CITY OF EVART
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
August 9, 2022 @ 7:30PM
Community Room at the Depot, 200 S. Main Street

Mayor Chris Emerick called the meeting to order at 7:30pm, then led the assembly in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Present (via roll call): Sean Duffy, Dan Elliott, Chris Emerick, Matt Hildebrand, Sandra Szeliga

Present (staff): City Manager Pepper Lockhart, Finance Director/Treasurer Jennie Duncan,
Downtown Development Authority Director Todd Bruggema, Downtown Development Authority,
Chief of Police John Beam, Lead Water/Wastewater Operator Patrick Muczynski, Water/
Wastewater Laborer Adam Zinger, DPW Executivé Assistant Chris Mulkerns

Absent (staff): City Clerk Kathy Fiebig

Guests: Kevin Beemer, Don Dunoan

Citizens’ Comments: Kevin Beemer, owner of BeemerAdult Care Busmess located at 502 W.
Fifth St, suggested that city office staff shou d understand what they can and cannot authorize
regarding zoning issues and.felt that having to wait for planning commission meetings is a
problem. Also felt that all ‘off uld be cross trained. Mr. Beemer also questioned what
the police millage funds supj . ‘made.comments about the weeds growing in the
gutters of the city’s streets. Suggested a community reinvestment funding mechanism.

Approval of A nda L
Motion by Mayor Emerick to approve the agenda with the addition of Item F - O’ Rellly Slte Plan
approval arld removal of the Fe

inutes — July 26 2022 with the correction to Finance Director

he is starting on the Fire Department audit’ not report.

119,892.63

yrand to approve the consent agenda as presented. Support by Mayor
3d with all in favor.

B. Vendor's
Motion by Mr.
Emerick. Motion p

Unfinished Business.":

New Business

C. Department of Public Works (DPW) Director

Ms. Lockhart noted that the contract had previously been sent to Labor Relations and the City
Attorney prior to negotiating with Mr. Duncan. She also noted that Mr. Duncan brings 20 years
management experience to this position. She asked for approval of the contract which amounts
to a 3% increase each year. The start date will be August 22nd. She pointed out that Mr.
Duncan did come to the meeting tonight in case there were any questions. Mr. Duffy
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commented that he heard that Mr. Duncan had pursued some additional training in regard to
public works prior to being hired.

Mr. Duncan commented that he has lived here all his life and agreed with earlier citizen
comment. The cosmetic issues around the city are important. He stated he would like to see
more community involvement from the citizens we all work for, and he would like to learn from
other communities like Evart, to see how they manage these issues. He is looking forward to
working towards making the city better. Motion by Mr. Duffy to approve the DPW Director
contract as presented. Support by Mr. Elliott. Motion passed with all in favor.

D. Water/Sewer Rates

Ms. Duncan stated that the proposed water rate increase wotlild be 17 cents per 1,000 gallons
not 23 cents. The water rate increase, if approved would be 3,5%. and the sewer rate would be
an increase of 2%. The 5/8” to 1” Water Ready to Serve fee would lrgcrease to $6.96, with no
increase to the Sewer Ready to Serve fee. She commented that a fam lly of 4 would sge.an
increase of roughly $3.00 a month on the averagé 7,500 gallon bill. 'uffy asked If there was
an idea of anticipated revenue from this increase. Mr. Hil ' .
annual revenue increase ($3 x 600 x 12 mos). Ms. Duncan stated. that the FY 2&22!2023
budget was based on this increase in fees. Motion by Mr. Elli ) approve the rate increase as
presented, noting that he did not wantfto go back to the tuation the city was in a few years
ago. Ms. Duncan requested he include the resolution in his motion. Mr. Elliott amended his
motion to approve Resolution 2022-12. Suppert by Mr. Hildebrand. Mr. Elliott, Mr. Hildebrand,
and Ms. Szeliga voted aye. Mr. Duffy and Mayor Emerick were opposed, none were absent,
and none abstained. Motlén -

E. Aerators B
Ms. Lockhart commenisd that inApril 2021, the City applied for a CDGB grant that included the
\for the grant OHM advised against including aerators in the second
issed purchasi ng the aerators outside of that grant. She noted that
' is budget year for this type of purchase. She also
installation. Ms. Lockhart commented that even if
it will take some time to get them, due to supply issues,

when the quotes a de available.

F. O'Reilly Site Plan
Ms. Lockhart informed Council that the Planning Committee met on Monday, August 8" with
O’Reilly representatives attending via Zoom. The planning commission had a lot of questions of
the O’Reilly group. Planning Commission recommends that Council approve the site plan
contingent upon the inclusion of sidewalks. Pepper noted that City Ordinance allows the council
to make businesses put in a sidewalk in their plan if it is a well-travelled area. There was
discussion about safety due to the shared driveway with Family Dollar, ordinances regarding
sidewalks that maybe got missed when Family Dollar went in. There was also discussion
regarding delivery trucks ingress and egress. Councilman Duffy wanted to make sure that
O’Reilly’s comply with the barrier free width on the sidewalks. Motion by Mayor Emerick to
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approve the site plan contingent upon the inclusion of sidewalks. Support by Mr. Hildebrand.
Motion passed with all in favor.

Department/Informational Reports
G. Accounts Payable Report (July 27, 2022 — August 9, 2022)
H. Payroll Reports (July 27, 2022 — August 9, 2022)

City Attorney Report/Comment:
Mr. White worked on contractual issues and HR issues this month. Also announced that an
appeals board is in place (3 people agreed to be on the board) for City building/zoning matters.
City Clerk Report/Comment:

None

City Manager Report/Comment: L

Ms. Lockhart is working on the CDBG grant, currently due Fnday;and met with OHM today
Finance Director Report/Comment: ' &
Ongoing Pollce Unlon contract meetlngs W|th another one on Thursda

absentee ballots). Laptops for council did come i
up. Fire Department audit is still ongoing. A
Department of Public Works ReporﬂComment
None.

Police Department ReporUComment

Mr. Hyden is in week one of the academy C?uef noted

I. Board of Review —July 19 -2022
J. Amar Corrective A ﬂState

‘behalf: Making some progress on the way finding
starting with-— Michigan Main Street grant opportunity.

Evart Area Fire
K. Minutes — Ju

Evart Housing Commission: None.
Citizens’ Comments: None.

Motion by Mayor Emerick to adjourn. Support by Mr. Hildebrand. Motion passed with all in
favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

oo Y hudooine

Chris Mulkerns, DPW Executive Assistant
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