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  Greenfield City Council  
August 16, 2023 

244th Regular Meeting  
6:30 p.m. 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 
 

To join in person: 
35 Pleasant Street, Greenfield 

 
To join via Zoom: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/95605496226?pwd=bU1NRTFMa2I5YnptbWExZmRxUVd4dz09 
Meeting ID: 956 0549 6226 

 
To join the meeting via phone: 

Dial by your location 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 305 224 1968 US 
+1 309 205 3325 US 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

+1 646 931 3860 US 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

+1 360 209 5623 US 
+1 386 347 5053 US 
+1 507 473 4847 US 
+1 564 217 2000 US 
+1 669 444 9171 US 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1 689 278 1000 US 
+1 719 359 4580 US 
+1 253 205 0468 US 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 Meeting ID: 956 0549 6226 Passcode: 775514  

Find your local number: https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/ab6uc4tAxS 
 

To view the full agenda 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Call to Order  
 

CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-
17. If any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this 
time. In accordance with MGLc 30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a 
public body without permission of the Chair and all persons shall, at the request of the 
chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a public body. If, 
after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair 
may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/95605496226?pwd=bU1NRTFMa2I5YnptbWExZmRxUVd4dz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/ab6uc4tAxS&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1692187236268375&usg=AOvVaw1tT_6t1Z_D5KU8T9viOa7D
https://greenfield-ma.gov/08162023%20244%20-%20Item%20Added%200814.pdf
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the chair may authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the 
meeting.” 
 
2. Roll Call of Members  

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance (voluntary) 
 
4. Approval of minutes – None. 

 

 Executive Session Reason #3 - For the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to 
pending litigation. (In person only – minimum 30 minutes) (Pg. 4) 

 
5. Communications from Superintendent of Schools and School Committee (10 minutes) – See 

attached written communication. (Pg. 5) 
5a. Questions from the Council for Superintendent of Schools and School Committee 

 
6. Communications from Mayor, City Officers and Employees (10 minutes) 

 New Department Heads introductions 

 Storm damage updates from DPW Director Marlo Warner 

 Digital Literacy for Seniors Grant 

 New Fire Station construction update  

 Licensed Site Professional (LSP) Bruce Nickelsen (Added to agenda 08/14/2023 
with permission from President Guin) 
 

6a. Questions from the Council for Mayor 
 

7. Communications from other City Employees as needed, by invitation – None. 
 

8. Public Comment 
 

9. Public Hearing(s) and Second Reading(s): None 
 
10. Motions, Orders, and Resolutions 

I. Mayor’s Appointments & Reappointments – Community Preservation Commission, 
David Brock; Local Cultural Council, Marcel LaFlamme; Human Rights 
Commission, Kathleen Kenny & Quinn Mass; Planning Board, Charles Roberts; 
Public Safety Commission, Maria Burge;  Board of Health, John Romano; Zoning 
Board of Appeals, Peter Wozniak; Commission on Disability Access, Virginia 
Desorgher; Historical Commission, David Brock. (Pg. 6) 

II. Creation of Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund pursuant to MGL Chapter 40, 
§53B. (Pg. 19) 

 
11. Presentation of Petitions and Similar Papers - None 
 
12. Report of Committees - None 
 



 

3 

 

13. Unfinished Business - None 
 
14. Old Business - None 
 
15. New Business   

First Reading (Pg. 34)  

 Interfund Transfer of $7,650 from Executive Administration Salaries F/T to 
Accounting Salaries F/T. 

 
16. Motions for Reconsideration 
 
17. Adjournment 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY BE CALLED 
 

*Please note that the list of topics was comprehensive at the time of posting, however, the 
public body may consider and take action on unforeseen matters not specifically named in 

this notice. Posted in accordance with M.G.L.c 30A § 18-25. 
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Order no. FY 24-008 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO ENTER TO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION FOR REASON #3: TO DISCUSS STRATEGY WITH RESPECT TO COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING OR LITIGATION IF AN OPEN MEETING MAY HAVE A DETRIMENTAL 
EFFECT ON THE BARGAINING OR LITIGATING POSITION OF THE PUBLIC BODY 
AND THE CHAIR SO DECLARES.  
 

Roll Call Majority vote required 
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GREENFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

195 Federal Street, Suite 100, Greenfield, MA 01301 

“Every Child’s Success is Our Mission” 

Ph: 413-772-1326 / Fax: 413-772-1379 Christine DeBarge Ed. D, Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

School Committee Chair and Superintendent Update to City Council August 11, 2023 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to update you on news and events from the Greenfield Public 
Schools. 

As you likely have heard, Superintendent DeBarge has announced plans to retire from the 
Greenfield Public Schools and public education, at the conclusion of her current three-year 
contract, on June 30, 2024. The School Committee is incredibly grateful for her wholistic 
approach to leading the district, as well as a planful timeline for the transition to a new 
Superintendent. The Committee will work with the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees (MASC) on next steps, with an initial public meeting on options and process at 
some point in September. We will keep the Council informed as we move forward. 

We are gearing up for the start of the 23-24 academic year, with the following upcoming events: 

 Convocation for District Staff - Aug 28 

 Professional Development for District Staff - Aug 29 & afternoon of Aug 30 

 First Day of School Grades 1-12 – Aug 30 (half-day) 

 First Day of School for Kindergarten – Sept 1 (half-day) 

 First Day of School for PreK – Sept 5 

 Meet & Greet Events at all schools – Aug 28 

o Academy of Early Learning - 4-5pm 
o Newton, Federal Street, and Four Corners - 5-6pm 
o Greenfield Middle - 6-7pm 

o Greenfield High - 7-8pm 

The Superintendent is planning a Tour of the school buildings for Councilors and School 
Committee on January 26, 2024, which is a district professional development day. This is after the 
election of new members of both bodies. Further information will be provided as we get closer to 
the date. 

