
It is expected that a Quorum of the Personnel Committee, Board of Public Works, Plan Commission and Administration Committee will be 
attending this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of any of those bodies will be taken)  

 
 
 

CITY OF MENASHA 
SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

Common Council Chambers 
100 Main Street, Menasha 

Room 132 
January 18, 2018 

 
1:00 PM 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
 
B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES  
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  

(five (5) minute time limit for each person)  
 
D. MINUTES TO APPROVE  

1. November 16, 2017 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
1.  Renewable Energy Solar Garden Review  

 
 
F. REPORTS 
 
G.  ACTION ITEMS 

 
H. DISCUSSION 

1. City of Menasha Energy Usage 
2. Waste Management 
3. Spring Electronics Recycling Event (May 19, 2018) 
4. Fall Electronics Recycling Event (set date) 
5. Livable Communities 

a. Urban Forestry 
6. Menasha Farm Fresh Market 
7. Transportation 

a. Wayfinding  
8. Website 
9. Member Recruitment 
 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
  
"Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population and those with disabilities are invited to contact the 
Menasha City Clerk at 967-3603 24-hours in advance of the meeting for the City to arrange special accommodations."  



CITY OF MENASHA 
SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

Common Council Chambers 
100 Main Street, Menasha 

Thursday, November 16, 2017  
Minutes 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order by Linda Stoll at 1:04 p.m. 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 Present:  Linda Stoll, Kathy Thunes, Roger Kanitz, Roni Kasperek 

 Also Present: Donald Merkes 
  

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  
(five (5) minute time limit for each person) -- No one spoke 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
No action 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
About 60 people attended sustainability seminar at FVTC including several from Menasha 

 

F. REPORTS 
 

G. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. City of Menasha Energy Usage 
New City Christmas decorations (snowflakes are LED) 

 

2. Waste Management 
Would there be potential to explore audit of City Center recycling and waste 
 

3.. Electronics Recycling Event 
Sign up for 2018 events   

 

4.   Livable Communities 
Discussed buckthorn removal project at Clovis Grove Park  
Trestle trail announced as winner of “Great Places in Wisconsin Award” 
Discussed walking trail locations connecting to Loop the Lake and downtown 
 

5. Menasha Farm Fresh Market Menasha Farm Fresh Market 
Discussed recruitment for 2018 market including music 
 

6. Transportaton 
ECWRP working on 41 corridor study and bus transportation options from Green Bay to Fond du 
lac 
 

7.  Member Recruitment 
 Discussion on recruitment of new members 
 
   

H. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made by Kathy Thunes and seconded Roger Kanitz by to adjourn at 1:58p.m.  Motion carried. 

Minutes submitted by DJM 

 



Renewable Energy Solar Garden Review – Menasha Utilities   011618 rak 

Based on our Mayor’s comment about the potential of a solar garden project here in Menasha this past 

Fall, I am writing this summary of events and conferences that I have attended which may offer us some 

guidance on this type of project in the future.  The events I reference are: 

• The presentation Rep. Amanda Stuck made on her visit to Germany on behalf of Wisconsin in 

her role as a member of the Wisconsin Energy Utilities Committee. 

• The recent Door County Climate Table Conference on the State of Renewable Energy in 

Wisconsin.   This was led by Roy Thilly, the former CEO of WPPI.  (The second half of conference 

was postponed due to weather on Monday!) 

• Past Solar tours of the SCA solar garden led by Mike Dillon.  I made a request for a follow-up 

visit/report on this project that could either be an informal meeting or a presentation at the 

next SCN meeting which will be held in Menasha this Spring. 

Brief Summary of Key Points to Date: 

• Roy’s three hour talk highlighted that Wisconsin has a Grid System that is divided into an East 

and West system with poor transmission between them, the existing coal plants (operation, 

plant cost, and maintenance) are the high cost drivers of the Wisconsin energy costs, providing 

60% of the energy we use daily.  As a regulated State, utilities are guaranteed a profit by law. 

• The grid system in our State/Nation requires utilities to have visibility of the total energy 

generation potential in their area so they can Bid for power cost daily.   The entire US power grid 

is vast ever changing Energy flow balance market that can be viewed on-line by Googling MISO 

LMP Contour Map.  This system is based on reliability and is structured so the net flow of energy 

is zero; ideally each area of the nation generates only the power it needs locally.  The Grid 

system is not able to handle vast power flows between most areas as it is currently “designed” 

• These are the reasons why power companies wish to have solar projects under their control 

instead of on individual home sites in general. 

• The future of the energy system is changing based on market drivers.  Coal and Nuclear are high 

cost systems that can only exist if funded by government (citizens).  Time to build new plants 

and transmission lines are many years long and cost prohibitive.  The low price of Natural Gas is 

the keeping the market drive for renewables down for the near future, but these will come into 

their own as they are quick to install and getting cheaper.  The key here is for the grid market to 

work out how these can be planned for and inserted into the energy generation balance. 

