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  Greenfield City Council  
January 17, 2024 

249th Regular Meeting  
6:30 p.m. 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 
 

To join in person: 
35 Pleasant Street, Greenfield 

 
To join via Zoom: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09 
 Meeting ID: 966 8160 4216 

 
To join the meeting via phone: 

Dial by your location 
+1 309 205 3325 US 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

+1 646 931 3860 US 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 305 224 1968 US 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

+1 360 209 5623 US 
+1 386 347 5053 US 
+1 507 473 4847 US 
+1 564 217 2000 US 
+1 669 444 9171 US 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1 689 278 1000 US 
+1 719 359 4580 US 
+1 253 205 0468 US 

 Meeting ID: 966 8160 4216 Passcode: 898608  
Find your local number: https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/abspHDyjab 

 
 

 
CORRECTED AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-9. If 
any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time.  
 
2. Roll Call of Members  
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance (voluntary) 
 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/abspHDyjab&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1705842724534003&usg=AOvVaw2MXdF3V5GRUEk_yIYCwB1u
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 Suspend Rules of Procedure - Rules of Procedure, 8 Order and Disposition of Business 
(Pg. 4) 

 
4. Approve the November 15 & December 20, 2023 City Council meeting minutes (Pg. 5) 

 
5. Communications from Superintendent of Schools and School Committee (10 minutes) (Pg. 30) 

 Greetings from the New School Committee Chair. 

 January 26 Building Tour (schedule attached) 
 

5a. Questions from the Council for Superintendent of Schools and School Committee 
 

6. Communications from Mayor, City Officers and Employees (10 minutes) (Pg. 31) 

 Budget Timeline for City of Greenfield compared to other municipalities. 

 Updates on Ongoing Property Issue 

 City Hall Updates on the Heating, Hours and Search for new Health Director. 

 DPW Recognition 

 Winter Carnival (February 2 – 4, 2024) 
 

6a. Questions from the Council for Mayor 
 

7. Communications from other City Employees as needed, by invitation – At the time of posting, 
none were reasonably anticipated. 
 

8. Public Comment 
 

9. Public Hearing(s) and Second Reading(s): (Pg. 35) 

 Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor.  

 Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access at 
Greenfield High School Track.  

 Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access to 
Proposed Bocce Courts.  
 

10. Motions, Orders, and Resolutions 
I. Authorize Attorney Jesse Belcher-Timme to file a response to the Open Meeting Law 

Violation Complaint received by the City Clerk’s Office on December 26, 2023 from 
Patrick Higgins. (Pg. 36) 

II. Enter into Executive Session for Reasons #1 and #3 to Review for the Release of City 
Council Executive Session Minutes from FY2018 through CY2023 (July 1, 2017 thru 
December 31, 2023). (Pg. 45) 

III. Zoning Amendments to Section 200-50: Major Development Review, Subsection (B): 
Application, Paragraph (1). (Pg. 46) 

IV. Mayor’s Appointments: Board of Health – Glen Ayers; Commission on Disability Access 
– Anthony Stanford, Philip Rowland; Conservation Commission – Elizabeth Garofalo; 
Franklin County Technical School Committee – Matt Duley, George VanDelinder; 
GCET Board of Commissioners – Pamela Goodwin; Local Cultural Council – Mary 
Chicoine, Hillary Hoffman. (Pg. 49) 
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V. Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor. (Pg. 66) 
VI. Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access at 

Greenfield High School Track. (Pg. 68) 
VII. Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access to 

Proposed Bocce Courts. (Pg. 73) 
VIII. Approval of the Greenfield Public Schools, through their School Committee, to enter 

into a School Bus Contract for a maximum duration of five (5) years including renewals, 
extensions or options. (Pg. 74) 

 
11. Presentation of Petitions and Similar Papers – None. 
 
12. Report of Committees – At the time of posting there were no topics reasonably anticipated by 

the Chair 
 
13. Unfinished Business – At the time of posting there were no topics reasonably anticipated by the 

Chair 
 
14. Old Business – At the time of posting there were no topics reasonably anticipated by the Chair 
 
15. New Business   

First Reading (Pg. 114)  

 Transfer $18,179.00 from General Fund Bond Premiums to General Fund Principal 
Paydowns Account. 

 Transfer $214,000 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to Water Principal 
Paydowns Account. 

 Transfer $145,155 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to Sewer Principal 
Paydowns Account. 

 Transfer $4,282 from GCET Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to GCET Debt Service 
Account. 

 Transfer $54,904.18 from City’s Reserve Fund to Police Permanent Salaries Account in 
accordance with the MOUs between the City of Greenfield, Police Chief Robert Haigh 
and Police Deputy Chief William Gordon. (Added to agenda 01/16/2024, omitted in 
error from original agenda) 

 
16. Motions for Reconsideration at the time of posting -  

 
17. Adjournment 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY BE CALLED 

 
*Please note that the list of topics was comprehensive at the time of posting, however, the 
public body may consider and take action on unforeseen matters not specifically named in 

this notice. Posted in accordance with M.G.L.c 30A § 18-25. 
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CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

 

 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL WAIVE THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, 8 ORDER 

AND DISPOSITION OF BUSINESS, TO ALLOW THE AGENDA ITEMS TO BE TAKEN OUT OF 

ORDER.  

  
Majority Vote Required. 

 

VOTE: 

 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2023 
 
John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 6:30 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Acting President Ricketts as a senior 
Councilor. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-9. If any other 
persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. In accordance with MGLc 
30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the Chair and all 
persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a 
public body. If, after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair 
may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, the chair may 
authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the meeting.” 
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT IN PERSON:  All Councilors. 
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT REMOTELY: None 
 
ABSENT: President Guin and Vice-President Forgey 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Assistant City Clerk Quinn 
Jacquins; Finance Director/Interim Chief of Staff Diana Schindler; Greenfield School Superintendent Dr. 
Christine DeBarge; School Committee Chairperson Amy Proietti; DPW Director Marlo Warner; Grant 
Writer/Manager Athena Bradley; Parliamentarian Wilson Roberts; GCET General Manager John Lunt; 
GCTV-17 staff; Mary Byrne, the Recorder; and members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Superintendent DeBarge and 
Committee Chair Proietti reported the following: 

 Wednesday, November 22, 2023 was an early release day for the students for the Thanksgiving 
Break. On that day the schools would be participating in the Turkey Trot in the morning. 

 Friday, January 26, 2024, a tour of the schools would be offered to the new members of the School 
Committee as well as the new members of the City Council; times and schedules would be made 
available in the future. 

 Longtime District employee Vera [Ayrapetyan] who worked in the school business office, was 
appointed as an Assistant Business Manager. 

 Thanked Ben Murphy and Joe Pugs who assisted during the transition to the new School Facilities 
Director Mike Boudreau. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Interview process for the hiring of the new Superintendent of Schools. 

 Updates, if any, on the new redistricting plan for the schools. 

 Feasibility of scaling students out through redistricting and relocate the 5th grade. 
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MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Mayor Wedegartner and Finance Director Schindler 
reported the following: 

 Mid-point results on the Opioid Settlement Survey had been sent. The full survey was not due out 
until December 22, 2023. As of Monday, 134 responses had been received; 105 were submitted 
online and 29 were submitted as physical copies. Approximately 46% had a loved one in recovery 
from substance use disorder; 44% worked with individuals and families impacted by opioid 
addiction; 29% were people who had lost a loved one due to opioid addiction; 23% had a family 
member currently dealing with opioid use disorder. 

 Among the top priorities on how the settlement funds should be used, 75% selected supporting 
people in treatment and recovery; 39.5% selected to address the needs of criminal justice involved 
persons; 37.3% selected connection to care; 36.5% selected opioid use disorder treatment as a top 
priority; 34% selected supporting pregnant or parenting women and their families, including babies 
with neonatal abstinence syndrome. In regard to the 75% who selected support for people in 
treatment and recovery, most responses cited additional housing and recovery programs, others 
were for collaborations between existing program providers and continue to promote the 
destigmatization and strengthening recovery centers. 

 Documentation on the opioid settlement survey was provided to the Council. 

 The Portland Loo had been installed and would be operational as soon as the City hooked up the 
utilities and cameras, complete some concrete work and the poles to arrive the first week in 
December. Weather permitting, the loo would be opened to the public. 

