
 

  

VILLAGE OF DECATUR 
General Governmental Informa�on 

      
      

Abstract 
The following information is being provide to residents who might want to learn more about 

their local government 



 

P a g e  1 | 9 

 

VILLAGE OF DECATUR 

 

The present status of cities and villages in Michigan is the result of historical tradition, of the home rule 
provisions of the Constitutions of 1908 and 1963, of the home rule acts of 1907, and the initiative of 
individual communities. During the nineteenth century, the state legislature recognized the need to 
incorporate the densely settled communities within the basic pattern of counties and townships. The 
system of local government written into Michigan’s 1908 and 1963 constitutions recognized the 
continuing existence of counties and townships, with the voluntary incorporation of the more densely 
settled areas as cities and villages. An innovation in the 1908 constitution was a provision for city and 
village home rule charters – a change which was to have many repercussions. The basic difference 
between a city and a village is that whenever and wherever an area is incorporated as a village, it stays 
within the township. The villagers participate in township affairs and pay township taxes in addition to 
having their own village government. Incorporation as a city, however, removes an area from township 
government. City dwellers participate in county elections and pay county taxes as do villagers but are 
removed from township units. Villages in Michigan are organized primarily to establish local regulatory 
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VILLAGE OF DECATUR 
ordinances and to provide local services such as fire and police protection, public works and utilities. 
Certain of the local duties required by the state are not demanded of the village but are performed by the 
embracing township including assessing property; collecting taxes for counties and school districts; and 
administering county, state and national elections. Most of the villages (213 of 261) are still governed 
under the General Law Village Act, 1895 PA 3 as amended. Charters for villages are the exception, 
although any village may adopt a home rule document under 1909 PA 278, the Home Rule Village Act. 
Decatur Township and the Village of Decatur are named after Stephen Decatur, Jr., celebrated as a hero 
of the War of 1812. Decatur was founded in 1847 and incorporated as a village in 1861. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Decatur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_1812
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VILLAGE OF DECATUR 
Form of Government: Of the 261 villages in Michigan, 48 have home rule charters, and 213 are governed 
under the General Law Village Act (1895 PA 3). Under that act all of the then existing villages in 
Michigan were reincorporated and standards were set for future incorporations. The general law village, 
still the most common by far, has the typical weak mayor-council form of government. Village presidents 
in the 213 general law villages are elected at-large, village-wide. The statewide act governing general law 
villages, Act 3 of 1895, was amended in 1973 to provide for two-year terms for the president and made 
the village president a full voting member of the village council. In 1974 the act was amended to provide 
for four-year terms for the six trustees – three of whom are elected biennially unless a village exempted 
itself prior to January 1, 1974. General Law Village elections are held on the second Monday in March, in 
even-numbered years. The most recent amendments to the General Law Village Act passed in 1998. 
These included the ability to reduce the council from seven to five members, allowing for the 
appointment of a clerk and treasurer and allowing for nonpartisan elections. The Home Rule Village Act 
requires that every village so incorporated provide for the election of a president, clerk and legislative 
body, and for the election or appointment of such other officers and boards as may be essential. However, 
the president need not be directly elected by the people but may be elected by the village council. Of the 
48 home rule villages only 22 have a village manager position. The home rule village form of government 
offers flexibility that is not found in the 1895 General Law Village Act provisions. Home rule village 
charters in Michigan are as diverse as the communities that adopt them. 
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DECATUR TOWNSHIP 

