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Oakdale Soccer Fields

Summer Kick-Off at Sandy Bottom

As you may know, the Town has a long
history of providing land and facilities to private
groups without charge. For example, the Rescue
Squad, the Historical Society, and the North
River Library all sit on Town land. The
Volunteer Fire Company uses Harrison Park for
its lawn party. Rockingham-Augusta Search and
Rescue leases a portion of the depot at Oakdale
Park. The Little League leases its fields from the
Town. And the list goes on.
We regularly review all of these agreements
to ensure that they still serve a useful purpose
and that the taxpayers are well served. Our latest
review was for the soccer field at Oakdale Park.
That arrangement provided that Rockingham
County would cut the grass on the field in
exchange for the right to operate a portion of its
soccer program there. In recent years, the
County had assigned their right to Shenandoah
Valley United, a private concern which used
Oakdale exclusively for practices.
Our review concluded that the agreement
should be terminated. Because it serves both as
playing field and a drainage structure, the
Oakdale Field cannot withstand overuse. Each
practice, therefore, wore out the field a little.
Perhaps more importantly, the organized
practices deprived residents of the ability to use
the field for unstructured play.
We want to be courteous to Shenandoah
Valley United, so for the next year or so, we will
allow them to reserve the field from time to
time. We will also allow other groups to reserve
it occasionally. Increasingly, however, we will
ensure that the field is open for casual play.
Lastly, even casual play has consequences for
the field, so henceforth, unless players have
special permission, we will prohibit the use of
cleats on the field.

Help us start the summer season
with some family fun at Sandy
Bottom Mini-Golf on Saturday,
May 26! We’ll have Ben & Jerry’s ice
cream, food from Valley Pike BBQ,
and of course, mini-golf!
Events include:

Listen to Kelly May Brown
at 6 p.m., followed by
“The Greatest Game
Ever Played” at 8 p.m.

5:00-6:00 p.m.

Mini-golf tournament

6:00-8:00 p.m.

Music by Kelly May Brown

8:00-10:00 p.m. Movie “The Greatest
Game Ever Played”
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy
our movie on the big screen in the field
adjacent to the clubhouse.
Free admission for all events - hope to see you there!

Yard Sale Day - Saturday, June 2
To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily NewsRecord, the Town’s website and Facebook page, please call
B-Connected at 908-4212 or e-mail us your address at
yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.
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Touch a Truck at Gen Park
“Touch a Truck” returns on Saturday, May 12 from 9 to 11 a.m.
at Generations Park. This free event offers children a hands-on
opportunity to explore working trucks, vehicles, and equipment of all
types. It also gives children—and adults—an opportunity to meet with
the people who build, protect, and serve the Bridgewater community,
and to gain a better understanding of the professional equipment used
to do their jobs effectively.
A special thanks to
the Bridgewater Police
Department,
Bridgewater Fire
Department,
Bridgewater Rescue
Squad, Lawrence
Equipment, and
Perdue for
volunteering their time
and vehicles for this
community event.

Tennis Clinic

June 2 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the
Doug Will Tennis Center
Free tennis clinic open to Bridgewater
residents that are currently in 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade. Beginners welcome! Join
Turner Ashby Varsity Tennis Coaches, Matt
Shockey and Karen Clark, for a free clinic.
Bring a tennis racket and water bottle.
Registration is required. To register visit
bridgewater.town and follow the link to
Community Pass or call
B-Connected at 908-4212.

Charlotte’s Web - Live!
Come out to Generations Park
on Saturday, June 2 at 7:30 p.m.
and get tangled up in this
captivating tale of friendship and
loyalty. An affectionate runt of a
pig named Wilbur meets a
barnyard full of animals who
quickly become family. When
Wilbur’s life is endangered, the
thoughtful spider Charlotte devises
an intriguing plan to keep the
gentle little swine safe. This feelgood heart-warming classic is perfect
for the whole family.

Watch Charlotte’s Web
performed live at Gen Park
on Saturday, June 2 from
7:30-8:30 p.m.

We’re pleased to welcome the
Roanoke Children’s Theatre for this performance of Charlotte’s
Web.
Admission is free! Bring your own lawn chairs
and blankets and enjoy the show. Popcorn
available for purchase from PrePopsterous.