 Director Schindler noted that the presentation for the tax classification hearing could not move 
forward this evening until approvals were received back from the DOR (Department of Revenue). 
Requested to schedule a special meeting on the tax classification hearing for November 29, 2023. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Purpose for the cameras to be installed around the Portland Loo. 

 Plan in place for cleaning and maintaining the Portland Loo. 

 Taking into consideration to include the Mayor-elect and public participation in the discussions on 
the grant for the recycling program. 

 
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: DPW Director Warner and Grant 
Writer/Manager Bradley gave a presentation on the Single Stream Recycling Program: 

 The grant for the recycling program did have some flexibility; however, until the City meets with the 
EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), it was unknown just how much flexibility would be given. 

 The DPW team who had been working on this grant and program comprised of Director Warner, 
Grant Writer Bradley, [Field Superintendent] Paul Newell, [DPW Office Manager] Janine Greaves, 
[Assistant Field Superintendent] Lenny Fritz and Deputy Director Sam Urkiel. 

 The City of Greenfield’s recycling trucks’ conditions were poor to the point where it could be 
deemed critical.  

 No additional money would be attached to this grant. If the City decided on more expensive 
recycling truck body equipment, the monetary responsibility would be on the City. 

 Decisions on the grant and recycling program were based on the EPA’s goals to reduce climate 
change and create efficiencies in solid waste collection. 

 The EPA had provided some flexibility to the City if it decided to opt for dual stream; however, it 
was recommended to say with the auto single stream vehicles and then rotate collecting paper one 
week and collecting hard recyclables the next week. 

 Dual stream recycling would result in more cost and demands on residents due to additional pickup 
scheduling and for residents to obtain more recycling carts. 
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 The City could move forward and sign the contract per the EPA and then make their decisions, but 
their main primary would begin to order the vehicles. 

 Ms. Bradley’s professional recommendation would to stay with the single stream program. 

 The MRF (materials recovery facility) in Berlin, Connecticut was a state of the art facility with 11 
optical sensors and was awarded MRF of the year for 2023. Communities that switched back to dual 
stream recycling did not have the opportunity to take their materials to this facility. The facility 
changed less per ton than what Greenfield was currently paying now. 

 Documentation on the grant and stipulations regarding the Single Stream Recycling Program 
was provided to the Council 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Further information available by the December City Council meeting. 

 Single stream use began as a more expensive system. 

 Single stream system recycles less due to self-contamination. 

 Cost and ecological impact due to fuel consumption by the transport to the facility. 

 How the MRF in Connecticut set their rates and if it was contractual. 

 Capital request to fund the dual stream truck as opposed to a single stream truck. 

 Current number of employees used on a recycling truck. 

 Did the grant address the cost of materials if the City decided on a dual stream system as opposed to 
a single stream. 

 Operation procedures at transfer station for single stream versus dual stream. 

 Separate meetings on discussions with the EPA and signing the contract. 

 Estimate on the length of time to transition over and cost to taxpayers who would need to replace 
the recycling bins. 

 Upfront implementation cost while discussions were ongoing. 
 
GCET General Manager John Lunt gave a presentation on GCET’s Plans for Expansion throughout the 
City: 

 GCET was involved with two projects: The first was the North Build, which was the build in 
precincts 1, 2 and 9, beginning in 2021. The build was not technically different from their building 
practices now and it was not a build that had extraordinary expenses associated with it. The issue 
with the build was that every pole that a GCET fiber optic cable to required a license. Every pole in 
Greenfield is jointly owned by Verizon and Eversource. 

 It had taken a long time to work with Verizon and Eversource to get through multiple stages that 
GCET had to go through due to the public way for telecommunications and electricity was one of 
the most highly regulated spaces you will ever find in any municipality. And even though they jointly 
own the poles, their process to survey and prepare was completely separate and ran parallel and only 
at certain points came together so they could reconcile and then GCET could move forward. 
Additionally, GCET also had to work with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation for any 
road that was a State road - it was a very complex process. Another issue was GCET didn’t do the 
work; it’s done by either Verizon or Eversource or people they designated; that was a function of 
the contracts signed by GCET in order to be considered on the pole.  

 Surveys and cost negotiations of a great majority of the north part of Greenfield were complete. 
There areas had been done in three (3) separate groups: The first group was up Bernardston Road, 
underneath Severance Street and up West Log Plain Road, Newell Pond Road and Graves Road and 
up to Barton Road. The second group was up Colrain Road, including Meadow Lane, over to the 
Green River Road, Arnold Lane, Lunt Drive, Sauter Lane and Hancock Lane area. Would have the 
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ability to get to Smead Hill Road and the Hancock/Mary Potter Lanes area, and back down Plain 
Road. The third group covered Leyden Road, Nash’s Mill and the area around Pickett Lane. 

 There were three (3) areas where GCET was unable to fully reconcile as of yet with Verizon and 
Eversource in regards to the number of poles to be replaced: Country Club Road and Log Plain 
Road, Adams Road and Lovers Lane. There may be a split between those areas due to the money 
GCET had to cover the most people as possible. Once completed, GCET would have 
approximately 900 to 1000 new dwellings covered; which would increase the amount of coverage for 
GCET from 86% to 89%. The licensing portion of this build including the purchase of materials 
had been funded through ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act). 

 The second project was “Unique Locations”: GCET had radios on telephone poles and street lights 
which broadcast a WI-FI signal picked up by small receivers outside residences such as single family 
homes, twin family homes, multiple family homes and condominiums. However, there were issues 
with two (2) areas: Large Apartment Buildings and accessing developments that were built with all 
underground utilities. Most Large Apartment Buildings were privately owned and GCET was unable 
to enter the premises without permission. One way to address this issue was to continue to work 
with large organization to attempt to change their minds on how they receive access to GCET. An 
MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) was recently signed between GCET and the Greenfield 
Housing Association and would have the ability to fully cover Elm Terrace. In addition, Berkshire 
Apartments on Smith Street had agreed to a test trial. Another way to address this issue was to figure 
a plan to install the proper equipment in the building and remain sustainable. 

 GCET had received a grant from the Municipal Digital Equity Planning Program which included 
establishing a Steering Committee to review where the grant money should be spent. The Steering 
Committee consisted of ten (10) members including people from GCC (Greenfield Community 
College), the Human Rights Commission and downtown business owners. The Committee would 
schedule an evening to receive public comment; the details would be announced by FRCOG 
(Franklin Regional Council of Governments). There were two (2) other grants GCET had re-applied 
for: the Broadband Equity Access and Deployment Program and the Infrastructure Gap Grant. 
GCET was also looking into current ARPA grants and any future grants that could fund to lay 
conduits for wiring. 

 Mr. Lunt encouraged the Councilors to meet and confer with him and review the data regarding 
their specific precinct. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Possibility for developments with underground utilities to offer to lease part of a residence to hang 
antennas where receivers could be placed in lieu of installing a pole. 

 Status on wiring for the Highrise, Fargo Drive, East Wayland Drive and Lampblack Road. 

 Marketing strategies to compete with larger companies such as Comcast and Verizon. 

 Approximate timeline to expect the North Build project would be completed. 

 Approximate cost to install wiring in a large apartment building. 

 FCC(Federal Communications Commission) guidelines regarding apartment buildings required to be 
offered an alternative to all choices of internet suppliers. 

 
Acting President Ricketts called a 5 minute recess at 8:31pm. 
Acting President Ricketts resumed the meeting at 8:40pm. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Jesus Leyva, Deerfield Street, spoke to the DPW grant regarding the switch to single stream 
recycling and requested more documentation and the representatives from the Springfield MRF 
Board to speak to the Councilors regarding single stream versus dual stream recycling. 
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 Susan Conger, Ferrante Avenue, spoke to her support of Greenfield to continue to use dual stream 
recycling and not switch to single stream recycling. 

 Louise Amyot, Madison Circle, spoke to her support of Greenfield to continue to use dual stream 
recycling and not switch to single stream recycling. 

 Joannah Whitney, Franklin Street, spoke to her support of Greenfield to continue to use dual stream 
recycling and not switch to singer stream recycling, especially how it would affect people with 
disabilities. 

