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960 pos tc ards  from s tudents
190 s urvey res pons es  
55 partic ipants  in foc us  group dis c us s ions
50 idea boards  from c ommunity roundtables
40 partic ipants  in c ommunity roundtables
5 c ommunity roundtable c onvers ations
5 public  tabling events
4 foc us  group dis c us s ions







P os tc ards :  Vis ions  for 2050

• More places to go and things to do
• Cleaner, greener, prettier
• Peaceful, safe
• Addiction and drug free
• Fun and entertaining
• More and better housing
• Walking and biking friendly
• Safe, progressive, equitable, 

inclusive, healthy, diverse, and 
accessible



S urvey:  R elations hip and A ge
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S urvey:  Hous ing and Inc ome
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S urvey:  F avorite T hings  about B ennington
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S urvey:  Mos t important in dec iding where you s pend 
time in B ennington?
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Safe Shops and markets Affordable Easy to walk, bike, take a bus
Belonging Arts, culture, and nightlife Easy to get around with a car Environmentally friendly
Jobs and schools Diversity Parks Other



S urvey:  Improvement P riorities
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What would you most like to see improved in Bennington?
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To make Bennington a better place to live, work, learn, shop, or 
play, my top priority would be to ________. 

housing job opportunities
transit, sidewalks, bike paths quality town services and facilities
environment access to nature
child care access other
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Important historic character

Welcome and support new people

Increase access to fresh food

Build bike lanes, paths, and sidewalks

More housing types

Travel easily without a car

Build more housing

Affordable housing throughout town

Provide services for people experiencing homelessness

More parks and plantings downtown

More EV chargers

More parking downtown

Disagree Neutral Agree I don't know
S urvey:  P olic y P riorities



0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

I feel safe in public spaces.

I feel safe in my neighborhood.

I feel welcome.

My opinions matter to town officials.

It is easy to participate in town government.

Town officials make decisions in view of the public.

It is easy to get to the places I need to go.

It is a fun place to live, work, or visit.

There are not enough things to do.

It has good educational opportunities.

Disagree Neutral Agree I don't know
S urvey:  E xperienc es



Topic  A reas

• Housing
• Community
• Public Facilities + Programs
• Economy + Jobs
• Energy + the Environment
• Transportation + Mobility 



Hous ing
Values

Adaptive reuse
Affordability

Architecturally beautiful
Walkable downtown

Compact neighborhoods
Balance between downtown 

and rural

Challenges
Low housing stock

Not easy to “age in place”
Homelessness

Impacts of housing shortage 
on key industries

Maintenance and quality 
concerns

Disempowerment by 
political process and 

landlords

Opportunities
Redevelopment of vacant 

buildings
Build more accessible and 

small-scale homes
Encourage density in and 

around downtown
Provide services to people 

experiencing homelessness 
Regulatory reforms

Public discussion of housing 
challenges



C ommunity
Values

Connection with neighbors
Strong arts community

Vibrant events bring 
everyone together
Strong non-profit 

community
Deeply rooted

Appreciation for rich history

Challenges
Low self-esteem about the 

community
Resources are not well 

known enough
Lack of accessible, family-

friendly activities
Need more spaces and 
programming for BIPOC 

community
Substance misuse and 

addiction challenges
Disconnect between 
Bennington College

Opportunities
More placemaking

Collaborations with 
Bennington College 

students
Community spaces for 

people of all ages
Invite volunteerism and civic 

participation
More programs for youth

Intergenerational 
engagement



P ublic  F ac ilities  + P rograms
Values

Splash pad
Lots of good parks, paths, 

and trails
Recreation Center

Senior Center has great 
classes, Meals on Wheels

Appalachian Trail 
Community designation

Water and sewer services
Social worker on staff at 

Police Department

Challenges
Barriers to civic participation

Need more indoor and 
outdoor recreational spaces

Path safety improvements
Short-staffed at key 
municipal services

Inaccessibility for children in 
public parks

Concerns about school 
system

Lack of trust in town 
government

Opportunities
Easy access to all town 

communications
Strengthen marketing of 

town assets
More public spaces and 

public events
Community beautification

Bathroom and shower 
facilities for people 

experiencing homelessness
Increase crime prevention 

measures
Combat drug problem



E c onomy + J obs
Values

Lots of small businesses
Sense of entrepreneurship

Many entry-level job 
openings

Strong community 
institutions

Affordable internet
New and incoming stores 

and restaurants
Events activate Main Street

Challenges
Vacancies and underutilized 

spaces downtown
Wages/salaries too low to 

support good quality of life
Inconsistent quality of 

school system
Shortage of doctors, limited 
medical services provided

Limited retail
Healthy food desert

Lack of trade workers

Opportunities
Invest in career 

development pipeline with 
schools

Create an incubator for 
start-ups, small businesses, 

BIPOC-owned businesses
Stronger marketing of the 

town
Activate vacant / 

underutilized storefronts
Address housing challenges 

to attract workers
Entice more private sector, 

tech- or science-based jobs
Attract more retail and 

restaurants



E nergy + the E nvironment
Values

Good mix of energy sources, 
not too reliant on coal
Beautiful natural areas

Active Energy Committee
Lead line replacement 

project
Good programs for 
weatherization and 

efficiency improvements
Significant progress in 

recent years

Challenges
Need more EV charging 

stations
Efficiency improvements are 

prohibitively expensive
Too much pushback around 

renewables development
Energy conservation 

programs are complicated
Utilities are expensive

Renters feel disempowered

Opportunities
Strategic renewables 

development
Explore geothermal

Add more fast chargers
Ensure all municipal 
buildings are at max 

efficiency
Expand educational 

resources for homeowners, 
landlords, and business 

owners
Community clean-up events



Trans portation + Mobility
Values

Pathways for recreation and 
transportation

Walkable downtown
Bus system is free, offers 

direct transport for medical 
appointments (Medicaid)
The Bike Hub’s equitable 

service approach
Ample parking

Bike infrastructure that links 
to grocery stores

Flashing crosswalks

Challenges
Irregular, inconsistent, 
insufficient bus service
Lack of information on 