 
Townships are a product of Michigan’s early history. Historians believe American township government 
was modeled after the English system of government. Settlers in New England developed small 
communities that delivered local services, while a county served as the administrative arm of government. 
When the Erie Canal opened, many New Yorkers migrated to Michigan and brought their form of 
government with them. While you might hear local units in Michigan referred to as “cities and towns,” 
that’s actually incorrect. Michigan doesn’t have towns—it has townships, cities and villages, with 
townships governing 96 percent of Michigan’s land area outside of cities. In fact, in Michigan if you 
don’t live in a city, you live in a township. Michigan is one of 20 states that currently has some form of 
township government. In Michigan, it is often difficult to discern the differences between townships, 
cities and villages. There are, however, significant differences that are important to the people charged 
with administering township affairs and deciding township policies. Townships and counties are statutory 
units of government, having only those powers expressly provided or fairly implied by state law. Cities 
and most villages are vested with home rule powers, meaning they can do almost anything not prohibited 
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DECATUR TOWNSHIP 
by law. There are two types of townships in Michigan—general law and charter townships. Charter 
township status is a special township classification created by the Michigan Legislature in 1947 to 
provide additional powers and streamlined administration for governing a growing community. A primary 
motivation for townships to adopt the charter form is to provide greater protection against annexation by a 
city. Currently, 140 Michigan townships have opted to become charter townships. 
Michigan has 1,240 townships, which vary considerably in geographical size and population. Based on 
2020 U.S. Census figures, township population in Michigan varies from 15 to nearly 100,500 people. 
Who runs townships? Township government is conducted by a township board consisting of either five or 
seven members—a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two or four trustees. The number of trustees is 
determined by the desires of the township residents, and whether or not the township has a population of 
over 5,000, or 3,000 registered electors or is a charter township. The township board may also hire a 
manager, assessor, police or fire chief, superintendent, and other necessary personnel to operate the 
township properly and efficiently. What laws govern townships? 
There are many laws that govern townships, but the two main laws dealing with township administration 
and governance are: General township laws, the Revised Statutes of 1846, R.S. of 1846 (Chapter 41 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws) Charter Township Act, (Chapter 42 of the Michigan Compiled Laws) 
All Michigan laws are available to the public on the free, searchable Michigan Legislature website. The 
laws can be searched by keyword, or Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL) number, such as "41.721" or 
"42.8". There are additional statutory requirements with which townships must comply. Procedures for 
the township’s financial administration, such as budgets, accounting, investments and deposits, are 
closely regulated by the state. Township meetings must comply with Michigan’s Open Meetings Act 
(MCL 15.261, et seq.), and township records must be stored and made available in conformance with 
specific laws, such as the Freedom of Information Act (MCL 15.231, et seq.). 
 

Demographics 
As of the census of 2000, there were 3,916 people, 1,451 households, and 1,021 families residing in the 
township. The population density was 111.3 per square mile (43.0/km2). There were 1,611 housing units 
at an average density of 45.8 per square mile (17.7/km2). The racial makeup of the township was 
89.30% White, 4.62% African American, 1.17% Native American, 0.26% Asian, 0.10% Pacific Islander, 
2.66% from other races, and 1.89% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 4.98% 
of the population. 

There were 1,451 households, out of which 34.6% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 
52.0% were married couples living together, 12.9% had a female householder with no husband present, 
and 29.6% were non-families. 24.3% of all households were made up of individuals, and 9.9% had 
someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.66 and the 
average family size was 3.13. 

In the township the population was spread out, with 28.2% under the age of 18, 8.7% from 18 to 24, 
28.8% from 25 to 44, 21.5% from 45 to 64, and 12.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median 
age was 35 years. For every 100 females, there were 99.9 males. For every 100 females aged 18 and over, 
there were 93.7 males. 

The median income for a household in the township was $35,754, and the median income for a family 
was $39,122. Males had a median income of $27,585 versus $22,183 for females. The per capita 
income for the township was $16,912. About 11.9% of families and 14.2% of the population were below 
the poverty line, including 18.0% of those under age 18 and 11.4% of those age 65 or over. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-R-S-1846-41-1-16
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-R-S-1846-41-1-16
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-359-of-1947
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Islander_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(United_States_Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latino_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_line
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DECATUR TOWNSHIP 
The Michigan Constitution of 1963 recognizes various units of government within the state. Article VII 

of the constitution, entitled Local Government, authorizes the establishment of counties, townships, cities 
and villages. The U.S. Bureau of the Census offers a definition of Michigan townships: 

There are 1,123 townships and 117 charter townships which are all actively functioning governmental 
units. Townships are the original units of government formed in the state. Typically, though not always, 
townships are 36 square miles in size. Each township is governed by a board of trustees consisting of the 
township supervisor, township clerk, township treasurer, and two or four elected trustees. The entire state 
is covered by township governments except for areas within cities. 

State laws authorize both types of Michigan townships to perform mandated and permissive functions. 
Mandated Functions are activities that townships are required to perform. The three broadest mandated 
responsibilities are assessment administration, elections administration and tax collection. In addition to 
these broad mandates, there are other narrower state requirements. Procedures for the township’s financial 
administration, such as budgets, accounting, investments and deposits, are closely regulated by the state. 
Township meetings must comply with Michigan’s Open Meetings Act and township records must be 
stored and made available in conformance with specific laws, such as the Freedom of Information Act. 

In addition to the above required duties, Michigan townships are authorized to provide a wide variety of 
services that are generally expected from governmental entities. Virtually all townships provide fire 
protection and many also offer law enforcement as well. Other common programs include parks and 
recreation opportunities, public water and sewer services, trash collection and recycling programs, 
sidewalks and trails and cemeteries. 

Townships have broad powers to enact and enforce ordinances, such as zoning and planning and may 
utilize other sources of revenue to support services. User fees, permits, fines and special assessments on 
real property are common sources of income generation. 