 Peg Hall, Pierce Street, responded to many of the points presented by the DPW Director and Grant 
Writer regarding the EPA grant for single stream recycling and voiced her support for Greenfield to 
continue to use dual stream recycling. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Desorgher read the public hearing: 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
November 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97817268506?pwd=Nkk5d1EvUGZzUWpCc2tnc0E4bHlZQT09  
Meeting ID: 978 1726 8506, to receive public input on the following:  

 Repurpose $289,000 authorized for Police Station Upgrades to Dispatch Communication System.  

 Approve payment of $12,707.40 for FY23 Energy Millbrook Solar Invoice from FY24 Energy 
Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

 Approve payment of $50,829.58 for FY23 GTR Greenfield Millbrook Solar LLC Invoice – Sewer 
Enterprise from FY24 WPCF Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

 Approve payment of $21,178.99 for FY23 GTR Greenfield Millbrook Solar LLC Invoice – Water 
Enterprise from the FY24 Water Enterprise Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

 Approve payment of $15,038.75 for FY23 Doherty, Wallace Pillsbury and Murphy PC Invoice from 
FY24 Legal Town [City] Account 5302.  

 Approve the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Greenfield and United 
Public Service Employees Union representing the Department of Public Works (DPW) and transfer 
$25,200 from Contract Stabilization for Parks Permanent Salaries/Wages Full Time line item 5111 
($15,200) and Wages-Custodians line item 5113 ($10,000).  

The City Council may consider the same on Wed., November 15, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/97817268506?pwd=Nkk5d1EvUGZzUWpCc2tnc0E4bHlZQT09  Meeting ID 978 1726 
8506. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. - 
Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Acting President Ricketts opened the public hearing at 8:58pm and asked if anyone wished to speak on any 
of these issues; seeing none, she closed the hearing at 8:59pm. 
 
Councilor Desorgher read the second reading: 

City Council – Second Reading- November 15, 2023 

 Repurpose $289,000 authorized for Police Station Upgrades to Dispatch Communication System.  

 Approve payment of $12,707.40 for FY23 Energy Millbrook Solar Invoice from FY24 Energy 
Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

 Approve payment of $50,829.58 for FY23 GTR Greenfield Millbrook Solar LLC Invoice – Sewer 
Enterprise from FY24 WPCF Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

 Approve payment of $21,178.99 for FY23 GTR Greenfield Millbrook Solar LLC Invoice – Water 
Enterprise from the FY24 Water Enterprise Millbrook Solar Account 5209.  

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97817268506?pwd=Nkk5d1EvUGZzUWpCc2tnc0E4bHlZQT09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97817268506?pwd=Nkk5d1EvUGZzUWpCc2tnc0E4bHlZQT09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/97817268506?pwd=Nkk5d1EvUGZzUWpCc2tnc0E4bHlZQT09
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 Approve payment of $15,038.75 for FY23 Doherty, Wallace Pillsbury and Murphy PC Invoice from 
FY24 Legal Town [City] Account 5302.  

 Approve the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Greenfield and United 
Public Service Employees Union representing the Department of Public Works (DPW) and transfer 
$25,200 from Contract Stabilization for Parks Permanent Salaries/Wages Full Time line item 5111 
($15,200) and Wages-Custodians line item 5113 ($10,000).  

 

Councilor Desorgher read the second public hearing: 
Tax Classification 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, November 15, 2023, at 6:30 pm, to 
adopt a residential factor in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 58, 
Section 1A, which shall be used by the Board of Assessors to determine the percentages of the local tax levy 
to be borne by each class of real and personal property. 
 
The Assessors shall provide all information and data relevant to making such determination and the fiscal 
effect of the available alternatives. 
 
The hearing is required under Section 56 of Chapter 40, Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
Daniel Guin, Greenfield City Council President  
 
Acting President Ricketts opened the public hearing at 9:01pm. Councilor Desorgher noted that the Tax 
Certification Public Hearing could not move forward pending approval from the Department of Revenue; it 
would be continued to a date certain of November 29, 2023, 6:30 pm, at John Zon Community 
Center/Zoom Hybrid and the public hearing shall remain open until that time. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gilmour, second by Councilor Elmer, it was by majority, 9 yes, 1 
abstention, 
VOTED: TO CONTINUE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON FY2024 TAX CLASSIFICATION TO 
NOVEMBER 29, 2023, 6:30PM, AT JOHN ZON COMMUNITY CENTER/ZOOM HYBRID. 
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 24-034 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was by majority, 8 yes, 2 
abstentions, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE PLANNING BOARD: SARAH BROWN-ANSON, FOR A THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE 
DECEMBER 31, 2026. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Mayor’s Memo of Appointment; 2) Resume of proposed 
appointee 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Terounzo, second by Councilor Elmer, it was unanimously, 
TABLED: ORDER NOS FY24-033A, FY24-033B AND FY24-033C UNTIL THE NOVEMBER 29, 
2023, CONTINUATION OF MEETING. 
 
Order no. FY 24-035 
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MGL CH.30B, SEC. 12(B), AUTHORIZES THE GREENFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO 
TAKE PART IN A COLLECTIVE SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION BID WITH OTHER FRANKLIN 
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR A CONTRACT DURATION OF UP TO FIVE YEARS. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Correspondence from Superintendent of Schools and School 
Committee Chair; 2) Massachusetts Office of Inspector General Procurement Bulletin from March 2012. 
 
DISCUSSION: Clarification on why this issue had come before the Council. The School listed the 
following towns/cities that were also involved in this process. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-035. 
 
Order no. FY 24-013 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Helie, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVES A REPURPOSING IN THE 
AMOUNT OF 289,000, PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED POLICE STATION UPGRADES TO BE 
REPURPOSED FOR DISPATCH COMMUNICATION SYSTEM. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-013. 
 
Order no. FY 24-014 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF THE 
PRIOR YEAR INVOICE FOR GTR GREENFIELD MILLBROOK SOLAR, LLC IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $12,707.40 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 ENERGY MILLBROOK SOLAR ACCOUNT 
#01001970.5209.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) GTR Greenfield Millbrook Solar LLC Invoice dated June 1, 
2023 with breakdown. (Document was also used for Order Nos. FY24-015 & FY24-016.) 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-014. 
 
Order no. FY 24-015 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF THE 
PRIOR YEAR INVOICE FOR GTR GREENFIELD MILLBROOK SOLAR, LLC IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $50,829.58 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 WPCF MILLBROOK SOLAR ACCOUNT #60004490.5209.  
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DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-015. 
 
Order no. FY 24-016 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF THE 
PRIOR YEAR INVOICE FOR GTR GREENFIELD MILLBROOK SOLAR, LLC IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $21,178.99 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 WATER ENTERPRISE MILLBROOK SOLAR ACCOUNT 
#61004490.5209.  
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.    
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-016. 
 
Order no. FY 24-017 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF THE 
PRIOR YEAR INVOICES DATED 6/9/23 FOR DOHERTY, WALLACE, PILLSBURY AND 
MURPHY, P.C. IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,038.75 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 LEGAL TOWN 
#01001510.5302.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Invoice from Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury and Murphy PC 
dated June 9, 2023 for $50.00; 2) Summary of Legal Costs for FY24. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee tabled the order. It was 
noted the funds in this account had been depleted after the order was created and would not be made 
available until money was transferred to the account from Free Cash.   
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Gilmour, it was unanimously, 
TABLED: ORDER NO. FY 24-017. 
  
Order no. FY 24-018 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, PURSUANT TO M.G.L. C 150E, § 7, 
APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
GREENFIELD AND UNITED PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION REPRESENTING THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (DPW) AND TRANSFER FROM CONTRACT 
STABILIZATION, $15,200 TO PARKS PERMANENT SALARIES/WAGES FULL-TIME, LINE 
ITEM 0100.4380.5111 AND $10,000 TO WAGES-CUSTODIANS, LINE ITEM 0100.1920.5113, FOR A 
TOTAL OF $25,200 TO FUND THE FIRST-YEAR COST ITEMS. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Signed MOU dated September 22, 2023 
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DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-018. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS: None. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

OLD BUSINESS: Recognition of Douglas Mayo for his service as a member of the City Council. 

 Councilors expressed their time working with Douglas Mayo and his loyalty and service to his 
precinct and his dedication to Committees he served on. 

  
NEW BUSINESS: Councilor Desorgher held the following first reading: 

City Council – First Reading- November 15, 2023 

 Transfer $1,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization. 