• Germany is a world leader in the renewable effort, but how they do this cannot simply be 

duplicated here based on the state of our grid system.  There also is a difference in how the 

citizens wish to conserve and use/share energy to make renewable sources work! 

• There currently are groups, legislators(bi-partisan), and citizens that support renewable energy 

projects that can be brought together to make renewable projects work, understanding that the 

current leadership in Madison is not supportive in general.  Funding for projects will take private 

funding routes. 

• To implement renewable projects near term, we will need to understand what works and learn 

lessons from projects that may have struggled as MU has noted.  Luckily, the past and current 

leaders of WPPI have offered to provide conference attendees with guidance going forward.  

Roy’s response to my requests are summarized here: 



Roger, I would be glad to talk about solar gardens by phone and can put you in touch 

with someone at WPPI who knows the history and how the two pilot (solar garden) 

projects have worked out. The main problem I think were changes the PSC required in 

the proposed program, but the PSC’s policy may have evolved since its order for New 

Richmond and River Falls. With the Point Beach solar project, WPPI will have the most 

solar energy in its mix of all the Wisconsin utilities. 

 



% +/- % +/- % +/- %+/-

Recyclables 1369.00 Tons 0.0095% 1414.76 Tons 3.3426% 1365.21 Tons -3.5024% 1419.93 Tons 4.0082%

Single Stream Curbside 1173.92 tons 0.1339% 1221.99 tons 4.0948% 1244.08 tons 1.8077% 1403.55 Tons 12.8183%

Drop Site Single Stream 131.1 tons 0.6680% 148.06 tons 12.9367% 121.13 tons -18.1886% 119.69 Tons -1.1888%

Drop Site News/Mags 38.77 tons 0.0000% 33.59 Tons -13.3608%

Scrap Metal/Appliances 63.98 tons -3.4847% 44.71 tons -30.1188% 65.64 tons 46.8128% 83.5 Tons 27.2090%

Freon Based Appliances 380 ea 109.9448% 308 ea -18.9474% 299 ea -2.9221% 336 ea 12.3746%

Tires 6.48 tons 24.6154% 4.06 tons -37.3457% 5.86 tons 44.3350% 4.67 Tons -20.3072%

# of stops 6393 carts 0.2981% 6417 carts 0.3754% 6437 carts 0.3117% 6476 carts 0.6059%

Refuse 5775.27 Tons 0.9984% 5839.91 Tons 1.1193% 6052.11 Tons 3.6336% 6061.62 Tons 0.157%

Residential 4574.22 ton 1423 3.1752% 4851.55 tons 6.0629% 4991.22 tons 2.8789% 5005.18 Tons 0.2797%

Commercial 1201.05 ton -6.5134% 988.36 tons -17.7087% 1060.89 tons 7.3384% 1065.93 Tons 0.4751%

6429 carts 0.3590% 6455 carts 0.4044% 6480 carts 0.3873% 6446 carts -0.5247%

Totals 7144.27 Tons 0.8074% 7254.67 Tons 1.5453% 7417.32 Tons 2.2420% 7481.55 Tons 0.8659%

12 pickups 12 pickups 18 pickups 18 pickups

Refuse & Recycling Tonnage Summary
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City of Menasha ● Office of the Mayor
Donald Merkes, Mayor

dmerkes@ci.menasha.wi.us

 

100 Main Street ● Menasha, Wisconsin 54952-3151 ● Phone (920) 967-3600 ● Fax (920) 967-5273 
www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov 

 

 

 

 
TO:  Sustainability Board 

  Menasha Utilities   

FROM:  Donald Merkes, Mayor 

DATE:  16 January 2018 

 

RE: Fall Electronics Recycling Dates 

 

 
 
 
Pubic Power Week will be celebrated October 7-13, 2018.  Menasha Utilities has requested that we 

explore scheduling our fall electronics recycling event on either October 6
th

 or October 13
th

.  

Unfortunately neither of those dates is available through our current vendor, Recycle That Stuff. 

 

Available dates include: 

 

September  15 

September  22 

October 20 

October 27 

 

Alternatively we could explore other vendors. 

 

 

 





City of Menasha ● Office of the Mayor
Donald Merkes, Mayor

dmerkes@ci.menasha.wi.us

 

100 Main Street ● Menasha, Wisconsin 54952-3151 ● Phone (920) 967-3600 ● Fax (920) 967-5273 
www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov 

 

 

 

 
TO:  Sustainability Board   

FROM:  Donald Merkes, Mayor 

DATE:  16 January 2018 

 

RE: Community Tree Map Website 

 

 
 
 
Earlier this year the Wisconsin DNR released the Community Tree Map, an online application which 

shows community trees documented in tree inventories.  Menasha has received several Wisconsin DNR 

Urban Forestry grants to document its trees.  The inventories are used to better manage diversity, age, 

and condition including planning for EAB. 

 

The website can be found at: 

https://pg-cloud.com/Wisconsin/ 

 

Menasha updated its inventory in the summer of 2017.  The data from that update will be updated on 

the site in the near future. 
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