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By MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — When
the Planning Board finalized
its master plan in 2014, it was
with the idea that “the down-
town was the engine,” Mayor
Roxann Wedegartner said.

The city’s downtown, she
said, is “the thing that makes
Greenfield wonderful, and it
has a role to play in housing,
transportation, every aspect of
Greenfield.”

On Thursday, the Sustain-
able Greenfield Implementa-
tion Committee — which was
tasked with implementing the
master plan after the Planning
Board’s work was complete —
was joined by local business
owners, elected officials and
artists in sharing progress on
the master plan over the last
five years and ideas for the fu-
ture during “Deliberate Down-
town: Growing by Design.”

Wedegartner, who spoke
about her previous role on the
Planning Board, said much
like the title of the event, held
at the Hawks & Reed Perform-
ing Arts Center, the master
plan was “very deliberate.”

“This celebration of the
five-year mark is a testimony
to that plan, not just the mas-

ter plan, but the plan to make
sure it was a living document,”
she explained. “We still have a
lot to do. The implementation
section is in the back so we’ve
got several more years, five,
that we can spend looking at
the other things.”

Following Wedegartner’s
speech, the panelists intro-
duced themselves and spoke
about their respective posi-
tions in Greenfield, and audi-
ence members were able to
ask questions.

Greenfield Business Asso-
ciation President and Baker
Office Supply owner Bill Baker
spoke about both of his “hats.”
He read the association’s mis-
sion statement and spoke to
the group’s intentions before
sharing his views on down-
town as a business owner.

“As an organization, we’re
trying to foster and build our
whole community because if
we want to move forward, we
have to move forward the
business community, the resi-
dential community, the arts
and entertainment commu-
nity, and city government,”
Baker explained. “We all need
to focus and come together to
energize downtown.”

Jeff Sauser, co-founder of
Greenspace CoWork, said he

is impressed that a master
plan could inspire so many
people to come to an event.
Sauser said he also works as
an urban planner, and through
each of his “lenses” —  profes-
sional, personal and business
— he finds a few factors im-
portant to downtown.

“It’s fundamentally to at-
tract and retain talent, work-
force development, families
and creatives,” Sauser said.
“As Roxann said, downtown is
the engine that drives these
things. It’s not the only thing
that contributes, but it’s a
huge factor. We have a great
downtown. Also in combina-
tion with the quality down-
town, we need to foster en-
trepreneurship and creativity,
and leverage some of the built-
in advantages we have here.”

Owner of Greenfield
Gallery and co-organizer of
the Progress Partnership,
Rachael Katz, spoke about
The Hive makerspace, set to
open at 156 Main St. in spring
of 2021, and its potential.

“As a makerspace it’s com-
pletely open. You can make
whatever you dream of. We’re
going to have the high-tech
stuff, we’re going to serve as a
pipeline for local businesses,
we’ll be interfacing with the

high schools to get training for
people, we’ll work with theater
people,” Katz said. “Really
across the board when you
add that into this emerging
ecosystem we have here ...
now you’ve got all the pieces.”

Chair of the Business and

Information Technology De-
partment at Greenfield Com-
munity College, Michelle
Barthelemy, emphasized that
the college’s success spells
success for Greenfield.

“When we came up with the
ideation center, the intent was

not to work in a silo but to
bring everyone in the commu-
nity together to support young
entrepreneurs who are com-
ing out of GCC,” Barthelemy
explained. “The ideation cen-

‘Deliberate Downtown’ panel shares successes
GREENFIELD
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Jeff Sauser, co-founder of Greenspace CoWork, speaks during the “Deliberate Downtown:
Growing by Design” panel discussion at Hawks & Reed Performing Arts Center on Thursday
night in Greenfield.
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By MELINA BOURDEAU
Staff Writer

MONTAGUE — To learn
new information on weapons
used in the May 19, 1676, Bat-
tle of Great Falls/Wissantin-
newag-Peskeomskut, a small
crowd turned out to the “New
Field Research 2019” presen-
tation and panel discussion at
Turners Falls High School on
T h u r s d a y.

