
GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2023 
 
John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid  6:30 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Guin. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-17. If any other 
persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. It was noted that Jon 

Magee for Shoe-String was also audio recording this meeting. In accordance with MGLc 30A SS 20(g) 
“No person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the Chair and all 
persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a 
meeting of a public body. If, after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the 
proceedings, the chair may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does 
not withdraw, the chair may authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the 
meeting.” 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: Roll Call was taken. Councilors Desorgher, Gilmour, Helie and Forgey 
were absent. Councilors Golub, Bullock and Mayo appeared via Zoom. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Chief of Staff Danielle Letourneau; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Assistant City Clerk 
Quinn Jacquins; Finance Director/City Auditor/City Accountant Diana Schindler; Greenfield School 
Superintendent Dr. Christine DeBarge; School Committee Chairperson Amy Proietti; DPW Director Marlo 
Warner; Community & Economic Development Director MJ Adams; GCTV-17 staff; Mary Byrne, the 
Recorder; and members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Elmer, it 
was unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF JANUARY 18 AND JANUARY 25, 
2023. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Superintendent Dr. DeBarge, School 
Committee Chairperson Proietti reported the following: 

 Due to the makeup of snow days, the last day of school was projected to be Thursday, June 22nd, 

2023. 

 The Greenfield Boy’s Basketball and Boy’s Hockey, respectively, had won their division 
championships. 

 Food Service Director Greta Shwachman provided a short presentation on the upcoming purchase 
of a food service truck and submitted a handout to the Councilors (see attached). 

 Update on re-envisioning our school facilities and activities, which was still in the investigation stage. 
Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Number of meals served by the School in the summer and fall. 

 Percentage of project covered by a grant. 
 

MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Chief of Staff Danielle Letourneau reported the 
following: 

 Invitation to the City Council and members of the public to a small ceremony tomorrow at 10:00 
am for a beam raising for the new Fire Station. 
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 Updates on hiring to the Police Department with four (4) accepted offers for new police officers, 
which could aide in the shortage to the late shift staffing experienced by the Greenfield Police. 

 Thanked the DPW, dispatch, fire and police and other City employees for their response to the 
snow storm that occurred on Tuesday. 

 DPW Director Warner provided an update on the current snow and ice budget. 
Councilor asked the following questions: 

 Situations that constitute an emergency parking ban during inclement weather. 

 Current location of Police Chief Haigh and when he was expected back in Greenfield. 

 Was the City paying for the State Police incident command center that was stationed at the Police 
Department. 

 
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: Community & Economic Director 
Adams, DPW Director Warner and Project Consultant Emily Ennis provided a presentation on the 
Downtown Revitalization Plan (see attached): 

 One of the mills on Hope Street had sold to a new owner who had not yet decided how they would 
utilize the building. 

 It was believed the downtown area was last updated back in the early 80s in regards to code, ADA 
accessibility, etc. 

 The City hired the civil engineering firm of Fuss & O’Neill to oversea the plan for the project 
including infrastructure. 

 Most of the infrastructure on Main Street dated back to 100 years or more, including sewer, drain 
and water. 

 Two water mains would need replacement. 

 The project would mainly concentrate on up to date Mass. DOT (Department of Transportation) 
and the national highway standards. 

 Development of the “25 design” plans expected from summer through fall of 2023, at which time 
the plan would be review by Mass. DOT for approval before the City would move to further design 
and completion. 

 The Main Street project was scheduled to begin in Fiscal Year 2027 and would cover Colrain to 
High Street and as of this date had an estimated cost of $7.8 million. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Percentage of funding paid by the City and monies provided by the State on this project. 

 Possibility of the expansion of Chapman Street. 

 Use of the Hope Street parking lot for affordable housing. 

 Number of available parking spaces on Main Street after completion of the revitalization project. 

 Inclusion of sidewalk improvement in the revitalization project plan. 

 Would the City be required to borrow funding for this project. 

 Possibility of the removal of trees associated with this plan. 

 Addressing the “pit” on Chapman Street. 

 Timeline for the plans to repurpose Wilson’s building. 
Director Adams reported on the Cold Weather Plan which addressed the protection of the homeless and 
unsheltered from health/life threatening exposure to extreme weather: 

 ServiceNet provided shelter on Wells Street; however, if no room was available they would connect 
with the Center for Human Development who operates the hotels in the region to provide 
accommodations.  

