
It is expected that a Quorum of the Personnel Committee, Board of Public Works, Plan Commission and 
Administration Committee will be attending this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of any of 
those bodies will be taken) 
 

"Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population and those with disabilities are invited to 
contact the Menasha City Clerk at 967-3603 24-hours in advance of the meeting for the City to arrange special accommodations." 
 

 
CITY OF MENASHA 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 
1st Floor Conference Room 
140 Main Street, Menasha 

 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 
 

6:30 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  
(five (5) minute time limit for each person) 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
1. Sustainability Board minutes, 3/16/10 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Global Conservation Act – Linda Stoll 

 

F. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Open meetings law requirements as related to Board member interactions 
2. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) information - Chris Bohne 
3. 2010 Work Program/Project Planning 
 a.  Comments from Linda Stoll 
 b.  Comments from Jill Enos 
4. Home and building energy conservation initiatives  
5. Sustainability Board input on Comprehensive Plan Review   
6.  “Do not mail” resolution 
7. Biggest Loser Energy Conservation Challenge – Roger Kanitz 
 

G. ACTION ITEMS 
1.  Resolution supporting “Active Community Transportation Act of 2010” (Rails to Trails campaign)     
(revised resolution to be received) 
2.  Set next regular meeting date 

 

H. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS & STAFF 
1. Valley Transit Update (Roger Kanitz) 
2. Department TNS presentations/Sustainability training  
3. Safe Routes to School update 
4. Rain Garden demonstration project update 
5. Office of Energy Independence Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant update 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/sust.%20minutes%203-16-10.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/global%20conservation.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/open%20records.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/Linda%20email.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/Jill%20email.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/Roger%20email%20and%20tree%20planting.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/Do%20Not%20Mail%20Registry%20Q%20%20A.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/biggest%20loser%20info.pdf
http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/rail%20to%20trail%20email%20and%20resolution.pdf


It is expected that a Quorum of the Personnel Committee, Board of Public Works, Plan Commission and 
Administration Committee will be attending this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of any of 
those bodies will be taken) 
 

 
CITY OF MENASHA 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 
Common Council Chambers 

140 Main Street, Menasha 
 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 
 

Draft Minutes 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order by Linda Stoll at 6:38 p.m. 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 Present:  Roger Kanitz, Sadie Schroeder, Chris Bohne, Jill Enos, Linda Stoll 
 Excused:  Mike Dillon, Becky Bauer, Trevor Frank  
 Also Present:  Greg Keil, Kathy Thunes, Mike Malmstead 
  
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  

(five (5) minute time limit for each person) 
1.  Mike Malmstead reviewed the energy assistance programs available through Menasha Utilities 
and WPPI. 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
1. Sustainability Board minutes, 2/16/10  
Motion made by Roger Kanitz and seconded by Sadie Schroeder to approve minutes of the 
February 16, 2010 meeting. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
 None 

 

F. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. 2010 Work Program/Project Planning 

 
Board members discussed which areas it should focus on and to what extent the activities should be 
either goal or action oriented.   There was consensus that the committee should continue to work off 
of the Toward a Sustainable Community template, with primary emphasis on four topics –energy, 
transportation, procurement, and waste reduction/recycling.  Efforts are to be directed primarily 
through city department heads and supervisors.  Commissioners also discussed the approach that 
should be taken toward fulfilling the city’s pledge relative to the 25X25 goal it had adopted.   
  
 
Jill Enos reviewed a listing of proposed sustainability goals for the City of Menasha that she had 
adapted from the City of LaCrosse Sustainability Plan.  Linda Stoll commented on the goals and 
initiatives she advanced to the committee.  
 
Linda also reviewed the progress that had been made on organizing the First Impressions program 
with the City of Wisconsin Rapids   Catherine Neiswender and Mary Kohrell from UWEX will assist.  
Greg Keil is to forward contact information regarding the Menasha Action Council to Linda. 
 

 



 
 
2.  Home and Building Energy Conservation Initiatives  

Roger Kanitz gave an update on the Fox Valley Energy Challenge and stated that the concept is 
to encourage homeowners to save energy.  He is working on setting up a meeting to introduce 
the concept to Menasha Utilities and city staff. 

 
3. Fruit Tree Planting Option  

Roger Kanitz commented on an article in USA Today that highlighted urban orchards as a 
means for promoting food security and local food options.   