 Transfer $466,000 from Free Cash to Debt Service: $277,000 for Principal Paydowns Acct 59991 
and $189,000 for Short-Term Interest Acct 5925. 

 Transfer $199,993 from Free Cash to Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund. 

 Transfer $100,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Town [City] Attorney Services (aka Legal). 

 Approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Greenfield and Salary Schedule 
Employees Association and Transfer $43,600 from Free Cash to seven (7) Wage Accounts. 

 
MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 

This meeting would be continued to November 29, 2023, 6:30 pm, at John Zon Community Center/Zoom 
Hybrid. Councilors left the meeting at 9:32 pm 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 
 

Attest:  
Kathryn J. Scott, CMC, City Clerk 
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 

Regular Meeting 

November 15, 2023 
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1. Golub, Katherine Y      

2. Guin, Daniel 
President 

N      

3. Desorgher, Virginia Y      

4. Bottomley, John Y      

5. Bullock, Marianne  Y      

6. Gilmour, Sheila Y      

7. Lapienski, Jasper Y      

8. Vacant  __      

9. Helie, Derek Y      

10. Elmer, Philip Y      

11. Forgey, Christine 
Vice - President 

N      

12. Ricketts, Penny Y      

13. Terounzo, Michael Y      
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 20, 2023 
 
John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid  6:30 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Guin. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-9. If any other 
persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. In accordance with MGLc 
30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the Chair and all 
persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a 
public body. If, after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair 
may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, the chair may 
authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the meeting.” 
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT IN PERSON:  Councilors Golub, Guin, Desorgher, Bottomley, 
Bullock, Lapienski, Helie, Elmer, Forgey, Ricketts and Terounzo. 
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT REMOTELY: Councilor Gilmour 
 
ABSENT: None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Assistant City Clerk Quinn 
Jaquins; Finance Director/Interim Chief of Staff Diana Schindler; Greenfield School Superintendent Dr. 
Christine DeBarge; Assistant School Superintendent Karin Patenaude; DPW Director Marlo Warner; Grant 
Writer/Manager Athena Bradley; GCTV-17 staff and members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Forgey, it was by majority, 11 yes, 1 
abstention, 
VOTED: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL WAIVE THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, 8 
ORDER AND DISPOSITION OF BUSINESS, TO ALLOW THE AGENDA ITEMS TO BE TAKEN 
OUT OF ORDER.  
 
Order no. FY 24-032 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Forgey, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-11, 
APPROVES THE APPOINTMENT OF LORA WONDOLOWSKI TO FILL THE PRECINCT 8 CITY 
COUNCIL SEAT, VACATED BY DOUGLAS W. MAYO, UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2025.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Candidate Lora Wondolowski’s letter of interest dated 
October 11, 2023. 
 
City Clerk Kathy Scott administered the oath of office to Lora Wondolowski as the new Precinct 8 
Councilor. Councilor Wondolowski joined the rail. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Lapienski, 
it was by majority, 11 yes, 2 abstentions, 
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VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20, OCTOBER 18 AND 
NOVEMBER 29, 2023. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Superintendent DeBarge and Assistant 
Superintendent Patenaude reported the following: 

 Ellis Benitez was name as the recipient of this year’s Superintendent’s Award for Academic 
Excellence. 

 Votes had been taken by the School Committee in regards to their redistricting plan. There were 3 
parts involved in their decision: First was a previous practice allowing students to request schools 
outside of their neighborhood school within the district would end effective the beginning of the 24-
25 school year. In the past two years, only incoming kindergartners who had siblings in the choice 
school. Second was the School Committee voted to allow students who had already been allowed to 
choice into a non neighborhood school would be allowed to age out. Third was the new school lines 
and the reconfiguration of three Elementary Schools to a K through 5, Greenfield Middle School 
would move to a 6 through 8, and Greenfield High School would be 9 through 12; which would be 
effected for the 25-26 school year. The schools would be working on the logistics that would need 
to be worked out, with one of the biggest pieces would be allowing the students to age out of their 
intra-district choice spots. The date the change occurred was related due to delaying one year, there 
was one less grade level at 4 Corners that was believed to have 3 classes. This would free up space at 
4 Corners. 

 The budget process for Fiscal Year 2025 had begun. A public hearing was scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 28th, 2024. 

 Updated status of Green River School. 

 Anticipated year in which all intra-district students would be relocated to the middle school. 

 Pay back of grant for one million dollars that was received for the Green River School. 
 
MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Mayor Wedegartner noted that she would not be 
addressing the Council tonight but would be available for any questions they may have regarding the agenda 
items. 

 Councilor Lapienski thanked the Mayor for her attendance and speaking at the Hanukkah Ceremony 
last week. Numerous people had conveyed their appreciation on the Mayor’s comments and he 
looked forward to watching the videos. 

 
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: DPW Director Warner reported the 
following: 

 The information requested by the Council regarding automated single stream versus the dual stream 
recycling comparisons in costs was not available at the time of this meeting and would be forwarded 
to the Council by the next meeting in January. 

 Due to the inclement weather that began on Sunday into Monday there was indication that a large 
water main break had occurred. He thanked the public safety departments for their efforts in 
locating the break so it could be repaired immediately. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Update for a second wheelie for trash pickup. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Jesus Leyva, Deerfield Street, read from a prepared statement (see attached). 
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 Michael Klein, Meridian Street, spoke to the condition of the dams on the Green River in Precinct 7. 
He also expressed his hope that the path in the back of the Green River School would continue to 
be accessible to the public regardless of future ownership. 

 Maria Burge, Garfield Street, thanked the Councilors that were leaving their positions. She thanked 
Councilors Lapienski and Mayo for their dedication to the Precincts they represented. She voiced 
her concern to the influx of people coming into the Community and the strain it could have on 
Greenfield and offered any service she could provide to the Council. 

 Pamela Goodwin, High Street, encouraged residents to attend the Board of Health meeting, which 
would be hybrid, and thanked the Human Rights Committee for their meeting regarding the 
allegations on the Wells Street Shelter. She also commented on John Lunt’s presentation to the 
Council regarding GCET and Mr. Leyva’s presentation regarding transparency of the government. 

 Glen Ayers, Davis Street, acknowledged a few of the employees of the City Hall for their 
professionalism in dealing with the public and encouraged the incoming executive administration to 
seek new legal Counsel for the City. Looking forward to working with the Community on the Public 
Improvement Plan to clean up the Lunt site on Federal Street. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Desorgher read the public hearing: 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
December 20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94681425914?pwd=bnNvNFpjSFhKZ1lTYTR0RXoyTEU1Zz09 
Meeting ID: 946 8142 5914, to receive public input on the following:  
 

 Transfer $1,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization. 

 Transfer $466,000 from Free Cash to Debt Service: $277,000 for Principal Paydowns Acct 59991 
and $189,000 for Short-Term Interest Acct 5925. 

 Transfer $199,993 from Free Cash to Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund. 

 Transfer $100,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Town [City] Attorney Services (aka Legal). 

 Approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Greenfield and Salary Schedule 
Employees Association and Transfer $43,600 from Free Cash to seven (7) Wage Accounts. 

 
The City Council may consider the same on Wed., December 20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/94681425914?pwd=bnNvNFpjSFhKZ1lTYTR0RXoyTEU1Zz09 Meeting ID: 946 8142 
5914 . Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. 
- Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Daniel Guin, Greenfield City Council President  
 
President Guin opened the public hearing at 7:22 pm. He asked if anyone from the public wished to speak 
on the issues; seeing none, Councilor Desorgher read the second reading: 

City Council – Second Reading- December 20, 2023 
 

 Transfer $1,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization. 

 Transfer $466,000 from Free Cash to Debt Service: $277,000 for Principal Paydowns Acct 
59991 and $189,000 for Short-Term Interest Acct 5925. 

 Transfer $199,993 from Free Cash to Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund. 

 Transfer $100,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Town [City] Attorney Services (aka Legal). 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94681425914?pwd=bnNvNFpjSFhKZ1lTYTR0RXoyTEU1Zz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94681425914?pwd=bnNvNFpjSFhKZ1lTYTR0RXoyTEU1Zz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94681425914?pwd=bnNvNFpjSFhKZ1lTYTR0RXoyTEU1Zz09
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 Approve Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between City of Greenfield and Salary 
Schedule Employees Association and Transfer $43,600 from Free Cash to seven (7) Wage 
Accounts. 

