
Bedford County Board of Commissioners
Commissioner Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2023
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Bedford County Historic Courthouse, 2nd Floor, Courtroom

Minutes
Call to Order: Chairman, Mayor Chad D. Graham
Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance
Open Meeting: Sheriff Austin Swing
Roll Call: County Clerk Donna Thomas

PRESENT
Bill Anderson
John Boutwell
Jason Boyette
Janice Brothers
Anita Epperson
BiffFarrar
Drew Hooker
Scott Johnson
Eric Maddox
Diane Neeley
Tony Smith
Adam Thomas
Mark Thomas
Troy Thompson
Greg Vick
Linda Yockey

ABSENT
Sylvia Pinson
Julie Sanders

Public Hearing (to be held prior to the meeting).

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Bedford County Board of Commissioners

On May 23, 2023, the Bedford County Regional Planning Commission voted unanimously to
favorably recommend an amendment to the Zoning Resolution of Bedford County.
Specifically, Article Ill, Section 3.410 now titled INTENTIONALLYLEFT BLANK, with an
amendment to provide general guidelines for the development of private family burial
grounds. The new section would be titled Private Cemeteries. On August 15th, 2023, the
Bedford County Rules & Legislative Committee voted unanimously to place the same item on
the September 1201, 2023 agenda for the Bedford County Board of Commissioners.
A public hearing will occur immediately before the Bedford County Commission meeting
which will begin at 7:00 p.m. on September 12, 2023. The public hearing and the following
commission meeting will be held at the historic Bedford County Courthouse on the
Shelbyville Public Square in the 2nd floor County Commission Chambers.

Accommodations
Persons with a disability who wish to request a special accommodation to participate in the
Public Meeting should notify Suzanne Alexander at least one (1) business day prior to the

Meeting at (931) 684-7944 or email your request to
suzanne.alexander@bedfordcountytn.gov to discuss accommodations. Every reasonable

effort will be made to meet your need.

1. Graham invited anyone present to speak either for or against the amendment. No one came
forward.

Minutes Approval:

2. Approval of Commission Minutes from August 8, 2023 - Placed on the agenda without a
recommendation by Rules & Legislative Committee.

Motion to approve by Mark Thomas. Seconded by Boyette. Approved unanimously by voice
vote.

Public Comment Period:

There was no public comment.

Elections & Confirmations:

3. Elect Notaries for October 2023 - Placed on the agenda by Rules & Legislative Committee.

Motion to approve by Epperson. Seconded by Mark Thomas. Approved unanimously by voice
vote.
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BEDFORD COUNTY CLBRK
DONNA THOMAS COUNTY CLBRK

100 PUBLIC SQ STB 104
SHBLBYVILLB TN 37160

Telephone
Fax

931-684-1921
931-685-9590

Notaries to be elected September 12,2023

··CAROnSROWN-"------­
HOLLIE CLANTON
JSUSAN DUFF
DAVID NEAL GORDON
LACEY HARDING
DELLA R JOHNSON
JUANA MARTIN

FRANCES E MCCLINTOCK
CYNTHIA D RICHARDSON
ALETA RUTLEDGE
SARAH SHANNON
MICHAEL T SMITH
TIMOTHY L ZBEL

4. Appointment to E911 Board

Graham put forth Jared Featherstone of the 1stDistrict. Motion to approve by
Maddox. Seconded by Hooker. Approved unanimously by voice vote.

Presentations: None.

Resolutions:

5. Resolution 24-09 - A Resolution to amend Article III, of the Zoning Resolution of Bedford
County to Provide General Guidelines for the Development of Small Private Cemeteries on
Private Property - Placed on the agenda by Rules & Legislative Committee (4-0).

Motion to approve by Mark Thomas. Seconded by Vick. Passed by roll call vote.
16Ayes 0 Noes

Voting Yea: Anderson, Boutwell, Boyette, Brothers, Epperson, Farrar, Hooker, Johnson,
Maddox, Neeley, Smith, Adam Thomas, Mark Thomas, Thompson, Vick, Yockey

BEDFORD COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

Resolution No.24-09

AResolutionto amend Article III,of the ZoningResolution ofBedfordCounty:

PURPOSE:To provide general guidelines for the development of small private
cemeteries on private property.

