
It is expected that a Quorum of the Personnel Committee, Board of Public Works, Plan Commission and 
Administration Committee will be attending this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of any of 
those bodies will be taken) 
 

 
CITY OF MENASHA 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 
First Floor Conference Room 

140 Main Street, Menasha 
 

Tuesday, December 16, 2008 
 

6:30 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY 
BOARD  
(five (5) minute time limit for each person) 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
Sustainability Board Minutes, 11/18/08 
 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Cap Times Article, 11/26/08; Home Savings article 

 

F. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Report on Lt. Governor’s Climate Change conference 
2. City Department TNS Presentations/Sustainability Policy 
3. Pool Baseline Study-Approach and Timetable 
4. Demonstration projects - Stormwater/Water quality, natural landscaping  
5. Walking & Bike Audit 
6. Neighborhood Electric Vehicle Ordinance 
7. Sub-committee formation 

 
G. ACTION ITEMS 

1.  2025 Resolution and Grant Application 
2.  R-24-08 – Supporting 21st Century Transportation 
3.  Set next meeting date 
 

H. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 
1. Report on ECOS-FV meeting (Roger Kanitz) 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

"Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population and those with disabilities 
are invited to contact the Menasha City Clerk at 967-3603 24-hours in advance of the meeting for the City to 
arrange special accommodations." 
 

http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/sustainability%20min%20nov%2018.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/cap%20times%20article.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/Pool%20baseline%20study.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/NEV%20info.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/energy%20indep.%20info.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/R-24-08.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/R-24-08.pdf
http://novuspub.ci.menasha.wi.us/COM/Clerk/Sustainability_Board/2008/R-24-08.pdf


 
CITY OF MENASHA 

SUSTAINABILITY BOARD 
Third Floor Council Chambers 

140 Main Street, Menasha 
 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008 
 

Minutes 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Linda Stoll 

 
B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 

Present:  Linda Stoll, Roger Kanitz, Becky Bauer, Trevor Frank, Mike Dillon 
Also Present:  Mayor Merkes, Bill Schultz 
Excused:  CDD Greg Keil 

 
C. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER OF CONCERN TO THE SUSTAINABILITY BOARD  

(five (5) minute time limit for each person) 
 
No public comments were made 

 
D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 

Moved by Roger Kanitz, seconded by Becky Bauer to approved minutes of 10/14/08.  
Motion Carries. 

E. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. UW-Extension, Webinar Series:  Focus on Sustainability 

Linda commented that the UW Extension Sustainability series runs through next year; we can 
contact C. Neiswender for how to get to this information electronically for down-load and 
review. 

 
F. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Lt. Governor’s Climate Change conference – Menasha Team 
Mayor Merkes will contact 2 city and 1 school representatives to fill out the City of Menasha 
Team that will attend the Lt Governor’s Climate Change Conference.  Linda Stoll explained the 
need to have City officials attend Dec 12th conference who can implement changes in the City 
Operation. 

 
2. City Department TNS Presentations/Sustainability Policy 

Sustainability brochure developed by Community Development  needs to be revised to 
properly reflect charter of our board based on the resolution that the council passed; Becky 
Bauer and Linda Stoll agreed to make suggestions on this.  Our charter is to first help the City 
develop a city-wide sustainability plan using the Natural Step for Communities and the UW 
Extension Sustainability Toolkit as guides.  Secondly it is to advise the City on sustainability 
actions that help implement the goals of the plan.  It was suggested that we place the topic of 
the training of city staff as an item for discussion at our next meeting.  Suggestions were made 
to place TNS training in the education budget for the city for ’09 and potentially develop an on-
line training program to make it easier for staff to use.  The Departments of Public Works, 
Community Development and Parks were targeted for this training. 

 



 

3. Pool Baseline Study-Approach and Timetable 
Becky Bauer is continuing to develop the pool usage survey with her students.  Baseline report 
is due for review at our next meeting 

 
4. Stormwater/Water quality demonstration projects 

ECWRPC is planning to install a water garden on its site next spring which will be cared for by 
staff of the commission themselves. 

5. Walking & Bike Audit 
Audit of walking and biking will be conducted next year.  Linda Stoll noted that there are two 
programs – Safe Routes to School and Complete Streets – that have assessment tools 
available on-line that students and citizens can use to help the Board complete this goal. 

