
 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

TOWN OF NORWOOD 

 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk, ss. 
 

To either of the Constables in the Town of Norwood in said County, Greetings: 
 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify and warn the 

inhabitants of the Town of Norwood, qualified as the law requires to vote in Town affairs, to meet in the 

Norwood High School Auditorium at 245 Nichols Street in said Town on Monday, March 14, 2022, at 6:30 

o’clock in the afternoon to meet and act at said time and place on the following Articles: 
 

 

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Bylaws of the Town by adding the  

following bylaw; or take any other action in the matter: 
 

Article L 

Stormwater Management Bylaw 
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ARTICLE I – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Purpose and Objective 

A. The purpose of this bylaw is to protect public health, safety, general welfare, and 

environment by regulating illicit connections and discharges to the storm drain system or, 

directly or indirectly, to a watercourse or into the waters of the Commonwealth, as well 

as to control the adverse effects of construction site stormwater runoff and post-

construction runoff. Stormwater runoff can be a major cause of: 

(1) Impairment of water quality and flow in lakes, ponds, streams, rivers, coastal 

waters, wetlands, groundwater and drinking water supplies; 

(2) Contamination of drinking water supplies; 

(3) Contamination of downstream coastal areas; 

(4) Alteration or destruction of aquatic and wildlife habitat;  

(5) Overloading or clogging of municipal stormwater management systems; and 

(6) Flooding. 

B. The objectives of this bylaw are to: 

(1) Protect water resources; 

(2) Comply with state and federal statutes and regulations relating to stormwater 

discharges including total maximum daily load requirements; 

(3) Prevent and reduce pollutants from entering the Norwood municipal separate 

storm sewer system (MS4); 

(4) Prohibit illicit connections and unauthorized discharges to the MS4 and require 

their removal; 

(5) Establish minimum construction and post construction stormwater management 

standards and design criteria for the regulation and control of stormwater runoff 

quantity and quality; 

(6) Establish provisions for the long-term responsibility for, and maintenance of, 

structural stormwater control facilities and nonstructural stormwater best 

management practices to ensure that they continue to function as designed and 

maintained, and pose no threat to public safety; and 

(7) Recognize the Town of Norwood’s legal authority to ensure compliance with the 

provisions of this bylaw through inspection, monitoring, and enforcement. 

  



 
Section 2. Definitions 

Unless a different definition is indicated in other sections of this bylaw, the following definitions and 

provisions shall apply throughout this bylaw: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAND DISTURBANCE REVIEW: Approval by the Stormwater Authority of a 

land disturbance activity that does not require a Land Disturbance Permit because of its size and/or scope. 

ALTERATION OF DRAINAGE CHARACTERISTICS:  Any activity on an area of land that changes 

the water quality, force, direction, timing or location of runoff flowing from the area.  Such changes 

include: change from distributed runoff to confined or discrete discharge; change in the volume of runoff 

from the area; change in the peak rate of runoff from the area; and change in the recharge to groundwater 

on the area. 

APPLICANT:  Any person, individual, partnership, association, firm, company, corporation, trust, 

authority, agency, department, or political subdivision of the Commonwealth or the Federal government, 

to the extent permitted by law, requesting a Land Disturbance Permit or Administrative Land Disturbance 

Review. 

AS-BUILT DRAWING: Drawings that completely record and document applicable aspects and features 

of conditions of a project following construction using Stormwater Management Plans derived from a 

Land Disturbance Permit. 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE (BMP):  An activity, procedure, restraint, or structural improvement 

that helps to reduce the quantity or improve the quality of stormwater runoff. 

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL IN EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL (CPESC): A certified 

specialist in soil erosion and sediment control. This certification program, sponsored by the Soil and 

Water Conservation Society in cooperation with the American Society of Agronomy, provides the public 

with evidence of professional qualifications. 

CLEAN WATER ACT:  The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.) as hereafter 

amended. 

CLEARING:  Any activity that removes the vegetative surface cover. 

DEVELOPMENT:  The modification of land to accommodate a new use or expansion of use, usually 

involving construction. 

DISCHARGE OF POLLUTANTS: The addition from any source of any pollutant or combination of 

pollutants into the municipal storm drain system or into the waters of the United States or Commonwealth 

from any source. 

EROSION:  The wearing away of the land surface by natural or artificial forces such as wind, water, ice, 

gravity, or vehicle traffic and the subsequent detachment and transportation of soil particles. 

EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PLAN:  A document containing narrative, drawings 

and details developed by a qualified professional engineer (P.E.) or a Certified Professional in Erosion 

and Sedimentation Control (CPESC), which includes best management practices, or equivalent measures 

designed to control surface runoff, erosion and sedimentation during pre-construction and construction 

related land disturbing activities. 

GRADING:  Changing the level or shape of the ground surface. 

GROUNDWATER:  Water beneath the surface of the ground. 

GRUBBING:  The act of clearing land surface by digging up roots and stumps. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL:  Any material which, because of its quantity, concentration, chemical, 

corrosive, flammable, reactive, toxic, infectious or radioactive characteristics, either separately or in 



 
combination with any substance or substances, constitutes a present or potential threat to human health, 

safety, welfare, or to the environment. Toxic or hazardous materials include any synthetic organic 

chemical, petroleum product, heavy metal, radioactive or infectious waste, acid and alkali, and any 

substance defined as "toxic" or "hazardous" under MGL c. 21C and c. 21E, and the regulations at 310 

CMR 30.000 and 310 CMR 40.0000. 

ILLICIT CONNECTION: A surface or subsurface drain or conveyance which allows an illicit discharge 

into the municipal storm drain system, watercourse, or Waters of the Commonwealth including without 

limitation sewage, process wastewater, or wash water, and any connections from indoor drains, sinks, or 

toilets, regardless of whether said connection was previously allowed, permitted, or approved before the 

effective date of this bylaw. 

ILLICIT DISCHARGE:  Direct or indirect discharge to the municipal storm drain system or into a 

watercourse or the waters of the Commonwealth that is not composed entirely of stormwater, except as 

exempted in Article II, §2. The term does not include a discharge in compliance with a NPDES 

stormwater discharge permit or resulting from fire-fighting activities exempted pursuant to Article II, 

§2D(1) of this bylaw. 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:  Any material or structure on or above the ground that prevents water 

infiltrating the underlying soil. Impervious Surface includes without limitation roads, paved parking lots, 

sidewalks, and rooftops. 

IMPOUNDMENT:  A stormwater pond created by either constructing an embankment or excavating a pit 

which retains a permanent pool of water.  

INFILTRATION:  The act of conveying surface water into the ground to permit groundwater recharge 

and the reduction of stormwater runoff from a project site.  

LAND DISTURBANCE PERMIT: A permit issued by the Stormwater Authority pursuant to this bylaw 

prior to commencement of Land Disturbing Activity or Redevelopment. 

LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITY:  Any activity that causes a change in the position or location of soil, 

sand, rock, gravel, or similar earth material; results in an increased amount of runoff or pollutants; 

measurably changes the ability of a ground surface to absorb waters; involves clearing and grading; or 

results in an alteration of drainage characteristics. 

LOAD ALLOCATION:  The maximum concentration or mass of a pollutant which can be discharged to a 

waterway by non-point sources without causing a violation of surface water quality standards as 

established in an applicable TMDL. 

LOT: An individual tract of land as shown on the current Assessor’s Map for which an individual tax 

assessment is made. For the purposes of these regulations, a lot also refers to an area of a leasehold on a 

larger parcel of land, as defined in the lease agreement and shown by approximation on the Assessor’s 

Map. 

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) or MUNICIPAL STORM DRAIN 

SYSTEM:  The system of conveyances designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater, 

including any road with a drainage system, street, gutter, curb, inlet, piped storm drain, pumping facility, 

retention or detention basin, natural or man-made or altered drainage channel, reservoir, and other 

drainage structure that together comprise the storm drainage system owned or operated by Norwood, as 

well as any receiving watercourse of Waters of the Commonwealth. 

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) STORMWATER 

DISCHARGE PERMIT:  A permit issued by United States Environmental Protection Agency or jointly 

with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the 

United States. 



 
NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION: Pollution from many diffuse sources caused by rainfall or 

snowmelt moving over and through the ground. As the runoff moves, it picks up and carries away natural 

and man-made pollutants finally depositing them into a water resource area. 

NONSTORMWATER DISCHARGE:  Discharge to the municipal storm drain system not composed 

entirely of stormwater. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN:  A plan setting up the functional, financial and 

organizational mechanisms for the ongoing operation and maintenance of a stormwater management 

system to ensure that it continues to function as designed. 

OWNER:  A person with a legal or equitable interest in property.  