WHEREAS;Title 13, Sections 13-7-101 through 13-7-401, of the Tennessee
Code,empower a Tennessee RegionalPlanningCommissionto recommend the
enactment of a ZoningResolution to a county legislative body and to provide
for its administration, enforcement, and amendment. The Bedford County
Regional Planning Commission thus certified and recommended the Zoning
Resolutionof BedfordCountyTennessee to the BedfordCountyCommissionon
January 18,1997, and
WHEREAS,the BedfordCountyCommission,as recommended by the Bedford
CountyRegionalPlanningCommission,deemed it necessary in the promotion
ofpublichealth, safety,morals, convenience, order, prosperity, and the general
welfare of the County to enact the certified Zoning Resolution of Bedford
Countyon January 13, 1998,and
WHEREAS,the Regional Planning Commission has, in its administrative
capacity, recommended an amendment to the said Zoning Resolution"of
Bedford County and the Bedford County Commission has, after hearing
evidence in support of said amendment, deemed it necessary to make such an
amendment as required, for the said promotion of public health, safety,
convenience,order, prosperity, and general welfare of the County.

NOW,THEREFOREBE IT RESOLVEDby the Bedford County Commission
meetingat Shelbyville,Tennessee on this the 12th day ofSeptember, 2023, ~hat:
The' Bedford County Commission hereby amends the specifically described
Article Sections and Subsections of the Zoning Resolution of Bedford County,
Tennessee by adding the underlined (underlined) words below, deleting the
words struck through (stFlish tRF9ygR), and by followingitalicized instructions
(do this or thot) in parenthesis as follows:

Article III,Section 3.410 -IAteAtiBHallybert SlaHIEPrlyate Cemeteries
A. Purpose' Goals'

The purpose of this resQlution is to provide Icocral guidelines (or tbe
development of small family cemeteries on private nroperty

Its loa Is are'
t. Eosudna safe ingress/caress tD the cemetery from and to the cemetery

from the pubUcstreet
2. TQprovide for an areaesl tor permanent off.street parkin, in order to

discourage the staging ofyisitinr yehicles algng the roadway.
3. To Ruarantee futyre permanent access to yisiUnr family members _

despite historical cbangesln ownership
4. Tg eliminate acreage bulk and setback barders tbat would prohibit

reasonable access and eqylty [or the proyislgD of private family
cemeteries In most circumstances.

B. Authgdty·
TC.A 46.8.103 Duty tg protect ,raves gr ceypt disturbances prohibited
transfer of remains All private cemetcrie$ with an A..l IODing dassiflc.atiou
must submit an application to tbe Board O(ZgDinr Appeals fora conditional use
IIUlIlll.

c. Requirements'
family burial ergunds must be platted recgrded deeded and dedicated by
cOvenant In pemetu'ty for the pumose of family burials Conveyance of the
oroperty $hall AbUliC' the immediate and (uture buyer or buyers of the
property to protect the grayesjte or crypt from disturbance The owner of the
real property shall have tbc [cmonslbiljty for lakiDlI appropdate actioo. prior
to conveying the property to ensure that the deed reflects tbe presence of tbe
erayeslte gr crypt pn the property. The deed shall alsg reOee!the gblj,atlgns pf
prescot and future owners to spedOcally prohibit the disturbance of Jand
within a len (10') perimeter gflhe burlalwunds

Family burial ,rQunds may only be used for the internment of (amily members
pf the pwnerCs) The grPunds must be adequately marked maintained and its
boundaries delineated or fegced with reasQnable pedestrian acce-5Sor late
installed In cases where tbe budall[Qunds are lOcated In Or po i[oundS also
used fpr lIyestock Krazjne husbandry, or are otberwl$e acg:ssible part pr full
time bv Ilcec animals. the boundaries of the burlalcmunds myst be prgperly
(enced Inpropgrtign tg the type gf liyestock kept gosite

a, Commercial 8urials'
It an owner pf a family burial grQund wi$bc$ to commercialize eXistinll
private cemetery groynds in order to proVide burial plots for Don-family
members the cemetea must be licCDsed by the State of Tennessee and
properly bonded in perpetuity fgrtbe eyerlasting maintenance and care



of tbe Kround!. In addition. the cemeteD' Krounds must be enla'1led to a
minimum area of two Col) acres. As provided for in T.C.A.:\6-2-107. funds
to Maintain Cemeteries. the bond [or maintenance sballlnc!ude;
i. ClearinK ve,etation or debris as apprgpriate. plantiDK and

otherwise imurovina the premises. cuWOKthe ,rass and rakinK
and lean in, cemeteD' plots at reasopable intervals.