David Brule, the project co-
ordinator of the National Park
Service battlefield study at
Wi s s a n t i n n e w a g - Pe s k e o m -
skut, said researchers looked
at a 7-mile stretch of land from
the Nash’s Mill area in Green-
field down toward Deerfield.
This year is the sixth year, and
third phase, of the grant,
which has studied the event of
May 19, 1676, the Battle of
Great Falls/Wissantinnewag-
Peskeomskut that took place
during King Philip’s War.

The Battlefield Grant Advi-
sory Board — composed of the
Aquinnah Wampanoag, the
Chaubunagungamaug Band of
Nipmuck Indians, the Elnu
Abenaki and the Narragansett
Indian Tribe, as well as histori-
cal commissioners from Mon-
tague, Greenfield, Gill, North-
field and Deerfield — have
been meeting monthly over
the past five years, coordinat-
ing this study of the complex
massacre and counter-attack
that has marked the region
over the subsequent cen-
turies.

David Naumec of the Uni-
versity of Connecticut’s re-
search team, who has been
working on the study for the
past six years, gave a presen-
tation about the study, meth-
ods and findings. Naumec said
the first phase was research
to find where historical sites
may be, then fieldwork, filing
associated reports, followed

by interpretation and educa-
tion.

There are still some areas
that the researchers were not
able to get to,
and would be
the subject for
the next round
of grant fund-
ing.

“In our re-
port, we tried
to go well be-
yond who was
where, farm-
ing what, the
ebb and flow
of the battle,”
Naumec said.
“The nice
thing about
these battle
research pro-
jects and hav-
ing tribal colleagues to work
with is that we can dive
deeper into this war and
place the battle of Great

Falls in a larger context.”
Some of the new findings

from the battle study included
“the unique ability to make

some real
statements
based on data
on musket
balls.” Using
data from the
musket ball
sizes as well
as other infor-
mation,
Naumec said
the re-
searchers
were able to
deduce what
types of
firearms each
group was us-
ing.

“In the
gap, there’s a ton of (small-cal-
iber) shot being used. That’s
one of our greatest examples
of a control group,” Naumec

said. “Because 90 percent of
the gunfire in that area is from
native troops firing at fleeing
English. If that’s so, we look at
that for patterns.”

He said the researchers
are finding out what size gun
was being used based on the
artifacts, primarily musket
balls, that were found in a cer-
tain area.

Unearthing Native
American history

Following the talk, a group
of local historians presented a
panel discussion titled
“Emerging Stories of This
L and.” Panelists included Liz
Coldwind Santana Kiser of the
Chaubunagungamaug Band of
Nipmuck Indians, Chief Roger
Longtoe Sheehan of Elnu
Abenaki, local historian Gary
Sanderson (also former sports
editor at the Greenfield
Recorder) and Joe Graveline

of the Northfield Historical
Commission.

Touching on her hopes of
the future of the study, Kiser
said she wants Native Ameri-
can history to be told.

“I teach my grandchildren
to know our history and they
know about up here. I go back
to my tribe and I talk about it,”
she said. “I think it is time for
us to have our history put into
the schools so everyone knows
what happened here. Bad
things happened here, we
know. I think what they’re do-
ing here is really important
because it’s opening up doors
and eyes that have never been
before.”

Graveline recounted how
his aunt told him about their
family ’s indigenous lineage,
but that it was a subject that
w a s n’t discussed publicly.

“(My aunt) said my grand-

Researchers share new info on weapons in Great Falls battle
MON TAGUE

SEE BAT TLE A5

I think it is
time for us to have
our history put into
the schools so
everyone knows
what happened
h e re.”

LIZ COLDWIND SANTANA KISER
Chaubunagungamaug Band

of Nipmuck Indians
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A shfield
“Healthy Bones and Bal-

ance” Thursdays, 9:30 a.m., St.
J o h n’s corner. Free. For more in-
formation, call 413-625-2502.