 
President Guin asked again if anyone from the public wished to speak on the issues; seeing none, he closed 
the public hearing at 7:23pm. 
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 24-037 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR:  
Appointments: 

 Commission on Disability Access - Anthony Stanford, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Conservation Commission - Elizabeth Garofalo, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Franklin County Technical School Committee - Matt Duley, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Franklin County Technical School Committee - George VanDelinder, Term to Expire December 
31, 2026 

 GCET Board of Commissioners - Erin Donnally Drake, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Greenfield Local Cultural Council - Kate Hunter, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Greenfield Local Cultural Council - Lou Marie Judge, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Mayor’s Memo for Appointments & Re-Appointments; 2) 
Letters of Interest and Resumes of proposed appointees. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bullock reported the Appointments & Ordinances forwarded a majority 
negative recommendation, 2 yes, 3 no. The Committee deliberated on whether any new appointments 
should be submitted by the new administration next year.  

 It was noted that the decision was not based on the appointees who were submitted but the 
transition to a new Mayor/administration in January. 

 The current Mayor had authority with appointing board and committee members until the end of 
their term and therefore should not hold up any appointments for boards and committees who were 
in need of members. 

 Councilors expressed concern that some boards and committees vacancies had not been filled for 
months and now the Mayor was trying to fill them before the transition to the new administration 
and questioned the timeliness of the appointments. 

 Concern was raised that if the Council rejected these new appointments it could take 2 to 3 months 
for them to come before the Council for a vote and it could leave some boards and committees 
without a proper quorum for the ability to conduct business. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, no audio of visual second, it was, 
MOVED: TO DIVIDE THE MOTION BETWEEN THE APPOINTMENTS THAT WOULD 
CREATE A QUORUM ON BOARDS WHO DON’T HAVE THEM AND THOSE THAT DON’T. 
 
DISCUSSION: It was noted that none of the boards and committees were in jeopardy of not obtaining a 
quorum with the possible exception of Commission on Disability Access; however, they would not be 
meeting in January. 
 
Councilor Lapienski withdrew his motion. 
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It was by roll call, 2 yes, 10 no, 1 abstention,  
DEFEATED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-037. 
 
Order no. FY 24-044 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING RE-APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR: 
 
Reappointments: 

 Council on Aging - Patricia Jordan, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Council on Aging - Linda Smith, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Greenfield Local Cultural Council - Tim Fisk, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Parking & Traffic Commission - Jim Geisman, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 

 Trustees of the Soldiers Memorial - John Ambo, Term to Expire December 31, 2026 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bullock reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
majority positive recommendation 3 yes, 2 no. The Committee’s rationale to accepting the re-appointments 
was that some of these boards and committees would have run the risk of being without a quorum to 
conduct ongoing business. 

 The rationale for the decision to reject the re-appointments were made as to the appointments in 
which it was argued that the new incoming administration should re-appoint as well as appoint new 
board and committee members. 

 
It was by roll call, 12 yes, 1 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-044. 
 
Order no. FY 24-045 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING RE-APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR 
TO THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION:  TRAVIS DRURY, TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 
2026 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Bullock reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee did not forward a 
recommendation due to an issue with the re-appointee’s ability to serve on the Conservation Commission if 
they were on another Committee. It was later determined that this re-appointee was seated on another 
committee as a representative of the Conservation Commission.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-045. 
 
Order no. FY 24-038A1 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, VOTE TO DECLARE THAT CITY-OWNED PROPERTY AT 188 
MAIN STREET, RECORDED IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS LAND 
REGISTRATION OFFICE ON CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 1467, DOCUMENT 8582, BOOK 10, 
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PAGE 15, BE DECLARED SURPLUS PROPERTY AND TRANSFER SAID PROPERTY TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR FOR SALE.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Memo from Mayor dated November 27, 2023 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Elmer reported the Economic Development Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 

 It was noted the Mayor requested the property be declared surplus at this time and in the future 
would come back to the Council to request authorization to sell the property. 

 Although a name was given of an individual who was interested in purchasing the property, the 
Committee believed an RFP (Request for Proposal) was still warranted. 

 If the City decided there was a legitimate use for the property after it was voted to become surplus it 
would not need to come back to the Council to remove it from surplus status. 

 Under Chapter 30B, if the property was assessed under $35,000 an RFP was not required. 

 The property in question was taken under tax title, which required a specific process to sell it under 
Massachusetts General Law. 

 The current administration, Collector/Treasurer and Finance Director had decided to not sell 
property taken by tax title at the Council’s request. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO CALL THE QUESTION.  
 
Order No. FY24-038A1 was now on the floor for a vote. 
 
It was by majority, 11 yes, 0 no, 2 abstentions,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-038A1. 
 
Order no. FY 24-038A2 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZES THE 
MAYOR TO SELL 188 MAIN STREET, RECORDED IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY REGISTRY 
OF DEEDS LAND REGISTRATION OFFICE ON CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 1467, 
DOCUMENT 8582, BOOK 10, PAGE 15, PURSUANT TO THE CITY COUNCIL  POLICY FOR 
THE SALE OF CITY OWNED LAND AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL 
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH THE SAME. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Elmer reported the Economic Development Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation with the understanding that the rules within the policy for the sale of 
City Owned Land was followed. 

 Mayor Wedegartner noted that at this time she did not have a buyer for this property and was not 
planning to sell it through the remainder of her term. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Bullock, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
TABLE: ORDER NO. FY24-038A2.  
 
President Guin, without objection, forwarded Order No. FY24-039: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY 
COUNCIL VOTES TO ACCEPT AN EASEMENT FOR 7 SPECIFIC PARKING SPACES AT THE 
CITY PARKING LOT LOCATED AT 402 MAIN STREET/LEAVITT-HOVEY HOUSE (PARCEL 
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#56-2-0) AND 412 MAIN STREET, to January due to receiving late information regarding the proposed 
easements on 402 & 412 Main Street. 
 
Order no. FY 24-027 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, 
THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVES A TRANSFER IN THE SUM OF $1,500,000 FROM FREE CASH 
TO CAPITAL STABILIZATION.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) FY23 Stabilization Accounts thru June 30, 2023; 2) FY23 
Certified Free Cash Summary (Documents were used for Order Nos. FY24-028, FY24-029, FY24-030 & 
FY 24-031.) 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-027. 
 
Order no. FY 24-028 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER,  
THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVES A TRANSFER IN THE SUM OF $466,000 FROM FREE CASH 
TO DEBT SERVICE, TO FUND ACCOUNT LINES PRINCIPAL PAYDOWNS (01007100 59991) IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $277,000 AND SHORT-TERM INTEREST (01007520 5925) IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $189,000. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-028. 
 
Order no. FY 24-029 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER,  
THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVES A TRANSFER IN THE SUM OF $199,993 FROM FREE CASH 
TO OPIOID SETTLEMENT STABILIZATION FUND.  
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Memo from Finance Director Diana M Schindler date July 25, 
2023, regarding Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-029. 
 
Order no. FY 24-030 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
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MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, 
THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVES A TRANSFER IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,000 FROM FREE 
CASH TO TOWN [CITY] ATTORNEY SERVICES. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) G/L Account Detail for Town [City] Attorney Services; 2) 
Year to Date Legal Town (City) Ordinary Expenses 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation. 

 Councilors expressed disappointment that the money allocated for the legal account was spent over 
a short period of time; however, it was agreed the money would be required in order for the new 
administration to conduct proper City business. 

 
It was by majority 12 yes, 1 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-030. 
 
Order no. FY 24-031 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Forgey, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER,   
PURSUANT TO M.G.L. C 150E, § 7, THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN THE CITY OF GREENFIELD AND 
SALARY SCHEDULE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION AND TRANSFER FROM FREE CASH, 
THE TOTAL SUM OF $43,600, TO FUND THE FIRST-YEAR COST ITEMS TO BE 
ALLOCATED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Licensing Dept Wages  01001650 5111  $  2,200 
Planning Dept Wages  01001770 5111  $  1,600 
Building Inspections Wages  01002410 5111  $ 12,500 
Council on Aging Wages  01005410 5111  $  5,100 
Veterans Wages   01005430 5111  $  5,800 
Library Wages   01006100 5111  $  3,600 
Recreation Wages   01006300 5111  $ 12,800 

       $ 43,600 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: Signed MOU between City of Greenfield and SSEA Union 
dated October 18, 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-031. 
 