ii. Repalrln, and preserylnK tbe drains water lines. roads. fences. or
other structures.

iii. Serudn,. malntalnin,. or reconstructin, the necessary records of
lot ownership and burials.

iv. Resettjn&or straighten'"" tipoed eraye markers mongments O[

memorials.
v, Repladng-damaged ,rave marken, monyments, or memorials,

In addition to tbe basic reqUirements of the family budal acounds.
commercial burial grounds reqUire a ruonlna of the property to C-l or
a higher zoning classification IInless Inriuded on the grounds of a place
o[worship/church The developer shall submit a copy of the bond (rom
a reputable company and Bedford County Zonln, Office shall be listed
on the policy/bond as a co·beneficiaD' in grder to receive Copies o(poliCY
updates and. for the pyrpose of ensuring perpetyal coverage· If at anv
time the policy is allowed to lapse. the County may. at its discretion.
pyrsye criminal and /or ciVilact jon in the enfprcement pfT.C.A.46-8-103
if applicable.

b. &:l:iI.l
Family burial groynds shall have a total area of npt less than teD
thpYsand eight-hyndred ninety (1Q 890.00) sQyare feet or pne Quarter
acre and must have greenbelt tax statys with the Bedford Cgunty
Assessor of property.

c. lJJ.Iu:W.;
family burial grpynds shall be reQyired tp prOVide a minimym of fifty
(50) feet of ;:Oad (rontaee. alone with a dedicated and imprpyed
inlress/ellress to the bydal eroynds. Said frontalle may be either
Ih;oYllh ree simple ownership of Ihe budal I1roynds parcel pr. in !jeu a
permanent dedicated easement.

d. Off·Street rarkinll;
Family byrial "cpynds sbal! be required to prpvide rpom for at least twp
(2) vehicles t; park wlthPyt staeing or intededPIL with traffic or any
pprtlon oUbe public roadway.

e. Aw:n;
Reasgnable access shall npt be denied hy any immediate pr future gwner
or pwners tp relatives by cPnsaollujnlty. jnc!ydjnll a spguse. to any such
~~e (1) or mpre deceased persgns whpse remains are byde~ in the
byrial groynds All such relatives sball herebv have or "mgy any
easeme~t rjght. pr inddent gr appyrtenant tg. a familv bydalllroYnd.

f. Burial Plpt5;
Indjyjdual burial plgb!must be surveyed and be made part gf the survey
plat and recgrded In a recommended formal data tile witb the Repster
of Deeds and the county Archives Department or HistOrical CommiSsion
for .cnea!opcal researcb purposes all informatioQ sball be made
available to tbe pyblic

BE IT RESOLVED. this Resolution shall take effect immediately. the public
~fare requ;t! it.'1/ {), 7-/2-iA73
EDFORD COUNTY COMMISSION CHAIRMAN

CHAD GRAHAM, COUNTY MAYOR
DATE

BEDFORD COUNTY CLERK
DONNA THOMAS

6. Resolution 24-10 - Resolution to Establish a Program to Supplement the Property Tax Relief
Program of the State of Tennessee Provided for in Title 67, Chapter 5, Part 7 of the Tennessee
Code Annotated. Placed on the agenda by the Financial Management Committee (unanimous).

Motion made by Vick. Seconded by Anderson. Passed by roll call vote. 16 Ayes 0 Noes

Voting Yea: Anderson, Boutwell, Boyette, Brothers, Epperson, Farrar, Hooker, Johnson,
Maddox, Neeley, Smith, Adam Thomas, Mark Thomas, Thompson, Vick, Yockey

RESOLUTION NO. 24·10

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM TO SUPPLEMENT THE PROPERTY
TAX RELlE.' PROGRAM OF THE Sf An: OF TENN}:SSEE PROVIDED FOR IN

TITLE 67, CIIAPTER S, PART 7 Of TilE TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED.

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Bedford County has recognized the need
to provide financial assistance to certain needy citizens of this county; and.

