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  Greenfield City Council  
December 21, 2022 

236th Regular Meeting  
6:30 p.m. 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 
 

To join in person: 
John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant Street, Greenfield 

 
To join via Zoom: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09 
 

To join via phone: 
Dial by your location 
 +1 646 931 3860 US 

 +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
 +1 309 205 3325 US 

 +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 +1 386 347 5053 US 
 +1 564 217 2000 US 
 +1 669 444 9171 US 

 +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
 +1 719 359 4580 US 

 +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  

Meeting ID: 933 6334 7411 Passcode: 690690  
Find your local number: https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/adhtAHTP3c 

 
 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-
17. If any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this 
time. In accordance with MGLc 30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a 
public body without permission of the Chair and all persons shall, at the request of the 
chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a public body. If, 
after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair 
may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, 
the chair may authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the 
meeting.” 
 
2. Roll Call of Members  

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/adhtAHTP3c&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1671455514132504&usg=AOvVaw0N-cdYT9p5j1NDSRixwHFZ


2 

 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance (voluntary) 
 
4. Approve the October 19 and November 16, 2022, City Council meeting minutes. (Pg. 4) 

 
5. Communications from Superintendent of Schools and School Committee (10 minutes) 
5a. Questions from the Council for Superintendent of Schools and School Committee 

 
6. Communications from Mayor, City Officers and Employees (10 minutes) 
6a. Questions from the Council for Mayor 

 
7. Communications from other City Employees as needed, by invitation 

 
8. Public Comment 

 
9. Public Hearing(s) and Second Reading(s): (Pg. 50) 

 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone 
System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 
10. Motions, Orders, and Resolutions 

I. Mayor’s Veto on Order No. FY23-045: Appropriate $2,200,000 from Free Cash to 
Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. (Pg. 51) 

II. Rescind Borrowing Authorization for Anaerobic Digestor by $3,585,000. (Pg. 54) 
III. Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone 

System. (Pg. 56) 
IV. Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. (Pg. 66) 
V. Authorization of an increase in Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for FY23 to 5% 

for Retirees. (Pg. 67) 
VI. Acceptance of Easement for Electrical Service at 402-412 Main Street (New 

Greenfield Public Library). (Pg. 70) 
VII. Intention to Consider Laying Out Verde Drive- Phase Two as a Public Way 

submitted by Greenfield KMW LLC. (Pg. 72) 
VIII. Amend Zoning Ordinance 200 7-17: Marijuana Establishments, Marijuana Indoor 

and Outdoor Cultivation. (Pg. 86) 
IX. Zoning Amendment to Rezone French King Highway from General Commercial 

(GC) to Planned Industry (PI). (Pg. 98) 
X. Amend Code of Greenfield Chapter 408 – Vehicles and Traffic. (Pg. 102) 

XI. Amend Code for Greenfield Chapter 381- Stormwater Management. (Pg. 106) 
XII. Amend Code for Greenfield Chapter 400 – Trees. (Pg. 108) 

XIII. Amend Code for Greenfield (New) Chapter 410 – Vendors. (Pg. 111) 
XIV. Amend Code for Greenfield Chapter 213: Animals, Section 3: License Fees, 

Subsection D. (Pg. 128) 
XV. Amend Code of Greenfield Chapter 56: Officers and Employees, Article VII: Stipend 

for School Board Members and Town Councilors (Pg. 131) 
XVI. Acceptance of MGLc 41: Officers and Employees of Cities, Towns and Districts, 

Section 110A: Office hours on Saturday. (Pg. 133) 
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XVII. Mayor’s Appointments Human Rights Commission - Bekki Craig. (Pg. 135) 
XVIII. Mayor’s Appointments Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence - Megan 

Cloutier. (Pg. 139) 
XIX. Mayor’s Appointments Planning & Construction - Carole Collins. (Pg. 140) 
XX. Mayor’s Appointments Public Safety Commission - David Lanoie. (Pg. 141) 

XXI. Mayor’s Appointments Public Safety Commission - David Moscaritolo. (Pg. 155) 
XXII. Mayor’s Re-Appointments Human Rights Commission - Wid Perry. (Pg. 158) 

XXIII. Take from the Table - Resolution for declaration of no confidence for PC Robert 
Haigh and Mayor Roxann Wedegartner. (Pg. 159) 

 
11. Presentation of Petitions and Similar Papers 
 
12. Report of Committees 
 
13. Unfinished Business 
 
14. Old Business 
 
15. New Business   

First Reading (Pg. 160)  

 Transfer $16,865.78 from Reserve Fund 5781 to FY23 Library Building and Grounds 
Maintenance Account 5200. 

  Appropriate $3,585,000 for a Sewer Dewatering System Project. 

 Repurpose $727,287.66 from Authorization for Dredging Leyden Glenn to Water 
Main Projects. 
 

16. Motions for Reconsideration 
 
17. Adjournment 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY BE CALLED 
 

*Please note that the list of topics was comprehensive at the time of posting, however, the 
public body may consider and take action on unforeseen matters not specifically named in 

this notice. Posted in accordance with M.G.L.c 30A § 18-25. 
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 19, 2022 
 
John Zon Community Center/Zoom (Hybrid)  6:30 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Gilmour. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-17. If any other 
persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. If any other persons 
present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. In accordance with MGLc 30A SS 
20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the Chair and all persons 
shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a public 
body. If, after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair may 
order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, the chair may 
authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the meeting.” 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: Roll Call was taken. All Councilors were present. (Councilors Bullock, 
Mayo and Helie appeared via Zoom.)   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Finance Director/City 
Auditor/City Accountant Elizabeth Gilman; Greenfield School Assistant Superintendent Karin Patenaude; 
School Committee Chairperson Amy Proietti; Fire Chief Robert Strahan; Fire Station Building Committee 
Co-Chair David Singer; Parliamentarian Will Roberts;  GCTV-17 staff; Mary Byrne, the Recorder; and 
members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Ricketts, it 
was unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF AUGUST 17, AUGUST 31 AND 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Assistant Superintendent Patenaude 
and Committee Chair Proietti reported the following: 

 Contract negotiations between teachers, educators and the Greenfield schools. 

 Greenfield elementary schools held an ice cream social for students and their families. 

 Other events planned for the school district include Bingo for Books and Math Nights. 

 The school district celebrated Unity Day, which promoted inclusivity and anti-bullying awareness. 

 Parent-Teacher conferences for the middle and elementary schools would begin next week. 

 November 8th was scheduled as a district-wide professional development day and finalizing plans for 
all school staff to engage in professional, high quality development. Schools would be closed on this 
day due to the election. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Balance left from ESSER (Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief) funding and could 
those funds be utilized towards contract stabilization. 

 Decrease in the enrollment of students in Greenfield schools. 

 Were IAs (Instructional Assistants) also included in the contract negotiations. 
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 Efforts to request increased contract stabilization funding from the Mayor to provide competitive 
wages to teachers and other educators. 

 
MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Mayor Wedegartner reported the following: 

 Fire Department received a $70,000 grant to replace outdated and older equipment. 

 Received Green Communities program grant for $100,302 for the City’s continued efforts to 
decrease the use of fossil fuels. The monies would fund the purchase of 2 fully electric vehicles. The 
grant would also cover the costs of upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment plant heating system. 

 Encouraged Councilors to vote in favor of the borrowing of $500,000 towards the construction of 
the new Fire Station. 

 LSP (Licensed Site Professional) Bruce Nicholson, on behalf of the City and 401 Liberty Street LLC, 
in regards to the cleanup of the Lunt property located on Federal Street had completed the steps 
required by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s notice of audit findings, 
as well as the PIP (Performance Improvement Plan), in which draft of the conceptual phase two had 
been provided. Mass DEP would review and comment on the conceptual phase two scope of work. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Future plans to allocate more City funding into the Greenfield schools. 

 Alternative use of the funds originally allocated for the purchase of the two electric vehicles now 
that the City received Grant money for the purchase of said vehicles. 

 Reopening of the Court Square throughway. 

 Status on hiring a new Financial Director. 

 Inadequate allocation request for Contract Stabilization fund during negotiations with the school 
district. 

 Would the Mayor be amenable to holding a public forum once a month to answer questions from 
constituents regarding issues within the Mayor’s purview.  

 Scheduling more meetings with the schools in regards to setting their budget. 

 Provide more transparency with the school’s budget including the funding they receive from the 
State and other resources. 

 
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: Fire Chief Stahan and Fire Station 
Construction Committee Co-Chair Singer reported the following: 

 Urged Councilors to support the borrowing of $500,000 towards the construction of the new fire 
station. 

 Provided rationale for borrowing the funds versus “pay as you go” funding. 
Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Assurance from the Mayor the funds originally allocated for the construction of the library would be 
utilized for the schools, specifically the teachers. 

 
President Gilmour called for a 5 minute recess at 8:28 pm. 
President Gilmour resumed the meeting at 8:33 pm. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Carisa Clifford, Mohawk Trail, spoke to property rights protections and the relation to non-
governmental organizations’ master plan and opposed any changes made to the Zoning Ordinance 
200-7.1. 

 Jon Magee, Green Street, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit. He supported a public forum with the Mayor and believed Police 
Chief Haigh should resign. 
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 Judy Bennett, Conway Street, spoke to her support to provide Greenfield teachers with competitive 
and livable wages and the difficulties students would face if the school district experienced frequent 
turn around or lack of teachers and other educational staffing. 

 Luke Martin, Haywood Street, spoke to his support for competitive and livable wages for teachers 
and the loss of competent teachers from Greenfield schools. 

 Susan Wargaftik, Forest Avenue, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit. She also spoke in opposition for the appropriation to the 
Compensated Absences fund appropriation and the current status of available housing in 
Greenfield, as well as Franklin County. 

 Molly Merrett, Solar Way, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit. She spoke in opposition for the appropriation to the Compensated 
Absences fund appropriation. 

 Rebecca Seyfried, Maple Street, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit as well as the appropriation to the Compensated Absences fund. She 
spoke in support of providing competitive and living wages to Greenfield teachers. 

 Pamela Goodwin, High Street, encouraged residents to get involved with the Human Rights 
Commission, either as a member or attend their meetings. She spoke to her experience as a PIP 
member involved in the Lunt property cleanup. She spoke to her experience with teaching in 
Greenfield and the importance of paying and housing teachers if Greenfield wanted to retain good 
teachers and other educators. 

 Edward Jarvis, Plantation Circle, spoke to his support for the borrowing appropriation for the 
construction of the fire station. 

 Jesus Leyva, High Street, spoke to advocating for more State funding for schools. He encouraged 
residents to vote in support of question one on next month’s ballot that would require individuals to 
make a significant amount of money to pay a significant amounts of taxes. 

 Gary Seldon, Traver Court, spoke to the ad hoc committee on 7-7 and 7-8 recommendations to be 
consistent with the vote taken on the November 2021 ballot. 

 Greta Schultz, Elm Street, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit. She was supportive of a public forum with the Mayor to have any 
questions answered within the Mayor’s purview. 

 Rachel Gordon, Precinct 2, urged Councilors to vote in opposition to the Mayor’s proposed 
appropriation for a police audit and echoed most of the speakers concerns with the Compensated 
Absences fund and contract negotiations with Greenfield teachers. 

 Mirai Bajani, Peabody Lane, echoed previous speakers concerns regarding the appropriation for the 
police audit, public forums with the Mayor and paying teachers. 

 Eileen Stahl, no address given, echoed previous speakers concerns regarding the appropriation for 
the police audit, public forum with the Mayor, compensated absences fund appropriation and 
providing teachers with a competitive wages. 

 Glen Ayers, Davis Street, reported that yesterday the Lunt Neighborhood Action Group submitted 
an application for a technical assistance grant to DEP in the amount of $20,000 to aid in hiring an 
independent LSP to address the contamination on the Lunt site. 

 Kendra Savati, Beech Street, echoed previous speakers concerns regarding the appropriation for the 
police audit and public forums with the Mayor. 

 Garth Brody, Avenue A, Turners Falls, spoke to Greenfield school’s ability to provide wages for 
teachers and concerns with the City’s Budget. 

 Dave Madeloni, Dickinson Street, Northampton, spoke to his experience with being an educator in 
the Greenfield schools and the importance of retaining competent teachers and educators. 
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 Julie Erickson, Chestnut Plain Road, Whately, spoke to her experience with being an educator in the 
Greenfield schools and the ongoing negotiations of the teacher’s contracts including providing 
competitive and living wages, especially for IAs. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Forgey read the public hearing: 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
October 19, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/99920857910?pwd=M0Vwd3FrWFBGRXdjZkNocklZemVXZz09 
Meeting ID: 999 2085 7910, to receive public input on the following:  

 

 Repurpose $3,585,000 from Anaerobic Digestor Authorization to a Sludge Dewatering Project.  

 Approve Baker’s Office Supply invoice payment of $113.80 from FY23 Assessors Department Budget.  
 
The City Council may consider the same on Wed., October 19, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community 
Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom Remote Access: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/99920857910?pwd=M0Vwd3FrWFBGRXdjZkNocklZemVXZz09 Meeting ID: 999 2085 
7910. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Mon. - 
Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  

 
President Gilmour opened the public hearing at 9:34pm and asked if anyone from the public wished 
to speak. Seeing none, President Gilmour closed the public hearing at 9:34 pm. 
 
Councilor Forgey read the second reading: 

 
City Council – Second Reading- October 19, 2022 

 Repurpose $3,585,000 from Anaerobic Digestor Authorization to a Sludge Dewatering Project.  

 Approve Baker’s Office Supply invoice payment of $113.80 from FY23 Assessors Department Budget.  
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 23-032 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL APPROVES THE 
FORMATION OF THE “GREENFIELD CHARTER, CHAPTERS 7-7 AND 7-8, REVIEW 
COMMITTEE,” AN AD-HOC COMMITTEE OF THE APPOINTMENTS AND ORDINANCES 
COMMITTEE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING AND PROVIDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS, IF ANY, OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD’S CHARTER CHAPTERS 7-7: 
CITIZEN INITIATIVE MEASURES AND 7-8: CITIZEN REFERENDUM PROCEDURES. 
 
THE SEVEN (7) MEMBER COMMITTEE WILL CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPOINTMENTS, WITH TERMS TO EXPIRE ONCE A FINAL REPORT IS SUBMITTED TO THE 
APPOINTMENTS AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE:  
 
2 Members of the City Council – Katherine Golub and Derek Helie 
2 Members assigned by the Mayor – Danielle Letourneau and Ashley Stempel-Rae 
2 Members of the Public – Isaac Mass and Albert Norman 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/99920857910?pwd=M0Vwd3FrWFBGRXdjZkNocklZemVXZz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/99920857910?pwd=M0Vwd3FrWFBGRXdjZkNocklZemVXZz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/99920857910?pwd=M0Vwd3FrWFBGRXdjZkNocklZemVXZz09
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Committee Chair and Moderator – David Singer 
 
DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was by majority, 1 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-032. 
 
