Bridgewater
Current
Volume 40, Number 6

June 2018

Gen-Oak, Main Street Sidewalk Projects to Receive Funding
The proposed Gen-Oak Connector is
set to receive funding in VDOT’s updated
Six-Year Plan which was released to the
public on May 3. Gen-Oak will install
sidewalks along Liberty Street between
Generations Park and Mt. Crawford
Avenue, and also extend sidewalks along
Mt. Crawford Avenue between Liberty
Street and the North River Library. GenOak’s projected cost of $255,000 will be
fully funded through a VDOT Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant.
From North River Library, a permeable
paver path will be installed into the park to
connect Naomi Lane and the Depot at
Gen-Oak will add sidewalks to Liberty St. and Mt. Crawford Ave.,
Oakdale Park. Crosswalks will be installed
into Oakdale Park, and safer crossing at Liberty St. and Naomi Lane
on Mt. Crawford Avenue at the
intersections of Liberty Street and Naomi
Lane. Engineering and design work will begin in 2019, with construction expected in 2020.
Bridgewater also received funding for B-SIP—the Bridgewater Safety Improvement
Program—which will improve sidewalk intersections along Main Street. Our Main Street traffic
study last summer cited the need for improvements along Main Street. Sidewalks will be made
ADA-accessible at 14 intersections. At four of our stoplight intersections—College, Dinkel,
Mt. Crawford, and Oakwood—audible pedestrian signals will be installed. These
improvements were also fully funded through a VDOT HSIP grant. Work will begin on these
improvements in early 2019.
Finally, we also received a $200,000 funding match through Revenue Sharing for
the Dry River Road sidewalk project. This project will install a sidewalk and bicycle
Main St. improvements
lane along Dry River Road from Old River Road to Cannery Woods Drive. Expect
include new, audible
a public hearing this July as we
crosswalk buttons at four of
move forward on this project.
our stoplight intersections.

Sipe Center Listening Session
A listening session about the proposed Sipe Center movie
theater will be held on Wednesday, June 6th from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
in the Town Council Chambers of the Bridgewater Community
Center.

Page 2

Bridgewater Current

June 2018

Update: Work Continues On Bruce, North Main Sewer Lines
Contractors are progressing on our sewer line
projects at Bruce Street and North Main Street.
Construction has reached Bruce Street, as Atkins
Excavating of Greenville is installing about 1,975 feet
of sewer line to connect households in this
neighborhood. Another month of work will likely
complete the Bruce Street installation. Weather
permitting, all of the mess will be cleaned up before
the Lawn Party.
By the time you read this, construction will be
starting along North Main Street. Commonwealth
Excavating of Verona will be installing about 2,460
feet of sewer line between the intersection of
Oakwood Drive up to John Wayland Elementary,
Crews continue to work on the installation of a
replacing an existing sewer line. During this
sewer line along Bruce Street.
construction, traffic will be reduced to one-lane on
southbound North Main Street. We hope to complete this project by the end of summer.

June Landscapes in Miniatures, Watercolor Classes Offered
We’re happy to offer this month the following classes in watercolor and miniature
__
landscapes:

__

Landscapes in Miniature DIY Class - Outdoor Fairy Garden for Kids:
Saturday, June 16th from 3-5:00 p.m. at Generations Park ($45) This DIY
class for kids will help you make a small potted fairy garden.
Beginning Watercolor: Tuesday, June 19th from 6-8:00 p.m. in Arey
Assembly Hall ($45) Kayla and Erika of K&E Paintings will walk you through
various watercolor techniques prior to making a floral wreath painting. All
materials supplied for this beginner’s course in watercolor painting.

Learn to watercolor paint
or try your hand at making
a miniature landscape.

Landscapes in Miniature DIY Class - Indoor Succulent Centerpiece:
Tuesday, June 26th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Arey Assembly Hall ($35) In this class,
you’ll choose from Haworthia, Echeveria, and Sedum varieties to create a beautiful
succulent centerpiece.
Signup for any of these classes at bridgewater.town/signup

Mini-Golf and Par-3 Hours
Mini-Golf and Par-3 are now open seven days a week.
Mini-Golf Hours:
Noon to 10 pm daily

Par-3 Hours:
6 am to Dark daily

Rates (Non-Town residents):
Monday-Thursday: $4
Friday-Sunday:
$5
Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf
for free with their B-Rec card.
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After Dark at Gen Park
Films & Concerts