Order no. FY 24-040 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR 
WEDEGARTNER, TO RESCIND THE BORROWING AUTHORIZATION FOR THE 
GREENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING PROJECT BY THE AMOUNT OF $500,000.  
REVISED AUTHORIZATION WILL BE $18,041,296. 

 



                                                                             

 

23 

 

PURPOSE DATE OF VOTE ART #  AMT AUTH  

New Library 03/20/19 19-050 19,541,296 

 Voted 10/19/22 Reduce -500,000 

 
 
Voted 11/16/2022 Reduce -500,000 

  Reduce -500,000 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) G/L Account Detail Library Foundation Donation Report 
from MUNIS system. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-040. 
 
Order no. FY 24-047 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM THE TABLE 
ORDER NO. FY 24 -017 “TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE PRIOR YEAR INVOICES 
DATE 6/9/23 FOR DOHERTY, WALLACE, PILLSBURY AND MURPHY PC IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $15,038.75 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 LEGAL TOWN[CITY] #01001510.5302.” WHICH WAS 
TABLED AT THE NOVEMBER 15, 2023 CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 

Order No. FY24-017 was now on the floor, as read by Councilor Terounzo: THE CITY COUNCIL, 
MOVED THAT IT BE ORDERED, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE PRIOR YEAR 
INVOICES DATE 6/9/23 FOR DOHERTY, WALLACE, PILLSBURY AND MURPHY PC IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $15,038.75 TO BE PAID FROM FY24 LEGAL TOWN[CITY] #01001510.5302. 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS/EXHIBITS: 1) Invoice from Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury and Murphy PC 
date June 9, 2023, for $50.00; 2) Summary of Legal Costs for FY24. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Desorgher reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation, 1 abstention. As stated previously, the motion was tabled after it was discovered 
there was not enough funds in the account and the Council couldn’t transfer funds until this meeting.  
 
It was by majority, 11, yes, 1 no, 1 abstention,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 24-017. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS - None 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES – None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
NEW BUSINESS: Councilor Desorgher held the following first reading: 

City Council – First Reading- December 20, 2023 

 Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor.  
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 Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access at Greenfield 
High School Track.  

 Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access to Proposed 
Bocce Courts.  

 
Councilor Elmer apologized for a piece in the Recorder regarding his contribution to the Council as being 
more significant than other Councilors due to a comment he had made to the writer of the piece he felt 
disappointed he hadn’t been a better or more effective Councilor. 
 
Councilor Forgey announced this was the end of her career in politics and would not be running for any 
office in the future. She was interested in becoming part of the Community and would continue with 
government service whenever she could. She expressed how she was lucky in her ability to sit in both the 
Executive and Legislative seat; it was a great experience and many rewards, but also great disappointments. 
She wished everyone the best of everything and thanked the voters of Greenfield to serve and work for and 
with them. 
 
Councilor Lapienski stated that it had been a pleasure to serve; as he had signed up for this position when 
no one else was willing to do so. He wanted to clarify that the resolution of no confidence in the Police 
Chief was not authored by Councilor Bullock as the Greenfield Recorder reported, but was authored by 
him. He also addressed the article, also from the Greenfield Recorder, that had come out regarding his 
reasons for not serving his full term; he was leaving to focus on his service to the Jewish Community. He 
wished everyone on the Council the best of luck and his hope was to work together to make the Council a 
better place to do business. 
 
Councilor Ricketts thanked everyone who was leaving their position for their service. She thanked Mayor 
Wedegartner for her years of service and thanked Councilor Desorgher on her run for Mayor and wished 
her the best of luck. She also requested a page of the minutes be dedicated to Robert Wainstein, who was a 
previous Councilor. 
 
Councilor Gilmour said her farewells to the Councilors who were leaving their positions. She wanted to 
thank the Councilors that had helped her grow and learn based on taking in other points of view. She 
thanked Councilor Guin for his contributions when she was serving a President and he was her Vice-
President. 
 
Councilor Bullock thanked the outgoing Councilors, especially Councilors Desorgher and Forgey, for their 
welcoming demeanors and insight on the Council. She thanked Dan Guin for his service and appreciated 
the fact that even though they did not agree on a number of issues, they were able to work together. 
 
President Guin thanked everyone for their service and working together with Councilor Forgey again. He 
talked about his journey through the Legislative branch; how he wanted to work with everyone even if they 
didn’t agree with his thoughts and views, there was still a level of professionalism and respect; and his focus 
on Greenfield. He thanked City Clerk Kathy Scott and Assistant City Clerk Quinn Jaquins for their constant 
help and assistance during City Council meetings. He reminded Councilors to remember the policies and 
procedures, and bottom line, just get it done. Thanked Mayor Wedegartner for her service and looked 
forward to Mayor-Elect Desorgher’s service and hoped to come back and serve Greenfield in another 
capacity. 
 
Councilor Forgey also thanked Wilson Roberts as his role as parliamentarian. He thanked all the Councilors 
for their service and looked forward to working with the new Council and Mayor. 



                                                                             

 

25 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Elmer, it was 
unanimously, 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:00 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 Attest:  

Kathryn J. Scott, CMC, City Clerk 
 

 

 

GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 

Regular Meeting 

December 20, 2023 

  

  

  

V
o

te
  

S
u
m

m
ar

y 

1
 o

f 
2
 

A
tt

en
d

an
ce

 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
2
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
7
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

4
4
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

4
5
 

C
al

l 
Q

u
es

ti
o

n
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
8
A

1
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
8
A

1
 

T
ab

le
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
8
A

2
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

2
7
 

F
y2

4
-0

2
8
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

2
9
 

14. Golub, Katherine Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

15. Guin, Daniel 
President 

Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

16. Desorgher, Virginia Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

17. Bottomley, John Y Y N Y Y Y Abs Y Y Y Y 

18. Bullock, Marianne  Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

19. Gilmour, Sheila Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

20. Lapienski, Jasper Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

21. Wondolowski, Lora 
6:34p 

Y ---- N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

22. Helie, Derek Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

23. Elmer, Philip Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

24. Forgey, Christine 
Vice - President 

Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

25. Ricketts, Penny Y Y N Y Y Y Abs Y Y Y Y 

26. Terounzo, Michael Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

  12 y 
0 n 

2 y 
10 n 
1 abs 

12 y 
1 n 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

 

11 y 
0 n 

2 abs 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

 

 



                                                                             

 

26 

 

 

V
o

te
 

S
u
m

m
ar

y 
 

2
 0

f 
2
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
0
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

3
3
1
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

4
0
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

4
7
 

T
ak

e 
fr

o
m

 

T
ab

le
 

F
Y

2
4
-0

1
7
 

   

27. Golub, Katherine Y Y Y Y Y    

28. Guin, Daniel 
President 

Y Y Y Y Y    

29. Desorgher, Virginia Y Y Y Y Y    

30. Bottomley, John Y Y Y Y Y    

31. Bullock, Marianne  Y Y Y Y Y    

32. Gilmour, Sheila Y Y Y Y Y    

33. Lapienski, Jasper N Y Y Y N    

34. Wondolowski, Lora 
6:34p 

Y Y Y Y Abs    

35. Helie, Derek Y Y Y Y Y    

36. Elmer, Philip Y Y Y Y Y    

37. Forgey, Christine 
Vice - President 

Y Y Y Y Y    

38. Ricketts, Penny Y Y Y Y Y    

39. Terounzo, Michael Y Y Y Y Y    

 12 y 
1 n 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

13 y 
0 n 

11 y 
1 n 
1 abs 

   



                                                                             

 

27 

 

 

 

 Jesus Leyva Public Comment at the December 20, 2023 City Council 



                                                                             

 

28 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                             

 

29 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Robert Wainstein 

November 7, 1950 – November 27, 2023 
 

Among his many accomplishments: 

Received Degree from Western New England College School of Law.  

A practicing attorney for over 35 years, with a primary focus in Elder Law.  

Served as a Town Councilor for Precinct 5 from 2016 to 2017. 

Served as President of the New England Learning Center for Women in 

Transition and the Massachusetts Justice Project, respectfully. 