PEER REVIEW:  Person or consulting firm retained by the Stormwater Authority in accordance with the 

provisions of MGL c. 44, § 53G and paid by the Applicant in the design, review or enforcement of 

Stormwater and Land Disturbance review process.  

PERSON:  An individual, partnership, association, firm, company, trust, corporation, agency, authority, 

department or political subdivision of the Commonwealth or the Federal government, to the extent 

permitted by law, and any officer, employee, or agent of such person. 

POINT SOURCE:  Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not limited to, any 

pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, or container from which pollutants are or may 

be discharged. 

PRE-CONSTRUCTION: All activity in preparation for construction. 

POLLUTANT:  Any element or property of sewage, agricultural, industrial or commercial waste, runoff, 

leachate, heated effluent, or other matter, whether originating at a point or nonpoint source, that is or may 

be introduced into any sewage treatment works, watercourse, or Waters of the Commonwealth. Pollutants 

include, but are not limited to: 

A. Paints, varnishes, and solvents; 

B. Oil and other automotive fluids; 

C. Nonhazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; 

D. Refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other discarded or abandoned objects, ordinance, 

accumulations and floatables; 

E. Pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; 

F. Hazardous materials and wastes; 

G. Sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; 

H. Dissolved and particulate metals; 

I. Animal wastes; 

J. Rock, sand, salt, soils; 

K. Construction wastes and residues; and 

L. Noxious or offensive matter of any kind. 

PROCESS WASTEWATER:  Water which, during manufacturing or processing, comes into direct 

contact with or results from the production or use of any material, intermediate product, finished product, 

or waste product. 

RECHARGE:  The process by which groundwater is replenished by precipitation through the percolation 

of runoff and surface water through the soil. 



 
REDEVELOPMENT:  Development, rehabilitation, expansion, demolition, construction, land alteration, 

or phased projects that disturb the ground surface, including impervious surfaces, on previously 

developed sites. The creation of new areas of impervious surface or new areas of land disturbance on a 

site constitutes development, not redevelopment, even where such activities are part of a common plan 

which also involves redevelopment. Redevelopment includes maintenance and improvement of existing 

roadways including widening less than a single lane, adding shoulders, correcting substandard 

intersections, improving existing drainage systems and repaving; and remedial projects specifically 

designed to provide improved stormwater management such as projects to separate storm drains and 

sanitary sewers and stormwater retrofit projects. 

RUNOFF:  Rainfall, snowmelt, or irrigation water flowing over the ground surface. 

SEDIMENT:  Mineral or organic soil material that is transported by wind or water from its origin to 

another location; the product of erosion processes. 

SEDIMENTATION:  The process or act of deposition of sediment. 

SITE:  Any lot or parcel of land or area of property where land disturbing activities are, were, or will be 

performed. 

SOIL:  Any earth, sand, rock, gravel, or similar material. 

STORMWATER AUTHORITY:  Norwood Engineering Department or its authorized agent(s). 

STORMWATER:  Runoff from precipitation or snow melt and surface water runoff and drainage. 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN:  A plan required as part of the application for a Land 

Disturbance Permit. 

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL):  The greatest amount of a pollutant that a water body can 

accept and still meet water quality standards for protecting public health and maintaining the designated 

beneficial uses of those waters for drinking, swimming, recreation, and fishing. A TMDL is also a plan, 

adopted under the Clean Water Act, specifying how much of a specific pollutant can come from various 

sources, including stormwater discharges, and identifies strategies for reducing the pollutant discharges 

from these sources so as not to violate Massachusetts surface water quality standards (314 CMR 4.00, et 

seq.). 

TOTAL SUSPENDED SOLIDS (TSS): Undissolved organic or inorganic particles in water. 

VERNAL POOLS:  Temporary bodies of freshwater which provide critical habitat for a number of 

vertebrate and invertebrate wildlife species. 

WASTE LOAD ALLOCATION:  The maximum concentration or mass of a pollutant which can be 

discharged to a waterway from point sources without causing a violation of surface water quality 

standards as established in an applicable TMDL. 

WATERCOURSE:  A natural or man-made channel through which water flows, or a stream of water, 

including a river, brook or underground stream. 

WATERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH:  All waters within the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, 

including, without limitation, rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, springs, impoundments, estuaries, wetlands, 

coastal waters, groundwater, and Waters of the United States as defined under the Federal Clean Water 

Act as hereafter amended. 

