
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Planning Commission 
FROM: Shantel Pentland, Admin. Assistant 
REVIEWED BY: Christopher Tapper, Vill. Manager 
DATE: May 15, 2025 

Village of Decatur 
114 N Phelps Street 
Decatur, MI 49045 

 

SUBJECT: Battery Energy Storage Systems  
 
Action Requested: 
It is requested that the Planning Commission discuss Battery Energy Storage Systems 
 
Background: 
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) ordinances generally cover the regulations for installing and 
operating BESS, including definitions, use permissions, dimensional standards, performance and 
design standards, safety and first responder standards, and decommissioning standards. These 
ordinances aim to ensure safe and responsible BESS development, considering factors like safety, 
environmental impact, and visual aesthetics.  
 
Here's a more detailed look at what BESS ordinances typically address: 
 
1. Definitions: 

• Clearly define what constitutes a BESS for the jurisdiction, distinguishing between different 
use cases (e.g., on-site vs. off-site, large-scale vs. small-scale). 

• Identify the specific types of battery technology allowed.  
2. Use Permissions: 

• Specify which zoning districts or areas allow BESS and under what conditions (e.g., 
permitted, conditional, or accessory uses). 

• Determine if BESS can be co-located with other uses.  
3. Dimensional Standards: 

• Set minimum setback distances from property lines, other buildings, and sensitive areas. 
• Establish height restrictions for BESS installations. 
• May include lot size requirements or intensity standards.  

4. Performance and Design Standards: 
• Address noise levels, visual impact through screening or landscaping, and lighting standards. 
• May include regulations for the treatment of power lines, fencing, and signage.  

5. Safety and First Responder Standards: 
• Require emergency plans and hazard information to be submitted with permits. 
• Address design requirements for fire safety, environmental protection, and potential hazards. 
• May include requirements for training local first responders. 
• Ensure compliance with relevant safety codes and standards for equipment and management. 

 



6. Decommissioning Standards:
• Define the process for decommissioning BESS, including requirements for removal, disposal,

and financial guarantees.
• May include requirements for specific decommissioning thresholds and outcomes.

7. Other Considerations:
• Compliance with the National Electrical Code (NEC) and other applicable building, fire, and

electrical codes.
• Compliance with environmental regulations.
• Interconnection agreements with the utility grid.
• inter-agency coordination between the building department, electrical inspector, the fire

department, and any other relevant agencies.

Attachment(s): 
Covert Township Battery Energy Storage Systems Ordinance
Letter from Glidepath Power Solutions, regarding Decatur Twp Project

Shantel Pentland
Inserted Text
Letter from Glide















500 West Madison, Suite 1210 
Chicago, IL 60661 USA 

glidepath.net 

February 10, 2025 

Village of Decatur 

Village Council 

114 N. Phelps  

Decatur, MI 49045 

Re:  APPLICATION FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL 

To whom it may concern, 

Glidepath Power Solutions is looking to construct a 50MW / 4hr. Battery Storage project within the jurisdiction 

of Decatur Township.  The project is located on the south side of the Village next to the existing substation.  

Decatur Township does not have an ordinance (CREO) for permitting our project at a local level.  Hence we are 

proceeding with the State Level Permitting that has just been put into place.  Our access road to the facility will 

be within the Village of Decatur.  We plan to apply for a right-of-way permit from the village in order to 

construct the access road and do not believe any additional permitting would be required from the village as the 

rest of the project is located entirely within Decatur Township.  

Pursuant to Public Act 233 of 2023 (Act 233), MCL 460.1221 et seq., signed by Governor Gretchen Whitmer on 

November 28, 2023, Decatur Energy Storage, LLC is formally requesting via email and certified mail that the 

Village of Decatur’s chief elected officials meet to review the project site plan and establish if the Village of 

Decatur has a compatible renewable energy ordinance (CREO) that would have any effect on this project or the 

access road to said project. 

If the village does not wish to review a project site plan prior to a public meeting, to be hosted by Decatur 

Energy Storage, LLC, or does not wish to participate in the permitting process with the Michigan Public Service 

Commission (MPSC) as an intervenor, the village may notify the Commission of this decision and require  

Decatur Energy Storage, LLC to obtain a siting certificate for the proposed facilities from the Commission 

pursuant to PA 233 Section 222(2). The villageshould send its notification to the Commission by contacting 

LARA-MPSC-Edockets@michigan.gov to the attention of the MPSC Executive Secretary and to the Staff at 

LARA-MPSC-Siting@michigan.gov with a copy of the notification  provided to the developer. Per Case No. U-

21547, Attachment C, Section C-2. 

If the village would like to review the project site plan prior to a public meeting, please respond to this 

correspondence or call (612) 701-4855 within 30 days with a preferred date for the meeting to take place. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Beisner 

Senior Director, Development 

612-701-4855

cbeisner@glidepath.net


