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  Greenfield City Council  
November 16, 2022 

235th Regular Meeting  
6:30 p.m. 

John Zon Community Center/Zoom Hybrid 
 

AGENDA 
 

To join meeting in person: 
John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St. Greenfield 

 
To join the meeting via Zoom: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09  
Meeting ID 983 8673 5754 

 
To join the meeting via phone: 

Dial by your location 
 +1 309 205 3325 US 

 +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 +1 646 931 3860 US 
 +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

 +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  
+1 386 347 5053 US 
 +1 564 217 2000 US 
 +1 669 444 9171 US 

 +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
 +1 719 359 4580 US 

 +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 Meeting ID: 983 8673 5754 Passcode: 077391  

Find your local number: https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/aemunTl7k6 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 

CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the City Council and GCTV-
17. If any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this 
time. In accordance with MGLc 30A SS 20(g) “No person shall address a meeting of a 
public body without permission of the Chair and all persons shall, at the request of the 
chair, be silent. No person shall disrupt the proceedings of a meeting of a public body. If, 
after clear warning from the chair, a person continues to disrupt the proceedings, the chair 
may order the person to withdraw from the meeting and if the person does not withdraw, 
the chair may authorize a constable or other officer to remove the person from the 
meeting.” 

 
2. Roll Call of Members  
 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/aemunTl7k6&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1668526080578175&usg=AOvVaw0B2pzAwE_XSMMPX75oMEcW
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3. Pledge of Allegiance (voluntary) 
 
4. Approval of minutes - None  

 
5. Communications from Superintendent of Schools and School Committee (10 minutes) 
5a. Questions from the Council for Superintendent of Schools and School Committee 

 
6. Communications from Mayor, City Officers and Employees (10 minutes) 
6a. Questions from the Council for Mayor 

 
7. Communications from other City Employees as needed, by invitation: 

Chief Assessor Randall Austin 
Board of Assessors Joseph Ruggeri and James Geisman 
 

8. Public Comment 
 

9. Public Hearing(s) and Second Reading: (Pg. 4) 

 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures 
Contracted Services. 

 To adopt a residential factor in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 58, Section 1A, which shall be used by the Board of 
Assessors to determine the percentages of the local tax levy to be borne by each 
class of real and personal property. 

 

10. Motions, Orders, and Resolutions 
I. Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. (Pg. 6) 

II. Fiscal Year 2023 Tax Classification – (Pg. 8) 

 Minimum Residential Factor 

 Residential Exemption 

 Small Commercial Exemption 
III. Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. (Pg. 32) 
IV. Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. (Pg. 34) 
V. Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. (Pg. 36)  

VI. Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. (Pg. 38) 
VII. Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. (Pg. 40) 
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VIII. Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 
(Pg. 44) 

IX. Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 
(Pg. 46) 

X. Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures Contracted 
Services. (Pg. 48)  

XI. Rescind Borrowing Authorities of $500,000 for Construction of New Library (2nd Order). 
(Pg. 56) 

XII. Resolution to Urge the Massachusetts General Court to pass H. 3053, An Act Relative to 
Tax Deeds, as filed in the 192nd Session. (Pg. 58) 

XIII. Amend Code of Greenfield Chapter 408 – Vehicles and Traffic. (Pg. 63) 
XIV. Amend Code for Greenfield Chapter 381- Stormwater Management. (Pg. 67) 
XV. Amend Code for Greenfield Chapter 400 – Trees. (Pg. 69) 

XVI. Amend Code for Greenfield (New) Chapter 410 – Vendors. (Pg. 71) 
XVII. Mayor’s Appointments and Re-Appointments – Commission on Disability Access, Lynne 

Kelley; Human Rights Commission, Grady VerPlanck; Task Force Against Domestic 
Violence, Katie Rosewarne; plus 22 Re-Appointments. (Pg. 82) 

 
11. Presentation of Petitions and Similar Papers 
 
12. Report of Committees 
 
13. Unfinished Business 
 
14. Old Business 
 
15. New Business   

First Reading (Pg. 90) 

 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 

16. Motions for Reconsideration 
 
17. Adjournment 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY BE CALLED 
 

*Please note that the list of topics was comprehensive at the time of posting, however, the 
public body may consider and take action on unforeseen matters not specifically named in 

this notice. Posted in accordance with M.G.L.c 30A § 18-25. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
In accordance with Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., 
November 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: 
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09  
Meeting ID 983 8673 5754 to receive public input on the following:  
 

 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures 
Contracted Services. 
 

The City Council may consider the same on Wed., November 16, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09 Meeting ID 983 8673 
5754. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Mon. - 
Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Greenfield City Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 6:30 pm, at 
John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., and via Zoom: https://greenfield-ma-
gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09 Meeting ID 983 8673 
5754 to adopt a residential factor in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 58, Section 1A, which shall be used by the Board of Assessors to determine the percentages of the 
local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal property. 
 
The Assessors shall provide all information and data relevant to making such determination and the fiscal 
effect of the available alternatives. 
 
The hearing is required under Section 56 of Chapter 40, Massachusetts General Laws. 
 
Sheila Gilmour, Greenfield City Council President  
 

 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/98386735754?pwd=VGFQSFk2OE5Ld0gxVTQvb0tWTytkdz09
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City Council – SecondReading- November 16, 2022 

 
 Appropriate $2,500,000 from Free Cash to Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 

 Appropriate $200,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to General Stabilization Fund 8400. 

 Appropriate $600,000 from Free Cash to reduce the FY2023 tax rate. 

 Transfer $107,300 from Free Cash to FY23 General Fund Vehicle Fuel Accounts. 

 Appropriate $8,500 from Sewer Retained Earnings to FY23 Sewer Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $10,000 from Water Retained Earnings to FY23 Water Vehicle Fuel 
Accounts. 

 Appropriate $14,387 from FY22 Reserve Fund to FY23 Weights and Measures 
Contracted Services. 
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Order no. FY 23-049 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 
 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To Appropriate $600,000 to Reduce the FY23 Tax Rate 

 
Ordered, that: 

 
The sum of $600,000 be appropriated from Free Cash to reduce the FY 
2023 tax rate. 
 
 
Majority Vote Required (7). 
 
