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New Amenities Highlight Start of Ice Skating at Gen Park
On Thanksgiving Day, we launched our third
season of ice skating at Generations Park. We had our
largest opening day crowd yet. During the off-season,
we’ve added a few more features that we hope you
will enjoy. If you haven’t been out to Generations
Park to skate yet, here’s what you’ve missed:


A new 65” outdoor television. Purchased by the
Bridgewater Industrial Development Authority,
this TV spotlights important information about
Generations Park and upcoming Town events;
A 65’ outdoor TV highlights important info & events.

Four new “fire tables” along the south side of the ice rink. These natural
gas fire tables will be lit every evening throughout the ice skating season. Stay
warm and enjoy a meal while you watch the ice skaters; and


A new 44’ Christmas tree. We celebrated our new Christmas tree with a
tree lighting ceremony on November 26, complete with Christmas carols, hot
cider, and ginger snaps.


Fire & Ice at the Ice Rink

We’re excited to have these new improvements to Generations Park and
look forward to another fun and exciting season of ice skating.

2017 Holiday Hours
Date
December 18-21
December 22
December 23
December 24-25
December 26-28
December 29

Hours
12:00 pm-9:00 pm
12:00 pm-10:00 pm
12:00 pm-9:00 pm
CLOSED
12:00 pm-9:00 pm
12:00 pm-10:00 pm

Rates:
$4.00
$5.00
$5.00
$4.00
$5.00

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents
Skating & skate rental is FREE for Town residents
(Please show your B-Rec card or come by the office to obtain
your FREE B-Rec card.)
Christmas Tree at Gen Park

Our phone number at Generations Park is 908-3799
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Officers Complete Motor Unit Training
Two of our police officers, Spencer
Morrison and Chris Earman, trained with the
U.S. Park Police Motorcycle Unit in
Washington, D.C. in October. The two-week
training course involved rigorous, and often
difficult maneuvers, a 10-part cone course, and
a written exam. The training is completed—in
public view—on and around the National Mall.
Many who participate do not pass the first
week or successfully complete the course, but
Officers Morrison and Earman each passed the
training with flying colors. We are very proud
of their accomplishment and are glad they’re
Officers Earman (L) and Morrison (R) joined by Lt. Larry Papotnik
part of our team.

Ice Skating Academy

Online Reservations
Community Pass is live for making reservations for
park shelters, ice skating parties, private events at Arey
Hall, and tennis court times. Just to go bridgewater.town
and click on the Community Pass icon. Community Pass
will allow you to view shelter or tennis court availability and
book online.

Ice skating lessons continue at Generations
Park! Terri McIntyre will be leading different
skating sessions and camps throughout the ice
skating season in 2017-2018.
For more information about
times and costs, please contact
Terri McIntyre at 405-2063, by
e-mail at 555tmc@gmail.com or
search for “Generations Park Ice
Academy” on Facebook to register
today.

Town residents will continue to be able to reserve
shelters or tennis courts at no cost. Monthly or annual
memberships are available to non-residents for tennis.
Non-Town residents will be required to pay a fee to reserve
a shelter at Oakdale or Wildwood Park. The new rates are
as follows:
Reservations for Monday thru Thursday:
$10 for up to a three hour reservation.
$5 for each additional hour reserved.
Reservations for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday:
$25 for up to a three hour reservation.
$10 for each additional hour reserved.
Reservations can be paid online at Community Pass.
For questions, please call B-Connected at 908-4212.

Historical Society 2017 Ornament
The Bridgewater Historical Society is pleased to present their 2017 Christmas
ornament featuring “Ol’ Henry,” a 1940 Dodge fire truck. It is available for $10
at the Bridgewater Historical Society Museum. The ornament will also be
available after the Christmas parade on December 9 at the fire department.
For more information, please call the Historical Society at 237-4017.
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Y:Jay’s Column About Policy
Consultants
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Santa Comes to Gen Park