6. Neighborhood Electric Vehicle Ordinance 
Greg Keil is asked to get a copy of the electric vehicle ordinances passed by the Town and 
Appleton for review at our next meeting. 

7. Recap of Farmers Market-Planning for 2009 
We believe the agreement with Neenah to jointly advertise the farmer’s market program next 
year still exists.  Timing and such will then match the Neenah plan. 

 
8. Options to Support Sustainability Information – Bill Schultz  

Bill Schultz of Cumulus Broadcasting will forward us the power-point presentation he made.  
He showed us his “Answers to Your Energy Questions” advertising program which is intended 
to provide simple, clear and economical energy/sustainability guidelines to the public.  This is 
intended to be supportive of developing a broader understanding of the benefits of sustainable 
thinking in the community.  He stated that if people receive confused and conflicting 
information on sustainability issues, they will generally be confused and NOT take any action.  
We need to develop a clear message to be effective. 

G. ACTION ITEMS 
1.  2025 Resolution and Grant Application 
     Moved by Becky Bauer, seconded by Trevor Frank to recommend the 2025 Resolution for  
      adoption by the City Council at their next meeting.  
Motion Carried. 
 
It is noted that if we get this grant funding, the city will need to conduct more sustainability training 
across all departments not just in the prioritized city departments of planning, public works, and 
parks. 
 
2. Set next meeting date 

Next meeting date was set for December 16th at the same location and time. 

H. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 
1. Report on ECOS-FV meeting on Nov. 6, 2008 (Roger Kanitz) 

A review of the November 6th ECOS meeting was made by Roger Kanitz.  Twelve 
sustainability groups in the Valley attended and described their activities and goals to the 
attendees.  The major needs that were expressed related to improved communication between 
groups as well as to finding better ways to communicate with the citizens of the Fox Valley.  
Electronic copies of the summary notes will be forwarded to Greg for inclusion in the minutes 
of the meeting. 

 



 

 2.  Mike Dillon handed out a series of informational sheets.  He will send those to the 
commissioners electronically so we can develop some electronic versions for future use.  We 
will have to come up with a storage location for this type of information going forward that is 
also accessible to the public (Focol, Portal Wisconsin, our web-site, UW-Extension and the 
Office of Energy were used as examples). 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM by Linda Stoll 



















Town of Menasha’s NEV Ordinance: 
 
ORD#080825-1:ORD Second Reading and Adoption 
AMEND TOWN OF MENASHA MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 4 ADDING 
SECTION 4.11 - ALLOWING NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
The Town Board of Supervisors of the Town of Menasha does hereby ordain as follows: 
  
Part I. Chapter 4 is hereby amended to add Section 4.11 Neighborhood Electric Vehicles 
to read as follows: 
 
4.11 ALLOWING NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
(1) Authority. 
 
Pursuant to the authority granted to the Town of Menasha by Wisconsin Statute 
349.26(2), the following sections are hereby created to read as follows. 
 
(2) Definition. 
 
Neighborhood Electric Vehicle shall have the definition provided in Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 349.26(1), including any amendments thereto. 
 
(3) Regulation.  
 
 (a)  Neighborhood electric vehicles may be operated on all streets and connecting 

highways within the municipal boundary of the Town of Menasha, except as 
limited by State law and this section. 

 
 (b)  Each person operating a neighborhood electric vehicle on a public street in the 

Town of Menasha shall possess a valid driver’s license. 
 
 (c)  Each person operating a Neighborhood Electric Vehicle on a public street in the 

Town of Menasha shall be granted all of the rights and be subject to all of the 
duties applicable to a driver of any motor vehicle in the State of Wisconsin, 
including maintaining insurance as required by State law, except as to the special 
regulations in this section, and except as to those provisions which by their nature 
do not apply to the operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle. 

 
 (d)  Each person operating a neighborhood electric vehicle on a public street in the 

Town of Menasha shall observe all traffic laws and local ordinances regarding the 
rules of the road. A neighborhood electric vehicle shall not be operated on any 
public roadway with a posted speed limit greater than thirty-five (35) miles per 
hour.   

 



 (f)  The Town shall create, and the Community Development Department shall, at all 
times, maintain a map highlighting those roadways within the Town boundaries 
on which neighborhood electric vehicle use is prohibited.  