 
 
Explanation of supporting rationale: 
 
 
Attachment:  

1. Memo from Liz Gilman 
2. Five Year Personal Property History 
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Order no. FY 23-075 A 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER City of GREENFIELD MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
 
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Move that it be ordered, 
That the City Council adopt a minimum residential factor of 1(one), resulting in an 
equal Tax Rate for all classes of property for the Fiscal Year 2023. 
Majority vote required 
 VOTE: 
Explanation of supporting rationale: 

 

Order no. FY 23-075 B 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER City of GREENFIELD MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
 
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Move that it be ordered, 
That the City Council votes that no Residential Exemption be adopted for Fiscal Year 
2023. 
Majority vote required 
 VOTE: 
Explanation of supporting rationale: 

 

 

Order no. FY 23-075 C 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER City of GREENFIELD MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
 
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Move that it be ordered, 
That the City Council votes that no Small Commercial Exemption be adopted for 
Fiscal Year 2023. 
Majority vote required 
 VOTE: 
Explanation of supporting rationale: 
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Fiscal Year 2023 

Tax Classification Hearing 
 

November 16, 2022 
 

 

 

Greenfield Board of Assessors 
 

Joseph Ruggeri– Chairman 

Assessor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Greenfield Board of Assessors 

 

 

Joseph Ruggeri– Chairman 

 

Jim Geisman-Clerk 

 

Randall Austin-Principal Assessor 
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WAYS & MEANS DOCUMENT      11/9/2022 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Prior to the mailing of 3rd quarter tax billings, the City Council holds a public hearing to determine the percentage of 
the Town’s property tax levy to be borne by each major property class. This responsibility and procedure are 
described in Chapter 40, Section 56 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  
 
The steps in completing the Classification Hearing are outlined below. Also provided is information about the levy, 
property assessments, and recommendations made by the Board of Assessors. 

 
 
Steps in Setting Tax Rates 
 

Pre-classification Hearing Steps 
 

 Step 1: Determination of the property tax levy (Budget Process) 
 
 Step 2: Determine assessed valuations (Assessors) 
 
 Step 3: Tabulate assessed valuations by class (Assessors) 
 

 
Classification Hearing Steps 

 
 Step 4: Classification hearing presentation (Assessors & Council) 
 
 Step 5: Voting a tax shift factor (Council) 
 

 
Post Classification Hearing Steps 

 
 Step 6: Sign the LA-5 Classification Form (Council) 
 
 Step 7: Send annual recap to DOR for tax rate approval (Assessors) 
 
 Step 8: Obtain DOR approval of tax rates (DOR) 
 

 
 
Terminology 
 
The following are definitions of the terms frequently used in the discussion of tax rates. 
 
Levy:  The tax levy (or levy) is the amount of property taxes to be raised. The levy amount is determined by the 
budget. The total amount of the approved budget less revenues from other sources like motor vehicle excise, 
municipal fees, and state aid is the amount to be raised from property taxation. The city will be raising $37,764,585 in 
property tax revenues.  
 
Levy Ceiling:  The levy ceiling is 2.5 percent of the full value of the City. Based on the Greenfield aggregate valuation of 
$1,922,816,569 the city cannot levy taxes in excess of $48,070,414. 
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New Growth Revenue:  Property taxes derived from newly taxable properties like new construction, additions, 
subdivisions, and personal property. The assessors have tabulated new growth revenues of $406,774. 
 
Levy Limit:  Also referred to as the “maximum allowable levy”, this is calculated by adding 2.5 percent of the previous 
year’s levy limit plus new growth revenue for the present fiscal year to last year’s levy limit. Exceeding the levy limit 
requires an override of Proposition 2 ½. For Fiscal Year 2023 the levy limit is $39,245,059. 
 
Excess Levy Capacity:  Excess levy capacity is the difference between the levy and the levy limit. 
 

The Fiscal Year 2023 Levy Limit and Amount to be Raised 
 
The following is a calculation of Greenfield’s levy limit for fiscal year 2023. 
 
 Fiscal year 2022 levy limit $37,880,949 
 Levy increase allowed under Prop. 2 ½ 942,275 
 New growth revenue  406,774 
 Excluded Debt to Pay Bonds 1,422,150 
 Fiscal year 2022 levy limit 37,880,949 
 Levy Ceiling 48,070,414 
 Levy to be raised $37,770,219 
 Excess levy capacity $2,896,919 
 

 
Valuations by Class Before Tax Shift  
 
Major Property Class                  Valuation                                   Percent                         Res vs CIP% 
Residential 1,453,804,533 75.6081 75.6081 
Commercial 291,952,338 15.1836 
Industrial 43,570,725 2.266 24.3919 
Personal Property 133,488,973 6.9423 
TOTAL                                           1,922,816,569 100.0000 
 
 
 

Shifting the Tax Burden 
 
Municipalities with a large commercial/industrial tax base often see fit to shift the tax burden to help maintain lower 
residential taxes. Given Greenfield’s relatively small commercial, industrial, and personal property tax base, it takes a 
CIP tax rate increase of approximately 6 1/2% to yield a 1% residential tax rate reduction. 
 

 
Tax Rates 
 
The estimated single tax rate for fiscal year 2023 is $19.64 per thousand valuation. 
 
 Property Class                      FY2022                                       FY2023 
 Residential $22.32 $19.64 
 Commercial $22.32 $19.64 
 Industrial $22.32 $19.64 
 Personal Property $22.32 $19.64 
 
Note that the FY2023 rate is an estimate and may change upon Department of Revenue review.  
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Tax Rates History 
 
  
 Fiscal Year 2023  $19.64 

Fiscal Year 2022  $22.32 
Fiscal Year 2021  $23.22 
Fiscal Year 2020  $22.93   

 Fiscal Year 2019  $22.36   
  
  

 
Tax Rate Options Average Taxes      Table A 
 
CIP Shift Factor Res Shift 

Factor 
CIP Rate Res Rate Single-family Average 

Tax 
Commercial 
Average Tax 

1.0000 1.0000 19.64 19.64 $5,073.35 $11,748.59 
1.1000 0.9677 21.61 19.01 $4,910.61 $12,927.04 
1.2000 0.9355 23.57 18.38 $4,747.87 $14,099.50 
1.3000 0.9032 25.54 17.74 $4,582.54 $15,277.95 
1.4000 0.871 27.50 17.11 $4,419.80 $16,450.42 
1.5000 0.8387 29.46 16.47 $4,254.48 $17,622.88 

 
 
 
 
Tax Impacts        Table B 
 
Examples of Typical Residential Tax Changes 

 
Property Class Avg FY22 

Value 
Avg Tax Avg FY23 

Value 
Avg Tax Tax Change % 

Change 

Single Family 
Homes 

$221,243 $4,938.14 $258,317 $5,073.35 $135.20 2.74% 

2-3 Family Homes $198,751 $4,436.12 $231,658 $4,549.76 $113.64 2.56% 
Commercial $579,288 $12,929.71 $598,197 $11,748.59 -$1,181.12 -9.13% 
 
 (Note – Average assessments are corrected for new growth) 
 

Board of Assessors Recommendation 

 
The Board of Assessors recommends that the Council adopt a single tax rate to be applied to all classes of property in 
Greenfield. 
 