Occasionally, we get grief for retaining experts and
consultants to guide us in various matters. I understand.
When I was practicing law, we often joked that an
“expert” was someone who charged more than $100 per
hour and was more than 100 miles from home. Once
when I was concerned that my expert might not make a
good impression before a jury, an old sage told me, “Put
him in a lab coat. It’s as good as 20 IQ points!” So there
can be some charlatanry around experts and consultants.
Still, though, there are times when it makes good
sense to retain an expert. Here in the Town government,
we emphasize problem solving, but sometimes we need a
little extra knowledge or expertise before we can solve a
problem. In those situations, we consider the use of
independent experts. For example, when we attempted
to develop a TMDL action plan ourselves, we found that
“Stantec’s final report will be ready in January,
but as things stand now, their $40,000 consulting
fee will not only give us a sense of direction, it will
save us hundreds of thousands of dollars in
construction costs.”
the engineering was arcane and the regulations were
impenetrably vague. We could have developed an action
plan ourselves, but it would not have served the citizens
very well. So we retained Stantec Consulting, a true
expert in the field. Stantec’s final report will be ready in
January, but as things stand now, their $40,000 consulting
fee will not only give us a sense of direction, it will save
us hundreds of thousands of dollars in construction
costs. Stantec has helped us solve a very difficult
problem.
Sometimes we retain consultants not to solve a
problem, but to avoid one in the first place. In those
cases, the consultant is part of a “due diligence” process
put in place before we undertake a big project. The
Minor League Baseball proposal is a prime example. The
staff thinks MiLB is an idea which has great potential as a
family-friendly, community-building amenity. But we
also know that there is much that we don’t know and
can’t really research. Retaining Peter Kirk, a veteran
baseball analyst, to interview key people and crunch
numbers should help the Council decide whether it
worth pursuing a team. Even if Mr. Kirk doesn’t wear a
lab coat!

Friday, December 15 from 6-8 p.m.
Celebrate the holiday season at Generations Park!
Enjoy ice skating and a visit from Santa Claus.
Bring your camera to capture a photo!

Private Ice Skating Parties
Have your special gathering at the coolest
place in Town - Generations Park! Private parties
are available on Saturdays through March 3.
Three time slots are available each Saturday:
 8:00-9:00 a.m. ($100)
 9:00-10:30 a.m. ($175)
 10:30-12:00 p.m. ($175)
Rental fees include a private skating session
and rental skates for guests. Parties over 45
guests will be charged an additional $25. To
schedule a party, go to Community Pass at
bridgewater.town
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Commemorative Bricks at Generations Park

Memorialize a special event or remember a loved one with a custom engraved brick
at Generations Park. For more info visit bridgewater.town.
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December Events Around Town
Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement
Community.
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays 4:30 - 5:30 PM. For
info, call Vickie Bland at 478-3394.
Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.
Museum hours are Thurs., Fri., & Sat., from 10 AM to 3
PM or by appointment. For more info visit their website at
bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017.
December 3 - Community Carol Sing - 4 PM.
The Bridgewater Presbyterian Church at 110 E. College
Street) is hosting a free-will benefit for the Bridgewater
Historical Society. The event features seasonal favorites
by Adair McConnell, organist, and Lacey Johnson,
pianist. Refreshments will be served.
December 4 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM Spouse/Guest Night — Bridgewater United Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall.
December 5 - Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member
for Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 AM (First
Tuesday of every month.) For more info call 885-3861.
December 9 - Breakfast with Santa - 8 - 11 AM Bridgewater Rescue Squad Building, 10 Volunteer Drive.
Take pictures with Santa (your camera). Breakfast

Municipal Calendar
December 12 IDA Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
December 12 Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.
includes homemade pancakes, coffee, juice or milk.
Adults $7 / Kids (ages 1-9) $5. Proceeds benefit the
Concrete4U Relay for Life team.
December 12 - Greater Ashby Business Council
Holiday Social from 5 - 7 PM, upstairs at The Cracked
Pillar. All are invited. Light refreshments and door
prizes. For more info, contact Larry Elkins at 641-2668
or LarryElkins@TownandCountry-Insurance.com.
December 15 - Santa at the Rink - Generations Park 6 - 8 PM. (More info on Page 3.)
December 19 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM
(Third Tuesday of every month).
Bridgewater
Retirement Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff
Community Center, Smith Room.
December 20 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM Meeting at
the Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for
more info.

Submit an Event
If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later
than the 15th of the month.

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff. For information, please call 908-4212.

