
It is expected that a Quorum of the Personnel Committee, Board of Public Works, Plan Commission and Administration Committee will be 
attending this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of any of those bodies will be taken)  

 
 
 

CITY OF MENASHA 
SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

Common Council Chambers 
140 Main Street, Menasha 

 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

6:30 PM 
 

AGENDA 
AMENDED 

 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
 
B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES  
 
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  

(five (5) minute time limit for each person)  
 
D. MINUTES TO APPROVE  

1.  April 24, 2012 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS  
 

F. REPORTS 
1. ECOS video clip projects (Roger Kanitz) 
2. Recycling event results 

 
G. ACTION ITEMS 

1. City of Menasha facilities energy usage 
 

H. DISCUSSION 
1. Waste Management (including recycling) – Kathy Thunes & Linda Stoll 
2. Sustainable Communities Network Update – Kathy Thunes, Roger Kanitz, Linda Stoll 
3. Sustainability Board Annual Report 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
  
"Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population and those with disabilities are invited to contact the 
Menasha City Clerk at 967-3603 24-hours in advance of the meeting for the City to arrange special accommodations."  

http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2012/Sustainability%20Minutes%204-25-12.pdf�
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2012/CERTIFICATE%20OF%20RECYCLING%20-%20City%20of%20Menasha%20April%2028th%202012.pdf�
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2012/battle%20of%20the%20buildings.pdf�
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CITY OF MENASHA 
SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 

Common Council Chambers 
140 Main Street, Menasha 
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 

Minutes 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  
Meeting called to order by Chairperson Linda Stoll at 6:30 p.m. 

 
B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 

Present:  Linda Stoll, Paul Van de Sand, Chris Bohne, Kathy Thunes, Roger Kanitz, Ed Kassel 
Also Present:  Mayor Merkes 

 
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  

(five (5) minute time limit for each person)  
No one spoke. 
 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE  
1. March 20, 2012 

Moved by Roger Kanitz, seconded by Kathy Thunes to approve minutes of March 20, 2012.  
Motion carried 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

F. REPORTS 
 
G. ACTION ITEMS 

1. Earth Day recycling event 
There will be four volunteers from the sustainability board, four volunteers from Menasha Utilities, 
and the mayor attending the event.  Recycle That Stuff will also provide several additional people 
to staff the location.  The event was advertised in last month’s utility bills for all Menasha Utilities 
customers, newspaper, and earth week flyer. 
   

H. DISCUSSION 
1. City of Menasha facilities energy usage   

Paul presented a chart showing baseline energy usage for nine major city buildings.  The city fared 
well in relation to baseline energy usage (both gas and electric) compared to national averages for 
similar buildings.  Baseline usage is for the 2009-10 time period and is pre-lighting upgrades. It 
was suggested that the former Airport Road fire station 36 be added to the list so that it can be 
compared to Manitowoc Road fire station 36 usage.  Chris will provide information from 
comparable buildings in Appleton; contact should be made with Neenah and Town of Menasha to 
see if they have energy usage statistics for similar buildings.  Paul will provide actual usage 
statistics for last 12 months to compare with baselines.  A recommendation of energy usage goals 
for future will be made from this information and implementation plan developed. 
 

2. Earth Week 2012 
ECOS website listing Earth Week activities has been completed and linked with the tourism 
websites and listed in newspaper articles.  1100 brochures have been printed and distributed.  
Arbor Day celebration in Menasha is April 27th, 120 trees and shrubs will be planted along the 
Friendship Trail between Plank Road & Third St with help from a donation and in kind labor from 
SCA Tissue. 
 