At hol
Take Off Pounds Sensibly

(TOPS): Meets Thursdays at 5:45
p.m. at Athol Memorial Hospital,
2033 Main St. Attendees should
use the main entrance and turn
left to the conference room on the
right. Visitors to a TOPS chapter
are welcome to attend their first
meeting free. Membership is $32 a
year plus nominal chapter fees.
Harvey Laprade has been named
the new chapter leader. To find an-
other local chapter, visit tops.org
or call 800-932-8677.

Gr eenf ield
Photographer Program:

“Finding My Valley: A Search for
Connection and Meaning in the Pi-
oneer Valley Landscape” with
Michael Zide. Thursday, 7 p.m. at
Greenfield Community College’s
main building, 1 College Drive.
Zide has created a body of work
that has been featured interna-
tionally and in galleries from New
York City to Los Angeles. Regis-
tration can be done via the GCC
website, but it is likely seats will be
available for walk-ins. Free.

Mindfulness Meditation
Classes: “Meditation, It’s Not
What You Think,” Tuesdays, 4 to 5
p.m. at The Body Shoppe/Orthope-
dic Physical Therapy, 306 High St.
Ongoing six-week courses, walk-

ins welcome. All levels can partici-
pate. Chairs and cushions pro-
vided; $5 fee for class. 413-774-2138
thebodyshoppe.org.

Greenfield Senior Center, 35
Pleasant St.: The Food Bank’s
brown bag food distribution for
qualifying seniors will be Thurs-
day from 10 to 11 a.m. at the cen-
ter. Qigong and seated yoga regis-
trations this week. Classes begin
March 10 and 11. Stop by or call
413-772-1517, ext. 0 for more infor-
mation. Specialized telephones:
Thursday from 9 to 11 a.m. Spe-
cialized landline and cellular
phones are available for people
with disabilities. Discover if you
qualify for a free or subsidized
cost phone. Learn about the differ-
ent specialized options available,
and pick up an application. Drop-
in. Open to the public. With Mar-
guerite Szczawinski, Mas-
sachusetts Equipment Distribu-
tion Program field advisor. Fund-
ing provided in part by a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant.

Building Bridges Veterans
Initiative will offer free weekly
veterans lunches Thursdays from
noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Greenfield
Elks Lodge, 2 Church St. Building
Bridges is a veterans initiative of
the Episcopal Diocese of Western
Mass. buildingbridgeswma.com.

Greenfield Moose Family
Center: A pasta meal is served
Wednesday, 6 p.m., at the center.
The cost is $8. Open to members
and guests. A line dance is at 7.

Gamblers Anonymous: If you
have a gambling problem, there
are local resources available. For

more information, call Bob at 413-
325-1389 or Terry at 413-237-6546.
There is also a hotline available by
calling 855-222-5542.

Franklin County Cadet
Squadron (CAP) Seeks Re-
cr uits: Meets Thursdays, 6:45 to 9
p.m. Greenfield Teen Center,
Sanderson Street. CAP is seeking
new recruits, ages 12 to 18. If in-
terested, call Maj. Gary Longley at
413-773-9331.

Al-Anon — Struggles for Inti-
macy: Thursday, 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.,
The RECOVER Project, 68 Fed-
eral St. Anyone who feels her/his
life has been affected by close con-
tact with a problem drinker is eli-
gible for membership in Al-Anon
or Alateen. Al-Anon is online at al-
anon.org.

Nor thfield
Ongoing Yoga for Ages 60 and

Up: Mats and props provided.
Drop in anytime Thursdays, 9:30
to 10:30 a.m., at Town Hall, 69 Main
St., second floor. Elevator avail-
able at ground level; parking at
rear of building. Donations appre-
ciated but not required. Donations
are used for equipment and addi-
tional exercise sessions. Simple
seated and standing yoga pos-
tures, breathing exercises, relax-
ation and concentration tech-
niques. Accessible to men and
women with any amount of flexi-
bility and yoga experience.
Funded by grants from the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts Title
III grant administered by
LifePath, and Executive Office of
Elder Affairs (EOEA).

