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John Wayland Elementary Safe Routes to School
In 1969, 40% of all children walked or biked to
school—by 2001, less than 13% did. Over the same
period, rates of childhood obesity soared. In response,
Safe Routes to School was initiated by the federal
government in 2005 to increase bicycling and walking
to and from schools across our county.
Locally, Safe Routes to School (SRS) works with all
Rockingham County elementary schools to provide two
-week bicycle safety education instruction in
cooperation with physical education teachers. Their
traveling bicycle fleet moves between elementary
schools while each of the four local middle schools has
a dedicated bicycle fleet on campus. Their fleet includes dozens of “balance bikes” or smaller bicycles without
pedals, chain, or gears to foster balance and learning. The aim is for every student to be able to ride a bicycle by
the time they enter high school.
In addition to the in-school bicycle education, SRS organizes walk/bike to school events and initiatives where
possible and practical. Currently, at John Wayland Elementary, they are working with the school to hold a
monthly walk-to-school event on the third Friday of each month. Students and parents walk from their homes or
from our remote drop-off location, Oakdale Park, and walk up to the school via sidewalks lining Main Street. With
the help of the Bridgewater Police Department and Rockingham County Sheriff Deputies, students and their
families can cross Route 42 in front of the school between John Wayland and Turner Ashby.
Every student who walks receives an incentive item that also helps to make them more visible while on foot or
bike. SRS believes that, as a community, we can and should do more to make our communities safer, more
comfortable, and more inviting for all-ages who may choose to walk or bike as part of their daily life.
Do you have ideas or questions? Please contact Kyle Lawrence, SRS Coordinator for Rockingham County
Schools, at klawrence@rockingham.k12.va.us or (571) 277-8121.

Charter Day: February 7, 2018
Charter Day is set for February 7 at Generations Park. Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m. with:
 A trivia contest featuring questions about Bridgewater’s past, present, and future.
(Grand prize is a gold wrist band for free, first-in-line access to rides at our
Summers’ End Celebration);
 A variety of desserts, coffee, and hot chocolate;
 At 7 p.m., Maeko Sotomil will perform an ice skating exhibition; and
 At 7:17 p.m., a spectacular fireworks show will be launched from behind the
Bridgewater Community Center.
Of course, people will be able to ice skate throughout the evening, or enjoy a seat at
one of our four new fire tables. Join us as we celebrate Bridgewater’s 183rd birthday!
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Board Painting DIY Class

Par-3 reopens Saturday, March 31

Mini-Golf reopens Friday, April 6

This DIY class on Wednesday,
February 28th in Arey Assembly Hall
will walk you through the process of
making your own beautiful wooden sign
that can forever be hung in your home!
Certified art teachers, Kayla and Erika
of K&E Paintings, will teach you how
to work with wood, apply stain
techniques, master sanding, and finish
your masterpiece so it is ready to hang
in your home.
To register, visit www.bridgewater.town/signup

Yard Sale Day - Saturday, June 2
Summers’ End Celebration - September 3

Online Reservations
A reminder that all park shelters can be reserved online
through our Community Pass reservation system. Just to go
bridgewater.town and click on the Community Pass icon.
Community Pass will allow you to view shelter availability and
book online.
Town residents will continue to be able to reserve shelters at
no cost. Non-Town residents will be required to pay a small fee
to reserve a shelter. The rates are as follows:
Reservations for Monday thru Thursday:
$10 for up to a three hour reservation.
$5 for each additional hour reserved.

1st Place (“Other” category)
Alex Goryuk

Reservations for Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday:

Photography Contest - October
Our 3rd annual photo competition will be
this October, but as an early reminder, start
saving your best photographs for this year’s
contest. More information about the contest
will be released this summer.

$25 for up to a three hour
reservation.
$10 for each additional hour
reserved.
Reservations can be paid online through Community Pass.
For questions, please call B-Connected at 908-4212.

