
NOTICE OF MISAPPROPRIATION AND FALSIFICATION OF  
ACCOUNTS BY PUBLIC OFFICERS 

Cody Hart, Derrill Fussell, Kevin Ewing, Timothy Garrison, Steven Rindal, Kathy LaFreniere 
 
 
 

27 April. 2023 

 

City of Sedro-Woolley 

Attn: Council Members  

325 Metcalf Street 

Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284  

 

Re.  NOTIFICATION OF LOSS OF PUBLIC FUNDS PER RCW 43.09.185 

NOTIFICATION OF FELONY PER 18 U.S.C. 4 

 

Council Members (Jointly and Severely), 

You are being contacted in accordance with 18 U.S. Code § 4 - Misprision of felony, and requested as a 

Civil Authority, to use your powers to confront felony acts occurring in Skagit County Washington. 

Concerned residents of Skagit County have identified that the employees in the Office of Skagit County 

Prosecuting Attorney Richard Weyrich, have shown a pattern and practice of Misuse of Public Funds, 

Falsifying they are Public Officials, and a general refusal to adhere to the U.S. Constitution and State Law.  

Unfortunately, once again you are being contacted to notify you of the Misappropriation of Public funds 

and significant violations of law as described below.  

1. Attached you will find summary copies of signed contracts from 2021 – 2023 between Skagit 

County and Local Agencies throughout Skagit County including; Town of Concrete, Town of La 

Conner, City of Anacortes, City of Burlington, City of Sedro Woolley, and City of Mount Vernon.  

2. Upon review of the signature sheet for the attached contracts that approved public funds, you will 

find a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney has been identified as approving the agreement and signed by 

either Erik Pedersen or Melinda Miller. 

3. In accordance with RCW 36.27.040 Appointment of deputies 

……Each appointment shall be in writing, signed by the prosecuting attorney, and filed in 

the county auditor's office. Each deputy thus appointed shall have the same qualifications 

required of the prosecuting attorney…… 

4. Following an exhaustive search with both the office of Skagit County Auditor and Skagit County 

Recorder, I am disappointed to inform you that of neither Erik Pedersen nor Melinda Miller where 

legally appointed and approved the attached contracts, and others, for the last several years as 

required by law requiring me to notify you the two have been masquerading as public officials, 

falsifying approval of public funds, and violating numerous other laws as found attached.   

5. Furthermore, according to the office of Skagit County Auditor, for the same timeframe, neither 

Erik Pedersen nor Melinda Miller have a valid oath to the U.S. Constitution or laws of the State 

of Washington as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney on file as is also required by law.  

   

On behalf of all Skagit County residents who do not approve of this misuse of our tax funds, I request 

you use your Civil Authority as a Local Official to confront the violations being reported to you.  

The below Skagit County residents request this letter and all attached documents be provided as public 

comment at the upcoming Council meeting.  

 
Attachments: (Illegally Signed Contracts - 12 Total), (RCW’s 36.27.040, 42.20.070, 43.09.185, 9A.60.040), 9.185 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



4/27/23, 11:29 AM RCW 36.27.040: Appointment of deputies—Special and temporary deputies.

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.27.040 1/1

RCW RCW 36.27.04036.27.040

Appointment of deputiesAppointment of deputies——Special and temporary deputies.Special and temporary deputies.
The prosecuting attorney may appoint one or more deputies who shall have the same power inThe prosecuting attorney may appoint one or more deputies who shall have the same power in

all respects as their principal. Each appointment shall be in writing, signed by the prosecuting attorney,all respects as their principal. Each appointment shall be in writing, signed by the prosecuting attorney,
and filed in the county auditor's office. Each deputy thus appointed shall have the same qualificationsand filed in the county auditor's office. Each deputy thus appointed shall have the same qualifications
required of the prosecuting attorney, except that such deputy need not be a resident of the county inrequired of the prosecuting attorney, except that such deputy need not be a resident of the county in
which he or she serves. The prosecuting attorney may appoint one or more special deputy prosecutingwhich he or she serves. The prosecuting attorney may appoint one or more special deputy prosecuting
attorneys upon a contract or fee basis whose authority shall be limited to the purposes stated in theattorneys upon a contract or fee basis whose authority shall be limited to the purposes stated in the
writing signed by the prosecuting attorney and filed in the county auditor's office. Such special deputywriting signed by the prosecuting attorney and filed in the county auditor's office. Such special deputy
prosecuting attorney shall be admitted to practice as an attorney before the courts of this state but needprosecuting attorney shall be admitted to practice as an attorney before the courts of this state but need
not be a resident of the county in which he or she serves and shall not be under the legal disabilitiesnot be a resident of the county in which he or she serves and shall not be under the legal disabilities
attendant upon prosecuting attorneys or their deputies except to avoid any conflict of interest with theattendant upon prosecuting attorneys or their deputies except to avoid any conflict of interest with the
purpose for which he or she has been engaged by the prosecuting attorney. The prosecuting attorneypurpose for which he or she has been engaged by the prosecuting attorney. The prosecuting attorney
shall be responsible for the acts of his or her deputies and may revoke appointments at will.shall be responsible for the acts of his or her deputies and may revoke appointments at will.