 

Voting a Tax Shift Factor (proposed motion) 
 
The Greenfield City Council votes in accordance with M.G.L., Ch. 40, Sec. 56, as amended, the percentage of local tax 
levy which will be borne by each class of real and personal property, relative to setting the Fiscal Year 2023 tax rates 
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and set the Residential Factor at 1.0, with a corresponding CIP shift of 1.0, pending approval of the town’s annual tax 
recap by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue. 

 
 
Summary of Assessments (LA4)     
 
Property Type             Count        Residential           Commercial             Industrial         Personal Property 
101-Single Family 3,888 1,004,337,807 -0- -0- -0- 
102-Condominiums 381 71,197,600 -0- -0- -0- 
103,109-Misc Res 40 14,277,800 -0- -0- -0- 
104-Two Family 685 154,933,900 -0- -0- -0- 
105-Three Family 115 30,392,700 -0- -0- -0- 
111-125-Apartments 156 126,134,200 -0- -0- -0- 
130’s-32, 106 526 15,587,100 -0- -0- -0- 
300-393-Commercial 434 -0- 259,617,425 -0- -0- 
400-442-Industrial 67 -0- -0- 39,118,900 -0- 
450-452-Solar     
CH 61 LAND 13   28 -0- 66,350 
CH 61A LAND 35   34 -0- 1,368,163 
CH 61B 17   19 -0- 967,060 
012-043 115 36,943,426 29,933,340 4,451,825 
501-552 176    133,488,973 
 
TOTAL BY CLASS 6,729 1,453,804,533 291,952,338 43,570,725 133,488,973 
TOTAL TAXABLE PROPERTIES    1,922,816,569 
 
TOTAL TAX EXEMPT PROPERTIES   465 269,238,657 
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Order no. FY 23-045 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of $2,500,000 to Capital 

Stabilization 
 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $2,500,000 from Free Cash to 
the Capital Stabilization Fund 8402. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 
Capital Stabilization Balance:  $94,010.69 
 
Certified Free Cash: $4,002,821  

 
Rationale: 
 
To replace the one million for the Fire Station and add for FY24 Capital Improvement Program. 
 
Information 

 

The last addition to Capital Stabilization was $1.7 million from free cash in December 2021.   

 

Capital Stabilization carries forward; free cash does not. 

 

There currently is $5.8 million of Department Capital requests for the FY24 Capital Improvement 

Program from last year. 

 

The Rating Agencies do not want to see stabilization balances go down. 
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Order no. FY 23-046 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of  Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of $200,000 to 

Compensated Absences Fund 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $200,000 from Free Cash to the 
Compensated Absences Fund 8450. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 

Current Balance: $47,717.50 
 
 
Information 
 

In FY2014 City Council approved the establishment of a Compensated Absence fund 
for to provide for the payment of compensated absences upon termination. 
 
 
Last addition to the compensated absence funds was $50,000 in May 2022. 
 
Compensated Absence funds utilized since May FY22: 
 
Police Department  $33,000 
Fire Department:   $18,500 

 Total $51,500 
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Order no. FY 23-047 

 

CITY  COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of  Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of  $200,000 to Contract 

Stabilization 
 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $200,000 from Free Cash to the 
Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
 
Contract Stabilization Balance: $170.779.82 
 
 

Rationale:  To replenish contract stabilization 
 
Information 
Contract Stabilization utilized in FY22 was $130,825 for the Clerical, SSEA and 
Central Maintenance Unions. 
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Order no. FY 23-048 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of  Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of $100,000 to General 

Stabilization 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $100,000 from Free Cash to the 
General Stabilization Fund 8400. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 

Current Balance: $2,154,818.43 
 
 
Information 
 
There is a financial order funded from General Stabilization for the Police Audit that has been 
tabled.  
 
Upon passage of the Police Audit, the amount needs to be replaced in General Stabilization.   
 
So this financial order goes hand in hand with the status of the Police Audit financial order. 
 
The General Stabilization balance is currently 3.44% of the FY23 General Fund Budget.  The 
Department of Revenue recommends a 3% to 5% balance. 
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 Order no. FY 23-050 

  

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Law 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

Ordered, that: 
The Sum of $107,300 be transferred from free cash to the FY23 General Fund 
Vehicle Fuel Accounts as follows: 

 
01002100.5482 Police No Lead Gas  $12,300 
01002200.5482 Fire Fuel    $24,000 
01004290.5482    DPW Service Gas   $20,000 
01004290.5483    DPW Service Diesel  $  5,000 
01004330.5482    DPW Solid Waste Gas   $ 1,000 
01004330.5482    DPW Solid Waste Diesel  $40,000 
01001920.5482    Central Maint Gas   $  5,000 
 

Total:          $107,300  
     

Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 
Transfer from the reserve fund was necessary at the end of FY22 and Departments at the time 
stated the FY23 budgets would need assistance. 

 

Voting from free cash in the hopes that the high fuel prices do not continue into FY24. 