Order no. FY 20-036 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD CHAPTER 
394 – TAG SALES, AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH ATTACHED HERETO.  
 
§ 394-3, DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRATION”  
§ 394-3, DELETE “UNTIL A PERMIT FOR THE SAME HAS BEEN ISSUED BY”, REPLACE WITH 
“UNTIL REGISTERING WITH”; DELETE “BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS”, REPLACE 
WITH “CITY OF GREENFIELD”; DELETE “BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS OR ITS 
DESIGNEE”, REPLACE WITH “CITY OF GREENFIELD”; DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH 
“REGISTRATION”; DELETE “PERMITTEE”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRANT”; DELETE 
“APPLY FOR A PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTER A TAG SALE”; ADD “VIA EMAIL” AND 
ADD “THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS PERMIT” 
§ 394-4, DELETE “PERSON”, REPLACE WITH “HOUSEHOLD”, ADD “OR THREE 
CONSECUTIVE DAYS IF IT IS A RECOGNIZED HOLIDAY WEEKEND”. 
§ 394-6, DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRATION”. 
§ 394-8, DELETE “HIM”, REPLACE WITH “CHIEF OF POLICE”. 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE CODE, CHAPTER 394 WITH THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL 
CHANGES: 

 CHANGE “TOWN” TO “CITY” 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE INDEX OF THE CODE, AND FURTHER THAT NO 
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN 
ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 

https://www.ecode360.com/30791887#30791893
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DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments and Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation to include one proposed amendment. He explained that the majority 
of these amendments were to bring the code up to compliance with MGLs or procedures that had been 
followed but were not in writing. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED TO AMEND 394.3 “THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS PERMIT” 
TO REPLACE “PERMIT” WITH “APPLICATION”. 
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Order no. FY23-036, as amended, was on the floor: AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
GREENFIELD CHAPTER 394 – TAG SALES, AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH 
ATTACHED HERETO.  
 
§ 394-3, DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRATION”  
§ 394-3, DELETE “UNTIL A PERMIT FOR THE SAME HAS BEEN ISSUED BY”, REPLACE WITH 
“UNTIL REGISTERING WITH”; DELETE “BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS”, REPLACE 
WITH “CITY OF GREENFIELD”; DELETE “BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS OR ITS 
DESIGNEE”, REPLACE WITH “CITY OF GREENFIELD”; DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH 
“REGISTRATION”; DELETE “PERMITTEE”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRANT”; DELETE 
“APPLY FOR A PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTER A TAG SALE”; ADD “VIA EMAIL” AND 
ADD “THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS PERMIT APPLICATION”. 
§ 394-4, DELETE “PERSON”, REPLACE WITH “HOUSEHOLD”, ADD “OR THREE 
CONSECUTIVE DAYS IF IT IS A RECOGNIZED HOLIDAY WEEKEND”. 
§ 394-6, DELETE “PERMIT”, REPLACE WITH “REGISTRATION”. 
§ 394-8, DELETE “HIM”, REPLACE WITH “CHIEF OF POLICE”. 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE CODE, CHAPTER 394 WITH THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL 
CHANGES: 

 CHANGE “TOWN” TO “CITY” 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE INDEX OF THE CODE, AND FURTHER THAT NO 
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN 
ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-036, AS AMENDED. 
 
Order no. FY 23-037 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD CHAPTER 
209 - ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH ATTACHED 
HERETO. 

§ 209-6. REMOVAL OF PATRONS: REMOVE “PERSONS”, REPLACE WITH “PATRONS”; 
REMOVE “EXCEPT THE BARTENDER AND/OR OTHER PERSON(S) DULY EMPLOYED BY 
THE BUSINESS SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CLEANING AND CLOSING THE 
BUSINESS.”, REPLACE WITH “ANY LIQUOR LICENSEE OR THEIR MANAGER SHALL NOT 
BE PROHIBITED FROM BEING ON THE LICENSED PREMISES AT ANY TIME; PROVIDED, 
FURTHER, THAT THE EMPLOYEES, CONTRACTORS OR SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL NOT BE 
PROHIBITED FROM BEING UPON SUCH PREMISES AT ANY TIME FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CLEANING, MAKING RENOVATIONS, MAKING EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO OR PROVIDING 
SECURITY FOR, SUCH PREMISES OR PREPARING FOOD FOR THE DAY'S BUSINESS OR 
OPENING OR CLOSING THE BUSINESS IN AN ORDERLY MANNER. “ 

§ 209-10 – DELETE “THREE”, REPLACE WITH “SIX”; DELETE ENTIRE TEXT, REPLACE WITH 
“THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS MAY, AFTER HEARING OR REASONABLE 
OPPORTUNITY THEREFOR, CANCEL ANY LICENSE ISSUED FOR THE SALE OR SERVICE 

https://www.ecode360.com/30791887#30791893
https://www.ecode360.com/print/GR1899?guid=30791210&children=true#30791218
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OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ISSUED UNDER M.G.L. C.138 IF THE LICENSEE CEASES TO 
CONDUCT THE LICENSED BUSINESS FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS OR MORE.” 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE CODE, CHAPTER 209 WITH THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL 
CHANGES: 

 CHANGE “TOWN” TO “CITY” 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE INDEX OF THE CODE, AND FURTHER THAT NO 
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN 
ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF GREENFIELD.  
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MGL chapter 138 
Section 12. (paragraph 6) The hours during which sales of such alcoholic beverages may be made by any 
licensee as aforesaid shall be fixed by the local licensing authorities either generally or specially for each 
licensee; provided, however, that no such sale shall be made on any secular day between the hours of two 
and eight o'clock antemeridian and that, except as provided in section thirty-three, no such licensee shall be 
barred from making such sales on any such day after eleven o'clock antemeridian and before eleven o'clock 
postmeridian, and no tavern shall be kept open on any such day between one o'clock antemeridian and eight 
o'clock antemeridian; provided, further, that any such licensee or his manager shall not be prohibited from 
being on the licensed premises at any time; provided, further, that the employees, contractors or 
subcontractors shall not be prohibited from being upon such premises at any time for the purpose of 
cleaning, making renovations, making emergency repairs to or providing security for, such premises or 
preparing food for the day's business or opening or closing the business in an orderly manner. The licensing 
authority shall not decrease the hours during which sales of such alcohol beverages may be made by a 
licensee until after a public hearing concerning the public need for such decrease; provided, however, that a 
licensee affected by any such change shall be given 2 weeks notice of the public hearing. 
 
Section 77. The licensing authorities may, after hearing or reasonable opportunity therefor, cancel any 
license issued under this chapter if the licensee ceases to conduct the licensed business. If the local licensing 
authorities determine that a license should be cancelled as aforesaid the licensee may appeal to the 
commission as if such authorities had refused to grant the license upon an original application therefor, and 
the decision of the commission upon such appeal shall be final. 

DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-037. 
 
Order no. FY 23-038 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD CHAPTER 
337 – PEDDLING AND SOLICITING, AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH ATTACHED 
HERETO.  
 
§ 337-1 DEFINITIONS. DELETE C IN ITS ENTIRETY.  
§ 337-3 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE. SECTION C, DELETE “A FELONY” AND REPLACE 
WITH “A SEXUAL CRIME WHERE THEY MUST REGISTER AS A SEX OFFENDER, A VIOLENT 
FELONY, OR A FELONY INVOLVING FINANCIAL CRIME SUCH AS EMBEZZLEMENT, 
FRAUD, IDENTITY THEFT, OR SIMILAR,” ; SECTION E, INSERT “REVIEW THE 
BACKGROUND OF THE APPLICANT, USING SECTION C AS A GUIDE. IF THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT APPROVES THE APPLICATION THEY SHALL THEN FORWARD THE 
APPLICATION TO THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS FOR THEIR REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL. THE POLICE DEPARTMENT SHALL”. 
§ 337-4 REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE; EXPIRATION DATE. A: DELETE “BOARD OF 
LICENSE COMMISSIONERS, REPLACE WITH “POLICE DEPARTMENT” IN TWO INSTANCES.  
§ 337-8 FEES. ADD “POLICE DEPARTMENT” IN TWO INSTANCES, AND DELETE “EXCEPT 
THAT THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS SHALL WAIVE SAID FEE FOR ANY 
CHARITABLE, RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL, POLITICAL ACTION, OR NONPROFIT GROUP, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO. VETERANS’ GROUPS, HOSPITALS, THE UNITED WAY, 
YMCA, AND THE AMERICAN RED CROSS”, AND DELETE “UNLESS SUCH FEE IS WAIVED 
BY THE BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS AS PROVIDED ABOVE”.  

https://www.ecode360.com/30791645#30791646
https://www.ecode360.com/30791645#30791654
https://www.ecode360.com/30791645#30791671
https://www.ecode360.com/30791645#30791684
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§ 337- 10 BADGE PERMITS TO BE DISPLACED, DELETE “THE ACTUAL COST OF SUCH 
BADGE SIZE PERMIT(S) SHALL BE IN ADDITION TO THE COST OF THE LICENSE FEE”.  
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE CODE, CHAPTER 337 WITH THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL 
CHANGES: 

 CHANGE “TOWN” TO “CITY” 

 CHANGE “TOWN OF GREENFIELD” TO “CITY OF GREENFIELD” 
 
AND FURTHER AMEND THE INDEX OF THE CODE, AND FURTHER THAT NO 
SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN 
ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
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DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-038. 
 
Order no. FY 23-044 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD CHAPTER 408: VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC AS 
ATTACHED HERETO: 
 
 AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF CONTENTS OF THE 
CODE AND FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 
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ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 

 

Chapter 408.  Vehicles and Traffic 
Global Changes 
Change “Town” to “City” 

§ 408-4.  Metered spaces. 
A. The maximum parking time in all metered spaces is two or four hours, depending on the  

 location. “Feeding” the meter past two hours the maximum time is not allowed. 

B. Meters accept nickels, dimes and quarters.  Rates are annually set by the Mayor and kept  on file 

in the Mayor’s office. 

C. Only United States currency may be used in parking meters; other currency will not 

 register.  

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

 Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

  excluded. 

§ 408-5.  Parking lots.    

A. Locations.  Kiosks are used in Town City parking lots with the exception of the Pleasant Street

 Lot, which is permit parking only.  Maximum parking limits are as follows.  Rates for  each 

lot are annually set by the Mayor. 

         Maximum Time 

Lot               (hours) 

Ames Street Lot       4 

Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot     10 

Fire Station Lot       4 

Fiske Avenue Lot       2 

Hope Street Lot       10 

Legion Lot        4 

Miles Street Lot       4 

Olive Street Lot       4 

Pleasant Street Lot       10 No time limit 

Town Hall (rear) Lot       4 

B. The kiosks will accept nickels, dimes, quarters, debit cards and major credit cards.  Only  United 

States currency can be used; other currency will not register. 

C. No parking is allowed between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. from December 1st to 

  

April 1st. Year round overnight parking is only allowed in designated areas. 

§ 408-6.  Parking permits.  

A. Parking permits may be purchased as set forth below for use in all Town-owned parking  lots, 

except the Fiske Avenue lot. 

B. Long-term parking permits are available on a quarterly and annual basis for companies  located 

in the Greenfield downtown area as well as individuals who work in the   downtown area. 

C. Permit parking is not allowed in the Fiske Avenue lot or in any metered spaces.   Permitted 

parking is available in all other lots regardless of the hourly parking limits in  those lots. A list of 

the lots is as follows: 

 Ames Street Lot 

 Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot 

 Fire Station Lot 
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 Hope Street Lot 

 Legion Lot 

 Miles Street Lot 

Olive Street Lot 

Pleasant Street Lot 

Town Hall (rear) Lot 

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

 Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

  excluded. 

E. Permits can be purchased at the Greenfield Collector’s Office at Town Hall, 14 Court 

 Square, Greenfield, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Applicants  should 

bring their vehicle registration or a copy of the registration into the Collector’s  Office when applying 

for the permit.  The annual rates are set annually by the Mayor. 

F. Payment must be made with cash or check.  Debit and credit cards are not accepted.  

 Payment can be made with cash, check, debit card or major credit card.  If  permits are  being 

purchased in bulk, the purchaser must provide the name and plate number(s) of  individuals for whom 

they are purchasing permits.  The bulk purchaser shall provide the  Collector with one check payment 

for the purchase and the name and contact information  of the person representing the bulk 

purchaser. 

G. Permits may be purchased individually for a minimum of three months at a rate per   month.  

The rate is set annually by the Mayor. 

H. Annual permits will run from January through December. 

I. Refunds will be issued for full months only and only upon surrendering of the permit. 

J. The permit holder is responsible for the permit. Lost permits will be replaced at a cost of 

 $5.  

K. Permits are not transferable.  If individuals typically drive different vehicles to work, they 

 need to provide all vehicle plate numbers to the Collector’s office at the time of  

 application.  

L. Permits must be hung from the rear-view mirror.  The hang-tag must be removed prior to  driving 

the vehicle.  If the tag is not removed, the driver may be ticketed for having an  obstructed 

windshield. 

M. Year-round overnight parking is only allowed in designated spaces in the C and D Lot  and 

Hope Street Lot. 

N. Violation of these guidelines will result in the standard parking ticket for the first offense.  

 Revocation of the permit may also be a consequence. 

O. Monthly permits are available for the parking garage. Please see the City website.   
 
DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation with further proposed amendments. He noted that the information 
attached to the order was incorrect from what was voted on at A & O.  
 
Without objection, this issue would be moved to the November City Council meeting. 
 
Order no. FY 23-055 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR: 

 
Crossroads Cultural District Committee - Charlotte Treiber, Term to Expire Upon Project Completion 

 

Planning Board (alternate) - Charles Kinney, Term to Expire December 31, 2025 
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DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported the Appointments & Ordinances Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-055. 
 
Order no. FY 23-029 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, 
APPROVES REPURPOSING IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,585,000 OF A PREVIOUSLY 
AUTHORIZED ANAEROBIC DIGESTER TO A SLUDGE DEWATERING PROJECT. 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-029. 
 