Each township is governed by a board of trustees consisting of the township supervisor, township clerk, 
township treasurer, and two or four elected trustees. The entire state is covered by township governments 
except for areas within cities. State laws authorize both types of Michigan townships to perform mandated 
and permissive functions. 

What are the characteristics of a township government? 
Typically, though not always, townships are 36 square miles in size. Each township is governed by a 
board of trustees consisting of the township supervisor, township clerk, township treasurer, and two or 
four elected trustees. The entire state is covered by township governments except for areas within cities. 
What are the duties of a township board member? 
The Township Treasurer collects property taxes for the township, schools, the county and other tax 
levying entities and invests surplus funds. Board members also perform other duties as directed by the 
township board. 
What are the duties of a township clerk? 
The Township Clerk has custody of vital records, accounts for township finances, and oversees elections 
conducted by the township. The Township Treasurer collects property taxes for the township, schools, the 
county and other tax levying entities and invests surplus funds. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-chap1.pdf
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-20988_18160---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-20988_18160---,00.html
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The following information regarding Decatur Township is provided from the Van Buren County 
Directory 2021-2022 prepared by Suzie Roehm, Van Buren County Clerk, complaints of the Van Buren 
County Board of Commissioners. Decatur Township, meeting, second Thursday, 7:00 P.M., at Decatur 
Township Hall, 103 E Delaware Street, Decatur, MI 49045. Mail: PO BOX 33, Decatur, MI 49045. 
 

 

mailto:clerk@vanburencountymi.gov
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MI Community Finacial Dashboard - Link 
 

http://micommunityfinancials.michigan.gov/#!/dashboard/TOWNSHIP/15921060?lat=42.048286415191484&lng=-85.7357100335878&zoom=9.975677492608918&showSidebar=yes
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 

 

Townships are a product of Michigan’s early history. Historians believe American township government 
was modeled after the English system of government. Settlers in New England developed small 
communities that delivered local services, while a county served as the administrative arm of government. 
When the Erie Canal opened, many New Yorkers migrated to Michigan and brought their form of 
government with them. While you might hear local units in Michigan referred to as “cities and towns,” 
that’s actually incorrect. Michigan doesn’t have towns—it has townships, cities and villages, with 
townships governing 96 percent of Michigan’s land area outside of cities. In fact, in Michigan if you 
don’t live in a city, you live in a township. Michigan is one of 20 states that currently has some form of 
township government. In Michigan, it is often difficult to discern the differences between townships, 
cities and villages. There are, however, significant differences that are important to the people charged 
with administering township affairs and deciding township policies. Townships and counties are statutory 
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 
units of government, having only those powers expressly provided or fairly implied by state law. Cities 
and most villages are vested with home rule powers, meaning they can do almost anything not prohibited 
by law. There are two types of townships in Michigan—general law and charter townships. Charter 
township status is a special township classification created by the Michigan Legislature in 1947 to 
provide additional powers and streamlined administration for governing a growing community. A primary 
motivation for townships to adopt the charter form is to provide greater protection against annexation by a 
city. Currently, 140 Michigan townships have opted to become charter townships. 
Michigan has 1,240 townships, which vary considerably in geographical size and population. Based on 
2020 U.S. Census figures, township population in Michigan varies from 15 to nearly 100,500 people. 
Who runs townships? Township government is conducted by a township board consisting of either five or 
seven members—a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two or four trustees. The number of trustees is 
determined by the desires of the township residents, and whether or not the township has a population of 
over 5,000, or 3,000 registered electors or is a charter township. The township board may also hire a 
manager, assessor, police or fire chief, superintendent, and other necessary personnel to operate the 
township properly and efficiently. What laws govern townships? 
There are many laws that govern townships, but the two main laws dealing with township administration 
and governance are: General township laws, the Revised Statutes of 1846, R.S. of 1846 (Chapter 41 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws) Charter Township Act, (Chapter 42 of the Michigan Compiled Laws) 
All Michigan laws are available to the public on the free, searchable Michigan Legislature website. The 
laws can be searched by keyword, or Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL) number, such as "41.721" or 
"42.8". There are additional statutory requirements with which townships must comply. Procedures for 
the township’s financial administration, such as budgets, accounting, investments and deposits, are 
closely regulated by the state. Township meetings must comply with Michigan’s Open Meetings Act 
(MCL 15.261, et seq.), and township records must be stored and made available in conformance with 
specific laws, such as the Freedom of Information Act (MCL 15.231, et seq.). 
 

Demographics 
As of the census[1] of 2000, there were 1,797 people, 568 households, and 423 families residing in the 
township. The population density was 52.1 per square mile (20.1/km2). There were 723 housing units at 
an average density of 21.0 per square mile (8.1/km2). The racial makeup of the township was 
88.70% White, 1.84% African American, 1.28% Native American, 0.06% Asian, 5.73% from other races, 
and 2.39% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 20.59% of the population. 