 

Munis report is attached; two months invoices are reflected on the report. 
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 Order no. FY 23-051 

  

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Law 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

Ordered, that: 
The Sum of $8,500 be appropriated from Sewer Retained Earnings to the 
following FY23 Sewer fuel accounts FY23: 

 
60004290.5482 Sewer Gas  $2,500 
60004290.5483   Sewer Diesel $6,000 
 
 

               Total:  $8,500     
 
Sewer Retained Earnings Balance: $1,066,219   
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

Munis report is attached; two months invoices are reflected on the report. 
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 Order no. FY 23-052  

  

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Law 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

Ordered, that: 
The Sum of $10,000 be appropriated from Water Retained Earnings to the 
following FY23 Water vehicle fuel accounts: 

 
61004290.5482 Water  Gas  $5,000 
61004290.5483    Water Diesel $5,000 
 
 

               Total:  $10,000     
   
Water Retained Earnings Balance: $1,552,231  
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

Munis report is attached; two months invoices are reflected on the report. 
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 Order no. FY 23-053 

  

CITY COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws, 

 
FY22 Reserve Fund Transfer Request 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Sum of $14,387 be transferred from the FY22 01001320.5781 Reserve Fund to 
FY23 Weights and Measures Contracted Services account 01002440.5200 
 
Reserve Fund Balance is $75,000. 
 
The FY23 budget for the Weights and Measures contracted services is $10,000.  The 
Commonwealth just sent an increase to the assessment of $14,387 (for a total price of $24,387) 
 
This major increase was totally unanticipated. 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
Explanation of supporting rationale:  

 
New contract received from the Commonwealth with pricing of $24,387. 

 

Building Commissioner Snow states there really is not another viable option but with the 

Commonwealth. 

 

There is an ongoing expense for the City that must now be incorporated into the operating budget going 

forward, so it makes sense to transfer. 

 

Attachments: Commonwealth Memo and Contract; Munis Report 
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Order no. FY 23-073 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner  
 
 

Second Order 
To Rescind Library Borrowing Authority  

 

Ordered, that: 
 
Upon recommendation of the Mayor, vote to rescind the following borrowing 
authorization by $500,000.  Revised authorization $18,541,296 
 

PURPOSE DATE OF VOTE ART #  AMT AUTH  

New Library 03/20/19 19-050 19,541,296 

 Voted 10/19/22 Reduce -500,000 

 Pending Reduce -500,000 

   
             Revised Authorization:  18,541,296 

 
 
 
Majority vote required 
 VOTE: 
 

Rationale: 

This financial order is to reflect the second $500,000 donation from the Greenfield Library 
Foundation / Friends of the Library.  Total received to date is one million. 

 

Attachment: Munis Report on Donation 
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Order no. FY 23-066 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
  

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL APPROVES THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION 

TITLED “A RESOLUTION TO URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT TO PASS 

H. 3053, AN ACT RELATIVE TO TAX DEEDS, AS FILED IN THE 192
ND

 SESSION. 
 
Majority vote required 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  

 

Bill H. 3053: An Act relative to tax deeds 
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Greenfield City Council/Home Equity/Tax Title Taking Reform 

Resolution & Background 

Resolution:  

Order no. FY 23-____  

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor _______, second by Councilor_______, it was VOTED:  

That the Greenfield City Council resolves to urge the Massachusetts General Court to Pass H. 

3053, An Act Relative to Tax Deeds, as filed in the 192nd Session. 

The Act amends Section 53 of Chapter 60 so that upon issuance of an order on the taking of 

title and an order of public sale of a foreclosed property, the land court shall also order a public 

sale of the foreclosed property and order distribution of proceeds consistent with the provisions 

of M.G.L. Chapter 183 §. 21, §. 24-27 inclusive, treating the tax title holder like a mortgagee 

with the first priority interest in proceeds from the property, and treating the delinquent debtor 

as a mortgagor. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Background: 
 
This is recommendation 10 presented by Mitch Speight, Joan Marie Jackson, and Al Norman, 
who ask that the Mayor and Council ask Greenfield’s state legislative delegation to pass H. 
3053 abolishing home equity collection beyond debt.   
 

Definitions: 
 
Mortgagee= the bank or lender. In this context the city—the tax title holder—would be treated 
as the mortgagee. 
  
Mortgagor= the borrower, in this case, the homeowner. 
 

Text of H. 3053: 
 
Bill H. 3053: An Act relative to tax deeds. 
 
(Emphasis added in boldface to bring attention to the language in the resolution.) 
 
SECTION 1. Section 53 of Chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by striking the first paragraph in its entirety and replacing it with the 
following new paragraph: 
 
“If a tax on land is not paid 14 days after demand therefore and remains unpaid, the collector 
shall request a hearing in the land court seeking authorization to exercise the power of taking.  
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The collector must give 14 days notice of his intention to exercise such power of taking and of 
the hearing in the land court, which notice shall be served in the manner required by law for 
the service of subpoenas on witnesses in civil cases and shall be published and shall conform 
to the requirements of section 40.  
 
He shall also, 14 days prior to the hearing, post a notice so conforming at the property 
proposed for taking, in a newspaper of general circulation and in two or more convenient and 
public places where the property is located and the last known address of the owner.  
 
At the hearing, the court shall make inquiry into the nature of the debt owed and whether there 
is sufficient evidence to demonstrate that the city or town has not received payment from the 
debtor.  
 
The court shall also make inquiry and findings relative to the sufficiency of notice provided by 
the collector. The land court may authorize the taking only after issuing its findings in writing.  
 
Upon issuance of an order on the taking, the land court shall also order a public sale of 
the foreclosed property and order distribution of proceeds consistent with the 
provisions of M.G.L. 183 §. 21, §. 24-27 inclusive, treating the tax title holder like a 
mortgagee with the first priority interest in proceeds from the property, and treating the 
delinquent debtor as a mortgagor.” 
 
SECTION 2. Section 53 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “forty” in line 7, the following new words: 
 
“and must include a clear statement in bold print that ‘Failure to act will result in losing 
ownership of your property.’” 
 
SECTION 3. Section 53 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “thereto” in line 18, the following new 
sentence: 
 
“Upon fulfillment of the tax debt through the collection of rents or other income from the land, 
the tax collector shall file a document reflecting that the property was redeemed through the 
collection or rents or other income from the land, and shall withdraw possession of the 
property.” 
 