Order no. FY 23-030 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF PRIOR YEAR INVOICES FOR 
BAKER’S OFFICE SUPPLY IN THE AMOUNT OF $113.80 TO BE PAID FROM THE FY23 
ASSESSORS DEPARTMENT BUDGET. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  
 
It was by roll call, 13 yes, 0 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-030. 
 
Order no. FY 23-054 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, ACCEPT THE CITY’S QUARTERLY GRANT LIST INCLUDING 
CURRENT AND PENDING GRANTS TO THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a majority positive 
recommendation, 3 yes, 2 abstained. Other comments included: 

 Some Councilors had requested a quarterly report on the number of grants the City had applied for 
and their current status. 

 Clarification as to what the Council would be accepting in this report. 

 Confusion as to reason the Council had to vote on a report they requested from the Mayor. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Mayo, no second, it was, 
FAILED FOR LACK OF A SECOND: TO TABLE ORDER NO. FY23-054. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Forgey, it was, 
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MOVED: TO AMEND THE LANGUAGE BY STRIKING THE WORD “ACCEPT” AND 
REPLACING WITH “ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT AND APPRECIATION OF” THE CITY’S 
QUARTERLY GRANT LIST.  
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was, 
MOVED: TO ADD THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE AFTER THE CITY OF GREENFIELD 
“AND THAT ALL FUTURE REPORTS BY SENT TO COUNCIL.” 
 
Councilors withdrew their motions and seconds to amend this order. 
 
President Gilmour called for a recess at 10:04 pm. 
President Gilmour resumed the meeting at 10:11 pm. 
 
Mayor Wedegartner provided a short rationale for the submission of the proposed order. After 
determination that a vote to accept the report was not necessary from the Council, the Mayor withdrew the 
order. 
 
Order no. FY 23-042 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE 
ZONING MAP FOR 41 OAK HILL ROAD, PORTION OF 75 OAK HILL ROAD AND PARCEL 
R20-10T FROM GENERAL INDUSTRY (GI) TO RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RC). (MAP ATTACHED) 
AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 
FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 
ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
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DISCUSSION: Councilor Elmer reported the Economic Development Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation as well as the Planning Board. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-042. 
 
Order no. FY 23-065 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Terounzo, second by Councilor Elmer, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL HEREBY APPROVES 
THE ATTACHED STATE GENERAL ELECTION WARRANT FOR NOVEMBER 8, 2022, AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZES THE  CITY  COUNCIL PRESIDENT TO SIGN SAID WARRANT ON 
BEHALF OF THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

 

WARRANT FOR 2022 STATE ELECTION – NOVEMBER 8, 2022 

 

SS. FRANKLIN  

To either of the Constables of the Town of Greenfield 

 

GREETINGS: 

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of said 

town who are qualified to vote in Primaries to vote at:  GREENFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 

GYMNASIUM, BARR AVENUE, PRECINCTS – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9. 

 

On TUESDAY, THE EIGHTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2022, from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the 

following purpose: 

 

To cast their votes in the State Election for the candidates for the following offices: 

 

GOVERNOR and LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR  FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 

ATTORNEY GENERAL     FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 

SECRETARY OF STATE     FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 

TREASURER       FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 

AUDITOR       FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS           SECOND DISTRICT 

COUNCILLOR       ……EIGHTH DISTRICT 

SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT-HAMPSHIRE, FRANKLIN & WORCESTER DISTRICT 

REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT…FIRST & SECOND FRANKLIN DISTRICT 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY          NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 

SHERIFF        …………FRANKLIN COUNTY 

COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE …FRANKLIN COUNTY 

 

QUESTION 1: PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

 

Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the constitution summarized below, which was 

approved by the General Court in joint sessions of the two houses on June 12, 2019 (yeas 147 – nays 

48); and again on June 9, 2021 (yea 159 – nays 41)? 
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SUMMARY 

 

This proposed constitutional amendment would establish an additional 4% state income tax on that 

portion of annual taxable income in excess of $1 million. This income level would be adjusted annually, 

by the same method used for federal income-tax brackets, to reflect increases in the cost of living. 

Revenues from this tax would be used, subject to appropriation by the state Legislature, for public 

education, public colleges and universities; and for the repair and maintenance of roads, bridges, and 

public transportation. The proposed amendment would apply to tax years beginning on or after January 

1, 2023. 

 

A YES VOTE would amend the state Constitution to impose an additional 4% tax on that portion of 

incomes over one million dollars to be used, subject to appropriation by the state Legislature, on 

education and transportation. 

 

A NO VOTE would make no change in the state Constitution relative to income tax. 

 

QUESTION 2: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 

 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of 

Representatives on or before May 3, 2022? 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This proposed law would direct the Commissioner of the Massachusetts Division of Insurance to 

approve or disapprove the rates of dental benefit plans and would require that a dental insurance carrier 

meet an annual aggregate medical loss ratio for its covered dental benefit plans of 83 percent. The 

medical loss ratio would measure the amount of premium dollars a dental insurance carrier spends on its 

members' dental expenses and quality improvements, as opposed to administrative expenses. If a 

carrier's annual aggregate medical loss ratio is less than 83 percent, the carrier would be required to 

refund the excess premiums to its covered individuals and groups. The proposed law would allow the 

Commissioner to waive or adjust the refunds only if it is determined that issuing refunds would result in 

financial impairment for the carrier. 

 

The proposed law would apply to dental benefit plans regardless of whether they are issued directly by a 

carrier, through the connector, or through an intermediary. The proposed law would not apply to dental 

benefit plans issued, delivered, or renewed to a self-insured group or where the carrier is acting as a 

third-party administrator. 

 

The proposed law would require the carriers offering dental benefit plans to submit information about 

their current and projected medical loss ratio, administrative expenses, and other financial information to 

the Commissioner. Each carrier would be required to submit an annual comprehensive financial 

statement to the Division of Insurance, itemized by market group size and line of business. A carrier that 

also provides administrative services to one or more self-insured groups would also be required to file an 

appendix to their annual financial statement with information about its self-insured business. The 

proposed law would impose a late penalty on a carrier that does not file its annual report on or before 

April 1. 

 

The Division would be required to make the submitted data public, to issue an annual summary to 

certain legislative committees, and to exchange the data with the Health Policy Commission. The 

Commissioner would be required to adopt standards requiring the registration of persons or entities not 
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otherwise licensed or registered by the Commissioner and criteria for the standardized reporting and 

uniform allocation methodologies among carriers. 

 

The proposed law would allow the Commissioner to approve dental benefit policies for the purpose of 

being offered to individuals or groups. The Commissioner would be required to adopt regulations to 

determine eligibility criteria.  

 

The proposed law would require carriers to file group product base rates and any changes to group rating 

factors that are to be effective on January 1 of each year on or before July 1 of the preceding year. The 

Commissioner would be required to disapprove any proposed changes to base rates that are excessive, 

inadequate, or unreasonable in relation to the benefits charged. The Commissioner would also be 

required to disapprove any change to group rating factors that is discriminatory or not actuarially sound. 

 

The proposed law sets forth criteria that, if met, would require the Commissioner to presumptively 

disapprove a carrier's rate, including if the aggregate medical loss ratio for all dental benefit plans 

offered by a carrier is less than 83 percent. 

 

The proposed law would establish procedures to be followed if a proposed rate is presumptively 

disapproved or if the Commissioner disapproves a rate. 

 

The proposed law would require the Division to hold a hearing if a carrier reports a risk-based capital 

ratio on a combined entity basis that exceeds 700 percent in its annual report. 

 

The proposed law would require the Commissioner to promulgate regulations consistent with its 

provisions by October 1, 2023. The proposed law would apply to all dental benefit plans issued, made 

effective, delivered, or renewed on or after January 1, 2024. 

 

A YES VOTE would regulate dental insurance rates, including by requiring companies to spend at least 

83% of premiums on member dental expenses and quality improvements instead of administrative 

expenses, and by making other changes to dental insurance regulations. 

 

A NO VOTE would make no change in the law relative to the regulations that apply to dental insurance 

companies. 

 

QUESTION 3: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 

 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of 

Representatives on or before May 3, 2022? 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This proposed law would increase the statewide limits on the combined number of licenses for the sale 

of alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption (including licenses for “all alcoholic beverages” 

and for “wines and malt beverages”) that any one retailer could own or control: from 9 to 12 licenses in 

2023; to 15 licenses in 2027; and to 18 licenses in 2031. 

 

Beginning in 2023, the proposed law would set a maximum number of “all alcoholic beverages” licenses 

that any one retailer could own or control at 7 licenses unless a retailer currently holds more than 7 such 

licenses.  
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The proposed law would require retailers to conduct the sale of alcoholic beverages for off-premises 

consumption through face-to-face transactions and would prohibit automated or self-checkout sales of 

alcoholic beverages by such retailers. 

 

The proposed law would alter the calculation of the fine that the Alcoholic Beverages Control 

Commission may accept in lieu of suspending any license issued under the State Liquor Control Act. 

The proposed law would modify the formula for calculating such fee from being based on the gross 

profits on the sale of alcoholic beverages to being based on the gross profits on all retail sales. 

 

The proposed law would also add out-of-state motor vehicle licenses to the list of the forms of 

identification that any holder of a license issued under the State Liquor Control Act, or their agent or 

employee, may choose to reasonably rely on for proof of a person's identity and age. 

 

A YES VOTE would increase the number of licenses a retailer could have for the sale of alcoholic 

beverages to be consumed off premises, limit the number of “all-alcoholic beverages” licenses that a 

retailer could acquire, restrict use of self-checkout, and require retailers to accept customers’ out-of-state 

identification. 

 

A NO VOTE would make no change in the laws governing the retail sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 

QUESTION 4: REFERENDUM ON AN EXISTING LAW 
 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, which was approved by the House of Representatives and 

the Senate on May 26, 2022? 

 

SUMMARY 
 

This law allows Massachusetts residents who cannot provide proof of lawful presence in the United 

States to obtain a standard driver's license or learner's permit if they meet all the other qualifications for 

a standard license or learner's permit, including a road test and insurance, and provide proof of their 

identity, date of birth, and residency. The law provides that, when processing an application for such a 

license or learner's permit or motor vehicle registration, the registrar of motor vehicles may not ask 

about or create a record of the citizenship or immigration status of the applicant, except as otherwise 

required by law. This law does not allow people who cannot provide proof of lawful presence in the 

United States to obtain a REAL ID. 

 

To prove identity and date of birth, the law requires an applicant to present at least two documents, one 

from each of the following categories: (1) a valid unexpired foreign passport or a valid unexpired 

Consular Identification document; and (2) a valid unexpired driver's license from any United States state 

or territory, an original or certified copy of a birth certificate, a valid unexpired foreign national 

identification card, a valid unexpired foreign driver's license, or a marriage certificate or divorce decree 

issued by any state or territory of the United States. One of the documents presented by an applicant 

must include a photograph and one must include a date of birth. Any documents not in English must be 

accompanied by a certified translation. The registrar may review any documents issued by another 

country to determine whether they may be used as proof of identity or date of birth. 

 

The law requires that applicants for a driver's license or learner's permit shall attest, under the pains and 

penalties of perjury, that their license has not been suspended or revoked in any other state, country, or 

jurisdiction. 

 



28 

 

The law specifies that information provided by or relating to any applicant or license-holder will not be 

a public record and shall not be disclosed, except as required by federal law or as authorized by Attorney 

General regulations, and except for purposes of motor vehicle insurance. 

 

The law directs the registrar of motor vehicles to make regulations regarding the documents required of 

United States citizens and others who provide proof of lawful presence with their license application.  

 

The law also requires the registrar and the Secretary of the Commonwealth to establish procedures and 

regulations to ensure that an applicant for a standard driver's license or learner's permit who does not 

provide proof of lawful presence will not be automatically registered to vote.  

 

The law takes effect on July 1, 2023. 

 

A YES VOTE would keep in place the law, which would allow Massachusetts residents who cannot 

provide proof of lawful presence in the United States to obtain a driver’s license or permit if they meet 

the other requirements for doing so. 

 

A NO VOTE would repeal this law. 

 

PUBLIC POLICY QUESTION – NON BINDING QUESTION 

 

FIRST FRANKLIN DISTRICTS 

 

QUESTION 5: THIS QUESTION IS NOT BINDING  

 

Shall the representative from this district be instructed to introduce and vote for legislation that puts a 

fee on the carbon content of fossil fuels to compensate for their environmental damage and returns most 

of the proceeds in equitable ways to individuals as a cash-back dividend? 

 

YES  

 

 

NO  

 

 

PUBLIC POLICY QUESTION – NON BINDING QUESTIONS 

 

SECOND FRANKLIN DISTRICTS 

 

QUESTION 5: THIS QUESTION IS NOT BINDING  

 

Shall the representative for this district be instructed to vote for legislation to create a single payer 

system of universal health care that provides all Massachusetts residents with comprehensive health care 

coverage including the freedom to choose doctors and other health care professionals, facilities, and 

services, and eliminates the role of insurance companies in health care by creating an insurance trust 

fund that is publicly administered? 

YES  

 

 

NO  
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QUESTION 6: THIS IS NOT BINDING  

 

Shall the representative for this district be instructed to vote in favor of changes to the applicable House 

of Representative rules to make each Legislator’s vote in that body’s Legislative committees publicly 

available on the Legislature’s website? 

YES  

 

 

NO  

 

Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon at the time and place of said 

voting. 

 

Given under our hands this 19
th

 day of October, 2022. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

City Council President Sheila Gilmour 

As authorized by a vote of the Greenfield City Council 

 

By Constable posting: 

 

_______________________    _______________________________ 

Constable      Date of posting. 

 

 

Warrant must be posted by November 1, 2022 (at least seven days prior to the November 8, 2022 State 

Election). 
 
President Gilmour signed the warrant. 
 
Order no. FY 23-059 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Forgey, it was by majority, 2 no, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM 
THE TABLE ORDER NO. FY 22-155 “$175,000 $100,000 BE APPROPRIATED FROM FUND 8400 
GENERAL STABILIZATION TO FUND AN INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT / AUDIT OF THE 
CITY OF GREENFIELD'S POLICE DEPARTMENT’S STRUCTURE, POLICIES AND PRACTICES.  
AREAS TO BE COVERED INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED, THE FOLLOWING: 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE; OPERATING POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES; DEPARTMENT CULTURE; HIRING AND PROMOTIONAL PRACTICES; 
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY; BUDGETING AND PLANNING” 
WHICH WAS TABLED AT THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 
Order No. FY22-155 was now on the floor: “$175,000 $100,000 BE APPROPRIATED FROM FUND 
8400 GENERAL STABILIZATION TO FUND AN INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT / AUDIT OF 
THE CITY OF GREENFIELD'S POLICE DEPARTMENT’S STRUCTURE, POLICIES AND 
PRACTICES.  AREAS TO BE COVERED INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED, THE 
FOLLOWING: ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE; OPERATING 
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES; DEPARTMENT CULTURE; HIRING AND PROMOTIONAL 
PRACTICES; PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY; BUDGETING AND 

PLANNING. 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilors agree that an audit may not be beneficial at this time and the amount requested 
was deemed too high an expense. 