By now, you probably know that the Council
has passed its FY2019 budget. The budget will
change the way we do business around here, and
it’s worth taking one more look at some of the
changes.
Most Town residents will see two effects. The
smaller effect will be a doubling of the consumer
utility tax (“CUT”) starting January 1. Currently the
CUT is $1.50 per month per residential electric or
natural-gas account, and it will increase to the state
residential maximum of $3.00 per month. The
second effect is that next year’s real estate tax
(“RET”) rate will be the lowest in the world: zero!
After the December 5 RET collection, we don’t
plan to collect it again.
Next year’s real estate tax rate will be the
lowest in the world: zero!
While most residents will be better off under
the new tax plan, businesses and non-profit
institutions will pay more. We wrote about this in
the budget book, but please understand that this is
not some populist, stick-it-to-the-man scheme to
transfer wealth from businesses to individuals. We
greatly value our businesses and institutions. The
Council simply concluded that our previous tax
system undercharged some segments of our
economy, relative to the benefits they received.
This undercharging was the product of statutory tax
exemptions and some extremely low assessments
for business properties. (I won’t paint with a broad
brush here, but it’s fair to say that some tax
consultants earned their paychecks by keeping
assessments low.)
We remain confident in the changes, but it is
important to remember that a better system isn’t a
perfect one. A couple of businesses, in particular,
had a lot to say about the new system, and we will
spend some time thinking about their contentions.
The General Assembly gives us a very small toolkit
to use for tax changes, but if we can find the right
tool to nudge our tax system a little more, we may
just do so.

Friday Night Films
(all films start at 8 p.m.)
June 8 – The Lion King
This 1994 Disney animated feature follows the adventures of
a young lion named Simba as he seeks to take back his
homeland with the help of his friends.
June 15 - Beauty and the Beast
An arrogant prince is cursed to live as a terrifying beast until
he finds true love in this 2017 live action version of the
original animated story.
June 22 - Frozen
When their kingdom becomes trapped in perpetual winter,
fearless Anna joins forces with mountaineer Kristoff and his
reindeer sidekick to find Anna's sister, Snow Queen Elsa, and
break her icy spell.
June 29 - La La Land
Sebastian and Mia are drawn together by their common
desire to do what they love. But as success mounts, they are
faced with decisions that begin to fray the fragile fabric of
their love. Staring Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone.

Saturday Night Concerts
(all concerts start at 7 p.m.)
June 9 – The Reflex
DC's ultimate 80's tribute band.
June 16 - Little Walter and the Convictions
A local band that plays the greatest hits of the 60's rock
music scene.
June 23 - Kelly May Brown
Kelly is a valley local entertainer and vocalist. She sings
everything from Patsy Cline to Katy Perry.
June 30 - Everyday People
This eight piece band from the Shenandoah Valley plays 60's
and 70's soul, funk, and R&B.

Free Admission!
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets!
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Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick
at Generations Park. For more info visit bridgewater.town.
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June Events Around Town
Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement Community.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m.
Bridgewater Presbyterian Church. Contact Vickie Bland at 478-3394.

Bridgewater Historical Museum, Thursday-Saturday,
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Visit bridgewatervahistmuseum.org for info.
June 4: Bridgewater Ruritan Club, 6:30 p.m. Bridgewater UMC
Fellowship Hall. Program includes: The Wenger Family Singers.

June 5: Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member for
Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 a.m. Bridgewater Community
Center. For more info call 885-3861.

June 11: Bridgewater Family & Community Educators
7 p.m. Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971.
June 12: Memory Café at 2 p.m., sponsored by the Alzheimer’s
Association.
Bridgewater Presbyterian Church (back entrance).
Support group for persons with any form of dementia and their care
partner. For more info contact Lauren: lblackshaw@alz.org.

Follow Up: Baseball
Bridgewater College has
advised the Town that it will not
participate with the Town in
attracting and hosting a Minor
League baseball team. We are
disappointed but look forward to
joining forces with BC on other
issues in the future.
As for the Town, our communication
channels with Minor League Baseball remain
open, but we are taking some time to evaluate
our position and our goals. We will not rush
into some alternative plan just to keep our
baseball dream alive, but neither will we
timidly and reflexively give up because we
encountered an obstacle. So we’re just being
patient and thoughtful about this.

June 19: Parkinson’s Support Group at 2 p.m., BRC,
210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community Center, Smith Room.

June 20: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m. Meeting at the Post home on
Dry River Road. Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com.

Municipal Calendar
June 12 ....... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

Submit upcoming events to events@bridgewater.town
Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff. For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212.