SECTION 4. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “foreclosure” in the title of the 
subsection, the new words: “and sale” 
 
SECTION 5. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by striking the following words in line 2 “be absolute after” and 
replacing them with the following new words: 
 
“convey a right to collect rents from the property until the debt is paid or to obtain payment, 
with first priority over all other liens from the proceeds of a judicial sale, upon” 
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SECTION 6. Section 64 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting the following new paragraph: 
 
“If deemed appropriate and just by the land court, it may order seizure of rents or other income 
from the property if doing so would fully satisfy property tax liens and applicable interest and 
costs. Upon issuance of a judgment foreclosing the right of redemption, the land court 
shall also order a public sale of the foreclosed property and order distribution of 
proceeds consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. 183 §. 21, §. 24-27 inclusive, treating 
the tax title holder like a mortgagee with the first priority interest in proceeds from the 
property, and treating the delinquent debtor as a mortgagor.” 
 
SECTION 7. Section 66 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “shall” in line 12, the new words: 
 
“include language expressing the amount necessary to redeem the property and the 
consequences of failing to pay,” 
 
SECTION 8. Section 66 of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by striking all words after the word “fixed” in line 17 and replacing 
them with the new following words: 
 
“that failure to act will result in losing ownership of your property and a public sale of your 
property. If applicable, this could also result in eviction.” 
 
SECTION 9. Section 69A of chapter 60 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2018 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “date” in line 7, the new sentence: 
 
“Except in the interest of justice, no petition to vacate a decree of foreclosure entered under 
section sixty-nine and no proceeding at law or in equity for reversing or modifying such a 
decree shall be commenced after the date of the judicial sale and distribution of proceeds 
required under section sixty-four.” 
                                                                     
 

Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 183. Section 27. 

(This text describes how proceeds of the sale would be handled.) 

Chapter 183, Section 27: Disposition of proceeds of foreclosure sale; itemized 
accounting provided to mortgagor. 

Section 27. The holder of a mortgage [bank] of real estate, or his representatives, out of the 
money arising from a sale under the power of sale shall be entitled to retain all sums then 
secured by the mortgage, whether then or thereafter payable, including all costs, charges or 
expenses incurred or sustained by him or them by reason of any default in the performance or 
observance of the condition of the mortgage or of any prior mortgage, rendering the surplus, if 
any, to the mortgagor [homeowner] or his heirs, successors or assigns, unless otherwise 
stated in the mortgage. No person other than the holder of the mortgage shall be bound to see 
to the application of the money arising from such sale. 
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The holder of a mortgage of real estate [bank], or the holder's representatives, shall provide to 
the mortgagor [homeowner] or the mortgagor's heirs, successors or assigns a written notice 
containing an itemized accounting of the disposition of the proceeds arising from a sale under 
the power of sale including, but not limited to, the sale price, legal fees, auctioneer fees, 
publication costs and other fees, and any surplus due to the mortgagor, within 60 days after 
the receipt of such funds provided, that if such sale is subject to further legal proceedings, 
such accounting shall be stayed until the conclusion of such proceedings. 
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Order no. FY 23-044 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

 

 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

GREENFIELD CHAPTER 408: VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC AS ATTACHED HERETO: 

 

 AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF CONTENTS OF THE 

CODE AND FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 

ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 

 
 

 

Majority Vote Required 

Vote: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
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Chapter 408.  Vehicles and Traffic 
 

Global Changes 
 

Change “Town” to “City” 

 

§ 408-4.  Metered spaces. 

 
A. The maximum parking time in all metered spaces is two or four hours, depending on the  

 location. “Feeding” the meter past two hours the maximum time is not allowed. 

 

B. Meters accept nickels, dimes and quarters.  Rates are annually set by the Mayor and kept  on file 

in the Mayor’s office. 

 

C. Only United States currency may be used in parking meters; other currency will not 

 register.  

 

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

 Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

 excluded. 

 

E. Holders of Purple Heart and Gold Star Family License Plates are to receive extendedparking 

privileges and are exempt from paying parking meter fees.  Holders of these plates must follow 

all posted time limits or be subject to fines. 

 

 

§ 408-5.  Parking lots.  

   

A. Locations.  Kiosks are used in Town City parking lots with the exception of the Pleasant Street 

Lot, which is permit parking only.  Maximum parking limits are as follows.  Rates for each lot 

are annually set by the Mayor. 

         Maximum Time 

Lot               (hours) 

 

Ames Street Lot       4 

 

Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot     10 

 

Fire Station Lot       4 

 

Fiske Avenue Lot       2 

 

Hope Street Lot       10 

 

Legion Lot        4 

 

Miles Street Lot       4 
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Olive Street Lot       4 

 

Pleasant Street Lot       10 No time limit 

 

Town City Hall (rear) Lot      4 

 

B. The kiosks will accept nickels, dimes, quarters, debit cards and major credit cards.  Only  United 

States currency can be used; other currency will not register. 

 

C. No parking is allowed between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. from December 1st to 

 April 1st. Year round overnight parking is only allowed in designated areas. 

 

§ 408-6.  Parking permits. 
  

A. Parking permits may be purchased as set forth below for use in all Town-owned parking  lots, 

except the Fiske Avenue lot. 

 

B. Long-term parking permits are available on a quarterly and annual basis for companies located in 

the Greenfield downtown area as well as individuals who work in the downtown area. 

 

C. Permit parking is not allowed in the Fiske Avenue lot or in any metered spaces. Permitted 

parking is available in all other lots regardless of the hourly parking limits in those lots. A list of 

the lots is as follows: 

 

 Ames Street Lot 

 

 Chapman and Davis (C and D) Lot 

 

 Fire Station Lot 

 

 Hope Street Lot 

 

 Legion Lot 

 

 Miles Street Lot 

 

Olive Street Lot 

 

Pleasant Street Lot 

 

Town City Hall (rear) Lot 

 

D. Parking regulations are enforced Monday through Saturday Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 65:00 p.m.  

Sundays Weekends and legal holidays (holidays on which municipal offices are closed) are 

excluded. 

 

E. Permits can be purchased at the Greenfield Collector’s Office at Town City Hall, 14 Court 

Square, Greenfield, Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Applicants should bring 
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their vehicle registration or a copy of the registration into the Collector’s  Office when applying 

for the permit.  The annual rates are set annually by the Mayor. 

 

F. Payment must be made with cash or check.  Debit and credit cards are not accepted.  Payment 

can be made with cash, check, debit card or major credit card.  If permits are being purchased in 

bulk, the purchaser must provide the name and plate number(s) of individuals for whom they are 

purchasing permits.  The bulk purchaser shall provide the Collector with one check payment for 

the purchase and the name and contact information of the person representing the bulk purchaser. 

