
Hunters Farm Special Service Area Information 

Date: December 9, 2022 

Per the request of residents in Hunter’s Farm, Village staff has compiled information regarding the Hunters 
Farm Special Service Area and its financial obligations. 

Hunters Farm Special Service Area was created via Ordinance 2000-16 on February 17, 2000, pursuant to 
Ordinance  1999-38 “An Ordinance Proposing the Establishment of Hunters Farm Special Service Area of 
the Village of Fox River Grove, Lake and McHenry Counties”, and pursuant to a public hearing held 
December 16, 1999.  Notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Northwest Herald on November 
27, 1999.   

Following the Public Hearing held December 16, 1999, it was deemed in the best interest of the Hunters 
Farm Special Service Area that the area be provided with special municipal services consisting of the 
management of storm water which directly affects the Area, including:  

(1) the cleaning and dredging of detention and retention ponds and basins, drainage swales and
ditches;

(2) maintenance and care of lands surrounding the detention and retention ponds and basins,
drainage swales and ditches;

(3) maintenance, repair, and replacement of storm sewers, drain tile, pipes and other conduit, and
appurtenant structures;

(4) care, maintenance and restoration of wetland areas, including, but not limited to, and bicycle
paths and walkways located in the wetland areas;

(5) repair, maintenance and replacement of monument signs, fences and lights at the subdivision
entrances.

Examples of some of the capital projects on which funds have been expended for these purposes in recent 
years include: $6,000 on detention pond maintenance (2018), $5,209 on bike path resurfacing (2016), and 
$17,200 on entryway sign lighting (2016). 

In order to pay the costs for these special services, the Village is authorized to levy a direct annual tax not 
to exceed 1.5% of the equalized assessed value of all taxable property in Hunters Farm.  This tax may be 
levied indefinitely as long as the Hunters Farm Special Service Area is in existence and at least one of the 
above services is provided. 

Beginning in 2003, the Village has levied a tax on the Hunters Farm Special Service Area to cover the cost 
of these services.  The tax levy in 2020 (taxes received in 2021), was $14,000. In 2021 (taxes received in 
2022), the tax levy was $7,000 as a result of the Village Board cutting all the residential special service 
area levies in half while it evaluated the adoption of a funding policy. 



 

In early 2022, the Board adopted a funding policy under which the Village would attempt to build and 
maintain balance to cover all anticipated capital and operating expenses in each special service area, and 
ensure two years’ operating expenses minimum in fund balance in each SSA.  In order to save residents 
money, the Board eliminated a previous practice under which the special service areas reimbursed the 
Village’s general fund for staff labor in each area.  While staff continues to perform wetland inspections 
and other miscellaneous maintenance, funds are not expended from the special service areas to cover 
these costs. 

The Village’s approach to funding residential SSAs like Hunters Farm is designed to build balances to meet 
future capital needs based on a reasonable set of assumptions.  The estimate in the case of dredging is 
based on direct feedback from a contractor in the business of dredging / stormwater pond sediment 
removal.  In 2018, the contractor advised that the pond was not ready for sediment removal at that time.  
Attached is the proposal from the contractor.  While estimates for how frequently dredging needs to be 
performed vary, the longer estimates are around thirty (30) years—the exact frequency the Village uses 
in its financial projections for when the 2029 dredging would occur for ponds installed in 1999.  The 
proposed 2022 levy (taxes received in 2023) is in line with the special service area funding policy adopted 
in 2022, and would prevent the necessity of a significantly larger special service area levy in a future year 
if adequate funding is not raised.   

Attached is a summary of the projected cash flows for the Hunters Farm Special Service Area for the next 
ten (10) years, as well as a detailed forecast of projected expenses. 

Major expected capital costs in the next ten (10) years in the Hunters Farm Special Service Area include: 
replacement of the monument signs (estimated cost of $7,800) in 2027, and dredging two detention 
ponds (estimated cost $97,900) in 2029.  Annual operating expenses of $6,800 in 2023 are expected to 
continue to rise with inflation. 

As in all cases involving Village finances, staff and consultants will evaluate the need and costs for these 
projects as they get closer.  In the event they could be delayed, projected levy amounts in the attached 
materials could be reduced as the demand for these funds is less immediate.  It is also possible that 
increased estimates could necessitate higher levies in the future. 

Should you have any questions after reviewing these materials, please feel free to contact staff. 

Thank you. 











Hunters Farm SSA Projected Cash Flow

Hunters Farm Starting Balance

2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31 2031/32 2032/33
Revenues $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $23,500.00 $14,000.00 $14,000.00 $14,000.00
Expenses $8,300.00 $6,938.00 $24,476.76 $7,216.30 $15,156.62 $9,348.00 $105,400.00 $7,600.00 $7,752.00 $7,907.04
Net $15,200.00 $16,562.00 ($976.76) $16,283.70 $8,343.38 $14,152.00 ($81,900.00) $6,400.00 $6,248.00 $6,092.96

FYE Balance $24,370.00 $39,570.00 $56,132.00 $55,155.24 $71,438.94 $79,782.32 $93,934.32 $12,034.32 $18,434.32 $24,682.32 $30,775.28



Hunters Farm SSA Expense Forecast

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2033 2036 2038 2042 Grand Total

HF 8,300$         6,938$         24,477$       7,216$         15,157$       1,800$         97,900$       1,900$         7,700$         2,100$         57,900$       231,388$     

Capital 1,500$         17,400$       7,800$         1,800$         97,900$       1,900$         7,700$         2,100$         57,900$       196,000$     

Bike Path Resurface 17,400$       17,400$       

Bike Path Seal 400$            400$            400$            1,200$         

Connector Path Resurface 7,700$         7,700$         

Connector Path Seal 1,300$         1,400$         1,500$         1,700$         5,900$         

Detention Pond #1 Dredging (Pumping) 63,000$       63,000$       

Detention Pond #2 Dredging (Pumping) 34,900$       34,900$       

Detention Pond #4 Dredging (Excavation) 57,900$       57,900$       

Monument Signs 7,800$         7,800$         

Sign Light Repairs 200$            200$            

Operating 6,800$         6,938$         7,077$         7,216$         7,357$         35,388$       

Electric 200$            204$            208$            212$            216$            1,041$         

Landscape Maintenance 4,900$         5,000$         5,100$         5,200$         5,300$         25,500$       

Miscellaneous Materials 1,700$         1,734$         1,769$         1,804$         1,840$         8,847$         
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