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee. through its General Assembly. hasestablished a
program whereby elderly low-income homeowners. disabled homeowners and disabled veterans.
as those taxpayers are defined in Tennessee Cod. Annotated; Tille ~7. Chapter 5, Port 7. ",:e .
provided financial assistance through a refund of property taxes paid for by a state appropnatron;
and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly, in passing Chapter 739 of the Public Acts 01"2006,
amended Tennessee Code Annotated §67-j-701(j) to provide that any county, municipality, or
metropolitan government may provide for the appropriation of additional funds to supplement
this program for tax relief for elderly low-income homeowners, disabled homeowners and
disabled veterans:

NOW, l'HERHORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Bedford
County, Tennessee, meetingin sessionon this 12th day ofSeptember, 2023. at BedfordCounty
Tennessee, that;

SECTION I. The Board of Commissioners of'Bedford County hereby expresses its
intent to exercise the authority provided in Tennessee Code Annotated §67·5-701 (j) lo.prov!de
financial assistance to elderly low-income homeowners only as those taxpayers arc defined In

Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 67-5·702 through 67-5-704.

SECTION 2. Only those elderly low-income taxpayers who qualify under Tennessee
Code Annotated §§ 67-5-702 through 67·5-704 arc eligible for this additional tax relief

SECTION 3. In order to receive this tax relief any eligible taxpayer shall have applied
lor and obtained the relief authorized by Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 67·5·702 through 67·5-
704 by the State ofT ennessee,

SECTION 4. The tax relief authorized by this resolution shall be in an amount
determined by annual appropriation and shall be subject to the availability of funds.

SECTION 5. The provisions of this resolution shall be administered through the office of
the County Trustee in the same manner as the property tax rcliefprogram_ of the State of
Tennessee provided for in Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 67·5·701 -67·,·704

SECTION 6. This Resolution shall be effective upon its passage and approval, the public
welfare requiring it.

Adopted this day of 12ibday of September. 2023.
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Additional Items by Standing Committees:

Rules and Legislative Committee: None.

Law Enforcement Committee: None.

Courthouse and Property Committee: None.

Financial Management Committee:

7. Surplus Property - BOE

Motion to approve by Anderson. Seconded by Brothers. Approved unanimously by voice vote.

List of Surplus Items onfile in the Clerk's office.

8. Design & Cost Analysis Phase - Liberty School Expansion, Juvenile Detention Center, and
Surplus Property Facility.

Motion to obtain a cost analysis was made by Mark Thomas. Seconded by Vick. Passed by roll
call vote. 16Ayes 0 Noes

Voting Yea: Anderson, Boutwell, Boyette, Brothers, Epperson, Farrar, Hooker, Johnson,
Maddox, Neeley, Smith, Adam Thomas, Mark Thomas, Thompson, Vick, Yockey

Other Business:

Vick made a motion to recess briefly for an attorney-client meeting. Seconded by Epperson. Passed by
unanimous voice vote. Meeting recessed.

Graham called the meeting back to order. Anderson made a motion to suspend the rules to discuss the
letter received from the City of Shelbyville. Seconded by Epperson. Passed unanimously by a show of
hands.

Hooker made a motion to authorize the Mayor to retain the law firm of Holland & Knight for the specific
purpose of responding to the letter received from the City. Seconded by Mark Thomas. Hooker amended
the motion to include the Mayor as the point of contact. Thomas agreed.

Motion passed by roll call vote. 16Ayes 0 Noes

Voting Yea: Anderson, Boutwell, Boyette, Brothers, Epperson, Farrar, Hooker, Johnson, Maddox,
Neeley, Smith, Adam Thomas, Mark Thomas, Thompson, Vick, Yockey

Announcements:

• Wartrace Fire Department Car Show, September 23
• Bell Buckle Songwriter Festival, September 16
• Uncle Dave Macon Day, September 28
• SCHS Football Fish Fry, October 20
• Wartrace Tailgating, September 16
• 9111Observance

Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Attestation

I certify that the minutes were completed on the 15th day of September 2023 and delivered to the Bedford
County Mayor's office.

DonnaThomas
BedfordCountyClerk

I certify that I received these minutes on the 18' day of September 2023.

Chad Graham
BedfordCountyMayor