Served as Board Member for Franklin County Community Health Center and 

Temple Israel, respectfully. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is not length of life, but depth of life.  
                                                                     - Ralph Waldo Emerson, American Philosopher  
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On Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 10:06 AM Lauren Rice <lauric1@gpsk12.org> wrote: 
Good morning Kathy, 
Here are the Schools' topics for the City Council meeting: 

1. Greetings from the New Chair 
2. January 26 Building Tour (schedule attached) 

Lauren 

------------------- 

Lauren Rice 
Executive Secretary to the Superintendent 
Greenfield Public Schools 
195 Federal Street, STE 100, Greenfield, MA 01301  

Phone: 413-772-1326 / Fax: 413-772-1379 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:lauric1@gpsk12.org
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City of   

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

  
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR   

   

Virginia “Ginny” Desorgher 

   Mayor  
  Town Hall   ●   14 Court Square   ●   Greenfield, MA  01301  

  Phone 413-772-1560   ●   Fax 413-772-1519  

   Mayor@greenfield-ma.gov  ●   www.greenfield-ma.gov   

MEMO  
  

TO: Council President John Bottomley, Council Vice-President Sheila Gilmour   

  

FROM: Mayor Desorgher 

  

CC: Tammy Marciel, Clerk to Council; Kathy Scott, City Clerk, City Councilors    

  

DATE: January 12, 2024  

  

RE: Report on Requested Topics    

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Discussion on Budget Timeline  
  

Mayor Desorgher will discuss the budget timeline for the City of Greenfield in comparison to other municipalities.  

Please review the attached document “Town and City Budget Charter Examples” to coincide with this discussion.  

Other Topics Under Mayor’s Remarks  

• Updates on Ongoing Property Issue 

• City Hall Updates 

o Heating  

o Hours 

o Health Director Search  

• DPW Recognition 

• Winter Carnival (February 2 – 4) 

  
  

The Town of Greenfield is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 

Employer,    a designated Green Community and a recipient of the 

“Leading by Example” Award   



                                                                             

 

32 

 

 



                                                                             

 

33 

 

 



                                                                             

 

34 

 

 
 



                                                                             

 

35 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
January 17, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09 
Meeting ID: 966 8160 4216  to receive public input on the following:  
 

 Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor.  

 Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access at Greenfield 
High School Track.  

 Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access to Proposed 
Bocce Courts.  

 
The City Council may consider the same on Wed., January 17, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community 
Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09  Meeting ID: 966 8160 4216. 
Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. - Fri. 
or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
John Bottomley, Greenfield City Council President  

 
 

 

 

City Council – Second Reading- January 17, 2024 
 

 Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor.  

 Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access at Greenfield 
High School Track.  

 Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Disability Access to Proposed 
Bocce Courts.  

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/96681604216?pwd=REVtenJSM0s4NVlYZGsrejlSTkhBdz09
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Order no. FY 24-056 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  
 
Second by Councilor    : 
 

 
The City Council,  
 
Moved that it be ordered, 
 
THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO AUTHORIZE CITY 
ATTORNEY JESSE BELCHER-TIMME TO FILE A RESPONSE TO THE OPEN 
MEETING LAW VIOLATION COMPLAINT RECEIVED BY THE CITY CLERK’S 
OFFICE ON DECEMBER 26, 2023, FROM PATRICK HIGGINS. 
 
Majority vote required 
VOTE: 
Explanation of supporting rationale 
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Order no. FY 24-057 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO ENTER INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR REASON #1: TO DISCUSS THE REPUTATION, 
CHARACTER, PHYSICAL CONDITION OR MENTAL HEALTH, RATHER THAN 
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE, OF AN INDIVIDUAL, OR TO DISCUSS THE 
DISCIPLINE OR DISMISSAL OF, OR COMPLAINTS OR CHARGES BROUGHT 
AGAINST, A PUBLIC OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, STAFF MEMBER OR INDIVIDUAL. 
THE INDIVIDUAL TO BE DISCUSSED IN SUCH EXECUTIVE SESSION SHALL 
BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING BY THE PUBLIC BODY AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR 
TO THE PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT 
NOTIFICATION MAY BE WAIVED UPON WRITTEN AGREEMENT OF THE 
PARTIES; AND REASON #3: TO DISCUSS STRATEGY WITH RESPECT TO 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING OR LITIGATION IF AN OPEN MEETING MAY 
HAVE A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE BARGAINING OR LITIGATING 
POSITION OF THE PUBLIC BODY AND THE CHAIR SO DECLARES.  
 
AND TO REVIEW FOR THE RELEASE OF THE CITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE 
SESSION MINUTES FROM FY2018 THROUGH CY2023 (JULY 1, 2017 THRU 
DECEMBER 31, 2023) 
 
 
 

Roll Call Majority vote required 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 
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Order no. FY 24-026 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 

200, SECTION 200-50 MAJOR DEVELOPMENT REVIEW, SUBSECTION (B) APPLICATION, 

PARAGRAPH (1), TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

 

§ 200-50(B) (1) 

 

(1) All new uses as defined by the Greenfield Zoning Ordinance that generate three two thousand 

(3,000) (2,000) vehicle trips per day or more in the General Commercial District, and/or fifteen 

hundred (1,500) vehicle trips per day in any other district. [Subsection B1 amended by City Council on 

March 20, 2019] 

 

 

AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 

FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE 

BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 

 
 

 
Two/Thirds (2/3) Vote Required (9) 

Vote: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 

 
Reason for the change: The General Commercial thresholds were raised to 3,000 trips per day from 1,000 
four years ago by the City Council. In retrospect, they were set too high – i.e., relaxed too much -- limiting 
the city’s oversight and allowing major developments to proceed without major development review. Two 
thousand trips per day (2,000) is the level used by the state for its Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA) reviews.  
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To:  Dan Guin, City Council President 
 Members of the Greenfield City Council 
 George Touloumtzis, Planning board 
 Eric Twarog, Dept. of Planning and Development  
 
From:  Philip Elmer, City Councilor 
 
Date:  October 5, 2023 
 

Re: Proposed changes in the thresholds requiring major development review under § 200-50(B) (1) of 
the Greenfield Zoning Ordinance 
 
 
Chapter 244 Development review Section 244-2 says (no change since Alan Twarog’s memo of July 5, 
2023) … 
 
The most recent edition of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual 
shall be used to determine if the proposed project meets the vehicle trips per day thresholds requiring 
major development review under § 200-50(B) (1) of the Greenfield Zoning Ordinance. If the ITE trip 
generation rates are not applicable or the use is not included in the manual, the estimated vehicle trips 
per day shall be verified by the Greenfield Department of Public Works. 
 
 
§ 200-50(B) (1) 
 
(1) All new uses as defined by the Greenfield Zoning Ordinance that generate three two thousand 
(3,000) (2,000) vehicle trips per day or more in the General Commercial District, and/or fifteen 
hundred (1,500) vehicle trips per day in any other district. [Subsection B1 amended by City Council on 
March 20, 2019] 
 
Reason for the change: The General Commercial thresholds were raised to 3,000 trips per day from 
1,000 four years ago by the City Council. In retrospect, they were set too high – i.e., relaxed too much -
- limiting the city’s oversight and allowing major developments to proceed without major 
development review. Two thousand trips per day (2,000) is the level used by the state for its 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) reviews.  
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Order no. FY 24-050 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS, WITH ALL TERMS TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 

2026: 

 

Board of Health - Glen Ayers 

Commission on Disability Access - Anthony Stanford and Philip Rowland  

Conservation Commission -  Elizabeth Garofalo 

Franklin County Technical School Committee - Matt Duley and George VanDelinder  

GCET Board of Commissioners - Pamela Goodwin  

Local Cultural Council - Mary Chicoine and Hillary Hoffman 

 
Majority Vote Required. 