Two or more prosecuting attorneys may agree that one or more deputies for any one of themTwo or more prosecuting attorneys may agree that one or more deputies for any one of them
may serve temporarily as deputy for any other of them on terms respecting compensation which aremay serve temporarily as deputy for any other of them on terms respecting compensation which are
acceptable to said prosecuting attorneys. Any such deputy thus serving shall have the same power in allacceptable to said prosecuting attorneys. Any such deputy thus serving shall have the same power in all
respects as if he or she were serving permanently.respects as if he or she were serving permanently.

The provisions of chapter The provisions of chapter 39.3439.34 RCW shall not apply to such agreements. RCW shall not apply to such agreements.
The provisions of *RCW The provisions of *RCW 41.56.03041.56.030(2) shall not be interpreted to permit a prosecuting attorney to(2) shall not be interpreted to permit a prosecuting attorney to

alter the at-will relationship established between the prosecuting attorney and his or her appointedalter the at-will relationship established between the prosecuting attorney and his or her appointed
deputies by this section for a period of time exceeding his or her term of office. Neither shall thedeputies by this section for a period of time exceeding his or her term of office. Neither shall the
provisions of *RCW provisions of *RCW 41.56.03041.56.030(2) require a prosecuting attorney to alter the at-will relationship(2) require a prosecuting attorney to alter the at-will relationship
established by this section.established by this section.

[ [ 2009 c 549 § 40472009 c 549 § 4047; ; 2000 c 23 § 22000 c 23 § 2; ; 1975 1st ex.s. c 19 § 21975 1st ex.s. c 19 § 2; ; 1963 c 4 § 36.27.0401963 c 4 § 36.27.040. Prior: . Prior: 1959 c 30 § 11959 c 30 § 1;;
1943 c 35 § 11943 c 35 § 1; ; 1903 c 7 § 11903 c 7 § 1; ; 1891 c 55 § 61891 c 55 § 6; ; 1886 p 63 § 171886 p 63 § 17; ; 1883 p 76 § 231883 p 76 § 23; Code 1881 § 2142; ; Code 1881 § 2142; 1879 p1879 p
95 § 1695 § 16; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 115.]; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 115.]

NOTES:NOTES:

*Reviser's note:*Reviser's note: RCW  RCW 41.56.03041.56.030 was alphabetized pursuant to RCW  was alphabetized pursuant to RCW 1.08.0151.08.015(2)(k),(2)(k),
changing subsection (2) to subsection (12). RCW changing subsection (2) to subsection (12). RCW 41.56.03041.56.030 was subsequently amended by 2011 1st was subsequently amended by 2011 1st
sp.s. c 21 § 11, changing subsection (12) to subsection (11). RCW sp.s. c 21 § 11, changing subsection (12) to subsection (11). RCW 41.56.03041.56.030 was subsequently was subsequently
amended by 2020 c 298 § 1, changing subsection (11) to subsection (12).amended by 2020 c 298 § 1, changing subsection (11) to subsection (12).
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RCW RCW 42.20.07042.20.070

Misappropriation and falsification of accounts by public officer.Misappropriation and falsification of accounts by public officer.
Every public officer, and every other person receiving money on behalf or for or on account of theEvery public officer, and every other person receiving money on behalf or for or on account of the

people of the state or of any department of the state government or of any bureau or fund created by lawpeople of the state or of any department of the state government or of any bureau or fund created by law
in which the people are directly or indirectly interested, or for or on account of any county, city, town, orin which the people are directly or indirectly interested, or for or on account of any county, city, town, or
any school, diking, drainage, or irrigation district, who:any school, diking, drainage, or irrigation district, who:

(1) Appropriates to his or her own use or the use of any person not entitled thereto, without(1) Appropriates to his or her own use or the use of any person not entitled thereto, without
authority of law, any money so received by him or her as such officer or otherwise; orauthority of law, any money so received by him or her as such officer or otherwise; or

(2) Knowingly keeps any false account, or makes any false entry or erasure in any account, of or(2) Knowingly keeps any false account, or makes any false entry or erasure in any account, of or
relating to any money so received by him or her; orrelating to any money so received by him or her; or

(3) Fraudulently alters, falsifies, conceals, destroys, or obliterates any such account; or(3) Fraudulently alters, falsifies, conceals, destroys, or obliterates any such account; or
(4) Willfully omits or refuses to pay over to the state, its officer or agent authorized by law to(4) Willfully omits or refuses to pay over to the state, its officer or agent authorized by law to

receive the same, or to such county, city, town, or such school, diking, drainage, or irrigation district or toreceive the same, or to such county, city, town, or such school, diking, drainage, or irrigation district or to
the proper officer or authority empowered to demand and receive the same, any money received by himthe proper officer or authority empowered to demand and receive the same, any money received by him
or her as such officer when it is a duty imposed upon him or her by law to pay over and account for theor her as such officer when it is a duty imposed upon him or her by law to pay over and account for the
same,same,
is guilty of a class B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in a state correctional facility for notis guilty of a class B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in a state correctional facility for not
more than fifteen years.more than fifteen years.

[ [ 2003 c 53 § 2192003 c 53 § 219; ; 1992 c 7 § 371992 c 7 § 37; ; 1909 c 249 § 3171909 c 249 § 317; RRS § 2569. Prior: Code 1881 § 890; ; RRS § 2569. Prior: Code 1881 § 890; 1873 p 202 §1873 p 202 §
9292; ; 1854 p 91 § 831854 p 91 § 83.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

IntentIntent——Effective dateEffective date——2003 c 53:2003 c 53: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 2.48.1802.48.180..
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RCW RCW 43.09.18543.09.185

Loss of public fundsLoss of public funds——Illegal activityIllegal activity——Report to state auditor's office.Report to state auditor's office.
State agencies and local governments shall immediately report to the state auditor's office knownState agencies and local governments shall immediately report to the state auditor's office known

or suspected loss of public funds or assets or other illegal activity. The state auditor must adopt policiesor suspected loss of public funds or assets or other illegal activity. The state auditor must adopt policies
as necessary to implement this section.as necessary to implement this section.

[ [ 2022 c 148 § 12022 c 148 § 1; ; 1995 c 301 § 81995 c 301 § 8.].]
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RCW RCW 9A.60.0409A.60.040

Criminal impersonation in the first degree.Criminal impersonation in the first degree.
(1) A person is guilty of criminal impersonation in the first degree if the person:(1) A person is guilty of criminal impersonation in the first degree if the person:
(a) Assumes a false identity and does an act in his or her assumed character with intent to(a) Assumes a false identity and does an act in his or her assumed character with intent to

defraud another or for any other unlawful purpose; ordefraud another or for any other unlawful purpose; or
(b) Pretends to be a representative of some person or organization or a public servant and does(b) Pretends to be a representative of some person or organization or a public servant and does

an act in his or her pretended capacity with intent to defraud another or for any other unlawful purpose.an act in his or her pretended capacity with intent to defraud another or for any other unlawful purpose.
(2) Criminal impersonation in the first degree is a class C felony.(2) Criminal impersonation in the first degree is a class C felony.

[ [ 2004 c 11 § 12004 c 11 § 1; ; 2003 c 53 § 782003 c 53 § 78; ; 1993 c 457 § 11993 c 457 § 1; ; 1975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.60.0401975 1st ex.s. c 260 § 9A.60.040.].]

NOTES:NOTES:

Effective dateEffective date——2004 c 11:2004 c 11: "This act takes effect July 1, 2004." [  "This act takes effect July 1, 2004." [ 2004 c 11 § 32004 c 11 § 3.].]

IntentIntent——Effective dateEffective date——2003 c 53:2003 c 53: See notes following RCW  See notes following RCW 2.48.1802.48.180..
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