on cannabis sales
outside of l icensed establishments

High priority Medium priority Low priority Not a priority

Demographic Group Highest Priority 

18-34
Creating new jobs and tax 

revenue
(71%)

35-54
Keeping cannabis away from 

children
(84%)

55+
Keeping cannabis away from 

children
(87%)

Male
Keeping cannabis away from 

children
(77%)

Female
Keeping cannabis away from 

children
(87%)

Self-Distribution
Keeping cannabis away from 

children
(83%)



Other Priorities: Keeping cannabis away from children was the factor that respondents most often reported that they believed should be 
prioritized. Following that, respondents reported that they wanted the city to prioritize ensuring that cannabis regulations follow similar 
regulations to alcohol and that tax revenue is collected from cannabis sales.

Question: What other factors should the town prioritize when making decisions about cannabis regulations? (N=434)
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113

36

35

32

23

21

21

17

16

13

12

12

Keeping cannabis away from children

Same regulation as alcohol

Getting tax revenue

Location

Increased dangerous driving

Education about risks of cannabis

Regulate usage

Public safety

How licenses are given

Medical use only

Public health

City's reputation/character

“Restrict cannabis 
forms that look like 

candy or other snacks. 
Please protect our 

children!”

“Keeping all access away 
from children and making 
any signage not visible or 

at least discreet to the 
public”

“If an are is zoned to 
allow liquor stores, it 

should also allow 
cannabis sales.”

“[Should take into 
account] The same 

factors that are applied 
to liquor stores.”

“Allow cannabis 
businesses in town.  We 

desperately need the 
tax revenue.”

“Location of facilities-
not near school zones, 
residential areas etc.”

“A DUI test for drivers 
that test for cannabis”

“Driving while high and 
keeping it away from 
children are number 

one”



Economic Effect: 52% of respondents reported that they believed that having legal cannabis businesses in Guildford would have a 
positive effect on the town’s economy. For 18- to 34-year-old respondents, this percentage was increased to 76%, and for 35 to 54-year-olds 
and over 55s, this was reduced to 47% and 49% (respectively). 
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76%

47%

49%

48%

59%

54%

12%

27%

30%

28%

24%

25%

12%

26%

21%

24%

17%

22%

18-34

35-54

55+

Female

Male

Self-
Distribution

Positive Effect No difference Negative Effect

Question: Do you think that having legal cannabis businesses in Guilford would have a positive or negative effect on the 
town’s economy, or would it make no difference?

52% 26% 22%



Use of Tax: Mental health services, addiction treatment services, education programs, and services for homeless and at-risk youth were 
all purposes that respondents reported supporting the use of tax funds for. Services for residents who were formerly incarcerated or on 
probation was the purpose that received the least amount of support, though over half of respondents (66%) did support it. 

86%

84%

84%

83%

81%

79%

69%

66%

14%

16%

16%

17%

19%

21%

31%

34%

Mental health services

Addiction treatment services

Education programs

Services for homeless and at-risk youth

Youth employment and training programs

Streetscape improvements and other neighborhood developments

Community civic engagement efforts

Services for residents who were formerly incarcerated or on probation

Support Oppose 2022  |  Slide 12

Question: For each of the purposes listed below, please rate whether you would support or oppose using these funds for 
that purpose.
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Cannabis Retailers: The majority of respondents supported the town issuing licenses for cannabis retail establishments (63%). 
Respondents aged 18 to 34 and male respondents showed the most support for licensing (84% and 73%, respectively), whilst 35- to 54-year-
old and female respondents showed the least support (54% and 55%, respectively). 
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71%

37%

37%

32%

53%

51%

13%

17%

27%

23%

20%

17%

8%

13%

12%

14%

9%

6%

8%

33%

24%

31%

17%

27%

18-34

35-54

55+

Female

Male

Self-
Distribution

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Question: Do you support or oppose the town issuing licenses for a cannabis retail establishment?

41% 22% 12% 25%



Cannabis Retailers Locations: 48% of respondents reported that they believed commercial areas along major roadways were the best 
fit for a cannabis store in Guildford. Under 10% of respondents reported small-scale commercial areas in residential neighborhoods as the 
best location for the stores. 

Question: In your view, what kind of location in Guilford is the best fit for a cannabis store? 

48%

38%

31%

30%

18%

9%

24%

45%

38%

33%

33%

19%

7%

27%

In commercial areas along major roadways

In light industrial and business park areas

Shopping centers

On main streets with a mix of commercial uses and
good access to transit

In central areas like downtown

Small scale commercial areas in residential
neighborhoods

None of the above
Zencity Distribution Self-Distribution
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Cannabis Retailers Locations: Over half of respondents reported that they believed cannabis retailers should be at least 1 mile away 
from schools. In comparison, only 12% of respondents reported that they didn’t believe there should be a minimum distance. 
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Question: If the town were to limit how close a cannabis retailer can be to a school, how far should the minimum distance be?

