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Bridgewater Current
Events Around Town
Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement
Community.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays 6:15-7:30 PM. For
info, call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.
Bridgewater Historical Museum - For the month of
December, the museum will be open only on Sundays
from 1 - 4 pm. The museum will be closed for the month
of January, 2017. For more information visit
www.bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017.
December 3 - A Cappella Fellas and Chordially
Yours - 7 PM at Generations Park.
December 4 - Bridgewater United Methodist Church
4:00 PM - Christmas Carols with Organist Adair
McConnell. Free to Public. Refreshments will be
served. Donations benefit the Bridgewater Historical
Society.
December 5 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM
Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church.
December 6- Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door
Meeting - 11:30 AM (First Tuesday of every month.)
A representative will appear at the Bridgewater
Community Center. For more info call 885-3861.

Municipal Calendar
December 5 .................................. Real Estate and
............................... Personal Property Taxes Due
December 13....... Town Council Meeting 7:00 pm
December 26.................... ALL OFFICES CLOSED
December 10 - Bridgewater Foods Christmas Parade
10 AM. (See ad on page 3)
December 12 - Bridgewater Family & Community
Educators - 7:30 PM Bridgewater Community Center.
For info, call Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. (Second Monday
of every month.)
December 20 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2-3 PM
(Third Tuesday of every month). Bridgewater Retirement
Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community
Center, Smith Room.
December 21 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM Meeting at
the Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for
more info.

Submit an Event
If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later
than the 15th of the month.

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff. For information, please call 908-4212.
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A New Season of Ice Skating at Generations Park
Our second season of ice skating launched
on November 24th - Thanksgiving Day. We
had a strong turnout on Thanksgiving weekend
and look forward to another fun-filled season of
ice skating. Once again, ice skating is free for all
Town residents - be sure to sign up for a B-Rec
card (available at the Bridgewater Community
Center from 8:30-4:30 M-F.)
Ice skating at Generations Park will be open
seven days a week. For announcements
regarding hours of operation, please check our
website, Facebook page, or our new LED
sign located on the north parking lot on
Main Street.
To reserve Generations Park for a
private ice skating party, please contact
Megan Byler (mbyler@bridgewater.town).
Cost for reserving GP is $200 for a 2-hour
skating session including rental skates.
Hours
Rates:
Monday
5:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00
Tuesday
3:00 pm-9:00 pm
Wednesday 5:00 pm-9:00 pm
Thursday
3:00 pm-9:00 pm
Friday
3:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00
Saturday
12:00 pm-10:00 pm
Sunday
12:00 pm-9:00 pm
Skate rental is $2.00 for non-residents
Skating & skate rental FREE with your B-Rec Pass
Our phone number at the rink is 908-3799

New this year are side banners and
foam top railing that adorn the rink.

Our new LED sign on Main Street posts events and alerts.

Sign Up for a Town License Plate Today!
Show off your Town pride amongst your friends and family with a Town license plate.
Just visit bridgewater.town, download our form, and once we receive 350 applications,
we will submit our order! For more info call B-Connected at 908-4212.
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Online Bill Pay & Park Reservations
We are pleased to announce that our Treasurer’s
Office can now accept online bill payments for real estate
and personal property taxes. You can now pay your utility
bills, real estate and personal property taxes at:

www.bridgewater.town
To pay your personal property taxes, you will need to enter
your last name and account number as shown on your tax
bill. There is a small fee added to your total bill to use this
service.
To have your utility bill sent electronically, simply email utilities@bridgewater.town with your request.
Include
your name,
account
number,
preferred e
-mail
address
and
whether or
not you
would like
to
continue receiving a postcard bill as well as the electronic
copy.
The next new feature of our website we plan to launch
shortly will be for reserving park shelters at Oakdale Park
and Wildwood Park. This will allow you to view the
reservation calendar and book your event online.

Historical
Society 2016
Ornament
The Bridgewater
Historical Society is pleased
to present their 2016
Christmas ornament
featuring the Town’s
historic white oak tree. It will be available for $10 at the
Historical Society Museum at 109 South Main Street on
Sundays from 1 to 4 pm throughout December. For more
information, please call 237-4017.