Shelbur ne
Tai Chi led by Lois Bascom

runs every Thursday morning
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. at the Senior
Center. Easy forms and repetition.
Good for improving balance and
s t a b i l i t y.

Shutesbur y
Village Neighbors Vo l u n t e e r

Orientation will be Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. at Shutesbury Town Hall.
Village Neighbors is a rural com-
munity of neighbors in Leverett,
New Salem, Shutesbury and Wen-
dell helping aging adults lead in-
dependent and engaged lives at
home. Fill out an application,
learn about the organization and
find out about the wide range of
volunteer activities to choose
from. Bring identification, a Social
Security number and contact in-
formation for two character refer-
ences, and if you choose to offer
rides to members, bring your
driver ’s license and a copy of the
Coverage Selections page of your
auto insurance. RSVP by emailing
volunteers@villageneighbors.org.
413-345-6894.

Turners Falls
A Low-Cost Yoga class will be

offered for seniors (55 and older)
Thursdays, 4 to 5 p.m. at the Gill-
Montague Senior Center, 62 Fifth
St. Andrea Chesnes will offer gen-
tle mat yoga stretches, yoga
breathing techniques and deep re-
laxation. Seniors from all towns,
including beginners, are welcome.
A $1 donation is requested. For

more information, call 413-863-
4500.

Emergency Basic Needs Pro-
gram: This is a program of Mon-
tague Catholic Social Ministries
and is open Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to
noon, for resources and referrals.
If you have questions or want to
make an appointment, call Mary
at 413-863-4804, ext. 1002, or email
BasicNeeds@mcsmcommu-
nity.org. To access Emergency Ba-
sic Needs, buzz No. 103 at the
Moltenbrey entrance on Third
Street.

Playgroup: A program of Mon-
tague Catholic Social Ministries
meets Wednesdays and Fridays,
9:30 a.m. to noon, 78 Avenue A.
This informal, drop-in playgroup
for parents, caregivers and chil-
dren younger than 8 offers music,
movement and other early literacy
activities, a children’s clothing ex-
change and a parent resource
lending library. For more informa-
tion, contact Mary King at 413-863-
4804, ext. 1005 or email
mar y.king@gmrsd.com.

Reg i o n a l
Retired and Senior Volunteer

Pr o g r a m helps adults who are
ages 55 and older find meaningful
local volunteer opportunities.
Share your lifetime of experience,
meet new friends and help non-
profits in your community who de-
pend on volunteer assistance, like
volunteer drivers. If you have two
hours weekly, a dependable vehi-
cle and want to make a difference,
contact Pat Sicard, RSVP volun-
teer manager, at 413-387-4558, ext.

1 or psicard@hcg-ma.org.
Free Hearing Screenings:

Baystate Rehabilitation Care, 48
Sanderson St., Greenfield. For an
appointment, call 413-773-2227.

Information and Caregiver
Resource Center (ICRC) at
L i f e Pa t h : ICRC at LifePath has
answers to all your questions
about elder services/caregiver
support. LifePath resource con-
sultants are experts in finding the
information you need to solve any
problem. Contact ICRC at
LifePath at 413-773-5555 or 978-
544-2259.

Free Mediation: L andlords/
tenants can save money and time
using free eviction prevention me-
diation services. The Mediation &
Training Collaborative is offering
mediation at no cost to help re-
solve housing-related problems
before they go to court. For more
information, call 413-475-1504 or
413-475-1503.

Breastfeeding Support
Group: Meets Wednesdays, 11
a.m. to noon, Obstetrics Class-
room, third floor of Baystate
Franklin Medical Center. Led by
Suzanne Stoneham. The group is
for mothers who are breastfeed-
ing infants (moms are welcome to
bring their infants). For more in-
formation, call the Birth Place at
BFMC at 413-773-2359.