 
It was by roll call, 0 yes, 13 no, 
DEFEATED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 22-155. 
 
Order no. FY 23-061 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM 
THE TABLE ORDER NO. FY 23-027 “VOTE TO RESCIND THE FOLLOWING BORROWING 
AUTHORIZATION BY $500,000.  REVISED AUTHORIZATION $19,041,296” WHICH WAS 
TABLED AT THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 
Order No. FY23-027 was now on the floor: UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, VOTE 
TO RESCIND THE FOLLOWING BORROWING AUTHORIZATION BY $500,000.  REVISED 
AUTHORIZATION $19,041,296 
 

PURPOSE DATE OF VOTE ART #  AMT AUTH  

New Library 03/20/19 19-050 19,541,296 

  Reduce -500,000 

   
             Revised Authorization:  19,041,296 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation at their October 18, 2022 meeting. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-027. 
 
Order no. FY 23-062 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Terounzo, second by Councilor Guin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM 
THE TABLE ORDER NO. FY 23-028 “AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF $500,000 BE APPROPRIATED 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE STATION, AND TO MEET SAID 
APPROPRIATION THE TREASURER, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY 
AUTHORIZED TO BORROW SAID SUM OF $500,000, PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 44 OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND THE MAYOR IS 
HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR, CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY 
FEDERAL AND/OR STATE GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT TO BE USED TO 
REDUCE THE WITHIN APPROPRIATION, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO 
TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THIS 
PROJECT; AND FURTHER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L. C. 44, §20, THE PREMIUM 
RECEIVED BY THE CITY UPON THE SALE OF ANY BONDS OR NOTES HEREUNDER, LESS 
ANY SUCH PREMIUM APPLIED TO THE PAYMENT OF THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH 
BONDS OR NOTES, MAY BE APPLIED TO PAY PROJECT COSTS AND THE AMOUNT 
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AUTHORIZED TO BE BORROWED FOR THE PROJECT SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE 
AMOUNT OF ANY SUCH PREMIUM SO APPLIED.” WHICH WAS TABLED AT THE 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 
Order No. FY23-028 was now on the floor: AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF $500,000 BE 
APPROPRIATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE STATION, AND TO MEET SAID 
APPROPRIATION THE TREASURER, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY 
AUTHORIZED TO BORROW SAID SUM OF $500,000, PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 44 OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND THE MAYOR IS 
HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR, CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY 
FEDERAL AND/OR STATE GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT TO BE USED TO 
REDUCE THE WITHIN APPROPRIATION, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO 
TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THIS 
PROJECT; AND FURTHER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L. C. 44, §20, THE PREMIUM 
RECEIVED BY THE CITY UPON THE SALE OF ANY BONDS OR NOTES HEREUNDER, LESS 
ANY SUCH PREMIUM APPLIED TO THE PAYMENT OF THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH 
BONDS OR NOTES, MAY BE APPLIED TO PAY PROJECT COSTS AND THE AMOUNT 
AUTHORIZED TO BE BORROWED FOR THE PROJECT SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE 
AMOUNT OF ANY SUCH PREMIUM SO APPLIED. 
 
DISCUSSION: It was noted the specific wording used in the proposed order came from the Bond Council 
due to the fact that it would need to go against the debt; however, it was unlikely the change in language 
would affect the order. Other comments included: 

 It was noted the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a majority positive recommendation with 3 
yes and 2 no at their October 18, 2022, meeting. 

 Further clarification to the effect on the City if the funds were borrowed. 

 Necessity to fund the construction of a new Fire Station. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Golub, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO REPLACE THE WORD “MAY” WITH “SHALL”.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-028, AS AMENDED: AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF 
$500,000 BE APPROPRIATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE STATION, AND TO 
MEET SAID APPROPRIATION THE TREASURER, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS 
HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO BORROW SAID SUM OF $500,000, PURSUANT TO 
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 44 OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, 
AND THE MAYOR IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR, CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT 
AND EXPEND ANY FEDERAL AND/OR STATE GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT 
TO BE USED TO REDUCE THE WITHIN APPROPRIATION, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS 
AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND 
PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT; AND FURTHER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L. C. 44, §20, THE 
PREMIUM RECEIVED BY THE CITY UPON THE SALE OF ANY BONDS OR NOTES 
HEREUNDER, LESS ANY SUCH PREMIUM APPLIED TO THE PAYMENT OF THE COSTS OF 
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS OR NOTES, MAY SHALL BE APPLIED TO PAY PROJECT COSTS 
AND THE AMOUNT AUTHORIZED TO BE BORROWED FOR THE PROJECT SHALL BE 
REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT OF ANY SUCH PREMIUM SO APPLIED. 
 
Order no. FY 23-064 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Mayo, it was by roll call, 10 yes, 2 
no, 
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VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM 
THE TABLE ORDER NO. FY 23 -013 “TO AMEND THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF 
PROCEDURE §565-8, RULE 8, ORDER AND DISPOSITION OF BUSINESS, SECTION A: 
AGENDA, SUBSECTION (1) TO ADD TEN (10) MINUTES TIME FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH THE MAYOR AND SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE.” 
WHICH WAS TABLED AT THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 
Order No. FY23-013 was now on the floor: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO 
AMEND THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE §565-8, RULE 8, ORDER AND 
DISPOSITION OF BUSINESS, SECTION A: AGENDA, SUBSECTION (1) TO ADD TEN (10) 
MINUTES TIME FOR COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE MAYOR AND SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Golub, it was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO RETAIN THE WORD “FROM” AND NOT REPLACE AS “WITH”. 
 
DISCUSSION: A time limit listed for the Communications may deter speakers from reporting important 
information to the Councilors as well as the public. Other comments included: 

 Time limits would be unenforceable. 

 The intent of listing a time limit would provide the speakers the ability to remain on topics and 
present a more organized report. 

 
It was by roll call, 8 yes, 4 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-013, AS AMENDED: 

§ 565-8.  Rule 8, Order and Disposition of Business. 
A. AGENDA 

(1) At every regular meeting of the City Council the order of business shall be as follows: 

(1)              Call To Order 

(2)              Roll Call Of Members 

(3)              Pledge Of Allegiance (Voluntary) 

(4)              Approval Of Minutes From Previous Meeting 

(5)              Communications From Superintendent Of Schools And School Committee (10 minutes) 

(5a)              Questions From The Council For Superintendent Of Schools And School Committee 

(6)              Communications From Mayor, City Officers And Employees (10 minutes) 

(6a)             Questions From The Council For Mayor 

(7)              Communications From Other City Employees As Needed, By Invitation 

(8)              Public Comment 

(9)              Public Hearings  

(10)             Motions, Orders, And Resolutions 

(11)             Presentation Of Petitions Or Similar Papers 

(12)             Reports Of Committees 

(13)            Unfinished Business 

(14)            Old Business 

(15)            New Business 

(16)            Motions For Reconsideration 

(17)            Adjournment  

 

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Mayo, it was by majority, 1 yes, 
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DEFEATED: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM THE TABLE “MOVED 
THAT IT BE RESOLVED: THE CITY COUNCIL FINDS FULL AND APPROPRIATE REASON TO 
DECLARE THAT POLICE CHIEF ROBERT HAIGH HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE 
CITIZENS OF GREENFIELD; AND FINDS FURTHER REASON TO DECLARE THAT MAYOR 
ROXANNE WEDEGARTNER, DUE TO HER PUBLIC SUPPORT OF CHIEF HAIGH, HAS 
SIMILARLY LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE CITIZENS OF GREENFIELD. THE CITY 
COUNCIL THEREFORE CALLS ON THE MAYOR TO RECTIFY THIS CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 
EITHER BY FIRING CHIEF HAIGH IMMEDIATELY OR BY RESIGNING FROM OFFICE.” 
WHICH WAS TABLED AT THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS None. 

 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES – None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: Clerk Scott noted that early voting would be starting this week and to check the City’s 
website for dates and times. Due to an issue with the first set of ballots received by the Clerk’s office, a 
second set of ballots had to be delivered to the Clerk’s office. The bulk of mail-in ballots had been mailed to 
the voters this week. 

 Councilor Forgey noted that the Capital Improvement Committee will begin meeting on Friday, 
October 21, 9:30 am, via Zoom to discuss the Capital Budget request items for FY2024. 

 
Councilor Forgey held the following first reading: 

City Council – First Reading- October 19, 2022 

 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures Contracted 
Services. 

  
Councilor Elmer read the following notice of zoning amendments: 

Notice of Zoning Amendment proposals – October 19, 2022 
 
The following zoning amendment proposals have been submitted to the Greenfield City Council for 
consideration: 
 

 Zoning Amendment to Rezone French King Highway from General Commercial (GC) to Planned 
Industry (PI). 
 

MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Guin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 11:32 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 
 

Attest:  
Kathryn J. Scott, City Clerk 

 

 

GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 16, 2022 
 
John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid  6:30 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Gilmour. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-17. If any other 

persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time. In accordance with 
MGLc 30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the 
Chair and all persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the 
proceedings of a meeting of a public body. If, after clear warning from the chair, a person continues 
to disrupt the proceedings, the chair may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the 
person does not withdraw, the chair may authorize a constable or other officer to remove the 
person from the meeting.” 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: Roll Call was taken. All members were present. (Councilor Mayo appeared 
via Zoom). 
 
It was noted that there were technical difficulties with the audio on the virtual application. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Finance Director/City 
Auditor/City Accountant Elizabeth Gilman; Chief of Staff Danielle Letourneau; Greenfield School 
Superintendent Dr. Christine DeBarge; Vice School Committee Chairperson Jean Wall; Chief Assessor 
Randall Austin; Board of Assessors Joseph Ruggeri and James Geisman; DPW Director Marlo Warner; 
GCTV-17 staff; Mary Byrne, the Recorder; and members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: Dr. DeBarge and Vice Chair Wall 
reported the following: 

 Received a donation of $304.00 from seven members of the Greenfield High School class of 1954 
towards the Greenfield Elementary School Literary Program. 

 Would receive a donation of 400 dictionaries from the Greenfield Elks club to be used by every 3rd 
grader attending the schools. 

 Middle School physical education teacher and softball coach John Hickey was recognized as the 
MIAA (Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association) coach of the year. 

 Steps were taken to prepare and submit a Safe Routes to School Grant to aid in sidewalk repair and 
safety. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Status on contract negotiation settlements with teachers and assistants. 

 Status on the reserves of ESSER (Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief) funds and 
their use towards funding teacher negotiated salaries.  

 
MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Mayor Wedegartner reported the following: 

 City broke ground on the new Fire Station on Monday. 
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 The Wilson’s department store building was sold to Mass Development and TCB (Community 
Builders) and was expected to construct mixed income housing as well as an extension to the 
Greenfield co-op. 

 Diana Schindler would begin her employment with the City as the new Finance Director to replace 
Liz Gilman. 

 Thanked members of the City Hall staff, notably the new assistant City Clerk Quinn Jacquins and 
the new Clerk’s administrative assistant Kat Chilik, for their handling of the State Elections on 
November 8th while the Clerk was recovering from an illness at home. 

 Capital Budget Meetings would begin on Friday, December 2, with Department Heads presenting 
their requests to the Capital Improvement Committee. 

 Mayor’s office prepared a program entitled “Dialogues Across Differences: A Community 
Conversation” which would comprise of 3 meetings pertaining to difficult conversations around 
some issues the City had been facing including race, gender, etc. This would be facilitated by 2 
professionals in the field, Tanisha Arena and JAC Patrissi on Zoom from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, on 
November 28, December 5 and December 19, 2022. 

 RFP (Request for Proposal) for the 1st National Bank building will go out on November 30, 2022. 

 Addressed the orders submitted by the Mayor’s office regarding the transfer from Free Cash to 
various stabilization and other accounts. 

Councilors asked the following questions: 

 Reason for the additional request for $500,000 towards the construction of the new Fire Station if 
the City had previously received a grant from the USDA for almost $1 million dollars. 

 Guarantee from the new owners of Wilson’s department store building that mixed income housing 
would be installed in there. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Bottomley, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL WAIVE THE 
RULES OF PROCEDURE, 8 ORDER AND DISPOSITION OF BUSINESS. 
 
DISCUSSION: Suggestion was made to allow the public to speak first in order to have the tax rate 
presentation and related public hearing consecutively. However, it was noted that the Assessors could be 
inconvenienced if they had to stay later and wait until after the public comment section. 
 
It was by roll call, 7 yes, 5 no,  
VOTED: TO WAIVE THE RULES OF PROCEDURE. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Ryan Whitney, Chapman Street, spoke to an incident in which Board of Assessors member Joseph 
Ruggeri failed to obtain a building permit for renovation to his property and asked how many other 
instances of building without applying for a permit had occurred. 

 Paki Wieland, High Street, spoke in favor of the Council and Mayor’s support to the passing of HR 
3053 regarding home equity distribution. 

 Kate Pousont Scarborough, Montague City Road, spoke in favor of the Council and Mayor’s 
support to the passing of HR3053 regarding home equity distribution. 

 Jon Magee, Green Street, spoke to the Greenfield Police Department’s repeated violation of the 
Federal Labor Law on behalf of BayState Franklin Hospital against nurses and their unions. 

 Sean Thomas, Maple Street, inquired if the Council could establish a Committee to review homes 
that were about to IRA down south 10 days prior to ensure due process and fair representation for 
homeowners. 



37 

 

 Joan Marie Jackson and Mitchell Speight, Chestnut Hill, spoke to their experience with their 
property in tax title and supporting the resolution to urge the State to pass HR 3053 regarding home 
equity distribution. 

 Tom Tolg, Walnut Street, spoke to the discontinuation of “Home Equity Theft” by the City. 

 Susan Worgaftik, Forest Avenue, thanked the administration on their work with the Wilson’s 
building being turned into mixed income housing. Hoped to see the same affordable housing project 
at the Hope Street parking lot once the new Fire Station was built. 

 Tara Cloutier, Colrain Road, spoke to urge the Council cut the [capital] stabilization fund and move 
$800,000 to the contract stabilization fund for teacher’s contracts. 