 
4.  “Do Not Mail” Resolution 

Sadie Schroeder discussed advancing a “do not mail” resolution as advocated by the 
organization Forest Ethics.  Commissioners discussed the benefits of reduced waste and the 
potential impact of reduced bulk mail on employment and Postal Services revenues.   

 

G. ACTION ITEMS 
1.  Resolution supporting “Active Community Transportation Act of 2010” (Rails to Trails campaign) 

Greg Keil reported on the proposed Active Community Transportation Act legislation. 
Commissioners discussed the emphasis on rails to trails, and were interested in broader 
resolution language with a “Complete Street” tie-in.   Greg Keil is to contact Walt Raith at 
ECWRPC to draft a revised resolution.   

 
2.  Set next regular meeting date 
 Next meeting set for April 20, 2010 

 

H. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS & STAFF 
1. Valley Transit Update (Roger Kanitz) 

Roger commented on the presentation to the transportation commission on the creation of 
Regional Transit Authority legislation. 

 
2. Department TNS presentations/Sustainability training  

Department Head Sustainability Training – Greg Keil reported that the training on Fleet 
Management/Energy Conservation had been rescheduled for the April city Department Head 
meeting 

 
3. Safe Routes to School update 

Greg Keil reported on a meeting that was sponsored by ECWRPC on the SRTS program with 
representatives of the Menasha School District and the city.  Greg is to email board members 
notice of future meetings.   

 
4. Rain Garden Demonstration Project Update 

Greg Keil reported that the Rrain garden plants had been ordered and that Eric Fowle from 
ECWRPC was working on obtaining materials for the retaining wall.   

 
5. Office Energy Independence Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant update 
 Greg Keil reported that grant awards are to be announced shortly. 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion made by Chris Bohne and seconded by Sadie Schroeder to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 
 Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted by CDD Greg Keil 

http://www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2010/rail%20to%20trail%20email%20and%20resolution.pdf














Energy Planning Ideas based on Community Comprehensive Plan Review 
Roger Kanitz 4/20/10 
 
Summary… 
Looking again at the planning booklet and focusing on energy saving ideas for our city 
structures, I realized that the document is mostly focused outward in the community and 
provides only indirect direction for the city buildings and staff.  Perhaps this in itself needs to be 
a key part of the document’s refinement, reflecting our 2525 community energy pledge. 
 
So, I then took a look at the energy related elements that were noted for the community to see 
if I might relate them back to the city buildings and staff.  I found and listed the few items that 
reflected some degree of energy saving in the either the Goals or Objectives.   
 
The one term that came closest was the “Reduce the long‐term costs and environmental 
impact of municipal facilities and operations’ goal under the Utilities title.  However there were 
no referenced notes that illustrated what that meant in terms of sustainable energy issues. 
 
I would say the plan as currently written provides our community no direction on the topic of 
sustainable energy saving direction for city buildings.  I would recommend that: 

a)  We utilize the home rehabilitation objectives described in the Plan to develop funding 
structures that can be used to improve our city’s buildings. 

b) That a projection on energy usage in the community (city buildings), it costs and sources 
current supply be part of the plan review in the future. 

 
These two items will by their nature logically direct us toward energy conservation and local 
sustainable sources as we discuss costs and savings options.  I would welcome some discussion 
on this at our next Sustainability Board meeting.  It would be great to find that I missed a 
section in the Plan. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Issues and Opportunities:  

a) Minimize impact of development on energy and natural resources. 
2‐24: Continue to pursue and provide funds for affordable rehabilitation of substandard 

or deteriorating properties. 
2‐24: Encourage community involvement in the maintenance and enhancement of 

public and private properties and adjacent right‐of‐way in residential 
neighborhoods. 

Housing:  
a) Preserve, rehabilitate, and stabilize the city’s existing housing stock and residential 

neighborhoods. 
2‐27 through 2‐32: Many points noted as to developing funding structures that will 
encourage home improvement in community 

Transportation:  
a) Provide a safe, efficient, and cost effective transportation system for the movement of 

people and goods. 



b) Incorporate energy conservation principles in transportation facility design and services. 
Economic Development:  

a) Support the economic development initiatives in the community and region to promote 
the creation of jobs and income opportunities. 