Real Estate Tax Relief
Real estate tax relief is available for the elderly (65 and older) as well as the permanently and totally disabled.
To qualify for relief, the applicant’s yearly income must not exceed $11,000 and their net worth not exceed
$30,000, excluding their primary dwelling.
If you meet these monetary requirements and would like to see if you qualify, an application may be obtained
from the Treasurer’s Office at 201 Green Street. All applications must be filed by April 1st of the taxable year.
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2018 Skating Schedule

Baseball
Minor League Baseball is the talk of the Town these
days, and although the potential is quite exciting, we
can’t get ahead of ourselves. Both the staff and the
Council are proceeding carefully and deliberately. We are
considering the same questions which govern all of our
actions: Would baseball, on balance, enhance the lives of
our citizens? Can we afford it without creating an undue
risk for our taxpayers? These are the questions which
keep a manager up at night—a town manager, that is,
not a baseball manager.
Like the Town, Bridgewater College is also
conducting its due diligence. They are asking themselves
questions just as difficult as those we ask at the Town
office. We hope to hear from them soon, but this
process will take as long as it takes. Neither the Town
nor the College is about to make a reckless move.
“Most of all, imagine walking down to the ballpark on
a warm summer’s evening to watch a Minor League
Baseball game for a reasonable price. That’s the
essence of our vision; we just want to make this an
even better place to live.”

But if we allow ourselves to dream for just a
moment, the dream is enticing. Imagine a Bridgewater
team playing in the Appalachian League. Because Appy
League teams are owned by Major League clubs, the
Appy League is stable, and the level of play is very high.
Imagine this team playing at BC during the summer
months, while the College is out of session. Imagine
them playing in a modern stadium filled with familyfriendly amenities. The stadium would be designed to
minimize any light and sound spilled into the
neighborhood. (Alas, it may be hard to muffle the cheers
when our boys knock a grand slam against, say, the
despised Bristol Pirates.) Most of all, imagine walking
down to the ballpark on a warm summer’s evening to
watch a Minor League Baseball game for a reasonable
price. That’s the essence of our vision; we just want to
make this an even better place to live.
Remember, though, those two questions still need to
be answered. In the coming weeks, we will be doing a lot
of listening and a lot of number-crunching. Even if the
Council instructs us to proceed, we won’t be making any
binding commitments. Instead, we will just peel off a
few more layers, so that we can see the facts more
clearly. It is only when we can plainly answer the two
questions in the affirmative will we finally step up to the
plate.

Date
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Hours
5:00 pm-9:00 pm
3:00 pm-9:00 pm
5:00 pm-9:00 pm
3:00 pm-9:00 pm
3:00 pm-10:00 pm
12:00 pm-10:00 pm
12:00 pm-9:00 pm

Rates:
$4.00

$5.00

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents.
Skating & skate rental is FREE for Town
residents (Please show your B-Rec card or come
by the office to obtain your FREE B-Rec card.)
Follow Generations Park on Facebook
for upcoming events and scheduling
announcements.
Our phone number at Gen Park is 908-3799.

Private Ice Skating Parties
Have your special gathering at the coolest place
in Town - Generations Park! Spaces are still
available for private parties on Saturdays through
March 3.
These time slots are available on Saturdays:



8:00-9:00 a.m. ($100)
9:00-10:30 a.m. (Only on February 17 - $175)

Rental fees include a private skating session and
rental skates for guests. Parties over 45 guests will
be charged an additional $25.
To schedule a party, go to Community Pass
at bridgewater.town.
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Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick
at Generations Park. For more info visit bridgewater.town.

Bridgewater Current
February Events Around Town
Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement
Community.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays 4:30 - 5:30 PM. For
info, call Vickie Bland at 478-3394.
Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.
Museum hours from 10 AM to 3 PM, Thursday-Saturday.
Visit bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017 for
more information. Special hours in honor of Charter Day
on Wednesday, February 7, from 10 AM - 3 PM.
February 3 - Bridgewater Retirement Community Yard
Sale. 200 Virginia Ave. (Old Emergency Squad
Building). 8 AM to 1 PM. Sale will be postponed in the
event of inclement weather or temperatures below 32
degrees.
February 6 - Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member
for Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 AM (First
Tuesday of every month.) For more info call 885-3861.

Municipal Calendar
February 7 ............................................... Charter Day
February 13 ........ Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

February 20 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM
(Third Tuesday of every month).
Bridgewater
Retirement Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff
Community Center, Smith Room.
February 21 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM Meeting at
the Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for
more info.
Looking ahead …
March 31 - Par 3 reopens
April 6 - Mini-Golf reopens
June 2 - Community Yard Sale

February 5 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall.

Submit an Event

February 12 - Bridgewater Family & Community
Educators - 7 PM - For more info, call Betsy Glendye at
820-6971. (Second Monday of every month).

If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later
than the 15th of the month.

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff. For information, please call 908-4212.