Submit items to Talk of the
Towns: https://
w w w. re c o r d e r. c o m / R e a d e r- S e r -
vices/Contribute/Submit-to -Talk-
o f- t h e -To w n

TALK OF THE TOWNS

By MAX MARCUS
Staff Writer

MONTAGUE — Looking at
Brian Poirier’s olive green
sash, it looks like he couldn’t
squeeze another badge on it if
he wanted to.

Becoming an Eagle Scout
takes 21 merit badges. Poirier,
the first member of Mon-
tague’s Boy Scout Troop 6 to
become an Eagle Scout in at
least a decade, has 70 badges.

“I like to have them,”
Poirier said on Sunday, when a
pinning ceremony was held
for him at the Montague Elks
Lodge. “There are so many
skills you can learn. Every
merit badge offers different
skills to have.”

Each badge signifies the
completion of a different chal-
lenge. Some of them are fairly
common badges among
scouts, Poirier said, like camp-
ing, swimming and first aid.
Others are more specialized,
so that the Scout can tailor his

experience to his own inter-
ests. Poirier’s badges include
certifications in veterinary
medicine and art.

The Eagle rank is the sev-
enth and highest rank of a Boy
Scout. Only about 6 percent of
Boy Scouts ever become Ea-
gle Scouts, according to Troop
6 Scoutmaster Norman
Emond Jr.

Poirier, now 18, has been a
Boy Scout since he was 8. In
December 2017, he reached
the rank of a Life Scout, the
last rank before Eagle Scout.
Right away, he began working
on his Eagle Scout certifica-
tion.

Apart from the required
merit badges, becoming an
Eagle Scout also involves de-
signing and coordinating a rel-
atively large-scale community
service project. In Poirier’s
case, it took about a year and
a half.

For his project, Poirier
built a Gaga ball pit at
Sheffield Elementary School

in Turners Falls. Gaga ball is a
dodgeball-like game that
Poirier said he learned about
at summer camp, and that has
become popular at schools. It
is played in a fenced-in circu-
lar area.

“We didn’t have one in the
community, so I figured it
would be good to add one,”
Poirier said.

He managed every stage of
the design. In choosing the
material for the fence, he had
to find wood that would not
splinter, for safety reasons,
but that also was not treated
with potentially dangerous
chemicals, he said. He figured
out how much material he
would need, then raised
money by asking family and
friends for donations. It came
to about $300, he said. Once he
got the wood, his high school
science teacher helped him to
use machines to smooth it, he
said.

In August, friends and fam-
ily volunteered to do the con-

struction work, which took
about three days, Poirier said.

Troop 6 was relatively dor-
mant for several years before
Poirier ’s age group became
involved, and has not pro-
duced an Eagle Scout in at
least 10 years, Emond said.
Now there are 16 boys in the
troop, ranging in age from 10
to 17. Three of them are on
track to likely become Eagle
Scouts, he said.

Emond, who was in Troop 6
himself in the 1980s, when he
was growing up in Montague,
said interest in scouting
seems to be at a relatively
high point now, both on the
part of the Scouts themselves
and the adults who volunteer
to coordinate activities.

“It cycles around,” Emond
said. “I think more kids are
turning around and going
back to scouting.”

Although an Eagle Scout
can still achieve special hon-
ors as a Scout, there is no
room to advance past the Ea-

gle Scout rank, Emond said.
And, past the age of 18, Poirier
i s n’t eligible for that anymore.
Poirier said that for the fore-
seeable future, he wants to
have some leadership role in
his troop.

“It’s kind of sad, but it’s
not,” Poirier said. “I have the
option of becoming a leader.”

Reach Max Marcus at mmar-
cus@recorder.com or 413-930-
4231.

Troop 6 has first Eagle Scout in at least a decade
MON TAGUE

STAFF PHOTO/MAX MARCUS
Brian Poirier, the first Eagle Scout from Boy Scout Troop 6 of
Montague in at least 10 years, at right, displays his community
service project with Troop 6 Scoutmaster Norman Emond Jr.