3. Waste Management & Recycling 
Board members and city staff plan to meet in June.  Discussion regarding citizen’s knowledge of 
cost savings to the city to recycle rather than landfill and educational newsletter opportunities to 
better inform residents of the benefits of recycling to their pocketbook.  ECWRPC has offered to do 
a survey of residents regarding land filling and recycling knowledge and preferences.  
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4. Sustainable Communities Network  

Kathy, Roger, and Linda attended the last quarterly meeting.  The main topic of discussion was the 
new website for ECOS which was made possible through a donation by SCA Tissue.  The website 
will allow communities to share programs, actions, and ideas relating to sustainability in their 
community and learn from other communities.  There should be an administrator from our 
community to post these items.  Next meeting scheduled for July 12th. 
 

5. Sustainability Board Annual Report 
Linda will start a template for the board to populate with accomplishments and in progress items 
for review at next meeting.  It was suggested that we use a format similar to the Town of Menasha 
and Neenah for easy comparison.  Discussion of additional ways to better communicate 
accomplishments and discussions including: facebook, Fox Cities Viewpoint, city newsletter.  
Discussion if additional skills and board members would be valuable in reaching annual goals. 
 

6. Neenah Menasha Trolley Concept 
Roger and city staff will set a meeting with Neenah to discuss this concept and potential users. 
 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Chris Bohne and seconded by Kathy Thunes to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. 
Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mayor Merkes 

  



 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF RECYCLING 
•All Computers & Electronics Will Be Recycled For Their Metal, Glass, & Plastic•••• 

 
Received From:  Menasha Utilities  
       321 Milwaukee Street 
       Menasha, WI 54952 

        
   
Materials Recycled: 3450 lbs of TV’s – 2665 lbs of CRT Monitors – 
4493 lbs of Small Electronics – 2781 lbs of CPU’s – 2001 lbs of Freon 
Items – 875 lbs of Microwaves – 50 lbs of Stoves - 2215 lbs of Printers  

 
 Total Weight Recycled: 18,530 lbs 
 
This is to certify that the above items received by Recycle That Stuff 
in Appleton, WI will be recycled in accordance with all applicable 
Federal, State and local Regulations and will not be landfilled, or 
otherwise improperly disposed of. 
 
 

<April 28th 2012 
 

 
 

ISO 14001:2004 Certified #R102908 

Wis. DNR License 12843 
 

121 N. Linwood Ave. – Appleton, WI 54914 



 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF RECYCLING 
•All Computers & Electronics Will Be Recycled For Their Metal, Glass, & Plastic•••• 

 
Received From: Town of Menasha 
       Municipal Center – Vehicle Storage Bldg. 
       2000 Municipal Dr. 
       Menasha, WI 54956 
   
Materials Recycled: 4045 lbs of TVs – 4063 lbs of Small Electronics – 
2185 lbs of CRT Monitors – 1478 lbs of Freon Items – 2150 lbs of 
CPU’s – 2400 lbs of Printers – 40 lbs of Appliances – 578 4ft Lamps – 
2 U-shaped Lamps – 9 Broken Lamps 

 
 Total Weight Recycled: 16,950 lbs 
 
This is to certify that the above items received by Recycle That Stuff 
in Appleton, WI will be recycled in accordance with all applicable 
Federal, State and local Regulations and will not be landfilled, or 
otherwise improperly disposed of. 
 
 

April 28th 2012 
 

 
 

ISO 14001:2004 Certified #R102908 
Wis. DNR License 12843 

 

121 N. Linwood Ave. – Appleton, WI 54914 

















Overview of Sustainability Expo in Oshkosh, 5/12/12   rak 
 
I listened to talks by Bayfield, Madison, Beloit and the new Riverside COTS program in 
Appleton.  Program was put on by the Sustain Board of Oshkosh, with Kim Biedermann 
acted as program moderator. 
 
I will be receiving talk and contact information at the ECOS email site, however this 
appears to be a great discussion topic for the next sustain board gathering in July.  The 
Beloit speaker offered to provide us with a sustain tour of the City if we wanted. 
 