There were 568 households, out of which 33.1% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 60.6% 
were married couples living together, 8.3% had a female householder with no husband present, and 
25.4% were non-families. 19.9% of all households were made up of individuals, and 9.0% had someone 
living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.76 and the average 
family size was 3.17. 

In the township the population was spread out, with 30.3% under the age of 18, 10.9% from 18 to 24, 
26.1% from 25 to 44, 21.0% from 45 to 64, and 11.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median 
age was 32 years. For every 100 females, there were 112.7 males. For every 100 females aged 18 and 
over, there were 105.4 males. 

The median income for a household in the township was $37,434, and the median income for a family 
was $41,875. Males had a median income of $36,438 versus $25,125 for females. The per capita 
income for the township was $16,169. About 8.0% of families and 13.5% of the population were below 
the poverty line, including 13.8% of those under age 18 and 6.8% of those age 65 or over. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-R-S-1846-41-1-16
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-R-S-1846-41-1-16
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-359-of-1947
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(tmdmnr45lwykwl55niikwc45))/mileg.aspx?page=home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Township,_Van_Buren_County,_Michigan#cite_note-GR2-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_American_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(United_States_Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hispanic_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latino_(U.S._Census)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_line
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 
The Michigan Constitution of 1963 recognizes various units of government within the state. Article VII 
of the constitution, entitled Local Government, authorizes the establishment of counties, townships, cities 
and villages. The U.S. Bureau of the Census offers a definition of Michigan townships: 

There are 1,123 townships and 117 charter townships which are all actively functioning governmental 
units. Townships are the original units of government formed in the state. Typically, though not always, 
townships are 36 square miles in size. Each township is governed by a board of trustees consisting of the 
township supervisor, township clerk, township treasurer, and two or four elected trustees. The entire state 
is covered by township governments except for areas within cities. 

State laws authorize both types of Michigan townships to perform mandated and permissive functions. 
Mandated Functions are activities that townships are required to perform. The three broadest mandated 
responsibilities are assessment administration, elections administration and tax collection. In addition to 
these broad mandates, there are other narrower state requirements. Procedures for the township’s financial 
administration, such as budgets, accounting, investments and deposits, are closely regulated by the state. 
Township meetings must comply with Michigan’s Open Meetings Act and township records must be 
stored and made available in conformance with specific laws, such as the Freedom of Information Act. 

In addition to the above required duties, Michigan townships are authorized to provide a wide variety of 
services that are generally expected from governmental entities. Virtually all townships provide fire 
protection and many also offer law enforcement as well. Other common programs include parks and 
recreation opportunities, public water and sewer services, trash collection and recycling programs, 
sidewalks and trails and cemeteries. 

Townships have broad powers to enact and enforce ordinances, such as zoning and planning and may 
utilize other sources of revenue to support services. User fees, permits, fines and special assessments on 
real property are common sources of income generation. 

Each township is governed by a board of trustees consisting of the township supervisor, township clerk, 
township treasurer, and two or four elected trustees. The entire state is covered by township governments 
except for areas within cities. State laws authorize both types of Michigan townships to perform mandated 
and permissive functions. 

What are the characteristics of a township government? 
Typically, though not always, townships are 36 square miles in size. Each township is governed by a 
board of trustees consisting of the township supervisor, township clerk, township treasurer, and two or 
four elected trustees. The entire state is covered by township governments except for areas within cities. 
What are the duties of a township board member? 
The Township Treasurer collects property taxes for the township, schools, the county and other tax 
levying entities and invests surplus funds. Board members also perform other duties as directed by the 
township board. 
What are the duties of a township clerk? 
The Township Clerk has custody of vital records, accounts for township finances, and oversees elections 
conducted by the township. The Township Treasurer collects property taxes for the township, schools, the 
county and other tax levying entities and invests surplus funds. 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-chap1.pdf
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-20988_18160---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-20988_18160---,00.html
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The following information regarding Hamilton Township is provided from the Van Buren County 
Directory 2021-2022 prepared by Suzie Roehm, Van Buren County Clerk, complents of the Van Buren 
County Board of Commissioners. 
 
Hamilton Township, meeting, second Tuesday, 7:00 P.M., at Hamilton Township Hall, 52333 W. 
Territorial Road, Decatur, MI 49045. Mail: PO BOX 35, Decatur, MI 49045,  
telephone and fax (269) 423-7852. 
 

 

mailto:clerk@vanburencountymi.gov
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MI Community Finacial Dashboard - Link 

http://micommunityfinancials.michigan.gov/#!/dashboard/TOWNSHIP/15921060?lat=42.048286415191484&lng=-85.7357100335878&zoom=9.975677492608918&showSidebar=yes
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