 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the appointees but does say 

that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment proposed by the Mayor” 
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City of 

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 

To:   City Council 

From:  Mayor Virginia Desorgher 

Date:   January 2, 2024 

RE:   Appointment to City Boards and Commissions   

I submit the following names for appointments and re-appointments to these City Boards and 

Commissions: 

Board of Health; Glen Ayers; December 31, 2026 

Commission on Disability Access; Anthony Stanford; December 31, 2026 

Commission on Disability Access; Philip Rowland; December 31, 2026 

Conservation Commission; Elizabeth Garofalo; December 31, 2026 

Franklin County Technical School Committee; Matt Duley; December 31, 2026 

Franklin County Technical School Committee; George VanDelinder; December 31, 2026 

GCET Board of Commissioners; Pamela Goodwin; December 31, 2026 

GCET Board of Commissioners; Michael Mastrototaro; December 31, 2026 Per Mayor Desorgher 

Local Cultural Council; Mary Chicoine; December 31, 2026 

Local Cultural Council; Hillary Hoffman; December 31, 2026 

 

 
 

 
 The City of Greenfield is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer, a  

designated Green Community and a recipient of the “Leading by Example” Award  

City Hall 

14 Court Square 

Greenfield, MA  01301 
Phone 413-772-1560   ●   Fax 413-772-1519 

mayor@greenfield-ma.gov  

www.greenfield-ma.gov 

Virginia “Ginny” Desorgher 

Mayor 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
 

From: Hillary Hoffman <hillary.hoffman@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Jan 4, 2024 at 10:06 AM 
Subject: Greenfield Local Cultural Council 
To: Mayor of Greenfield <mayor@greenfield-ma.gov> 

 
 
 
Dear Mayor Desorgher, 
 
Congratulations, and thank you for stepping up to serve our city! 
 
I am writing to express my interest in an available seat on the Greenfield Local Cultural 
Council. I have served on the Crossroads Cultural District Commission, the Open Space 
Recreation Plan committee, the Wayfinding Committee, the Progress Partnership, and the 
Greenfield Business Association, as well as having been an elected member of the Greenfield 
City Council for two terms. 
 
I own and operate Federal Street Books downtown and for the past several years have 
focused upon building our business. We have partnered with Franklin County Pride and the 
Mass Center for the Book, and have supported a number of community organizations, as our 
resources have allowed. 
 
I would be happy to serve the community in this capacity, with your recommendation and the 
Council's vote. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need 
additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hillary Hoffman 
30 Abbott Street 

mailto:hillary.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:mayor@greenfield-ma.gov
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Order no. FY 24-041 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

                                      City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $30,000 from Free Cash to FY24 Legal Labor 

 

Moves that it be Ordered,  
 
To transfer the amount of $30,000 from Free Cash to Legal Labor-Special Litigation 

account line 01001500 5305 to restore necessary current year funding. 

 

Majority Vote Required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation: 

 

 

Current Balance in Legal Labor Attorney Account: $31,757.85 

 

 

 

Attachments:  

1. Free Cash Summary 
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CITY OF GREENFIELD  
   FREE CASH SUMMARY 
   

      FY23 Certified Free Cash  
 

$2,804,628 
 

      Opioid Settlement Funds  $199,993 Required 
 Debt - Paydowns  

 
$277,000 Dec Order 

 Debt - Interest 
 

$189,000 Dec Order 
 Capital Stabilization  $1,500,000 Dec Order 
 Legal  

  
$100,000 Dec Order 

 SSEA Contract $ 
 

$43,600 Dec Order 
 

      Total Free Cash Financial 
Orders $2,309,593 

  

   

Balance after December 
Orders $495,035 

 

      

      Legal- Labor  
 

30,000.00 Jan Order 
 

      Free Cash Balance     $465,035 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                             

 

68 

 

 

 

Order no. FY 24-042 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $600 from the Handicapped Parking Fund to ADA Accessible Track at High School 

 

Move that it be Ordered, that 
 
To appropriate the sum of $600 from Handicapped Parking Fund to be used for ADA 
Disability Access at Greenfield High School Track.  
 
 
Majority Vote Required. 
VOTE: 
Explanation: 
 
Balance in Fund: $7,221.05 (two orders totaling $5,100) 
 
Attachment:  

1. Vote of Community Disability Access (CDA) Committee  
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Order no. FY 24-043 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

                                                                           City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $4,500 from the Handicapped Parking Fund for ADA Access to proposed Bocce Courts 

 

Move that it be Ordered, that 
 
To appropriate the sum of $4,500 from Handicapped Parking Fund to be used for 
ADA disability access to proposed Bocce Courts.  
 
 
Majority Vote Required. 
 
 
Balance in Fund: $7,221.05 (two orders totaling $5,100) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  

1. Vote of Community Disability Access Committee (see order no. FY24-42) 
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Order no. FY 24-051 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 
 

 

The City Council,  

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO APPROVE GREENFIELD 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THROUGH THEIR SCHOOL COMMITTEE, TO ENTER INTO A 
SCHOOL BUS CONTRACT THAT EXCEEDS THREE YEARS, FOR A TOTAL MAXIMUM 
DURATION OF FIVE (5) YEARS INCLUDING RENEWALS, EXTENSIONS, OR 
OPTIONS.    
 
 

 

Majority vote required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation of Supporting Rationale: 

Greenfield School District & FM Kusmeskus Inc Contract for School Transportation Services 
 

Please find below the requested motion for Council 
 

Vote of the City Council (as the local governing body) to approve Greenfield Public Schools, through 
their School Committee, to enter into a school bus contract that exceeds three years, for a total 
maximum duration of five (5) years including renewals, extensions, or options.    
 
The bid docs and contract are attached. 
 
Thank you  
Christine 
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City Council – First Reading- January 17, 2024 
 

 Transfer $18,179.00 from General Fund Bond Premiums to General Fund Principal Paydowns 
Account. 

 Transfer $214,000 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to Water Principal Paydowns 
Account. 

 Transfer $145,155 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to Sewer Principal Paydowns 
Account. 

 Transfer $4,282 from GCET Enterprise Bond Premiums Fund to GCET Debt Service 
Account. 

 Transfer $54,904.18 from City’s Reserve Fund to Police Permanent Salaries Account in 
accordance with the MOUs between the City of Greenfield, Police Chief Robert Haigh and 
Police Deputy Chief William Gordon. 
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Order no. FY 24-058 
 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $18,179 from G/F Bond Premiums 

 

Moves that it be Ordered,  
 
To transfer the amount of $18,179.00 from General Fund Bond Premiums to General 

Fund Principal Paydowns, account# 01007100 59991. 

 

Majority Vote Required (7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:  

2. Bond Premium Balances Workbook 
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Order no. FY 24-052 

 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $214,000 from Bond Premiums to Water Principal Paydown 

 

Moves that it be Ordered,  
 
To transfer the amount of $214,000.00 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums, Fund 

1627, to Water Principal Paydowns, account #61007100 59991. 

 

Majority Vote Required (7) 

VOTE: 

Attachments:  

1. Bond Premium Balance Workbook  
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Order no. FY 24-053 

 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $145,155 from Bond Premiums to Sewer Principal Paydown 

 

Moves that it be Ordered,  
 
To transfer the amount of $145,155.00 from Sewer Enterprise Bond Premiums, Fund 

1627, to Sewer Principal Paydowns, account #60007100 59991. 

 

Majority Vote Required (7) 

VOTE: 

Attachments:  

1. Bond Premium Balance Workbook 
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Order no. FY 24-054 

 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 

An Order to Transfer $4,282 from Bond Premiums to GCET Debt Service 

 

Moves that it be Ordered,  
 
To transfer the amount of $4,282.00 from GCET Enterprise Bond Premiums, Fund 1627, 

to GCET Debt Service, account #65007100 5916 657. 

 

Majority Vote Required (7) 

VOTE: 

Attachments:  

1. Bond Premium Balance Workbook 
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Order no. FY 24-055 

 

City of Greenfield 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

 
Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

The City Council 
 

Upon recommendation of Mayor DeSorgher  
 

An Order to Fund an MOU for Police Chief and Deputy Police Chief 

 

Move that it be Ordered,  
 

That the City Council, in accordance with the signed Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) between the City of Greenfield and Chief Robert Haigh, and the signed 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Greenfield and Deputy 

Chief William Gordon, appropriate the sum of $54,904.18 and transfer said amount from 

the City’s Reserve Fund to Police Permanent Salaries, line item 0100.2100.5111, to fund 

the first-year cost items. 

 
Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Attachments: 

1. Signed MOUs 

2. Incentive Worksheet 

3. Munis Report of Reserve Fund Balance  

 

MOU Financial Summary 

a) FY24 – Education incentive increases for Chief Haigh @ 20% = $33,901.85; For 

Deputy Chief Gordon @ 25% = $35,255.12 

b) FY24 – Physical Training Incentive = $750/each 

 

Balance in Reserve Fund: $75,000  
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