 

G. Permits may be purchased individually for a minimum of three months at a rate per month.  The 

rate is set annually by the Mayor. 

 

H. Annual permits will run from January through December. 

 

I. Refunds will be issued for full months only and only upon surrendering of the permit. 

 

J. The permit holder is responsible for the permit. Lost permits will be replaced at a cost of 

 $5.  

 

K. Permits are not transferable.  If individuals typically drive different vehicles to work, they 

 need to provide all vehicle plate numbers to the Collector’s office at the time of  

 application.  

 

L. Permits must be hung from the rear-view mirror.  The hang-tag must be removed prior to  driving 

the vehicle.  If the tag is not removed, the driver may be ticketed for having an obstructed 

windshield. 

 

M. Year-round overnight parking is only allowed in designated spaces in the C and D Lot and Hope 

Street Lot. 

 

N. Violation of these guidelines will result in the standard parking ticket for the first offense.  

 Revocation of the permit may also be a consequence. 

 

O. Monthly permits are available for the parking garage. Please see the City website 

www.greenfield-ma.gov/Parking for rates and details.  

http://www.greenfield-ma.gov/Parking
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Order no. FY 23-069 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 

 

An Order Amending the Code of the City of Greenfield 

 

Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of Greenfield 

Chapter 381- Stormwater Management as written in the strikethrough attached hereto. 

 

§ 381-7. Classes of Permit applications; fees; additional approvals required, A. (1) Residential, strike 

“The permit and application fee shall be $25, payable to the Town of Greenfield”; A. (2) Nonresidential, 

strike “The permit and application fee shall be $100, payable to the Town of Greenfield”; B. strike “his” 

and replace with “their’, add “Permit” and “shall be set by  the Mayor and”; C. after “excavation” add 

“/trench”, strike (Street opening permit), strike “or”, and add “or on private property”. 

 

And further amend the code, Chapter 381 with the following Global Changes: 

 Change “Town” to “City” 

 Change “Superintendent” to “Director” 

 

And further amend the index of the code, and further that no substantive changes to the numbering of 

the ordinance be permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the 

City of Greenfield. 

 
 

 

Majority vote required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: 
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Order no. FY 23-070 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

 Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner 

 

An Order Amending the Code of the City of Greenfield 

 

Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of Greenfield 

Chapter 400 – Trees, Attachment 3 – List of Approved Trees for City Planting as follows: 

 

§ 400 Town of Greenfield Appendix C List of Approved Trees for Town Street Planting, strike entire 

page and replace with new attachment 3 “Appendix C List of approved Trees for City Street Planting”, 

attached hereto, 

 

 

And further amend the index of the code, and further that no substantive changes to the numbering of 

the ordinance be permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the 

City of Greenfield. 

 

 

Majority vote required (7) 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  

 

Appendix C List of Approved Trees for Town Street Planting – To be striken. 

 

Appendix C List of Approved Trees for City Street Planting – Replacement. 
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TREES  

400 Attachment 3  

City of Greenfield  
 

 

Appendix C List of Approved Trees for City Street Planting  
This list is a guide and the City may add or delete species as needed. No tree identified as an “invasive-

species” by local, state or federal agencies shall be planted under any circumstances.  

  

 

Large Trees 40’ to 80’  

 Elm, American (Ulmus americana) (Dutch elm disease resistant) 

 Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) 

 Hackberry, American (Celtis occidentalis) 

 Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos) 

 Linden, American (Tilia americana) – ‘Boulevard’ is a good cultivar for narrow sites 

 London Planetree (Platanus × acerifolia) 

 Maple, Red (Acer rubrum) ‘October Glory’, ‘Red Sunset’ or other cultivars. If used in narrow 

sites, cultivars such as ‘Red Pointe’ and ‘Scarlet Sentinel’ 

 Oak, Red (Quercus rubra) 

 Oak, Pin (Quercus palustris) 

 Oak, Swamp White (Quercus bicolor) 

 Tulip poplar (Lireodendron tulipifera) 

 Tupelo tree (Black Gum) (Nyssa sylvatica) 

 Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) 

 

 

Medium Trees 30’ to 40’  

 Elm, American (Ulmus americana) - cultivar such as ‘Jefferson’ 

 Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos) - cultivars such as ‘Impcole’ or ‘Street Keeper’ 

 Linden, American (Tilia americana) - cultivars such as ‘Legend’, ‘Lincoln’ or ‘Redmond’ 

 Maple, Red (Acer rubrum) –cultivars such as ‘Brandywine’ and ‘October Brilliance’ 

 

 

Small Trees under 30’  

 Crabapple (Malus spp.) (smaller cultivars such as ‘Red Jewel’, ‘Adirondack’, ‘Golden 

Raindrops’, ‘Prairie Fire’ and others) 

 Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) 

 Hawthorn, Green (Crataegus viridis) 

 Hophornbeam aka Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana)  

 Hornbeam (Musclewood) (Carpinus caroliniana)  

 Redbud, Eastern (Cercis canadensis) 

 Yellowwood (Cladrastis kentukea) 
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Order no. FY 23-071 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 
 
The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with MGL 
Ch.101 and Greenfield Home Rule Charter §6-9, 

 
 
Move that it be ordered, that the Greenfield City Council amend the code of the City of 
Greenfield Under Part III General Legislation, by adding Chapter 410: Vendors, as 
attached hereto. 
 
And further amends the table of contents and index of contents of the code and further 
that nonsubstantive changes to the numbering of the ordinance be permitted in order 
that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the code of the City of Greenfield. 
 
Vendors 
 
§410-1 Definitions 
Vendor – A person, business, or organization selling goods, food, beverages, or services, 
from a location other than a physical store or other fixed place of business, usually 
temporarily. 
 
Host – a person, business, or organization responsible for renting, leasing, or granting 
use of space to a vendor.  Hosts include, but may not be limited to, event organizers and 
those with a business license to operate at a physical store or other fixed place of 
business in Greenfield. 
 
Short term – Vendors operating in Greenfield for seven days or fewer annually. 
Long term – Vendors operating in Greenfield for more than seven days annually. 
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§410-2 Applicability 
This ordinance applies to all vendors operating in the City of Greenfield, including ice 
cream truck vendors, and to all those hosting vendors. Exceptions are listed in §3-1. 
 