 Elliott Homeless Outreach Services meet with the unsheltered individuals and encourage them to 
seek any shelter they could, as well as concerned Greenfield citizens. 

 Effective April 1, Clinical Support Options would take over shelter operations from ServiceNet. 
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 The State had funded a new program on intake for the four (4) western counties including a staffed 
phone line 24/7 to be run by the Center for Human Development. 

 The Mayor would be meeting with these various services to provide ongoing coordination and 
communication between the City and the services that assist individuals that were homeless or 
unsheltered. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Providing a warming center for homeless/unsheltered individuals this past winter. 

 Warming center options were not open during the night. 

 Plan in place during a power outage where more people would be affected by colder weather. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Susan Worgaftik, Forest Avenue, spoke to the lack of leadership displayed by Police Chief Robert 
Haigh and chould step down or be terminated from his position. 

 Pamela Goodwin, Greenfield, spoke to her support for bike paths in downtown Greenfield and 
encouraged the use of Hope Street parking lot for low income housing. 

 Wahab Mirhas, Davis Street, spoke to the need for more open forums and dialogue with regards to 
the downtown revitalization planning and addressed his concerns with drug use/dealings and 
homelessness in the downtown area. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Bottomley read the public hearing: 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
March 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/91062568654?pwd=QThVWDlXV1l3VnlWOS81TFdmSm04UT09 
Meeting ID 910 6256 8654, to receive public input on the following:  
 

 Appropriate $200,000 from borrowing to Pay Costs of a Lead Service Line Inventory and 
Replacement Plan Program. 

 Approve Payment of invoice for Connecticut Business Systems of $104.00 from FY23 
Veterans Various Paper Products. 

 Transfer $16,865.78 from the FY23 01001320.5781 Reserve Fund to the FY23 Library 
account 01006100.5241 Building & Grounds Maintenance 

 
The City Council may consider the same on Wed., March 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community 
Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/91062568654?pwd=QThVWDlXV1l3VnlWOS81TFdmSm04UT09 Meeting ID 910 6256 
8654  . Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. 
- Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Daniel Guin, Greenfield City Council President  
 
President Guin opened the public hearing at 8:21 pm and asked if anyone wished to speak at the public 
hearing. Seeing none, he closed the public hearing at 8:22 pm. 
 
Councilor Bottomley read the second reading: 

City Council – Second Reading- March 15, 2023 

 Approve Payment of invoice for Connecticut Business Systems of $104.00 from FY23 
Veterans Various Paper Products. 

 Transfer $16,865.78 from the FY23 01001320.5781 Reserve Fund to the FY23 Library 
account 01006100.5241 Building & Grounds Maintenance. 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/91062568654?pwd=QThVWDlXV1l3VnlWOS81TFdmSm04UT09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/91062568654?pwd=QThVWDlXV1l3VnlWOS81TFdmSm04UT09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/91062568654?pwd=QThVWDlXV1l3VnlWOS81TFdmSm04UT09
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It was noted the appropriation for $200,000 to pay costs of a Lead Service Line Inventory and Replacement 
Plan Program had been withdrawn by the Mayor as it was no longer needed. 
 
President Guin called for a 5 minute recess at 8:23 pm. 
President Guin resumed the meeting at 8:29 pm. 
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 23-101 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bottomley, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL RESCINDS THE FOLLOWING ORDER 
VOTED DURING THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 18, 2023: 

Order no. FY 23-077 
On January 18, 2023, the Greenfield City Council, on a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by 
Councilor Desorgher, it was unanimously,  
Voted that it be ordered, 
UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, THE SUM OF $16,865.78 BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE 
FY23 01001320.5781 RESERVE FUND TO THE FY23 LIBRARY ACCOUNT 01002440.5200 
BUILDING & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE. 
 
DISCUSSION: It was noted the Library Account number was incorrect when it was voted on by the 
Council.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-101. 
 
Order no. FY 23-102 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bottomley, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, 
THE SUM OF $16,865.78 BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE FY23 01001320.5781 RESERVE FUND 
TO THE FY23 LIBRARY ACCOUNT 01006100.5241 BUILDING & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bottomley reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.    
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-102. 
 