Utilities and Community Facilities 
a) Provide high quality and cost effective community facilities and services that meet 

existing and projected future needs. 
b) Ensure the provision of reliable, efficient, and well‐planned utilities to adequately serve 

existing and future development. 
4‐35: Seek to balance desired service levels with potential negative community impacts 
when reviewing the proposed design and location of telecommunications, wind energy, 
and other utility towers. 

c) Reduce the long‐term costs and environmental impact of municipal facilities and 
operations. 
4‐36 through 4‐44:  no reference noted to energy efficiency improvement related goals 
for community structures or operations. 



From Will Craven from ForestEthics addressing our two questions: 

1) Has Forest Ethics had any dialogue with the USPS or does Forest Ethics have any thoughts about 

how this will affect the USPS? 

2) What will be the criteria to determine what is considered "junk mail"? 

To the question of whether or not we can refer them to any dialogue between us and the USPS, the 

answer is that we have had conversations with local letter carriers in the San Francisco Bay, but have not 

had productive discussions with the higher‐ups at the USPS. 

 

The US Postal clearly needs to reinvent itself to meet the communications needs of citizens in the 21st 

century. Their customers are telling them that they're no longer willing to accept the junk mail status 

quo. Like any other business, the USPS will only alienate customers by continuing to force upon them 

precisely what they don't want. 

 

The USPS will likely face a reckoning on its business plan before there is any Do Not Mail Registry in 

existence. Since 2005, junk mail has been the majority of what they’re delivering, and they’ve been 

struggling since. The way things are going — the institution lost a whopping $3.8 billion last year – major 

changes will have to be instituted before we ever see a state‐level Do Not Mail Registry. The USPS lost 

$5.1 billion in 2007, $2.8 billion in 2008, and $3.8 billion in 2009. Is a non‐existent Do Not Mail Registry 

really  their greatest threat? 

 

What would we be helpful as we begin to figure out how to rescue and reform the Postal Service, is to 

hear from citizens what they find unsatisfying about the mail experience. Junk mail is at the top of the 

list. So let's pass this resolution to further incentivize reform that doesn't perpetuate the nonsensical 

circulation of paper waste, from production to taxpayer‐funded disposal. 

 

One idea we've floated frequently is that the USPS should own and operate a national Do Not Mail 

Registry.  Americans would likely trust them to safeguard consumer choice, and the USPS could generate 

revenue by selling lists of people who want direct mail to businesses, as well as by penalizing mailers 

who mail those on the Do Not Mail list. 

 

As for question #2, we're open to a variety of viewpoints on the scope of a registry. We've wanted to 

remain open regarding the contours of any actual bill so as to include all interested parties in the 

negotiation. For example, a certain place might want to exempt local businesses with an X mile radius. 

Likewise, mail from a business with which a resident has an active business relationship (defined 

perhaps as having purchased something within the last, for example, 36 months) might be exempt. 

There are a lot of ways this could work. 

 

What we want to give Americans is some measure of control over something which they currently have 

no control over. This likely means that "junk mail" would end up being defined as unsolicited 

commercial mail. 



 

What a resolution would do now is start the conversation on these contours, and on what a registry 

would actually look like. This resolution states the citizen demand for a solution, and from there, a 

solution can be devised. 

 

For better or for worse, political, religious, and nonprofit speech would most likely be exempt, as they 

have stronger First Amendment protections than commercial speech. Many efforts to restrict mail in the 

past have been struck down by courts for trying to restrict these types of speech. 































Resolution _______ 
 

A Resolution Supporting and Endorsing HR4722, the Active Community Transportation Act of 2010 
 

Introduced by________________________________. 
 
WHEREAS:  The City of Menasha has adopted a goal to “Support and promote the development and use 
of multiple modes of transportation” through its Year 2030 Comprehensive Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS:  Walking and bicycling foster safer, more livable, family friendly communities, promote 
physical activity and health, and reduce vehicle emissions and fuel use; and 
 
WHEREAS:  It is the policy of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) to incorporate 
safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation projects, and has asserted that 
every transportation agency has the responsibility to improve conditions and opportunities for walking 
and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into transportation systems; and  
 
WHEREAS:  HR 4772, The Active Community Transportation Act of 2010 will create a national 
program to provide communities with concentrated investments to create active transportation networks – 
walking and bicycling facilities and programs and improved access to transit. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the  City of Menasha supports and endorses HR4722, 
The Active Community Transportation Act of 2010 to invest in communities that are creating safer, better 
walking and bicycling opportunities and improved access to transit for all their citizens. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That this resolution be forwarded to the City of Menasha’s 
congressional delegation.    






