 Jean Wall, Country Side Road, spoke to her disappointment with the Ways & Means Committee’s 
response to the failure of Board of Assessors member Joseph Ruggeri to obtain a building permit 
for the renovation of his commercial property and the importance of applying for a building permit. 
She noted that this was not the first offence against Mr. Ruggeri and believed he should resign his 
position from the Board of Assessors. 

 Rose Skriloff, Linden Avenue, spoke to the pay provided to the Greenfield public school’s 
Instructional Assistants and compared to their pay with higher paying positions in and around the 
City of Greenfield. 

 Pamela Goodwin, High Street, spoke to the lack of bathroom facilities and the promise of a 
“Portland Loo” installed in downtown Greenfield. She spoke to her work with the State on the 
prevention of the high number of evictions. 

 
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: Chief Assessor Austin and Board of 
Assessors Ruggeri and Geisman reported the following: 

 Provided a presentation of the tax rate classification report as was presented at the Ways & Means 
Committee meeting the previous night. 

 Rationale against a split tax rate. 

 Explanation not to adopt a small commercial exemption. 

 Explanation not to adopt a residential exemption. 
Councilors asked the following questions: 

 RO (Residential) percentage of total and CIP (Commercial Industrial) percentage of total. 

 Single tax rate recommended due to the volume of residential property compared to commercial. 

 Elaboration of the significant increase in personal property and new growth. 
 
Councilor Ricketts left the rail at 8:06 pm. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: President Gilmour opened the public hearings at 8:09 pm. 

Councilor Forgey read the public hearings: 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
November 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09  
Meeting ID 983 8673 5754 to receive public input on the following:  

 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
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 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures 
Contracted Services. 

The City Council may consider the same on Wed., November 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09 Meeting ID 983 8673 
5754. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. - 
Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  

PUBLIC HEARING 
The Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 6:30 pm, at 
John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and via Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09 Meeting ID 983 8673 
5754 to adopt a residential factor in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 58, Section 1A, which shall be used by the Board of Assessors to determine the percentages of the 
local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal property. 
The Assessors shall provide all information and data relevant to making such determination and the fiscal 
effect of the available alternatives. 
The hearing is required under Section 56 of Chapter 40, Massachusetts General Laws. 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  
 
The following members of the public spoke: 

 Stephanie Duclos, Chapman Street, spoke to the increased amount requested for the Absences 
Fund. She also inquired as to specifically at what loss the City had on one industrial parcel and seven 
personal property parcels. 

 
President Gilmour asked if anyone else would wish to speak at the public hearings. Seeing none, she closed 
the public hearings at 8:15 pm. 
 
Councilor Forgey read the second reading: 

City Council – SecondReading- November 16, 2022 

 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures 
Contracted Services. 

 
President Gilmour called for a recess at 8:17 pm. 
President Gilmour resumed meeting at 8:30 pm. 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
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MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 23-049 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Guin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, THE SUM OF $600,000 BE APPROPRIATED FROM FREE CASH TO 
REDUCE THE FY 2023 TAX RATE. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. Rationale was provided for the amount requested in order to reduce the tax rate. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-049. 
 
Order no. FY 23-075A 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT A MINIMUM RESIDENTIAL 
FACTOR OF 1(ONE), RESULTING IN AN EQUAL TAX RATE FOR ALL CLASSES OF 
PROPERTY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-075A. 
 
Order no. FY 23-075B 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Elmer, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL VOTES THAT NO RESIDENTIAL 
EXEMPTION BE ADOPTED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-075B. 
 
Order no. FY 23-075C 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL VOTES THAT NO SMALL 
COMMERCIAL EXEMPTION BE ADOPTED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-075C. 
 
All Councilors present signed off on the tax rate classification. 
 
Order no. FY 23-045 
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $2,500,000 FROM FREE CASH TO THE 
CAPITAL STABILIZATION FUND 8402. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. Councilor Desorgher read a prepared statement which expressed opposition to the 
amount requested for this appropriation and believed some of the funding could go to other accounts. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Desorgher, second by Councilor Bottomley, it was, 
MOVED: TO AMEND THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATION BY $300,000; THEREBY 
REDUCING THE AMOUNT FROM $2,500,000 TO $2,200,000. 
 
DISCUSSION: Rationale was provided as to the specific reduction of $300,000. Other comments 
included: 

 It was noted that as a Council they could not direct the Mayor to place the funds into another 
suggested account. 

 Suggestion was made to have joint meetings with the School Committee to have a better handle on 
how the School Committee was handling their funding from other resources and still need to ask the 
City for additional funds. 

 It was noted that while it was correct the Council could not tell the Mayor which funds to place the 
monies in, the Council still had the authority to vote down any request the Mayor submitted if there 
was rationale to do so. 

 Clarification on certain allocations for the schools and when they must be spent. 

 Allocating monies for the schools maybe a premature venture until it became clearer as to how 
much money the schools received and will be receiving for FY2024. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, second by Councilor Mayo, it was by majority, 2 yes, 9 
no, 
DEFEATED: TO CALL THE QUESTION. 
 
Motion to amend Order No. FY23-045 was still on the floor. 
 
DISCUSSION: Continued discussion in regards to urging the Mayor to allocate more funding into contract 
stabilization for teacher contracts and more information on how the schools were handling monies in their 
budget.  
 
It was by roll call, 11 yes, 0 no,  
VOTED: TO AMEND ORDER NO. FY 23-045. 
 
Order No. FY 23-045 as amended, was now on the floor: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY 
COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROPRIATE THE 
SUM OF $2,500,000 $2,200,000 FROM FREE CASH TO THE CAPITAL STABILIZATION FUND 
8402. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-045, AS AMENDED. 
 
Order no. FY 23-046 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Desorgher, it was, 
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MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $200,000 FROM FREE CASH TO THE 
COMPENSATED ABSENCES FUND 8450. 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a majority 
recommendation, 3 yes, 2 no. Rationale provided for the significant increase to the request for funds as 
compared to previous years. Further information was given as to the need of the funds for individual 
departments. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-046. 
 
Councilor Mayo left the rail at 9:35 pm. 
Councilor Lapienski left the rail at 9:37 pm. 
Councilor Lapienski returned to the rail at 9:39 pm. 
 
Order no. FY 23-047 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Guin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $200,000 FROM FREE CASH TO THE 
CONTRACT STABILIZATION FUND 8403. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-047. 
 
Order no. FY 23-048 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Elmer, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $100,000 FROM FREE CASH TO THE 
GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND 8400. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. It was noted this order was moot due to the fact that it would have been a designated 
amount to pay for a police audit which was defeated by the Council.  
 
It was unanimously,  
DEFEATED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-048. 
 
Order no. FY 23-050 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Guin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAW, 
THE SUM OF $107,300 BE TRANSFERRED FROM FREE CASH TO THE FY23 GENERAL FUND 
VEHICLE FUEL ACCOUNTS AS FOLLOWS: 

01002100.5482    POLICE NO LEAD GAS   $12,300 
01002200.5482     FIRE FUEL     $24,000 
01004290.5482    DPW SERVICE GAS   $20,000 
01004290.5483    DPW SERVICE DIESEL   $  5,000 
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01004330.5482    DPW SOLID WASTE GAS   $ 1,000 
01004330.5482    DPW SOLID WASTE DIESEL   $40,000 
01001920.5482    CENTRAL MAINT GAS   $  5,000 

TOTAL:           $107,300  
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lapienski, no second, it was, 
FAILED FOR LACK OF SECOND: TO AMEND THE ORDER BY DECREASING THE 
AMOUNT BY $12,300; REDUCING THE AMOUNT FROM $107,300 TO $95,000. 
 
Order No. FY23-050, as originally read, was still on the floor. 
   
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-050. 
 
Order no. FY 23-051 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Guin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAW, 
THE SUM OF $8,500 BE APPROPRIATED FROM SEWER RETAINED EARNINGS TO THE 
FOLLOWING FY23 SEWER FUEL ACCOUNTS FY23: 

60004290.5482    SEWER GAS $2,500 
60004290.5483   SEWER DIESEL $6,000 
TOTAL:     $8,500     

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-051. 
 
Order no. FY 23-052 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Terounzo, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAW, 
THE SUM OF $10,000 BE APPROPRIATED FROM WATER RETAINED EARNINGS TO THE 
FOLLOWING FY23 WATER VEHICLE FUEL ACCOUNTS: 

61004290.5482     WATER GAS $5,000 
61004290.5483    WATER DIESEL $5,000 
TOTAL:             $10,000    

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-052. 
 
Order no. FY 23-053 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Desorgher, it was, 



43 

 

MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, 
THE SUM OF $14,387 BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE FY22 01001320.5781 RESERVE FUND TO 
FY23 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES CONTRACTED SERVICES ACCOUNT 01002440.5200 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-053. 
 
President Gilmour called for a 5 minute recess at 10:09 pm. 
President Gilmour resumed meeting at 10:18 pm. 
 
Order no. FY 23-073 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Forgey, second by Councilor Desorgher, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, VOTE TO RESCIND THE FOLLOWING BORROWING 
AUTHORIZATION BY $500,000.  REVISED AUTHORIZATION $18,541,296 
 

PURPOSE DATE OF VOTE ART #  AMT AUTH  

NEW LIBRARY 03/20/19 19-050 19,541,296 

 VOTED 10/19/22 REDUCE -500,000 

 PENDING REDUCE -500,000 

       REVISED AUTHORIZATION:  18,541,296 

 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Forgey reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-073. 
 
Order no. FY 23-066 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Golub, second by Councilor Lapienski, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL APPROVES THE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION TITLED “A RESOLUTION TO URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL COURT TO PASS H. 3053, AN ACT RELATIVE TO TAX DEEDS, AS FILED IN THE 
192ND SESSION. 

Greenfield City Council/Home Equity/Tax Title Taking Reform 

Resolution & Background 

Resolution:  

Order no. FY 23-____  

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor _______, second by Councilor_______, it was VOTED:  

That the Greenfield City Council resolves to urge the Massachusetts General Court to Pass H. 3053, An Act 

Relative to Tax Deeds, as filed in the 192nd Session. 
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The Act amends Section 53 of Chapter 60 so that upon issuance of an order on the taking of title and an 

order of public sale of a foreclosed property, the land court shall also order a public sale of the foreclosed 

property and order distribution of proceeds consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 183 §. 21, §. 

24-27 inclusive, treating the tax title holder like a mortgagee with the first priority interest in proceeds from 

the property, and treating the delinquent debtor as a mortgagor. 

Background: 

This is recommendation 10 presented by Mitch Speight, Joan Marie Jackson, and Al Norman, who ask that 

the Mayor and Council ask Greenfield’s state legislative delegation to pass H. 3053 abolishing home equity 

collection beyond debt.   

Definitions: 
Mortgagee= the bank or lender. In this context the city—the tax title holder—would be treated as the 
mortgagee. 
  
Mortgagor= the borrower, in this case, the homeowner. 
 
Text of H. 3053: 
Bill H. 3053: An Act relative to tax deeds. 
 
(Emphasis added in boldface to bring attention to the language in the resolution.) 
 
SECTION 1. Section 53 of Chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by striking the first paragraph in its entirety and replacing it with the following new 
paragraph: 
 
“If a tax on land is not paid 14 days after demand therefore and remains unpaid, the collector shall request a 
hearing in the land court seeking authorization to exercise the power of taking.  
 
The collector must give 14 days notice of his intention to exercise such power of taking and of the hearing 
in the land court, which notice shall be served in the manner required by law for the service of subpoenas 
on witnesses in civil cases and shall be published and shall conform to the requirements of section 40.  
 
He shall also, 14 days prior to the hearing, post a notice so conforming at the property proposed for taking, 
in a newspaper of general circulation and in two or more convenient and public places where the property is 
located and the last known address of the owner.  
 
At the hearing, the court shall make inquiry into the nature of the debt owed and whether there is sufficient 
evidence to demonstrate that the city or town has not received payment from the debtor.  
 
The court shall also make inquiry and findings relative to the sufficiency of notice provided by the collector. 
The land court may authorize the taking only after issuing its findings in writing.  
 
Upon issuance of an order on the taking, the land court shall also order a public sale of the 
foreclosed property and order distribution of proceeds consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. 183 
§. 21, §. 24-27 inclusive, treating the tax title holder like a mortgagee with the first priority interest 
in proceeds from the property, and treating the delinquent debtor as a mortgagor.” 
 
SECTION 2. Section 53 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “forty” in line 7, the following new words: 
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“and must include a clear statement in bold print that ‘Failure to act will result in losing ownership of your 
property.’” 
 
SECTION 3. Section 53 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “thereto” in line 18, the following new sentence: 
 
“Upon fulfillment of the tax debt through the collection of rents or other income from the land, the tax 
collector shall file a document reflecting that the property was redeemed through the collection or rents or 
other income from the land, and shall withdraw possession of the property.” 
 
SECTION 4. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “foreclosure” in the title of the subsection, the new words: “and 
sale” 
 
SECTION 5. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by striking the following words in line 2 “be absolute after” and replacing them with the 
following new words: 
 
“convey a right to collect rents from the property until the debt is paid or to obtain payment, with first 
priority over all other liens from the proceeds of a judicial sale, upon” 
 
SECTION 6. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting the following new paragraph: 
 
“If deemed appropriate and just by the land court, it may order seizure of rents or other income from the 
property if doing so would fully satisfy property tax liens and applicable interest and costs. Upon issuance 
of a judgment foreclosing the right of redemption, the land court shall also order a public sale of 
the foreclosed property and order distribution of proceeds consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. 
183 §. 21, §. 24-27 inclusive, treating the tax title holder like a mortgagee with the first priority 
interest in proceeds from the property, and treating the delinquent debtor as a mortgagor.” 
 
SECTION 7. Section 66 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “shall” in line 12, the new words: 
 
“include language expressing the amount necessary to redeem the property and the consequences of failing 
to pay,” 
 
SECTION 8. Section 66 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by striking all words after the word “fixed” in line 17 and replacing them with the new 
following words: 
 
“that failure to act will result in losing ownership of your property and a public sale of your property. If 
applicable, this could also result in eviction.” 
 
SECTION 9. Section 69A of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official Edition, is 
hereby amended by inserting after the word “date” in line 7, the new sentence: 
 
“Except in the interest of justice, no petition to vacate a decree of foreclosure entered under section sixty-
nine and no proceeding at law or in equity for reversing or modifying such a decree shall be commenced 
after the date of the judicial sale and distribution of proceeds required under section sixty-four.” 
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Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 183. Section 27. 