By DOMENIC POLI
Staff Writer

TURNERS FALLS — Au -
thorities are investigating af-
ter near-identical patterns
were found carved into glass
windows of at least 23 store-
fronts in downtown Turners
Falls over the weekend.

Police reportedly called the
owners of the affected busi-
nesses Sunday morning after
the damage was discovered. A
couple of people called police
to report the vandalism, which
is believed to have taken place
the previous night.

According to the Montague
Police Department’s call log,
the vandalism stretched from
the Food City plaza to the
Turners Falls-Gill Bridge. Det.
Sgt. Joshua Hoffman is lead-
ing the investigation.

Dennis Booska Jr., owner of
Booska’s Flooring on Avenue
A, said the police contacted

him about the vandalism. He
said he called the building’s
landlord, Paul Desilets, of Vir-
ginia, who told him he would
contact Greenfield Glass to
determine if the damage can
be “buffed out.” Booska, how-

ever, thinks the vandalism is
carved too deep into the glass
to be repaired.

Reach Domenic Poli at:
dpoli@recorder.com or 413-
772-0261, ext. 262.

Montague police investigating
rash of glass vandalism

TURNERS FALLS

 STAFF PHOTO/DOMENIC POLI
At least 23 storefronts in downtown Turners Falls were
vandalized over the weekend.

ter, the entrepreneurship cen-
ter, the cafe lab — this is not
just the student space, this is
all your space, and we hope to
see you there.”

Co-creator of Greenfield’s
Downtown Neighborhood As-
sociation and City Council
Vice President Otis Wheeler

said he’s worked to create
change aligning with the mas-
ter plan, including voting for a
new library and proposing
changes to zoning.

“(The Downtown Neigh-
borhood Association) has tried
to act as a booster for the
downtown to organize
cleanups,” Wheeler said. “My
feeling about downtown is that
one of the things that needs to
happen in order to make this
place thrive is we need to grow

the population a little bit. We
need to provide not only the af-
fordable housing that is
needed, but also housing of all
types. People are being priced
out of Amherst and Northamp-
ton, and if we can capture
some of that demand, we can
make a downtown that really
thrives.”

Reach Melina Bourdeau at
mbourdeau@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 263.
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D ow n tow n
mother was a full-blooded
Abenaki woman, but we could
never speak of this anywhere
outside of the family and we
could never talk about it as
adults,” he explained. Still,
she told him, “‘I want you to
take this information, and I
want you to honor that and
take it with you.’”

Graveline said he’d later
understand why his family
d i d n’t discuss their heritage,
after he learned about eugen-
ics that involved sterilizing in-
digenous women.

Sheehan spoke about why

indigenous people continue
to “return to their old
haunts.”

“We know where those
burial sites are, or at least we
did, but we lost a lot of that
stuff,” he said. “What we’re do-
ing right now is regaining that
knowledge and coming back to
these places.”

Future study
A consortium of historic

commissions from five neigh-
boring towns and three tribal
historic preservation offices
have partnered with the town
of Montague and the National
Park Service Battlefield Pro-
tection Program to conduct a
comprehensive study of the
extent and context of the 1676

battle that was a turning
point in the King Philip’s
Wa r.

An additional purpose is to
engage local officials,
landowners and the inter-
ested public in an effort to lo-
cate and encourage the pro-
tection of the battlefield.

The project stems from a
2004 reconciliation ceremony
between the Montague Se-
lectboard and several tribal
dignitaries to commence a
healing process that involves
an exchange of actions to pro-
mote understanding about
and between cultures.

Reach Melina Bourdeau at
m b o u r d e a u @ re c o r d e r. c o m
or 413-772-0261, ext. 263.

STAFF PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
David Naumec, of the University of Connecticut’s research team, speaks during the “N ew
Field Research 2019” forum hosted by the Battlefield Grant Advisory Committee on
Thursday evening at Turners Falls High School.
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