Touring E_dgccomkc ~5¢cing What Youve Been Missing

Pri ncevi"e, NC

Princeville is the oldest town ir\corPoratcd by African-
Americans in the ( Jnited States. Sc’ctlcc{just after the
Civil Warin 1865, it was originally called [Freedom [Hill
by the freed slaves who created a new life there. T he site

of the sctt]cment, which is on the banks of the T arKiver, was chosen because it had been the

site of a (nion Armg out-post camp.

T urner Prince, born a slave in 1843, was instrumental in the carig settlement and would

eventually have the town named after him when it was incorporated in i 885.
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|n 1999, the T own of Princeville became well known, but for reasons other than its l—mistorg.
Hurricane F]oycl caused the waters of the T arRiverto pour over its banks and break the
levee that Protcc’cs the town. More than 25 feet of water submergccl the town for over 10

clags. Essentia”g every structure in town was clcstroyccl or sevcrelg clamagcd, and the 2,100

residents displaced. But the resilient citizens of the
town, most of whom are descendents of the origina]
sctt]crs, chose to pass-up the federal bugout, and to

rebuild their communitg.

You can visit the T own Ha” or museum to learn

more and to see what 5ou’vc been missing in

Frincevi”e.

[For more information on great Places to visit and upcoming events in Edgecombe Count}j, visit

www.edgecombccou ntync.gov



http://www.edgecombecountync.gov/