WETLANDS:  Tidal and non-tidal areas characterized by saturated or nearly saturated soils most of the 

year that are located between terrestrial (land-based) and aquatic (water-based) environments, including 

freshwater marshes around ponds and channels (rivers and streams), brackish and salt marshes; common 

names include marshes, swamps and bogs. 

  



 
Section 3. Authority 

This bylaw is adopted under authority granted by the Home Rule Amendment of the Massachusetts 

Constitution, the Massachusetts home rule statutes, and the regulations of the Federal Clean Water Act, 

40 CFR 122.34. 

Section 4. Responsibility for Administration 

A. Stormwater Authority shall administer, implement and enforce this bylaw.  Any powers granted 

to or duties imposed upon the Stormwater Authority may be delegated in writing by the 

Stormwater Authority to its employees or agents. 

Section 5. Waivers 

A. The Stormwater Authority, or its authorized agent, may waive strict compliance with any 

requirement of this bylaw or the rules and regulations promulgated hereunder, where such action 

is:  

(1) allowed by federal, state and local statutes and/or regulations; and  

(2) in the public interest; and  

(3) not inconsistent with the purpose and intent of this bylaw. 

B. Any person seeking a waiver must submit a written waiver request. Such a request shall be 

accompanied by an explanation or documentation supporting the waiver request and 

demonstrating that strict application of the bylaw does not further the purposes or objectives of 

this bylaw. 

C. All waiver requests shall require a public hearing. 

D. If in the opinion of the Stormwater Authority or its authorized agent, additional time or 

information is required for review of a waiver request, the Stormwater Authority may continue a 

hearing to a date certain announced at the meeting. In the event the applicant objects to a 

continuance, or fails to provide requested information, the waiver request shall be denied. 

Section 6. Regulations 

A. The Stormwater Authority shall adopt within one (1) year, and may periodically amend 

regulations, rules and/or written guidance relating to the terms, conditions, definitions, 

enforcement, fees, procedures and administration of this Stormwater Management Bylaw by 

majority vote after conducting a public hearing to receive comments. Such hearing shall be 

advertised in a newspaper of general local circulation, at least fourteen (14) days prior to the 

hearing date. Failure of the Stormwater Authority to issue such rules or regulations, or a legal 

declaration of their invalidity by a court, shall not act to suspend or invalidate the effect of this 

bylaw. 

B. Stormwater Management regulations, rules or guidance shall identify thresholds and requirements 

for Administrative Land Disturbance Review and Land Disturbance Permits required by this 

bylaw and consistent with or more stringent than the most recent Small Municipal Separate Sewer 

System General Permit (MS4).  

C. Stormwater Management regulations may identify one or more categories of projects requiring an 

Administrative Land Disturbance Review that, because of their size, scope and common features 

or characteristics, may be approved by one or more agents of the Stormwater Authority rather 

than by a majority of Stormwater Authority members pursuant to Article III of this bylaw. For 

such projects, the Stormwater Authority will identify minimum stormwater management 

standards pursuant to this bylaw, compliance with which is required before the project is 

approved. 

D. Stormwater Management regulations shall provide for the retention of a peer review expert by the 

Stormwater Authority at the sole expense of an Applicant for relief or approval under this Bylaw. 



 
Peer review expert review shall include but not be limited to review and advice on the review of 

plans, thresholds, and wetland regulations, and shall be applicable to consideration of 

applicability, waiver and enforcement of this bylaw.   

Section 7. Enforcement 

The Stormwater Authority or its authorized agent shall enforce this bylaw, and any associated regulations, 

orders, violation notices, and enforcement orders and may pursue all civil and criminal remedies for such 

violations. 

A. Criminal and Civil Relief.  

(1) Any person who violates the provisions of this bylaw, or any associated regulations, permit, 

notice, or order issued thereunder, may be subject to criminal penalties and prosecution in a 

court of competent jurisdiction and shall result in a criminal fine of not more than $300. 

Each day or part thereof that such violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate 

offense.  

(2) The Stormwater Authority may seek injunctive relief in a court of competent jurisdiction 

restraining the person from activities which would create further violations or compelling 

the person to perform abatement or remediation of the violation. 

B. Orders. 

(1) The Stormwater Authority or its authorized agent may issue a written order to enforce the 

provisions of this bylaw or any regulations thereunder, which may include the following: 

(a) Elimination of illicit connections or discharges to the MS4; 

(b) Elimination of discharges to the MS4 or, directly or indirectly, into a watercourse or 

into the Waters of the Commonwealth; 

(c) Performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting; 

(d) Cessation of unlawful discharges, practices, or operations;  

(e) Implementation of measures to minimize the discharge of pollutants until such time as 

the illicit connection or discharge shall be eliminated; and 

(f) Remediation of contamination in connection therewith. 