This ordinance shall not apply to alcohol sales, which is regulated elsewhere [M.G.L. c. 
138, 204CMR, Greenfield ordinance Chapter 209].   
 
This ordinance is not meant to address door-to-door solicitation, which is regulated 
elsewhere [Greenfield ordinance Chapter 337]. 
 
This ordinance shall not apply to those telling fortunes for money, which is regulated 
elsewhere [M.G.L. c.140 §185I]. 
 
§410-3 License required 
Vendors 
Vendors operating at a location for which there is not a host or for a long term as 
defined in this ordinance must obtain a Greenfield vendor license from the Board of 
License Commissioners. 
 
Ice cream truck vendors 
All ice cream truck vendors are required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license from the 
Board of License Commissioners and to be licensed per M.G.L. c.270 §25 and 
520CMR15.00.  
 
Alcohol 
The sale of alcoholic beverages requires a license from the Board of License 
Commissioners and is regulated elsewhere. 
 
Fortune telling 
The telling of fortunes for money requires a license from the Board of License 
Commissioners and is regulated elsewhere.  
 
Hosts – Events for which an entertainment license is not required 
Those hosting events with vendors at a location other than their regular fixed place of 
operation/business and who are not required to have an entertainment event license, 
must obtain a Greenfield vendor Show Host License from the Board of License 
Commissioners. 
 
§410-3-1 Exceptions to Greenfield vendor license requirement 
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(1) Any person selling farm products raised or produced by themselves or their family 
is not required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license.   

 
(2) Anyone who has a physical store or other fixed place of business in Greenfield and 

is operating at a temporary location for a short term is not required to obtain a 
Greenfield vendor license provided there is no zoning or other law prohibiting 
such activity.  Vending on City property or public ways will require permission 
from the City.  The City may require abutter approval for vending on public ways 
per M.G.L. c. 140 §50. 
 

(3) This ordinance does not apply to wholesalers selling to dealers, nor to commercial 
agents or others selling by sample, lists, catalogues or otherwise for future 
delivery. 
 

(4) Vendors operating under a written agreement with a promoter duly licensed per 
M.G.L. c.101 are not required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license. 
 

(5) Vendors licensed under M.G.L. c. 101 by the Division of Standards are not 
required to obtain a Greenfield vendor license, with the exception of door-to-
door solicitors who do not need a Greenfield vendor license but are required to 
obtain a Greenfield solicitation license per Greenfield ordinance Chapter 337.  
 

And other exceptions per M.G.L. c.101. 
 
 
§410-4 Vendors selling at events  
Vendors 
Vendors operating for a short term at a location for which there is a host (i.e. 
entertainment event, craft fair, store front, restaurant, etc.) are not required to have a 
Greenfield vendor license.  All vendors selling food, beverage, or other ingestibles must 
obtain all approvals and permits required by the Health Department, Fire Inspector if 
needed, or any other relevant inspectors.  Vending on City property or public ways will 
require permission from the City.  The City may require abutter approval for vending on 
public ways per M.G.L. c. 140 §50. 
 
Event organizers / hosts 
As far in advance of the event as is practicable the event organizer should submit 
information to the Board of License Commissioners regarding the date(s) and location of 
the event, and a list of all vendors who will be selling at the event.  The list should 
include the name of the business, owner/vendor name, vendor/business contact 
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information including address, phone, email, & website, and types of items being sold.  
This paragraph does not apply to promoters licensed under M.G.L. c. 101 by the Division 
of Standards. Promoters should submit a copy of their promoter license prior to their 
event.  
 
Those hosting an event with vendors at the host’s regular fixed place of 
operation/business are not required to have a vendor Show Host License but should 
submit a list of vendors as stated in the previous paragraph.  Hosts who are required to 
obtain an entertainment event license are not required to have a vendor Show Host 
License but should submit a list of vendors. 
 
Farmers’ markets 
In keeping with M.G.L. c.101 §15, anyone selling farm products raised or produced by 
themselves or their family is not required to obtain a vendor license.  Organizers of 
farmers’ markets are not required to submit a list of farmers vending at the market but 
should submit a list of vendors selling non-farm products or services.   
 
§410-54 Vendors selling at fixed places of business not owned or leased by the vendor  
Vendors selling at fixed places of business not owned or leased by the vendor (i.e. art 
galleries, antique shops, etc.) are not required to have a Greenfield vendor license.  The 
store owner should maintain a list of artists, crafters, or other vendors for a minimum of 
one year. The City reserves the right to request a copy of the list.  
 
Owners of antique and other second hand shops are required to have a junk dealer 
license per Greenfield ordinance Chapter 282.  Vendors selling merchandise in the store 
operating under the store owner’s junk dealer license are not required to have a 
Greenfield vendor license.  
 
Food trucks or other food vendors selling at an establishment for which a Common 
Victualler’s license has been issued are not required to have a Greenfield vendor license.  
All food vendors must obtain all approvals and permits required by the Health 
Department, Fire Inspector if needed, or any other relevant inspectors.  Vending on City 
property or public ways will require permission from the City.  The City may require 
abutter approval for vending on public ways per M.G.L. c. 140 §50.  
 
§410-6 Insurance 
At the discretion of the City of Greenfield, vendors operating on City-owned property or 
within the public way may be required to maintain a comprehensive liability insurance 
policy in an amount to be determined by the City for the continuance of the license.  
The policy should name the City of Greenfield as an additional insured.  This insurance 
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requirement shall not apply for vendors operating at an event for which the event 
organizer has already satisfied this condition.    
 
§410-7 License fees 
Unless otherwise set by the Board of License Commissioners, the following is the fee 
schedule for vendors and hosts who require licenses: 
 
Vendors – Vendor license 
Vendors operating 1 – 3 days in a calendar year - $10 
Vendors operating 4 – 7 days in a calendar year - $25 
Vendors operating 8 or more days in a calendar year or annually/seasonally - $75 
 
Hosts – Vendor Show Host License  
Event with 1 – 3 vendors - no fee 
Event with 4 – 10 vendors - $10 
Event with 11 – 25 vendors - $25 
Events with 26 or more vendors - $50 
The vendor Show Host License fee does not apply if a host has obtained an 
entertainment license for the event. 
 