With the signing of Governor Healey’s FY24 budget, Universal School Meals is fully funded for our 
students, entitling all PreK-12 students to free lunch, continuing an initiative begun with federal 
funds, during the COVID pandemic. 

 

See you in September! 

--Amy P. 

Amy L. Proietti 
Greenfield School Committee, Chair 

 
The Greenfield Public Schools is committed to maintaining a discrimination-free environment for all students, families, and employees. 

Greenfield Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Order no. FY 24-005 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS & RE-APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR: 

 

Appointments: 
 

 Community Preservation Commission - David Brock, Term to Expire June 30, 2024; (short term 

to finish out John Passiglia’s term) 

 Greenfield Local Cultural Council - Marcel LaFlamme, Term to Expire December 31, 2025 

(short term to maintain staggered terms) 

 Human Rights Commission - Kathleen Kenny, Term to Expire December 31, 2024 (short term to 

finish out Irene Woods’ term) 

 Human Rights Commission - Quinn Mass, Term to Expire December 31, 2025 (short term to 

maintain staggered terms) 

 Planning Board - Charles Roberts, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 Public Safety Commission - Maria Burge, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 

Reappointments: 

 

 Board of Health - John Romano, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 Zoning Board of Appeals - Peter Wozniak, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 Commission on Disability Access - Virginia Desorgher, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 Historical Commission – David Brock, Term to Expire June 30, 2026 

 

 

 
Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment proposed 

by the Mayor” 
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City of 

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

MEMO 
 

TO: Dan Guin, City Council President 

Chris Forgey, City Council Vice President 

FROM: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

DATE: August 1, 2023 

 

RE: August Appointments to City Boards and Commissions -  

________________________________________________________________________ 
I submit the following names for appointments and reappointments to these City Boards and 

Commissions:   

 

Appointments: 

 David Brock; Community Preservation Commission; June 30, 2024; (short term to finish out 

John Passiglia’s’s term) 

 Marcel LaFlamme; Greenfield Local Cultural Council; December 31, 2025 (short term to 

maintain staggered terms) 

 Kathleen Kenny; Human Rights Commission; December 31, 2024 (short term to finish out Irene 

Woods’ term) 

 Quinn Mass; Human Rights Commission; December 31, 2025 (short term to maintain staggered 

terms) 

 Charles Roberts; Planning Board; June 30, 2026 

 Maria Burge; Public Safety Commission; June 30, 2026 

 

Reappointments: 

 John Romano; Board of Health; June 30, 2026 

 Peter Wozniak; Zoning Board of Appeals; June 30, 2026 

 Virginia Desorgher; Commission on Disability Access; June 30, 2026 

 David Brock; Historical Commission; June 30, 2026 
 

 
Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

 
 

 

 

 

City Hall 

14 Court Square 

Greenfield, MA  01301 
Phone 413-772-1560   ●   Fax 413-772-1519 

mayor@greenfield-ma.gov  

 www.greenfield-ma.gov 

ROXANN WEDEGARTNER 

Mayor 
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Appointments public safety commission 
July 26, 2023 

Maria Burge <maria.burge23@gmail.com> 
 

10:46 AM (3 minutes ago)   

 to Roxann.wedegartner, Caitlin.vonschmidt, Councilor.bullock, Councilor.golub, Councilor.helie, Councilor.ricketts, Councilor.gilmour, David.moscaritolo, David.lanoie, William.gordon, Robert.haigh, Robert.strahan, Maria, Citycouncil 

 
 

To Mayor Wedegartner, 
 
I understand that a vacancy on the Public Safety Commission is forthcoming.  This email is to 
express my interest in the next appointment.  I am a 35 year retired law enforcement officer 
and feel that my experience will be an asset to this Commission. I have served in the 
Greenfield Police Department for 14 years. Please feel free to call me at 978-894-6515 if you 
have any questions. 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Respectfully, 
Maria G Burge  
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Order no. FY 24-006 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Create Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund 

 

Move that it be Ordered,  
 

That the City create a special purpose Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund, pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 

40, §53B local option paragraph, with receipts from the Massachusetts State-Subdivision for Statewide 

opioid settlement funds to be deposited, and then appropriated annually to be used to supplement and 

strengthen resources available to communities and families for substance use disorder prevention, harm 

reduction, treatment, and recovery. Disbursement of said funds would be made at the request of the 

Mayor, and by vote of the City Council.  

 

2/3 Vote Required (9) 

VOTE: 

Explanation: Since the State Legislature took no action in FY23 to create a special revenue fund by 

statute, the City should proceed to create this dedicated Stabilization fund.  

 

Attachments: 

1. Memo from Finance Director 

2. City & Town Issue, July 7, 2022 
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City Council – First Reading- August 16, 2023 

 
 Interfund Transfer of $7,650 from Executive Administration Salaries F/T to Accounting 

Salaries F/T. 
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Order no. FY 24-007 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order for Interfund Transfer of $7,650 

 

Move that it be Ordered, that 
 
The sum of $7,650.00 be transferred from Executive Administration Salaries F/T to 

Accounting Salaries F/T to adjust compensation of Finance Director for FY24.  

 

Current Balance in account is $77,492.46 
 

Majority Vote Required 

VOTE: 

Explanation: 

Compensation Adjustment for the Finance Director, who in the absence of the Chief of Staff is taking on 

position’s essential functions. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Memo to Mayor.  

2. Position Description for Finance Director 
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