 
 
All sections within this chapter from this point forward shall be renumbered accordingly. 
 
 
Part II.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances contradicting the provisions of this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Part III. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and 
publication or posting. 
 
 
Date Introduced:  August 25, 2008 
 
Accepted the First Reading this 25th day of August, 2008 
 
Accepted the Second Reading and Adoption this 8th day of September, 2008 
 
Requested by: The Town of Menasha Sustainability Committee 
Submitted by: Arden Tews, Town Chairman 
 
 
 
           ____ 
       Arden Tews, Town Chairman 
 
 
       ____________________________ 

Attest: Karen Backman, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Wisconsin NEV Cities: 
 
The following cities have approved an NEV ordinance:  
 
Stoughton, Mt. Horeb, Monona, Sun Prairie, Prairie du Sac, Sauk City, Boscobel, 
Reedsburg, Waupan, Hillsboro, Wonewoc, La Crosse, Eau Claire, Eagle River, DePere, 
Green Bay, Ashwaubenon, Janesville, Beloit, Milwaukee, Ashland, South Beloit, 
Kaukauna, Delevan, West Baraboo, Madison, Racine, Fontana, West Allis, Black River 
Falls, Spring Green, River Falls, Pardeville, Union Grove, Marshfield, Verona, Suamico, 
Egg Harbor, Pleasant Point, Columbus, McFarland, Evansville, Edgerton, Elkhart Lake, 
Waupaca, Rice Lake.   
 
The following cities have NEV ordinances under consideration:   
Watertown, Oconomowoc, Milton, Menomonie, Manitowoc, Stevens Point, Albany, 
Wausau, Whitehall, Waukesha, Monroe, Onalaska, Holmen, Grafton, Cedarburg.  
 
If your city is not listed above and it currently has an NEV ordinance or one is under 
consideration, please contact us so we may update our lists.  
 
We are willing to provide any assistance needed to have your community consider an 
NEV ordinance. This includes bringing an NEV to your city and meeting with your local 
government officials. 
 
 
From GreenAutos.com:  https://www.greenautos.com/NEV_Cities.php 
 

https://www.greenautos.com/Contact_Us.php




 
R-24-08 

 
Resolution to support 21st Century Transportation for America 

 
WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s transportation system – the backbone of our economy-  is desperately in need 
of a new vision, plan and set of priorities that meet our needs and solve our transportation; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Roads, bridges and transit infrastructure in the City of Menasha and across Wisconsin are 
increasingly in need of repair; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Federal spending for transportation is distributed in an outdated manner that rewards 
increasing gas consumption and new road construction at the expense of repairing current roads and 
bridges and transit infrastructure; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Menasha Common Council values capital investments for transportation that 
contributes to dynamic and accessible communities where residents have multiple transportation 
options; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Menasha Common Council values capital investments for transportation that 
encourages reduction in global warming and smog forming pollution, traffic congestion, and 
dependence on oil, while also improving safety and promoting healthy, sustainable communities. 
 
NOW, THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, The City of Menasha, on behalf of the citizens of Menasha, 
urges Congress and the Wisconsin State Legislature to support a transportation infrastructure 
investment plan that expands clean, efficient transportation choices for all Americans. 
 
NOW, THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, The City of Menasha, on behalf of the citizens of Menasha, 
urges Congress and the Wisconsin State Legislature to support a transportation infrastructure 
investment plan that fixes our crumbling roads and bridges by investing more federal highway money 
in maintenance, not massive new highway projects. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The City of Menasha, on behalf of the citizens of Menasha, urges 
Congress and Wisconsin State Legislature to support a transportation infrastructure investment plan that 
spends taxpayers’ money more wisely by requiring objective criteria to prioritize the projects most in 
need to serve the people of Wisconsin.  That means money should be prioritized on reducing our 
dependence on oil, curbing global warming pollution, alleviating congestion, improving safety, and 
supporting healthy, sustainable comminutes 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The City of Menasha, on behalf of the citizens of Menasha, urges 
Congress and Wisconsin State Legislature to grant the authority to form regional transportation 
authorities in communities that want them. 
 
 
Passed and approved this _______ day of _______________, 2008.   
  
 
 ________________________________ 
 Donald Merkes, Mayor   
      
 
 Attest:  ________________________________ 
 Deborah A. Galeazzi, City Clerk 