Presented by the
Roanoke Children’s
Theatre
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Y:Jay’s Column About Policy
100 North Main Street
100 North Main Street is arguably the most iconic
address in Town. Longtime residents may know it as
“BAS Clothing,” or “Robson’s Store,” or as the home
of many other businesses. At the turn of the 20th
Century, it was “Sipe’s Store,” and it was a bustling
center of commerce. We were saddened last summer
when the façade of the two conjoined buildings
began to crumble. Our judgment was that the
buildings were a public safety hazard, so we
purchased them and razed them. Once the buildings
came down (and before our sod even took hold) the
rumors began. Some of the rumors were grandiose,
the best being that a five-story hotel would be
constructed on the site.
Alas,
reality
couldn’t keep
pace with
our most
imaginative
citizens, but
we have
come up
with a pretty
great idea:
Sipe Center.
Named for
the site’s
most venerable and prosperous business, if Sipe
Center is constructed, it will be a movie theater,
playhouse, auditorium, and possibly coffee shop. Its
design will honor the old buildings which dominated
the Bridgewater “skyline” for over a century, but it
will be a thoroughly modern building.
Just as importantly, it will house Town Council
meetings, thus freeing the existing Council Chambers
for use by the police department. The police have
been overcrowded for a decade, but a new building
seemed to be the only remedy. For several reasons,
we weren’t ready to commit to a dedicated police
building. With Sipe Center in place, the police can
have the room they need without leaving 201 Green
Street!
We expect to have a final proposal to the Council
in August. Want to know more? Check out our report
on the Town website.
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Mini-Golf and Par-3 Open
Mini-Golf and Par-3 are open for the season.
Mini-golf is open only on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday until Memorial Day weekend.
Mini-Golf Hours
Friday, Saturday, & Sunday
Noon to 10 pm
Non-Town residents: $5
Par-3 Hours
6 am to Dark daily
Non-Town residents
Monday-Thursday:
Friday-Sunday:

$4
$5

Town residents play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free
with a B-Rec card.
Mini-Golf will be open seven
days a week beginning on
Memorial Day weekend.

Bridgewater
Summer Camp
Registration continues for
Bridgewater Summer Camp! The
camp will be held on July 23-26
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (rain
date is Friday, July 27th.)
Activities will take place at Oakdale Park, Harrison
Park & the Doug Will Tennis Center, Wildwood
Park, and Sandy Bottom Park & Mini-Golf Course.
The camp is open to all
children from ages 5 to 11.
The registration fee is $100 per
child for residents of the Town
of Bridgewater. Non-residents
can register for $125.
Space is limited—
registration and payment for
summer camp must be completed by June 1st and
submitted to the front desk of the Bridgewater
Community Center or online through the Town’s
Community Pass website. (For credit card payments,
please register online through Community Pass.) To
learn more, please visit bridgewater.town under
Attractions - Summer Camp.
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Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick
at Generations Park. For more info visit bridgewater.town.
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May Events Around Town

Follow Up: Recycling & Trash Collection

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement
Community.

Many of you have contacted
us about last month’s recycling
column. You are obviously
concerned about the situation, as
are we. As we continue to
investigate, two facts are
becoming clear. First, the market
for some recyclables is horrible.
And second, all of us—you, the Town, and Green
Earth LLC, our recycler—are battling Fact 1 as best
we can.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. For
info, call Vickie Bland at 478-3394.
Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.
Museum hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday-Saturday.
Visit bridgewatervahistmuseum.org for more information.
May 14: Bridgewater Family & Community Educators 7 p.m. - For more info, call Betsy Glendye at 820-6971.
(Second Monday of every month).
May 14: “Recognizing and Reporting Suspicious
Activity at Houses of Worship” - 7 p.m. - Bridgewater
Community Center (Council Chambers). Presented by
Austin White, Special Agent of the Virginia Fusion Center.
May 15: Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 p.m. (3rd Tuesday
of every month). Bridgewater Retirement Community, 210
Virginia Avenue, Houff Community Center, Smith Room.
May 16: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m. Meeting at the Post
home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every month.)
Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for more info.
Submit upcoming events to events@bridgewater.town

We have no changes to announce concerning
the recycling program. The tenuous marketplace is
holding together for now.
Also, please remember large item pickup week
begins on the FIRST MONDAY of the month.
The next large item collection week begins on
Monday, June 4th.
Municipal Calendar
May 8 .................. Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
May 31……………………...…...Town Offices Closed

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff. For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212.