(2) If the Stormwater Authority determines that a person’s failure to follow the requirements of 

a Land Disturbance Permit and the related Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan, or 

Operations and Maintenance Plan or any other authorization issued pursuant to this bylaw or 

regulations issued hereunder, then the Authority may issue a written order to the person to 

remediate the non-compliance and/or any adverse impact caused by it, which may include 

the following: 

(a) A requirement to cease and desist from the land disturbing activity until there is 

compliance with the bylaw and provisions of the Land Disturbance Permit or other 

authorization; 

(b) Maintenance, installation or performance of additional erosion and sediment control 

measures;   

(c) Monitoring, analyses, and reporting;  

(d) Remediation of erosion and sedimentation resulting directly or indirectly from the 

land disturbing activity; and/or 

(e) A requirement to eliminate discharges, directly or indirectly, into a watercourse or 

into the Waters of the Commonwealth. 



 
(3) If the Stormwater Authority or its authorized agent determines that abatement or remediation 

of contamination is required, the order shall set forth a deadline by which such abatement or 

remediation must be completed. Said order shall further provide that, should the violator or 

property owner fail to abate or perform remediation within the specified deadline, Norwood 

may, at its option, undertake such work, and expenses thereof shall be charged to the 

violator. 

(4) Within 30 days after completing all measures necessary to abate the violation or to perform 

remediation, the violator and the property owner will be notified of the costs incurred by 

Norwood, including administrative costs. The violator or property owner may file a written 

protest objecting to the amount or basis of costs with the Stormwater Authority within 30 

days of receipt of the notification of the costs incurred. If the amount due is not received by 

the expiration of the time in which to file a protest or within 30 days following a decision of 

the Stormwater Authority affirming or reducing the costs, or from a final decision of a court 

of competent jurisdiction, the costs shall constitute a municipal charge for purposes of 

M.G.L. c. 40 § 58, and a lien on the owner's property for the unpaid charge, pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 40 § 58. Interest shall begin to accrue on any unpaid costs at the statutory rate 

provided in M.G.L. c. 59, § 57 after the 31st day at which the costs first become due. 

C. Noncriminal disposition. As an alternative to criminal prosecution or civil action, Norwood may 

elect to utilize the noncriminal disposition procedure set forth in M.G.L. c. 40, § 21D and Article 

XXIV of the Norwood General Bylaws, in which case the agent of the Stormwater Authority shall 

be the enforcing person. The penalty for the first violation shall be a warning. The penalty for the 

second violation shall be $100. The penalty for the third and subsequent violations shall be $300. 

Each day or part thereof that such violation occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

D. Entry to perform duties under this bylaw. To the extent permitted by local, state or federal law, or 

if authorized by the owner or other party in control of the property, the Stormwater Authority, its 

agents, officers, and employees may enter upon privately owned property for the purpose of 

performing their duties under this bylaw and regulations and may make or cause to be made such 

examinations, surveys or sampling as the Stormwater Authority deems reasonably necessary. 

E. Upon request of the Stormwater Authority, the Board of Selectmen and the Town Counsel may 

take legal action for enforcement under civil law.  

F. Municipal boards and officers shall have authority to assist the Stormwater Authority in 

enforcement. 

G. Appeals. The decisions or orders of the Stormwater Authority shall be final. Further relief shall be 

appealed to a court of competent jurisdiction. 

H. Remedies not exclusive. The remedies listed in this section are not exclusive of any other remedies 

available under any applicable federal, state or local law. 

 

Section 8. Severability 

The provisions of this bylaw are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or 

clause of this bylaw or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or circumstances shall be held 

invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or application of this bylaw. 

 

  



 
ARTICLE II – DISCHARGES TO THE MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM 

AND TO WATERCOURSES OR WATERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

Section 1. Applicability 

Article II of this bylaw shall apply to all water generated on any developed or undeveloped lands and 

entering the municipally owned storm drainage system or entering, directly or indirectly, into a 

watercourse or Waters of the Commonwealth, except as explicitly exempted in this bylaw or where the 

Stormwater Authority has issued a waiver in accordance with Article I § 5. 

Section 2. Prohibited Activities; Exemptions. 