52%

12%

13%

2%

9%

12%

49%

14%

12%

8%

1%

16%

1 mile

1/2 mile

1/4 mile

500 feet

100 feet

I do not think there needs to be a minimum
distance

Zencity Distribution Self-Ditribution



Cannabis Retailers Concerns: The most common concern that was raised by respondents was keeping cannabis away from children. 
In addition, respondents reported public safety concerns and negative impacts on the city’s reputation/character as key concerns as well. 

Question: What concerns, if any, do you have about the retail sale of cannabis in Guilford? (N = 386)
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155

44

34

26

18

17

16

15

15

Keeping cannabis away from children

Public safety concerns

City's reputation/character

Increased dangerous driving

Location

Gateway drug

Increased traffic

Public health concerns

Should have the same regulation as alochol

“People buying it and 
then reselling to our 

youth”

“Cannabis products in 
forms (candy, cookies) 

that will entice children 
to consume them.”

“Having it get out of 
control and leading to 

acts of violence”

“This will ruin our town 
and we will get more 
crime and robberies.”

“Does not fit in the town 
character of Guilford, 

increase crime and drug 
problems”

“Reflects poorly on the 
town, damages the town’s 

family friendly image, hurts 
residential real estate 

values.”

“High drivers 
causing dangerous 

accidents”

“The inevitable 
impaired driving that 
will stem from retail 

sales.”



Micro-Cultivation &
Private Property
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Micro-Cultivation: 64% of respondents supported the issuing of licenses for a cannabis micro-cultivation facility. 18-to-34-year-old 
respondents showed the most support for licensing (85%) whereas 35- to 54-year-old and female respondents showed the least support 
(56% and 54%, respectively).
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69%

37%

38%

29%

58%

49%

16%

19%

25%

25%

19%

20%

7%

11%

9%

14%

5%

6%

8%

33%

27%

32%

18%

24%

18-34

35-54

55+

Female

Male

Self-
Distribution

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Question: Do you support or oppose the town issuing licenses for a cannabis micro-cultivation facility?

42% 22% 10% 26%



Micro-Cultivation Concerns: Keeping cannabis away from children, public safety concerns and the city’s reputation/character were the 
three main concerns that were raised by respondents in relation to the existence of a micro-cultivation facility. Respondents also raised the 
security of the facility itself as a concern. 

Question: What concerns, if any, do you have about the existence of a cannabis micro-cultivation facility in Guilford? (N=263)
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42

35

35

15

12

11

10

10

9

9

8

5

Keeping cannabis away from children

Public safety concerns

City's reputation/character

Concerns about security of the facility

Gateway drug

Concerns about not enough regulation

Increased traffic

Location

Smell

Negative environmental impact

Increased dangerous driving

Public health concerns

“There is no need for 
that here. keep drugs 

out of Guilford.”

“It will send the 
message to our youth 

that it is ok to use.”

“It will severely harm our 
culture and negativity 

impact our town youth”

“Will bring unsafe 
conditions and 

unwanted unsafe 
behaviors.”

“Makes access easier, 
encourages crime and 

brings unwanted traffic 
to our town”

“Negative reputation 
it would have for 

Guilford.”

“Security for the 
facility. I think this 

facility will be prone 
to break-ins”

“I am less concerned 
about cultivation than 

sales, as long as security 
is high, and employees 

are well vetted.”



Private Property Growth: 60% of respondents reported that they supported allowing growing marijuana on private property. 18- to 34-
year-old respondents and male respondents were once again the demographic groups that were most supportive.
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73%

46%

45%

38%

63%

56%

5%

12%

12%

13%

9%

11%

14%

18%

29%

26%

21%

16%

8%

24%

14%

24%

8%

18%

18-34

35-54

55+

Female

Male

Self-
Distribution

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose

Question: Do you support or oppose the town allowing growing Marijuana on private property? 

49% 11% 23% 17%
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Summary:

What Residents Support
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Top Priorities of Residents

Minimizing impaired 
driving
(91%)

Keeping cannabis 
away from children

(94%)

50%

41%

42%

49%

24%

22%

22%

11%

11%

12%

10%

23%

16%

25%

26%

17%

Legalization

Retail establishment

Cultivation facility

Private property
growth

Strongly support Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose

Location Preference

Commercial areas along major highways
(48%)



Thank You!



Survey respondents demographics – age and gender

18-34
11%

35-54
64%

55+
22%

NA
3%

AGE

Female
61%

Male
35%

Other
4%

GENDER

Unweighted demographics – the original sample Weighted demographics – representative of the population

18-34
16%

35-54
31%

55+
50%

NA
3%

AGE

Female
49%Male

47%

Other
4%

GENDER
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Links

Link to survey Open-Ended 
Responses 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o6BqJa7BuIHah8flK06BkXrTkwJMcrs8YOSf_e-__wY/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1l5hO2yVacpy4O6Wo1NJOmPzksUEcWHd6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107041610373386196865&rtpof=true&sd=true