 
Majority Vote Required 
Vote: 
Explanation of Supporting Rationale:  
 

 Memo from Chief of Staff Dani Letourneau 

 Town of Greenfield Vendor Regulations, currently in effect  
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Order no. FY 23-072 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, 

AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Appointments: 

 Commission on Disability Access - Lynne Kelley (moving from full member to alternate), Term 

Expires December 31, 2025 

 Human Rights Commission - Grady VerPlanck, Term Expires December 31, 2024 

 Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence - Katie Rosewarne (representative of Franklin 

County District Attorney’s Office designated by the FC district attorney, two-year term, per 

charter), Term Expires December 31, 2024 

 

Reappointments: 

 Board of License Commissioners - Alan Ball, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Cemetery Commission - Jeffrey Hampton, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Conservation Commission - Christin McDonough and Erika LaForme, Term Expires December 

31, 2025 

 Constables - Peter Clark and Joseph LaChance, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Council on Aging - Randie Handleman, Janice Colbert and Margot Peck, Term Expires 

December 31, 2025 

 Franklin County Tech School Committee - Paul Doran, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Historical Commission - Robert Moorhead, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence - Ilana Gerjuoy, Term Expires December 31, 

2025 

 Parking & Traffic Commission Sebastian Gutwein and Jean Wall, Term Expires December 31, 

2025 

 Planning & Construction  - Nancy Hazard, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Public Library Board of Trustees - Doris Cowdrey and Samantha Wood, Term Expires 

December 31, 2025 

 Recreation Commission - Heather Valenta (Alternate) and  Barb Zaccheo, Term Expires 

December 31, 2025 

 Retirement Board - Marianne Fiske, Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee - Hannah Rechtschaffen and Jonah Keane, 

Term Expires December 31, 2025 

 
Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the appointees but does say 

that “at least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment proposed by the Mayor” 
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ROXANN WEDEGARTNER  

Mayor 
 City Hall 

14 Court Square 

Greenfield, MA  01301 
Phone 413-772-1560   ●   Fax 413-772-1519 
mayor@greenfield-ma.gov  

www.greenfield-ma.gov 

City of 

GREENFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 

MEMO 

TO: Sheila Gilmour, City Council President 

Dan Guin, City Council Vice President 

FROM: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 

DATE: October 24, 20222 

RE: November Appointments & Reappointments to City Boards and Commissions  

 

I submit the following names for appointments and reappointments to these City Boards and 

Commissions:   
 

Appointments: 

 Lynne Kelley; Commission on Disability Access (moving from full member to alternate); 

December 31, 2025 

 Charlotte Treiber; Crossroads Cultural District; Project Duration Duplicate. 

 Grady VerPlanck; Human Rights Commission; December 31, 2024 

 Katie Rosewarne; Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence (representative of Franklin 

County District Attorney’s Office designated by the FC district attorney, two-year term, per 

charter); December 31, 2024 

 

Reappointments: 

 Alan Ball; Board of License Commissioners; December 31, 2025 

 Jeffrey Hampton; Cemetery Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Christin McDonough; Conservation Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Erika LaForme; Conservation Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Peter Clark; Constables; December 31, 2025 

 Joseph LaChance; Constables; December 31, 2025 

 Randie Handleman; Council on Aging; December 31, 2025 

 Janice Colbert; Council on Aging; December 31, 2025 

 Margot Peck; Council on Aging; December 31, 2025 

 Paul Doran; Franklin County Tech School Committee; December 31, 2025 

 Robert Moorhead; Historical Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Ilana Gerjuoy; Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence; December 31, 2025 

 Sebastian Gutwein; Parking & Traffic Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Jean Wall; Parking & Traffic Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Nancy Hazard; Planning & Construction; December 31, 2025 
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 Doris Cowdrey; Public Library Board of Trustees; December 31, 2025 

 Samantha Wood; Public Library Board of Trustees; December 31, 2025 

 Heather Valenta; Recreation Commission (alternate); December 31, 2025 

 Barb Zaccheo; Recreation Commission; December 31, 2025 

 Marianne Fiske; Retirement Board; December 31, 2025 

 Hannah Rechtschaffen; Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee; December 31, 2025 

 Jonah Keane; Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee; December 31, 2025 

 

 

 
Mayor Roxann Wedegartner 
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City Council – First Reading- November 16, 2022 

 
 Repurpose $67,060.51 from School Department Capital Accounts for School Phone System. 

 Appropriate $100,000 from Free Cash to Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
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      Order no. FY 23-067  

Financial Order     

 

CITY of GREENFIELD  

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

Upon recommendation of Mayor Wedegartner and in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws, 

 

An Order to: 

 

Repurpose $67,060.51 for School Phone System 

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
That the Greenfield City Council approves repurposing in the amount $67,060.51 of  

previously authorized School Department Capital accounts listed below to fund a 

telephone system upgrade and replacement. 

 

 

ACCOUNT                      DESCRIPTION   AMOUNT  
40173980.5825 

 
 SchBathroo 

 
20,953.00   

40173980.5826 
 

 SchDoors 
 

7,295.50 
40183980.5841 

 
 ElemFence 

 
22,996.00 

40183980.5820 
 

 ElemFloor 
 

597.60 
40183980.5840 

 
 NewtonStai 

 
4.48 

40233980.5858 
 

 Desktops 
 

1.06 
40193980.5840 

 
 AuditLight 

 
15,212.87 

  

 

   

  

 Total 
 

67,060.51 
 

Majority Vote Required (7). 
 

Attachments 

 
Attachments: GPS Superintendent’s Memo 
    Kari’s Law and Quotes 
    Munis Report 
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Order no. FY 23-074 

 

CITY  COUNCIL ORDER 

CITY OF GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  
Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  
Upon recommendation of  Mayor Wedegartner 
 
 

An Order 
To appropriate from Free Cash in the amount of  $100,000 to Contract 

Stabilization 
 

Ordered, that: 
 
The Greenfield City Council appropriate the sum of $100,000 from Free Cash to the 
Contract Stabilization Fund 8403. 
 
 
Majority vote required (7) 
 VOTE: 
 
 
Contract Stabilization Balance: $170.779.82 (there is a pending financial order for a transfer into 
contract stabilization of $200,000). 
 
 

Rationale:  Since the Police Audit was not passed by City Council, the Mayor is 
submitting an additional $100,000 to Contract Stabilization. 
 
The prior financial order submitted to replenish general stabilization (police audit) 
from free cash may be voted down or tabled. 

 