A. Illicit discharges. No person shall dump, discharge, spill, cause or allow to be discharged 

any pollutant or non-stormwater discharge into the municipal separate storm sewer 

system (MS4), onto an impervious surface directly connected to the MS4, or, directly or 

indirectly, into a watercourse or Waters of the Commonwealth. 

B. Illicit connections. No person shall construct, use, allow, maintain or continue any illicit 

connection to the municipal storm drain system, regardless of whether the connection 

was permissible under applicable law, regulation or custom at the time of connection. 

C. Obstruction of municipal storm drain system. No person shall obstruct or interfere with 

the normal flow of stormwater into or out of the municipal storm drain system without 

prior consent from the Stormwater Authority. 

D. Exemptions. 

(1) Discharge or flow resulting from fire-fighting activities; 

(2) The following non-stormwater discharges or flows are exempt from the 

prohibitions of this section provided that the source is not a significant contributor of a 

pollutant to the municipal storm drain system or, directly or indirectly, to a watercourse 

or Waters of the Commonwealth: 

(a) Waterline flushing; 

(b) Flow from potable water sources; 

(c) Springs; 

(d) Natural flow from riparian habitats and wetlands; 

(e) Diverted stream flow; 

(f) Rising groundwater; 

(g) Uncontaminated groundwater infiltration as defined in 40 CFR 

35.2005(20), or uncontaminated pumped groundwater (e.g. sump pump), 

provided that where a pump intake exists inside a structure, the operator 

seeks a permit for such discharge from the Stormwater Authority prior to 

discharge and thereafter discharges in accordance with the requirements 

of the permit and applicable laws and regulations to be issued by the 

Stormwater Authority; 

(h) Water from exterior foundation drains, footing drains (not including 

active groundwater dewatering systems), crawl space pumps, or air-

conditioning condensation; 

(i) Discharge from dechlorinated swimming pool water (less than one ppm 

chlorine) provided the water is allowed to stand for one week prior to 

draining and the pool is drained in such a way as not to cause a nuisance; 

(j) Discharge from street sweeping; 



 
(k) Dye testing, provided verbal notification is given to the Stormwater 

Authority prior to the time of the test; 

(l) Non-stormwater discharge permitted under a NPDES permit, waiver, or 

waste discharge order held by the owner and administered under the 

authority of the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 

provided that the discharge is in full compliance with the requirements of 

the permit, waiver, or order and applicable laws and regulations; and 

(m) Discharge for which advanced written approval is received from the 

Stormwater Authority as necessary to protect public health, safety, 

welfare or the environment. 

Section 3. Additional Prohibited Pollutants 

A. Pet Waste: Norwood is subject to a Pathogen TMDL, and because dog feces are a major 

component of stormwater pollution, it shall be the duty of each person who owns, 

possesses, or controls a dog to remove and properly dispose of any feces left by the dog 

on any public or private property neither owned nor occupied by said person. It is 

prohibited to dispose of dog feces in any public or private storm drain, catch basin, 

wetland or water body or on any paved or impervious surface. However, this provision 

shall not be applicable to a person using a service dog or other service animal registered 

as such. Persons walking dogs must carry with them a device designed to properly 

dispose of dog feces including, but not limited to, a bag or “pooper scooper.” For specific 

requirements and penalties for violations see Norwood General Bylaws Article XII 

Section 33. 

B. Pavement Sealers: Coal tar based driveway and pavement sealers have been identified as 

a primary source of poly-aromatic hydrocarbons affecting streams in developed areas. 

Poly-aromatic hydrocarbons are classified by the United States Environmental Protection 

Agency as a probable human carcinogen and are highly toxic to aquatic life. Asphalt-

based driveway and pavement sealers contain low concentrations of poly-aromatic 

hydrocarbons. Therefore, application of coal tar based driveway and pavement sealers is 

prohibited for all paved areas directly connected to the MS4, a watercourse, or Waters of 

the Commonwealth. The use of coal tar free sealants is permitted. 

Section 4. Emergency Suspension of Storm Drainage System Access 

The Stormwater Authority or its authorized agent may suspend municipal storm drain system access to 

any person or property without prior written notice when such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or 

threatened discharge of pollutants that presents imminent risk of harm to the public health, safety, welfare 

or the environment. In the event any person fails to comply with an emergency suspension order, the 

Stormwater Authority may take all reasonable steps to prevent or minimize harm to the public health, 

safety, welfare or the environment. 