Order no. FY 23-099 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bottomley, second by Councilor Mayo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF PRIOR YEAR INVOICE FOR 
CONNECTICUT BUSINESS SYSTEMS (CBS) IN THE AMOUNT OF $104.00, TO BE PAID FROM 
THE FY23 VETERANS VARIOUS PAPER PRODUCTS, ACCT #0100.543.5453. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bottomley reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation. 
 
It was by roll call, 9 yes, 0 no, 
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VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-099. 
 
Order no. FY 23-109 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:  
 
Victor Moschella, Term to expire June 30, 2025. 
Mark Maloni, Term to expire December 31, 2025. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bullock reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-109. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS None. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

OLD BUSINESS: Councilor Elmer noted the Planning Board meeting to discuss the new proposal of the 
French King Highway rezoning amendment would be held tomorrow at 6:00 pm. 
 
Councilor Bottomley stated that Councilor Desorgher encouraged Councilors to watch the upcoming 
FY2024 Capital Budget meetings for Ways & Means as well as the FY2024 Operating Budget meetings so 
Councilors would be more informed when voting the budget. 
 
Councilor Ricketts stated she participated in a ride along with an officer from the police department on a 
night shift Friday. If any Councilor would be interested in a ride along they should contact the Police 
Department. She was also present when the new candidates were interviewed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Councilors Terounzo held the following first reading: 

City Council – First Reading- March 15, 2023 

 Appropriate $116,684 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Debt Service 
Accounts. 

 Transfer $375,000 from Contract Stabilization Fund 8403 to Greenfield Public Schools 
Salaries and Wages Accounts to fund settled contracts. 

 Transfer $206,850 from Free Cash to Greenfield Public Schools Salaries and Wages 
Accounts to fund settled contracts. 

 Community Preservation Fund Reserves (1 order) 

 Reserve $144,537.19 from FY2022 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for 
FY2022 Community Preservation Fund Purposes (FY22 Annual Budgeted Reserve). 

 Reserve $20,648.69 from FY2022 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for Open 
Space. 

 Reserve $20,648.69 from FY2022 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for Historic 
Resources. 

 Reserve $20,648.69 from FY2022 Community Preservation Fund Revenues for 
Community Housing. 
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 FY2024 Capital Budget (18 orders) 

 Appropriate $470,000 from borrowing to purchase Ambulance. 

 Appropriate $575,000 from borrowing for Upgrades to the Police Station. 

 Appropriate $186,238 from borrowing for Three (3) replacement Police Department 
Vehicles. 

 Appropriate $62,180 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization for replacement 
of Police Department Vehicles. 

 Appropriate $200,000 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization for Sidewalk 
Replacement Program. 

 Appropriate $200,000 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization for Highway 
Fund. 

 Appropriate $150,000 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization to purchase 
Large Area Mower. 

 Appropriate $55,000 by transfer from Free Cash for mill and overlay paving of Legion 
Avenue Parking Lot. 

 Appropriate $290,000 from borrowing to purchase a Road Treatment Truck. 

 Appropriate $160,000 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization to replace 
membrane roof at Old Library. 

 Appropriate $30,000 by transfer from Free Cash to install roof over back stairwell at 
Police Station. 

 Appropriate $185,000 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization for Rocky 
Mountain/Highland Trail Wayfinding Map Development. 

 Appropriate $80,000 by transfer from Free Cash for installation of Beacon Park Bocce 
Courts. 

 Appropriate $195,068 by transfer from Fund 8402 Capital Stabilization for Greenfield 
Public Schools Energy Recovery Units. 

 Appropriate $300,000 from borrowing for Sewer Inflow and Infiltration Repairs and 
Replacement. 

 Appropriate $230,000 by transfer from FY23 Sewer Retained Earnings to replace Dump 
Truck #37. 

 Appropriate $400,000 by transfer from FY23 Water Retained Earnings for Water Main 
Replacement. 

 Appropriate $45,000 by transfer from FY23 Water Retained Earnings for Millbrook 
Well #2 Rehabilitation. 

 
MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 

ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Elmer, it was unanimously 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:48 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
  
 
 Attest:  

Kathryn J. Scott, City Clerk 
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