(This text describes how proceeds of the sale would be handled.) 

Chapter 183, Section 27: Disposition of proceeds of foreclosure sale; itemized accounting provided to 
mortgagor. 

Section 27. The holder of a mortgage [bank] of real estate, or his representatives, out of the money arising 
from a sale under the power of sale shall be entitled to retain all sums then secured by the mortgage, 
whether then or thereafter payable, including all costs, charges or expenses incurred or sustained by him or 
them by reason of any default in the performance or observance of the condition of the mortgage or of any 
prior mortgage, rendering the surplus, if any, to the mortgagor [homeowner] or his heirs, successors or 
assigns, unless otherwise stated in the mortgage. No person other than the holder of the mortgage shall be 
bound to see to the application of the money arising from such sale. 

The holder of a mortgage of real estate [bank], or the holder's representatives, shall provide to the 
mortgagor [homeowner] or the mortgagor's heirs, successors or assigns a written notice containing an 
itemized accounting of the disposition of the proceeds arising from a sale under the power of sale including, 
but not limited to, the sale price, legal fees, auctioneer fees, publication costs and other fees, and any surplus 
due to the mortgagor, within 60 days after the receipt of such funds provided, that if such sale is subject to 
further legal proceedings, such accounting shall be stayed until the conclusion of such proceedings. 

Vice President Guin requested, without objection, to forward the following Orders to the December 
agenda: FY23-044; FY23-069; FY23-070 and FY23-071. He explained that due to issues in the Clerk’s office 
the Appointments & Ordinances Committee meeting was cancelled for November. Therefore, these orders 
could not be addressed before forwarding them to the full Council. 

Order no. FY 23-072 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Elmer, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS AND RE-
APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR AS FOLLOWS: 
Appointments: 

 Commission on Disability Access - Lynne Kelley (moving from full member to alternate), Term 
Expires December 31, 2025 

 Human Rights Commission - Grady VerPlanck, Term Expires December 31, 2024 

 Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence - Katie Rosewarne (representative of Franklin 
County District Attorney’s Office designated by the FC district attorney, two-year term, per charter), 
Term Expires December 31, 2024 

Reappointments: 

 Board of License Commissioners - Alan Ball, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Cemetery Commission - Jeffrey Hampton, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Conservation Commission - Christin McDonough and Erika LaForme, Term Expires December 31, 
2025 

 Constables - Peter Clark and Joseph LaChance, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Council on Aging - Randie Handleman, Janice Colbert and Margot Peck, Term Expires December 
31, 2025 

 Franklin County Tech School Committee - Paul Doran, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Historical Commission - Robert Moorhead, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence - Ilana Gerjuoy, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Parking & Traffic Commission Sebastian Gutwein and Jean Wall, Term Expires December 31, 2025 
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 Planning & Construction  - Nancy Hazard, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Public Library Board of Trustees - Doris Cowdrey and Samantha Wood, Term Expires December 
31, 2025 

 Recreation Commission - Heather Valenta (Alternate) and  Barb Zaccheo, Term Expires December 
31, 2025 

 Retirement Board - Marianne Fiske, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee - Hannah Rechtschaffen and Jonah Keane, 
Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 
DISCUSSION: Vice President Guin reported that since the A & O Committee didn’t meet for November 
there was no recommendation to forward; however, he noted that he received no inquires from any 
Councilors regarding these appointments and re-appointments.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 23-072. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS None. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES None 
 
TREASURER REPORT None  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: Councilor Forgey held the following first reading: 
City Council – First Reading- November 16, 2022 

 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 

MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 

ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Guin, second by Councilor Forgey, it was unanimously 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:30 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 
 

Attest:  
Kathryn J. Scott, City Clerk 
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GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 

Regular Meeting 

November 16, 2022 
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14. Golub, Katherine Y Y Y    

15. Guin, Daniel Y N Y    

16. Desorgher, Virginia Y Y Y    

17. Bottomley, John Y Y Y    

18. Bullock, Marianne  Y Y Y    

19. Gilmour, Sheila Y ---- ----    

20. Lapienski, Jasper Y Y Y    

21. Mayo, Douglas  Y Y Y    

22. Helie, Derek Y N Y    

23. Elmer, Philip Y Y Y    

24. Forgey, Christine Y N Y    

25. Ricketts, Penny Y N ----    

26. Terounzo, Michael Y N Y    

  7 y  
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Statement as read by Councilor Desorgher at the November 16, 2022 City Council meeting: 

 

Something about last nights ways and means meeting didn’t set right with me. 

We have $4 million in free cash, the largest figure we’ve ever had certified by the state. It needs to 

allocated into different funds. 

 

We heard an impassioned plea from Director Gilman. She talked about the need for keeping up with 

differed maintenance and infrastructure. It sounded as if we had been ignoring this. That just did not ring 

true. 

This council has done a fabulous job of voting for needed deferred maintenance and infrastructure . 

Think about it. The new fire station and Every rusting truck and unsafe vehicle has been approved by us 

along with Every water /sewer project and sidewalk request. The ONLY thing we didn’t vote money for 

was paving a parking lot we didn’t own. 

 

Think about what was said last night at our ways and means meeting. 

Then think about what was not said. 

No one has said a word about taking care of the employees. Those buildings are only as good as the 

fabulous staff we have inside of them. Those projects will only get done if we have in house staff to do 

them 

I’m not sure how many teachers we have lost to other school systems that pay more. I am not sure how 

many positions in DPW remain unfilled because their pay is too low 

I am sure our largest unions are either in the midst of negotiations or about to start them. . I AM SURE 

food costs are up 12 % this year and that it will be 28% more expensive to heat our homes this year. 

I hope you will join me in voting a $300,000 in capital stabilization with the ask that the Mayor send us 

a new order for that money to go into contractual stabilization so that we can pay our beloved employees 

a fair wage. 

I move to reduce the allocation to capital stabilization to $2,200,000 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
December 21, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom:  
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09 
Meeting ID 933 6334 7411 to receive public input on the following:  
 

 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 
The City Council may consider the same on Wed., December 21, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09 Meeting ID 933 6334 
7411. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. - 
Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  

 

 

City Council – Second Reading- December 21, 2022 

 
 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/93363347411?pwd=RUEvMFdKYkw4UUJuVXZnc1ExbW92Zz09
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Order no. FY 23-080 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHARTER SECTION 3-7: APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR; 
EXCEPTION (VETO), ORDER NUMBER FY 23-045 VETOED BY THE MAYOR ON 
NOVEMBER 21, 2022: “APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $2,200,000 FROM FREE CASH 
TO THE CAPITAL STABILIZATION FUND 8402” PREVIOUSLY  VOTED ON BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL ON NOVEMBER 16, 2022,  IS HEREBY APPROVED.   
 

 

2/3 Votes Required (9) 

 

VOTE: 
 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  

A YES vote from the Council would ORDERRIDE the Mayor’s veto. 

A NO vote from the Council would UPHOLD the Mayor’s veto. 
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Order no. FY 23-078 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 
 

To Rescind Anaerobic Digestor Authority  
 

Ordered, that: 
 
Upon recommendation of the Mayor, vote to rescind the following borrowing 
authorization by $3,585,000.  
 

PURPOSE DATE OF VOTE ART #  AMT AUTH  

Anaerobic Digestor 05/22/19 19-104 4,100,000 

  Paydown -500,000 

  Paydown -15,000 

   
                       Recission:    3,585,000 

 
 
Majority vote required 
 VOTE: 
 

Rationale: 

Bond Counsel directs that the Anaerobic Digestor authorization be rescinded and a new financial 
order be done for the Dewatering Press. 

 

Attachment: Memo, Liz Gilman 
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      Order no. FY 23-067  

Financial Order     

 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws, 

 

An Order to: 

 

Repurpose $67,060.51 for School Phone System 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
That the Greenfield City Council approves repurposing in the amount $67,060.51 of  

previously authorized School Department Capital accounts listed below to fund a 

telephone system upgrade and replacement. 

 

 

ACCOUNT                      DESCRIPTION   AMOUNT  
40173980.5825 

 
 SchBathroo 

 
20,953.00   

40173980.5826 
 

 SchDoors 
 

7,295.50 
40183980.5841 

 
 ElemFence 

 
22,996.00 

40183980.5820 
 

 ElemFloor 
 

597.60 
40183980.5840 

 
 NewtonStai 

 
4.48 

40233980.5858 
 

 Desktops 
 

1.06 
40193980.5840 

 
 AuditLight 

 
15,212.87 

  

 

   

  

 Total 
 

67,060.51 
 

Majority Vote Required (7). 
 

Attachments 

 
Attachments: GPS Superintendent’s Memo 
    Kari’s Law and Quotes 
    Munis Report 
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Order no. FY 23-074 

 

CITY  COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of  Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of  $100,000 to Contract 

Stabilization 
 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $100,000 from Free Cash to the 
Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
 
Contract Stabilization Balance: $170.779.82 (there is a pending financial order for a transfer into 
contract stabilization of $200,000). 
 
 

Rationale:  Since the Police Audit was not passed by City Council, the Mayor is 
submitting an additional $100,000 to Contract Stabilization. 
 
The prior financial order submitted to replenish general stabilization (police audit) 
from free cash may be voted down or tabled. 
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Order no. FY 23-085 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 
 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 
 

An Order 
Local Approval for 5% COLA Option 

 
 

Ordered that,  
The City Council authorizes an increase in the Cost of Living Adjustment (“COLA”) 
for Fiscal Year 2023 from 3% to 5% on the base amount for retirees specified 
pursuant to G.L. c. 32, § 103 effective July 1, 2022.  
 
Majority Vote Required (7). 
VOTE: 

Explanation & Supporting Rationale 

On November 16, 2022, the Governor signed Chapter 269 of the Acts of 2022 into law. This act 

provides the local retirement systems with a local option to increase the Cost of Living Adjustment 

(“COLA”) for Fiscal Year 2023 to up to 5 percent on the base amount specified pursuant to G.L. c. 

32, § 103. The increase, if approved, will take effect as of July 1, 2022.  

On November 22, 2022, the Greenfield Retirement Board voted to increase the COLA percentage 

for FY22 from 3% to 5%, an increase of 2% effective July 1, 2022.  

If approved, retirees that earn at least $14,000 annually will receive an additional $280.00 in 

FY22. The increase to the system is approximately $84,000, with Greenfield’s portion at 90%. If 

there is an increase to the City’s retirement assessment, it will not take place until FY25.  

Attachment: PERAC Memo dated 11/18/22  
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Order no. FY 23-086 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

 
The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner, that it be ordered that  
 

Ordered that, 
 
The City Council vote to accept an easement for electrical service at 402 & 412 Main 
Street, the new Greenfield Public Library. 
 
Majority Vote Required 
Vote: 
Explanation of Supporting Rationale:  
The City of Greenfield – Greenfield Public Library seeks and easement across the property at 402 
& 412 Main Street (see attached map) that is shared with M&T Bank, Greenfield Savings Bank and 
Eversource.  Lawyers for all entities have been working on this for more than a month and have 
now resolved all issues and are ready to record the easement. The easement is essential to the 
library as it enters its final phase of buildout in order to provide the electrical service required at 
the new Greenfield Public Library. 
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Order no. FY 23-081 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor   :  

 

Second by Councilor   : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THE CITY COUNCIL VOTES THEIR INTENTION TO CONSIDER LAYING OUT 

VERDE DRIVE – PHASE TWO AS A PUBLIC WAY AND REFERS THE PETITION 

TO THE PLANNING BOARD. 

 

Majority Vote 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

Petition and supporting documentation 
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Order no. FY 23-043 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 

200, SECTION 200-7. 17: MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS, WITH ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 

ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT A: 

 

 

AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 

FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE 

BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 

 

 

Two/Thirds (2/3) Vote Required (9) 

Vote by January 4, 2023 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 

Exhibit A: Proposed language submitted by Councilor Desorgher 

Exhibit B: Proposed language recommended by the Planning Board at their October 20, 2022 meeting 

Cleaner Copy of Exhibit B 
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As Submitted by Councilor Virginia Desorgher August 29, 2022 

 

Exhibit A 
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(18)  All applications for a special permit for marijuana cultivation must include a water 
management plan, submitted by the applicant. It shall be prepared by an independent contractor 
who is approved by the city. The plan will then be reviewed by the DPW director. It must 
demonstrate that water usage at full capacity will not compromise the public water supplies of the 
city. 
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Exhibit B 
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Clean Copy of Exhibit B 
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Order no. FY 23-076 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE ZONING MAP TO REZONE THE 

FOLLOWING PARCELS ON FRENCH KING HIGHWAY FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) 

TO PLANNED INDUSTRY (PI): 132-2, R04-31, R04-33, R04-34, R04-36, R04-40, R04-41, R04-42, 

R04-44, R04-53 AND R05-23. (SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

 

 

AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 

FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE 

BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING FORMAT 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 

 

 

Two/Thirds (2/3) Vote Required (9) 

Vote by February 15, 2023 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 
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Order no. FY 23-044 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
GREENFIELD CHAPTER 408: VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC AS ATTACHED HERETO: 
 
 AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF CONTENTS OF THE 
CODE AND FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 
ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 
Majority Vote Required 

Vote: 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  

Excerpt from October 12, 2022, A & O meeting for recommendations: 

DISCUSSION: DPW Director Warner noted that under 408-5 A: Parking Lots, the Fire Station Lot would 
be removed due to the new Library currently being constructed in that lot. Other comments included: 

 Chief of Staff Danielle Letourneau sent notification to the Committee members stating that most of 
the language was out dated and suggested that the name of the parking lots would not be listed by 
name. 

 Enforcement of time limits for parking in those lots. 

 Suggestion to use language “maximum parking limits are posted at the entrance of the lot,” 
[paraphrase] in place of naming individual lots and time limits for parking. 

 Chairperson Guin suggested that the Committee recommend an offering to go forward to full 
Council to accept the proposed language as suggested. In the meantime, the Council could receive a 
full update from Director Warner and Chief of Staff Letourneau. 

 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gilmour, second by Councilor Golub, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND 408-5 TO READ “MAXIMUM PARKING LIMITS ARE POSTED IN THE LOTS. 
RATES FOR EACH APPROVED LOT ARE ANNUALLY SET BY THE MAYOR.” 
Order No. FY23-044 as amended was on the floor. 
 
DISCUSSION: It was noted that section 408-6: Parking Permits, also lists the parking lots individually; however, that 
would be a requirement due to application for parking permits as opposed to metered parking. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gilmour, second by Councilor Golub, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND 408-6: PARKING PERMITS, BY STRIKING THE FIRE STATION LOT FROM THE 
LIST. 
 