Section 5. Notification of Spills 

Notwithstanding other requirements of local, state or federal law, as soon as a person responsible for a 

facility or operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation, has information of 

or suspects a release of materials at that facility or operation resulting in, or which may result in, 

discharge of pollutants to the municipal drainage system, watercourse, or Waters of the Commonwealth, 

the person shall take all necessary steps to ensure containment and cleanup of the release. In the event of a 

release of oil or hazardous materials, the person shall immediately notify the municipal fire and police 

departments. In the event of a release of nonhazardous material, the reporting person shall notify the 

authorized enforcement agency no later than the next business day. The reporting person shall provide to 

the Stormwater Authority written confirmation of all telephone, facsimile or in-person notifications 

within three business days thereafter. If the discharge of prohibited materials is from a commercial or 



 
industrial facility, the facility owner or operator of the facility shall retain on site a written record of the 

discharge and the actions taken to address it and prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for 

at least three years. 

Section 6. Transitional Provisions 

Residential property owners shall have 60 days from the effective date of this bylaw to comply with its 

provisions provided good cause is shown for the failure to comply with the bylaw during that period. 

 

ARTICLE III – STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND LAND DISTURBANCE 

Section 1. Applicability 

No person may undertake a construction activity or land disturbance, including clearing, grading, 

excavation or redevelopment that will disturb equal to or greater than thresholds outlined in the Norwood 

Stormwater Management Regulations without an Administrative Land Disturbance Review or a Land 

Disturbance Permit approved by a majority of the Stormwater Authority members or as otherwise 

provided in this bylaw. 

Any person that fails to follow the requirements of a Land Disturbance Permit and the related Erosion and 

Sedimentation Control Plan, and Operations and Maintenance Plan, or any Land Disturbance Permit 

issued under the Stormwater Management Regulations shall be in violation of the Norwood Stormwater 

Management Bylaw. 

Section 2. Approval and/or Permit 

Administrative Land Disturbance Review or Land Disturbance Permit must be obtained prior to the 

commencement of Land Disturbing Activity or Redevelopment based on thresholds established in the 

Stormwater Management Regulations. An applicant seeking an approval and/or permit shall file an 

appropriate application with the Stormwater Authority in a form containing information as specified in 

this bylaw and in regulations adopted by the Stormwater Authority.  

Section 3. Consent to Entry onto Property 

An applicant consents to entry of Stormwater Authority or its authorized agents in or on the site to verify 

the information in the application and to inspect for compliance with Review or Permit conditions. 

Section 4. Inspection and Site Supervision 

The Stormwater Authority or its designated agent shall make inspections as outlined in the Stormwater 

Management Regulations to verify and document compliance with Administrative Land Disturbance 

Review or Land Disturbance Permit.  

Section 5. Compliance with the Provisions of EPAs General Permit for MS4s in Massachusetts 

This bylaw and its related Stormwater Management Regulations shall be implemented in accordance with 

the requirements of United States Environmental Protection Agency’s most recent Massachusetts Small 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) General Permit relating to illicit connections and 

discharges, construction site runoff, and post-construction stormwater management, as well as the 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. The Stormwater Authority may establish additional requirements 

by regulation to further the purposes and objectives of this bylaw so long as they are not less stringent 

than those in the MS4 General Permit for Massachusetts. 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Section 6. Surety 

The Stormwater Authority may require the applicant to post before the start of land disturbance or 

construction activity, a surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or other acceptable security. The 

form of the bond shall be approved by the Stormwater Authority and be in an amount deemed sufficient 

by the Stormwater Authority to ensure that the work will be completed in accordance with the permit. If 

the project is phased, the Stormwater Authority may release part of the bond as each phase is completed 

in compliance with the permit. 

Section 7. Final Reports 

Upon completion of the work, the applicant shall submit a report (including certified as-built construction 

plans) from a Professional Engineer (P.E.), surveyor, or Certified Professional in Erosion and 

Sedimentation Control (CPESC), certifying that all BMPs, erosion and sedimentation control devices, and 

approved changes and modifications, have been completed in accordance with the conditions of the 

approved Erosion and Sediment Control Plan and Stormwater Management Plan. The Stormwater 

Authority may, by regulation, require ongoing reporting to ensure long-term compliance, including, but 

not limited to, appropriate operation and maintenance of stormwater BMPs. Any discrepancies shall be 

noted in the cover letter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

ARTICLE 2:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Norwood Zoning Bylaws as follows:  

 

Changes are depicted below in red. 