December 2016

Beware of Bears
While Bridgewater has not experienced a great
influx of bears, we are no different than other
localities in Virginia. According to the Virginia
Game and Inland Fisheries, black bears reside in
92 of 98 counties in Virginia; it is not uncommon
to get the “I’ve got a bear in my yard” frantic call.
As of this article, we have had two bear calls this
Fall, both on the western end of town.
Bears are attracted to residential areas by the
smell of foods people commonly put out around
their homes. Typical problems involve turnedover garbage containers, trash littered across the
yard, damaged birdfeeders, or bears coming onto
porches to eat pet food or get into coolers.
However, bears that learn to associate food with
people can cause property damage in their search
for food around houses. So what can we all do to
discourage them from visiting our
neighborhoods?
 Remove bird feeders. It is best not to put
out food for birds from April–November.
Instead, plant native seed-bearing plants or
use water features to attract birds to your
home.
 Secure your garbage. Store garbage indoors,
in a shed, or garage. Put garbage out on the
morning of pickup, not the night before.
 Pick up pet food. Feed pets only what they
will eat in a single feeding or feed them
indoors. Remove all uneaten food. Do not
leave food out overnight.
 Clean your grill often. Do not dump
drippings in your yard. Run the grill an extra
5 minutes to burn off grease.
Bear problems can be quickly resolved. After
a few failed attempts to find food around our
homes, bears will usually leave the area in search
of their natural wild foods. If you do see a bear in
your neighborhood, DO NOT approach it to get
a closer look or take a photo. Give it time and
plenty of space to leave your property. You
should call the Bridgewater Police Department so
that they are aware of the situation. Their nonemergency number is 828-2611 or call police
dispatch at 434-4436. For life-threatening
situations, please call 911. For additional black
bear facts and safety tips, visit: dgif.virginia.gov/
wildlife/bear/
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Y: Jay’s Column About Policy
Budget Amendment
The Council will hold a hearing in December on a
proposed amendment to our current (FY 2017)
budget. We haven’t asked the Council to amend the
budget because we’re spending more than we
anticipated, but because we’re spending it after we
anticipated.
Our fiscal year begins on July 1, but our budget
process begins in early February, and the proposed
budget goes to press in early April. So around midspring, the Town staff is forced to make educated
guesses as to whether expenditures will be incurred
before July 1 or afterward. Projects which will be
completed (and paid for) in the current fiscal year
aren’t included in the next year’s budget. Those that
will linger into the new year must be accounted for in
the new budget.
“The bottom line is that we’re not spending any more
of your money than we anticipated. (In fact, we’re
spending less than we did last year.)”

Sometimes our educated guesses miss the mark.
The Oakwood Drive improvement project provides a
good example. When the proposed budget was being
finalized in mid-March, the “Invitation to Bid” had
already been published, and it seemed reasonable to
believe that some of the project would be paid for in
FY 2016. Accordingly, we only put a portion of the
project in the FY 2017 budget. As it turns out,
VDOT was extremely, well, deliberate, in reviewing
the contract documents, and the entire project must
be funded out of this year’s budget.
Our Mountain View Drive sidewalk project
presents a similar situation. We’re using our own
labor there to make the project more affordable, but
in this case, “more affordable” means “less
predictable.” Our maintenance crew already had a
full plate before we started the project, so they’re not
able to push hard on it every day. So, again, expenses
were delayed until FY 2017.
The bottom line is that we’re not spending any
more of your money than we anticipated. (In fact,
we’re spending less than we did last year.) The
budget amendment has been triggered by holding on
to your money a little longer than we thought we
would.

December 2016

Santa Claus is coming to town!

Friday, December 16th
6-8 pm at
Generations Park
Celebrate the holiday
season at Generations
Park! Enjoy ice skating
and a visit from Santa
Claus. Bring your camera
to capture a photo of the
kids with Santa.

Mix 93.1 will be live at the
rink with holiday music
and giveaways!
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