public transit
Inaccessible sidewalks and 

pathways
Lack of crosswalks, lack of 

respect for pedestrians
Opportunities limited by 

vehicle access
Few ridesharing options
Traffic noise downtown

Opportunities
Better walking and biking 

trails
More pedestrian protections 

at major crosswalk areas
More bike parking

Deemphasize automobiles
Expanded bus services, 

improved intercity transit
Connect businesses with 
transit and bike incentives
Concern about LPG train 
cars by North Bennington



T hemes :  Vis ions  for B ennington

• A Vibrant Downtown
• Mobility for All
• The Place to Be
• Community-Oriented Public Safety
• Innovative Spirit + Strategic Programming
• Informed and Educated
• Climate Resilient



K ey T hemes  x  Topic  A reas

Housing
Economic 

Development Transportation
Environmental 

Issues
Public Facilities 

+ Programs

Civic Participation 
+ Community 

Building

A Vibrant Downtown
Support small 

centrally located 
housing

Activate vacant 
storefronts

Enhance a compact, 
walkable area

Support more fresh food 
options

Celebrate and 
expand on existing 

parks

Foster spaces for 
intergenerational 
connection and 

collaboration

Mobility for All Expanded sidewalks, bike lanes, pathways, and public transit service to improve access across the board

The Place to Be Improve housing 
quality

Combine development 
and public art-making

Add street furnitute 
and landscaping to 

paths and sidewalks

Community-building 
through beautification

Foster social 
connection through 

recreation

Extend invitations for 
involvement before and 

during events

Community-Oriented Public 
Safety

Innovative Spirit + Strategic 
Programming

Encourage adaptive 
reuse

Lower barriers for 
starting a small 

businesses

Support 
micromobility

Lower barriers to 
developing renewables 

on preferred sites

Strengthen marketing 
for town assets

Connect students and 
industries for career 

development

Informed and Educated

Climate Resilient
Expand resources 

on home efficiency 
and weatherization

Connect workforce 
development with 

"green" jobs, especially 
trades

Promote active 
transportation

Support community tree-
planting

Ensure all municipal 
buildings are as 

efficient as possible

Facilitate community 
clean-up days

Improve communications on existing resources, services, and events provided by the Town

Expand public facilities and services to support community members struggling with housing insecurity, addiction, and other challenges 



Values  (How? )

• Accessibly
• Affordably
• Compassionately
• Innovatively
• People-centered
• Sustainably
• Transparently
• Vibrantly



T hematic  Outline – 3 C hoic es

• Option 1: Chapters centered on topic areas

• Option 2: Chapters focused on key themes

• Option 3: Hybrid – topic areas grouped by 

key themes



Option 1:  C hapter for E ac h Topic  A rea

B erlin, V T



Option 1:  C hapter for E ac h Topic  A rea

B erlin, V T



Current conditions and goals/action items within each chapter
1.Introduction 
2.The Place to Be (Land use, natural resources)
3.Housing for All (Housing) 
4.A Vibrant Economy (Economic Development) 
5.Mobility for All (Transportation)
6.Connected Community (Public Facilities and Programs) 
7.Climate Resilience (Energy and the Environment) 
8.Implementation
9.Appendix

Option 1:  C hapter for E ac h Topic  A rea



Option 2:  T heme-bas ed P lan

P orts mouth, NH



Option 2:  T heme-bas ed P lan

P orts mouth, NH



Current conditions upfront, goals/action items within each chapter
1.Introduction 
2.Bennington Today (Current Conditions) 
3.A Vibrant Downtown

a.Economic development, housing, and transportation
4.Mobility for All

a.Transportation and public facilities
5.Committed and Connected Community

a.Public facilities and programs, education and information-sharing, and 
civic participation 

6.Climate Resilience
a.Natural resources and energy planning, and public facilities and programs 

7.Implementation
8.Appendix

Option 2:  T heme-bas ed P lan



B olton, V T

Option 3:  Hybrid



B olton, V T

Option 3:  Hybrid



Current conditions and goals/action items within each chapter
1.Introduction 
2.The Place to Be

a.Natural resources, land use
3.Connected Community

a.Demographics, public facilities and programs, climate 
resilience (energy and the environment) 

4.Bennington for All
a.Housing, economic development, transportation 

5.Implementation
6.Appendix

Option 3:  Hybrid



Web P res enc e

• Berlin

• Portsmouth

• Bolton



Next S teps

Phase 2: 
• Data C ollection (S ummer 24)

• Draft the P lan (Winter 24/25)

• G et F eedback (S pring 25)

• F inalize P lan (S ummer 25)



T hank you!
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