Madison: Karl van Lith said they have a City Office of Sustainability.  Web-site is full of 
projects and opportunities for reference if we choose to check it out.  They are using the 
building energy use inventory that we are developing.  Other points of interest to us 
currently were that food waste is very dense and has a greater cost impact on tipping fees 
than other items.  They have developed a master transportation plan, bring arts design and 
community sustainability vision (water saving) in the planning for parks, and up-dates to 
the building codes supporting solar and other renewable energy options, and 
neighborhood planning guidelines for 25% more walking, reducing gas usage by 25%, 
25% more water retention, and 25% water use reduction . 
 
Bayfield: Mayor Larry MacDonald spoke for community of 490.  Vision statement is 
“Where Water Meets the Soul”.  Sustainability there was demanded by the citizens early 
on.  They have received awards for being the most sustainable small city in the USA.  His 
main point was that we need to Market the Successes of Sustainability to the community 
to develop the support to enable additional sustainable projects to happen!  He further 
said you need to speak about sustainability in terms that the audience understands; some 
think in dollars, others health, and etc… They offer citizen grants for sustainable projects 
in the order of $200 for private and $500 for business project support.  The folks that 
apply typically spend much more than this to complete the projects, but it gets them 
started.  They do kids projects like growing flowers and planting them in gardens.  They 
bought a NEV for the city on a reduced gas usage basis to great economic success.  Gave 
each citizen a sustainability “Clean It – Green It” bag (cost of $24 per household), 
published an Earth Care booklet written by local citizens, and have encouraged neighbors 
to share electric mowers and the like.  Businesses in town work to get the “Travel Green 
Logo” and this has increased tourism to the area.  He said things take time, it is important 
to act like an ECO community and good things will happen. 
 
Beloit: Beth A Jacobsen heads the sustainability effort there as the assistant to the City 
Manager.  She changed the name of the city board to the Green Team cause it was more 
fun sounding!  They have developed a one page report document to give the city council 
a short up-date on ANY change that occurs that has a sustainable impact to the 
community; this is part of their market effort.  They have gone paperless in the city, 
giving computers to the council and saving $26,000 in printing a related cost each year.  
They have also reduced/replaced all of the small appliances in city offices to reduce 
energy costs.  She commented that the public works departments of our communities are 
the center of sustainability leadership.  Many cast saving ideas come from them.  They 



have gone to a pay as you throw project charging for excess trash disposal, forcing 
recycling.  They shift and sort street sweepings, reducing land fill dumping costs by 108 
tons so far!  They have partnered with the local Beloit Box Board to take their recycled 
paper.  They use geo-melt like we do, and actually manufacture it in the city (sell it to 
others).  They have developed a reflective thermal plastic striping system to reduce need 
for painting from yearly to every ten years.  They are now working on a project (Grant 
supported) with a local Truck firm to go to Hydrogen for all city equipment; justification 
being reduced fuel charges.  Beth was totally open to a visit by members of our 
community board to share ideas; suggest inclusion of public works leaders in that group! 
 
Appleton: Oren Jacobson explained that Cots Riverview program is challenging the 
existing city ordinances and working to work with civic and city leaders to redefine them 
with a new sustainable focus.  One of the neat things they are working on is the weed 
ordinance that limits (200) square feet of lawn area on any property to plantings of over 
8” in height; this goes to the city council for approval this Wednesday.  They are working 
on a water retention plan that will be an example for the community; they are working to 
put numbers on the benefits of things like rain barrels (example is (4) rain barrels on each 
of the 28,000 homes Appleton could eliminate the need for the a major part of the city’s 
water retention pond needs now in the budget).  They have also identified that the density 
of food waste is a major contributor to the tipping fee costs of trash the city dumps at $38 
per ton.  They want to be a reference for sustainable activities and how these integrate 
with the human needs for work, food, housing, walking space and environmental 
responsibility.   
 
My comments:  It again seems like there is a wealth of information that we as a city 
could obtain if we were to reach out to other communities and their public works 
departments.  Visiting the websites, going to the cities of interest, implementing some of 
the ideas to save money, marketing the results and then reinvesting a portion of the 
savings in personnel to develop other sustainable (money saving ideas) might be a plan 
that we should consider. 