It was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION AS AMENDED. 
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Chapter 408.  Vehicles and Traffic 
 

Global Changes 

Change “Town” to “City” 

 

§ 408-4.  Metered spaces. 
 

A. The maximum parking time in all metered spaces is two or four hours, depending on the 

location. “Feeding” the meter past two hours the maximum time is not allowed. 

 

B. Meters accept nickels, dimes and quarters.  Rates are annually set by the Mayor and kept  on file 

in the Mayor’s office. 

 

C. Only United States currency may be used in parking meters; other currency will not 

 register.  

 

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

 Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

  excluded. 

 

§ 408-5.  Parking lots.    

 

A. Locations.  Kiosks are used in Town City parking lots with the exception of the Pleasant Street 

Lot, which is permit parking only.  Maximum parking limits are as follows. Rates for each lot are 

annually set by the Mayor. 

         Maximum Time 

Lot               (hours) 

Ames Street Lot       4 

Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot     10 

Fire Station Lot       4 

Fiske Avenue Lot       2 

Hope Street Lot       10 

Legion Lot        4 

Miles Street Lot       4 

Olive Street Lot       4 

Pleasant Street Lot       10 No time limit 

Town Hall (rear) Lot       4 

 

B. The kiosks will accept nickels, dimes, quarters, debit cards and major credit cards.  Only United 

States currency can be used; other currency will not register. 

 

C. No parking is allowed between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. from December 1st to 

  

April 1st. Year round overnight parking is only allowed in designated areas. 

 

§ 408-6.  Parking permits.  
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A. Parking permits may be purchased as set forth below for use in all Town-owned parking lots, 

except the Fiske Avenue lot. 

 

B. Long-term parking permits are available on a quarterly and annual basis for companies located in 

the Greenfield downtown area as well as individuals who work in the downtown area. 

 

C. Permit parking is not allowed in the Fiske Avenue lot or in any metered spaces.  Permitted 

parking is available in all other lots regardless of the hourly parking limits in  those lots. A list of 

the lots is as follows: 

 Ames Street Lot 

 Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot 

 Fire Station Lot 

 Hope Street Lot 

 Legion Lot 

 Miles Street Lot 

Olive Street Lot 

Pleasant Street Lot 

Town Hall (rear) Lot 

 

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

 Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

  excluded. 

 

E. Permits can be purchased at the Greenfield Collector’s Office at Town Hall, 14 Court Square, 

Greenfield,  Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Applicants should bring their vehicle 

registration or a copy of the registration into the Collector’s Office when applying for the permit.  The 

annual rates are set annually by the Mayor. 

 

F. Payment must be made with cash or check.  Debit and credit cards are not accepted.  Payment 

can be made with cash, check, debit card or major credit card.  If permits are being purchased in bulk, 

the purchaser must provide the name and plate number(s) of individuals for whom they are purchasing 

permits.  The bulk purchaser shall provide the Collector with one check payment for the purchase and 

the name and contact information of the person representing the bulk purchaser. 

 

G. Permits may be purchased individually for a minimum of three months at a rate per month.  The 

rate is set annually by the Mayor. 

 

H. Annual permits will run from January through December. 

 

I. Refunds will be issued for full months only and only upon surrendering of the permit. 

 

J. The permit holder is responsible for the permit. Lost permits will be replaced at a cost of 

 $5.  

 

K. Permits are not transferable.  If individuals typically drive different vehicles to work, they need 

to provide all vehicle plate numbers to the Collector’s office at the time of application.  
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L. Permits must be hung from the rear-view mirror.  The hang-tag must be removed prior to  driving 

the vehicle.  If the tag is not removed, the driver may be ticketed for having an obstructed windshield. 

 

M. Year-round overnight parking is only allowed in designated spaces in the C and D Lot and Hope 

Street Lot. 

 

N. Violation of these guidelines will result in the standard parking ticket for the first offense.  

 Revocation of the permit may also be a consequence. 

 

O. Monthly permits are available for the parking garage. Please see the City website.   
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Order no. FY 23-069 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 

 

An Order Amending the Code of the City of Greenfield 

 

Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of Greenfield 

Chapter 381- Stormwater Management as written in the strikethrough attached hereto. 

 

§ 381-7. Classes of Permit applications; fees; additional approvals required, A. (1) Residential, strike 

“The permit and application fee shall be $25, payable to the Town of Greenfield”; A. (2) Nonresidential, 

strike “The permit and application fee shall be $100, payable to the Town of Greenfield”; B. strike “his” 

and replace with “their’, add “Permit” and “shall be set by  the Mayor and”; C. after “excavation” add 

“/trench”, strike (Street opening permit), strike “or”, and add “or on private property”. 

 

And further amend the code, Chapter 381 with the following Global Changes: 

 Change “Town” to “City” 

 Change “Superintendent” to “Director” 

 

And further amend the index of the code, and further that no substantive changes to the numbering of 

the ordinance be permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the 

City of Greenfield. 

 

 

 

Majority vote required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 
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Order no. FY 23-070 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 

 

An Order Amending the Code of the City of Greenfield 

 

Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of Greenfield 

Chapter 400 – Trees, Attachment 3 – List of Approved Trees for City Planting as follows: 

 

§ 400 Town of Greenfield Appendix C List of Approved Trees for Town Street Planting, strike entire 

page and replace with new attachment 3 “Appendix C List of approved Trees for City Street Planting”, 

attached hereto, 

 

 

And further amend the index of the code, and further that no substantive changes to the numbering of 

the ordinance be permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the 

City of Greenfield. 

 

 

Majority vote required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  

 

Appendix C List of Approved Trees for Town Street Planting – To be striken. 

 

Appendix C List of Approved Trees for City Street Planting – Replacement. 
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To be Striken 
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Replacement Language 
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Order no. FY 23-071 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 
 
The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with MGL 
Ch.101 and Greenfield Home Rule Charter §6-9, 

 
 
Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of 
Greenfield Under Part III General Legislation, by adding Chapter 410: Vendors, as 
attached hereto. 
 
And further amends the table of contents and index of contents of the code and further 
that nonsubstantive changes to the numbering of the ordinance be permitted in order 
that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the City of Greenfield. 
 
Vendors 
 
§410-1 Definitions 
Vendor – A person, business, or organization selling goods, food, beverages, or services, 
from a location other than a physical store or other fixed place of business, usually 
temporarily. 
 
Host – a person, business, or organization responsible for renting, leasing, or granting 
use of space to a vendor.  Hosts include, but may not be limited to, event organizers and 
those with a business license to operate at a physical store or other fixed place of 
business in Greenfield. 
 
Short term – Vendors operating in Greenfield for seven days or fewer annually. 
Long term – Vendors operating in Greenfield for more than seven days annually. 
 
§410-2 Applicability 
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This ordinance applies to all vendors operating in the City of Greenfield, including ice 
cream truck vendors, and to all those hosting vendors. Exceptions are listed in §3-1. 
 
This ordinance shall not apply to alcohol sales, which is regulated elsewhere [M.G.L. c. 
138, 204CMR, Greenfield ordinance Chapter 209].   
 
This ordinance is not meant to address door-to-door solicitation, which is regulated 
elsewhere [Greenfield ordinance Chapter 337]. 
 
This ordinance shall not apply to those telling fortunes for money, which is regulated 
elsewhere [M.G.L. c.140 §185I]. 
 
§410-3 License required 
Vendors 
Vendors operating at a location for which there is not a host or for a long term as 
defined in this ordinance must obtain a Greenfield vendor license from the Board of 
License Commissioners. 
 
Ice cream truck vendors 
All ice cream truck vendors are required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license from the 
Board of License Commissioners and to be licensed per M.G.L. c.270 §25 and 
520CMR15.00.  
 
Alcohol 
The sale of alcoholic beverages requires a license from the Board of License 
Commissioners and is regulated elsewhere. 
 
Fortune telling 
The telling of fortunes for money requires a license from the Board of License 
Commissioners and is regulated elsewhere.  
 
Hosts – Events for which an entertainment license is not required 
Those hosting events with vendors at a location other than their regular fixed place of 
operation/business and who are not required to have an entertainment event license, 
must obtain a Greenfield vendor Show Host License from the Board of License 
Commissioners. 
 
§410-3-1 Exceptions to Greenfield vendor license requirement 

(1) Any person selling farm products raised or produced by themselves or their family 
is not required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license.   
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(2) Anyone who has a physical store or other fixed place of business in Greenfield and 

is operating at a temporary location for a short term is not required to obtain a 
Greenfield vendor license provided there is no zoning or other law prohibiting 
such activity.  Vending on City property or public ways will require permission 
from the City.  The City may require abutter approval for vending on public ways 
per M.G.L. c. 140 §50. 
 

(3) This ordinance does not apply to wholesalers selling to dealers, nor to commercial 
agents or others selling by sample, lists, catalogues or otherwise for future 
delivery. 
 

(4) Vendors operating under a written agreement with a promoter duly licensed per 
M.G.L. c.101 are not required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license. 
 

(5) Vendors licensed under M.G.L. c. 101 by the Division of Standards are not 
required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license, with the exception of door-to-
door solicitors who do not need a Greenfield vendor license but are required to 
obtain a Greenfield solicitation license per Greenfield ordinance Chapter 337.  
 

And other exceptions per M.G.L. c.101. 
 
 
§410-4 Vendors selling at events  
Vendors 
Vendors operating for a short term at a location for which there is a host (i.e. 
entertainment event, craft fair, store front, restaurant, etc.) are not required to have a 
Greenfield vendor license.  All vendors selling food, beverage, or other ingestibles must 
obtain all approvals and permits required by the Health Department, Fire Inspector if 
needed, or any other relevant inspectors.  Vending on City property or public ways will 
require permission from the City.  The City may require abutter approval for vending on 
public ways per M.G.L. c. 140 §50. 
 
Event organizers / hosts 
As far in advance of the event as is practicable the event organizer should submit 
information to the Board of License Commissioners regarding the date(s) and location of 
the event, and a list of all vendors who will be selling at the event.  The list should 
include the name of the business, owner/vendor name, vendor/business contact 
information including address, phone, email, & website, and types of items being sold.  
This paragraph does not apply to promoters licensed under M.G.L. c. 101 by the Division 
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of Standards. Promoters should submit a copy of their promoter license prior to their 
event.  
 
Those hosting an event with vendors at the host’s regular fixed place of 
operation/business are not required to have a vendor Show Host License but should 
submit a list of vendors as stated in the previous paragraph.  Hosts who are required to 
obtain an entertainment event license are not required to have a vendor Show Host 
License but should submit a list of vendors. 
 
Farmers’ markets 
In keeping with M.G.L. c.101 §15, anyone selling farm products raised or produced by 
themselves or their family is not required to obtain a vendor license.  Organizers of 
farmers’ markets are not required to submit a list of farmers vending at the market but 
should submit a list of vendors selling non-farm products or services.   
 
§410-54 Vendors selling at fixed places of business not owned or leased by the vendor  
Vendors selling at fixed places of business not owned or leased by the vendor (i.e. art 
galleries, antique shops, etc.) are not required to have a Greenfield vendor license.  The 
store owner should maintain a list of artists, crafters, or other vendors for a minimum of 
one year. The City reserves the right to request a copy of the list.  
 
Owners of antique and other second hand shops are required to have a junk dealer 
license per Greenfield ordinance Chapter 282.  Vendors selling merchandise in the store 
operating under the store owner’s junk dealer license are not required to have a 
Greenfield vendor license.  
 
Food trucks or other food vendors selling at an establishment for which a Common 
Victualler’s license has been issued are not required to have a Greenfield vendor license.  
All food vendors must obtain all approvals and permits required by the Health 
Department, Fire Inspector if needed, or any other relevant inspectors.  Vending on City 
property or public ways will require permission from the City.  The City may require 
abutter approval for vending on public ways per M.G.L. c. 140 §50.  
 
§410-6 Insurance 
At the discretion of the City of Greenfield, vendors operating on City-owned property or 
within the public way may be required to maintain a comprehensive liability insurance 
policy in an amount to be determined by the City for the continuance of the license.  
The policy should name the City of Greenfield as an additional insured.  This insurance 
requirement shall not apply for vendors operating at an event for which the event 
organizer has already satisfied this condition.    
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§410-7 License fees 
Unless otherwise set by the Board of License Commissioners, the following is the fee 
schedule for vendors and hosts who require licenses: 
 
Vendors – Vendor license 
Vendors operating 1 – 3 days in a calendar year - $10 
Vendors operating 4 – 7 days in a calendar year - $25 
Vendors operating 8 or more days in a calendar year or annually/seasonally - $75 
 
Hosts – Vendor Show Host License  
Event with 1 – 3 vendors - no fee 
Event with 4 – 10 vendors - $10 
Event with 11 – 25 vendors - $25 
Events with 26 or more vendors - $50 
The vendor Show Host License fee does not apply if a host has obtained an 
entertainment license for the event. 
 
 
Majority Vote Required 
Vote: 
Explanation of Supporting Rationale:  
 

 Memo from Chief of Staff Dani Letourneau 

 Town of Greenfield Vendor Regulations, currently in effect  

 Answers to Questions regarding the new Vendors Ordinance 
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Order no. FY 23-082 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE CODE OF THE CITY 

OF GREENFIELD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 213 – ANIMALS, SECTION 3, 

LICENSE FEES, SUBSECTION: D. BY DELETING THE WORD “BY” AND 

REPLACING WITH “BEFORE” ; AND REPLACING THE WORD “AFTER” WITH 

“FOLLOWING”, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Chapter 213 – Animals, Section 3: License Fees 

D. Should any owner or keeper fail to license a dog by before June 1, the owner or 

keeper shall pay a late charge of $25 before obtaining said license, excepting: 

(1) A dog brought into the Town as provided in MGL c. 140, § 138. 

(2) When a State of Emergency has been declared by the State of Massachusetts. 

This late fee shall be applicable after the 45th day after following the arrival of such dog. 

 

AND FURTHER AMENDS THE INDEX OF THE CODE AND FURTHER THAT 

NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE 

PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING 

FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD.  

 
Majority Vote Required 

Vote: 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  
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Chapter 213 
Animals 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the City of Greenfield as amended 6-15-

2011 by Order No. FY 11-104 (Ch. 17 of the 2002 Bylaws). Subsequent 

amendments noted where applicable.] 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

Noise — See Ch. 311. 

Parks and recreation facilities — See Ch. 322. 

§ 213-1 Scope; violations and penalties. 

A. This chapter is not intended to derogate or limit any powers, rights, or 

obligations set forth in MGL c. 140, but is in addition thereto. 

B. The penalty fee imposed upon an owner or keeper of a dog which has violated 

this chapter shall be $25 for the first offense, $50 for the second offense, and $75 

for each subsequent offense. 

 
§ 213-2 License required. 
 

Any owner or keeper of a dog six months of age or older shall cause that dog to 

be licensed as required by MGL c. 140, § 137, commencing on April 1 of each 

year. 

 
§ 213-3 License fees. 
 

A. The fee for licensing of dogs and kennel licenses shall be set by the City Clerk 

in accordance with MGL c. 40, § 22F. The license fee for neutered/spayed dogs 

shall be less than the license fee charged for dogs that are not neutered or 

spayed. The owner or keeper must present a spay/neuter certificate or written 

statement from a veterinarian. 

[Amended 2-20-2013 by Order No. FY 13-076] 

https://ecode360.com/30791228
https://ecode360.com/30791581#30791581
https://ecode360.com/30741725#30741725
https://ecode360.com/30791233#30791229
https://ecode360.com/30791230#30791230
https://ecode360.com/30791231#30791231
https://ecode360.com/30791233#30791232
https://ecode360.com/30791233#30791233
https://ecode360.com/30791234#30791234
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B.  No license fee will be charged for specially trained service dogs as defined in 

Section 11.  

 

C.  No license fee or part thereof shall be refunded because of subsequent 

death, loss, spaying, neutering, removal from the City of Greenfield, or other 

disposal. 

 

D.  Should any owner or keeper fail to license a dog by before June 1, the owner 

or keeper shall pay a late charge of $25 before obtaining said license, excepting: 

[Amended 2-20-2013 by Order No. FY 13-076; 4-15-2020 by Order No. FY 20-

163] 

(1)  A dog brought into the City as provided in MGL c. 140, § 138. This late fee 

shall be applicable after the 45th day after following the arrival of such dog. 

(2)  When a state of emergency has been declared by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts. 

 

E.  Any owner or keeper who, during any licensing period, moves into the City of 

Greenfield shall register his/her dog forthwith. Failure to do so by the 45th day 

after the arrival of such dog shall result in a late fee as stated in this section. 
 

 

https://ecode360.com/30791235#30791235
https://ecode360.com/30791236#30791236
https://ecode360.com/30791237#30791237
https://ecode360.com/38823817#38823817
https://ecode360.com/38823818#38823818
https://ecode360.com/30791238#30791238
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Order no. FY 23-093 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

GREENFIELD CHAPTER 56: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES, ARTICLE VII: STIPEND FOR 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS AND TOWN COUNCILORS, ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT A 

HERETO AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF CONTENTS 

OF THE CODE AND FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING 

OF THE ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
 

Majority Vote Required 

Vote: 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  

Chapter 56: Officers and Employees 

Article VII 
Stipend for School Board Members and Town City Councilors 

[Adopted as amended 9-17-2014 by Order No. FY 15-036 (Ch. 158 of the 2002 Bylaws)] 

§ 56-18 Annual stipend. 
The Town City of Greenfield shall appropriate funds to compensate members of the Greenfield School 

Committee and the  Town City  Council with an annual stipend in the amount of $2,000, to be paid annually at 

the completion of each year of service. This section shall become effective three years from the date of final 

passage. 

§ 56-19 Training, continuing education and professional development. 
The  Town City of Greenfield shall appropriate funds each fiscal year beginning in Fiscal Year 2015 for training, 

continuing education and/or professional development, including registration fees, mileage applicable and travel 

expenses not to exceed $500 per person per fiscal year; mileage would be reimbursed separately if funds 

allow. This shall not entitle recipients to any other benefits from the  Town City. 

§ 56-20 Reduction in stipend for absences. 
[Amended 12-19-2018 by Order No. FY 19-065] 

Any board member or Councilor missing more than three regular meetings in a calendar year will have his/her 

stipend reduced at a percentage commensurate with his/her number of absences. 

https://ecode360.com/30790972
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Suggested Ordinance amendment 
 

Kathy Scott 
 

12:28 PM (53 minutes ago)  
 

 

to Sheila, Dani, me, Dan, Roxann 

 
 

President Gilmore, 

Please let me know if you would allow this to be on the December Committee Chairs agenda. I would like 
to suggest an amendment to Chapter 56, Section 19, as indicated in the strike draft document below. I 
would also suggest that the word "town" be replaced with "city" through the section.  

I am suggesting this amendment as the rising cost of attending conferences and training may not 
always allow for members to be reimbursed for mileage.  

Thank you Kathy  

 The following Code does not display images or complicated formatting. Codes should be viewed online. 

This tool is only meant for editing. 

Article VII 
Stipend for School Board Members and Town City Councilors 

[Adopted as amended 9-17-2014 by Order No. FY 15-036 (Ch. 158 of the 2002 Bylaws)] 

§ 56-18 Annual stipend. 
The Town City of Greenfield shall appropriate funds to compensate members of the Greenfield School 

Committee and the  Town City  Council with an annual stipend in the amount of $2,000, to be paid annually at 

the completion of each year of service. This section shall become effective three years from the date of final 

passage. 

§ 56-19 Training, continuing education and professional development. 
The  Town City of Greenfield shall appropriate funds each fiscal year beginning in Fiscal Year 2015 for training, 

continuing education and/or professional development, including registration fees, mileage applicable and travel 

expenses not to exceed $500 per person per fiscal year; mileage would be reimbursed separately if funds 

allow. This shall not entitle recipients to any other benefits from the  Town City. 

§ 56-20 Reduction in stipend for absences. 
[Amended 12-19-2018 by Order No. FY 19-065] 

Any board member or Councilor missing more than three regular meetings in a calendar year will have his/her 

stipend reduced at a percentage commensurate with his/her number of absences. 

Kathryn J. Scott,  
Greenfield City Clerk, 
City Council Clerk, Justice of the Peace, Records Access Officer 
14 Court Square 
Greenfield MA 01301 
(413) 772-1555 
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Order no. FY 23-092 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
  

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTS MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAW CHAPTER  41 SECTION 

110A, AS ATTACHED (EXHIBITA).  

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:   

 EXHIBIT A 

 

Part I: ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 

Title VII: CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS 
 

Chapter 41: OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS 

Section 110A: Office hours on Saturday 

Section 110A. Any public office in any city or town may remain closed on any or all Saturdays as may be 
determined from time to time, in a city by the city council, subject to the provisions of the city charter, or, in a 
town, by vote of the town at a special or regular town meeting, and the provisions of section nine of chapter 
four shall apply in the case of such closing of any such office on any Saturday to the same extent as if such 
Saturday were a legal holiday. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII#titleVII
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII#titleVII
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Acceptance of MGLc 41, Section 110A 
 

Kathy Scott 
 

11:53 AM (1 hour ago)  
 

 

to Sheila, Councilor, me, Quinn, Dan, Dani, Roxann 

 
 

President Gilmour,  

I am requesting, and have asked Tammy to place on the December Committee 

Chairs agenda, the City Council accept the following section of Mass General Law. I 
am requesting this consideration as it would allow (for local 
elections only) that the last day to register to vote or change an 
individual's voting status be held on a Friday rather than having 
staff work (and be paid overtime) on a Saturday.  
 

Section 110A: Office hours on Saturday 

Section 110A. Any public office in any city or town may remain closed on any or all 
Saturdays as may be determined from time to time, in a city by the city council, 
subject to the provisions of the city charter, or, in a town, by vote of the town at a 
special or regular town meeting, and the provisions of section nine of chapter four 
shall apply in the case of such closing of any such office on any Saturday to the same 
extent as if such Saturday were a legal holiday. 

Thank you Kathy 

Kathryn J. Scott,  
Greenfield City Clerk, 
City Council Clerk, Justice of the Peace, Records Access Officer 
14 Court Square 
Greenfield MA 01301 
(413) 772-1555 
kathy.scott@greenfield-ma.gov 
greenfield-ma.gov  

mailto:kathy.scott@greenfield-ma.gov
http://greenfield-ma.gov/
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Order no. FY 23-083 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMISSION: BEKKI CRAIG, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2024 (SHORT TERM 

TO MAINTAIN STAGGERED TERMS). 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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City of 

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 

MEMO 
TO: Sheila Gilmour, City Council President 

Dan Guin, City Council Vice President 

FROM: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

DATE: November 14, 2022 

RE: December Appointments & Reappointments to City Boards and Commissions -  

________________________________________________________________________

_____ 
 

I submit the following names for appointments and reappointments to these City Boards and 

Commissions:   

 

Appointments: 

 Bekki Craig; Human Rights Commission; December 31, 2024 (short term to 

maintain staggered terms) 

 Megan Cloutier; Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence (police chief 

designee); December 31, 2024 

 Carole Collins; Planning & Construction; December 31, 2025 

 David Lanoie; Public Safety Commission; December 31, 2025 

 David Moscaritolo; Public Safety Commission; December 31, 2024 (short term to 

replace Butch Hawkins) 

 

Reappointments: 

 Wid Perry; Human Rights Commission; December 31, 2025 

 
 

 

 
Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

 

City Hall 

14 Court Square 

Greenfield, MA  01301 
Phone 413-772-1560   ●   Fax 413-772-1519 

mayor@greenfield-ma.gov  

 www.greenfield-ma.gov 

ROXANN WEDEGARTNER 

Mayor 
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Order no. FY 23-087 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE MAYOR’S TASK 

FORCE AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: MEGAN CLOUTIER, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 

DECEMBER 31, 2024 (POLICE CHIEF DESIGNEE). 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 23-088 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO PLANNING AND 

CONSTRUCTION COMMISSION: CAROLE COLLINS, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 

31, 2025. 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 23-089 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY 

COMMISSION: DAVID LANOIE, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2025. 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 23-090 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY 

COMMISSION: DAVID MOSCARITOLO, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2024 

(SHORT TERM TO REPLACE BUTCH HAWKINS). 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 23-091 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING RE-APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 

COMMISSION: WID PERRY, FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2025. 

 

 

 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the 

appointees but does say that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment 

proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 23-063 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM THE TABLE “MOVED THAT 
IT BE RESOLVED: 
THE CITY COUNCIL FINDS FULL AND APPROPRIATE REASON TO DECLARE THAT 
POLICE CHIEF ROBERT HAIGH HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE CITIZENS OF 
GREENFIELD; AND FINDS FURTHER REASON TO DECLARE THAT MAYOR 
ROXANNE WEDEGARTNER, DUE TO HER PUBLIC SUPPORT OF CHIEF HAIGH, HAS 
SIMILARLY LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE CITIZENS OF GREENFIELD. 
THE CITY COUNCIL THEREFORE CALLS ON THE MAYOR TO RECTIFY THIS CRISIS 
OF CONFIDENCE EITHER BY FIRING CHIEF HAIGH IMMEDIATELY OR BY 
RESIGNING FROM OFFICE.” WHICH WAS TABLED AT THE SEPTEMBER 21, 2022, 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

TAKE FROM TABLE  YES  NO  ABST  

CALL THE QUESTION  YES  NO  ABST 

MAIN MOTION   YES  NO  ABST 

 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be resolved, 

THE CITY COUNCIL FINDS FULL AND APPROPRIATE REASON TO DECLARE THAT 
POLICE CHIEF ROBERT HAIGH HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE CITIZENS OF 
GREENFIELD; AND FINDS FURTHER REASON TO DECLARE THAT MAYOR 
ROXANNE WEDEGARTNER, DUE TO HER PUBLIC SUPPORT OF CHIEF HAIGH, HAS 
SIMILARLY LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF THE CITIZENS OF GREENFIELD. 
THE CITY COUNCIL THEREFORE CALLS ON THE MAYOR TO RECTIFY THIS CRISIS 
OF CONFIDENCE EITHER BY FIRING CHIEF HAIGH IMMEDIATELY OR BY 
RESIGNING FROM OFFICE. 
 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
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City Council – First Reading- December 21, 2022 
 

 Transfer $16,865.78 from Reserve Fund 5781 to FY23 Library Building and Grounds 
Maintenance Account 5200. 

 Appropriate $3,585,000 for a Sewer Dewatering System Project. 

 Repurpose $727,287.66 from Authorization for Dredging Leyden Glenn to Water Main 
Projects. 
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Financial Order        Order no. FY 23-077  

  

 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws, 

 
FY23 Reserve Fund Transfer Request 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Sum of $16,865.78 be transferred from the FY23 01001320.5781 Reserve Fund 
to the FY23 Library account 01002440.5200 Building & Grounds Maintenance. 
 
Reserve Fund Balance is $60,613 (prior transfer from reserve fund to Weights &Measures of $14,387). 
 
Balance in Library Building & Grounds Maintenance: $3,035.04 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  

 

The Library Compressor failed affecting the air quality in the Library.  Immediate repair 

was necessary for employee safety. 

 

Attachments:  

 

1. Invoice 

2. Munis Report 
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Order no. FY 23-079 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 
 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 
 

An Order 
Sewer Dewatering System 

 
 
Moved that it be ordered, 
 

The sum of $3,585,000 be appropriated for a Sewer Dewatering System and to meet said 

appropriation, the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor, is hereby authorized to borrow said 

sum of $3,585,000, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44 section 8 ,or any other 

enabling statute, and the Mayor is hereby authorized to apply for, contract for, accept and expend 

any Federal and/or State grants available for this project to be used to reduce the within 

appropriation, and further, the Mayor is authorized to take any action necessary to carry out the 

intent and purpose of the project. 

Two-Thirds (2/3) Vote Required 

 

Rationale 

1. The equivalent amount of $3,585,000 for the Anaerobic Digestor is being rescinded. 
 

2. Sewer Enterprise fund will pay the debt service on the project. 
 

Attachment: Superintendent Warner’s previous memo on the project. 
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Financial Order          Order no. FY 23- 084 

  

 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws, 

 

An Order to: 

 

Repurpose Dredging Leyden Glen Appropriation to Water Main Projects 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
That the Greenfield City Council approves repurposing the amount of $727,287.66 

previously authorized for the Dredging of Leyden Glenn to Water Main Projects.  

 

Majority Vote Required 

VOTE: 

Explanation or supporting rationale: 

 

Balance:  49214990.5840   Dredging Leyden Glenn $727,287.66 

 

 

The water main replacements are necessary to mitigate low flow, provide improved fire 

protection and to add needed redundancy as detailed in the DPW Superintendent’s 

attached memo. 
 
 
 
Attachments: DPW Superintendent Memo 
   Munis Report 
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