 

Delete Section 9.8 Forbes Hill Planned Mixed Use Overlay District in its entirety and replace the 

same with RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

Insert a new Zoning District the “Life Sciences Development District,” in Section 2.1. 

 

SECTION 2.0 DISTRICTS 

 

2.1 ESTABLISHMENT. For the purposes of these Bylaws, the Town of Norwood is hereby divided into 

the following classes of districts.  

 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

 

Single Residence         S 

Single Residence - 1         S1  

Single Residence - 2        S2  

General Residence         G  

Multifamily         A 

 

BUSINESS DISTRICTS   

 

General Business        GB 

Business Districts - Central       CB  

Boston Providence Highway District     BPH 

Limited Business        LB 

 

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

 

Office-Research         O 

Limited Manufacturing        LM  

Limited Manufacturing A       LMA 

Manufacturing         M 

Life Sciences Development District     LSDD 

 

 



 

 

Remove existing column for Forbes Hill Planned Use Overlay District in Section 3.1.5 Table of Use Regulations. Insert a new column in 

Section 3.1.5 for the LSDD. Changes are shown in red. 

 

SECTION 3.0 USE REGULATIONS 

 

3.1.5 Table of Use Regulations 

  

District   

Residential  
  

               Business   Office & Industrial 
  

                          

USE  S S1 S2 G A GB CB BPH  LB O LM LMA M PMUD LSDD 

                              

A.  Residential Uses                

1. Single-family dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N N N Y N 

2.  Two-family dwelling N N N Y Y Y Y N Y N N N N Y N 

3. Two family dwelling by 
conversion1 N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N 

N 

4. Multifamily dwelling N N N N BA BA BA PB12,13 BA N N N N Y N 

5. Dwelling units in 
combination with stores or 
other permitted 
commercial purposes:                            

 

One or two family dwelling 
units N N N N N Y Y PB12,13 Y N N N N N 

 
N 

Three or more dwelling 
units N N N N N BA BA PB12,13 N N N N N N 

 
N 

6.  Assisted Living 
Residence2 BA BA BA BA BA BA BA PB12,13 BA BA BA BA BA BA 

 
PB 

7. Planned Mixed Use 
Development N N N N N N N PB12,13 N N N N N PB 

 
N 

   



 

 

B. Institutional Uses  S  S1  S2  G  A  GB CB  BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M  PMUD LSDD 

1. Religious or educational 
use exempted from 
prohibition by G.L.  
Chapter 40A, Section 3 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Library or museum 
open to the public or 
connected with an allowed 
institutional use and not 
conducted as a gainful 
business Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3.  Child care center Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Hospital, nursing, rest 
or convalescent home, 
other institution not for 
correctional purposes BA BA BA BA BA BA BA PB12 BA N N N N PB PB 

5. Social, civic or 
recreational use by a club, 
lodge, owned by members 
and customarily conducted 
as a nonprofit activity BA BA BA BA BA Y Y Y12 Y N N N N N N 

6. Municipal services Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y12 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

7. Sheltered Workshop 
operated by a nonprofit 
charitable organization for 
handicapped persons N N N N N Y Y Y12 BA N BA BA Y BA PB 

 8.  Essential services BA  BA  BA  BA  BA  BA  BA  Y  BA  BA  BA  BA  BA  BA PB 

   



 

 

C. Open Land or Extensive Uses  S S1  S2  G  A  GB  CB  BPH  LB  O   LM  LMA  M LSDD 

1. Agricultural use:               

Extensive Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Intensive BA BA BA N N N N N N N BA BA Y PB 

Farm stand Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Extension of an existing 
cemetery Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N 

3. Reservation, wildlife preserve or 
other conservation area of a 
nonprofit organization or 
membership club Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Commercial recreation, outdoors   N N N N N BA BA Y N N N N N N 

5. Commercial golf course with a 
minimum area of thirty acres and all 
golf course activities to be restricted 
to daylight hours N N N BA BA BA N PB12 N N Y Y N N 

  



 

 

  

D. Retail Uses and Places of 
Assembly  S  S1  S2  G  A  GB  CB  BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M PMUD LSDD 

1. Motor vehicle, boat, motorcycle, 
trailer, truck or farm implement 
sales or auctions:                           

 

 

Wholly within a closed building N N N N N Y  Y  Y N N BA BA BA BA N 

With open-lot sales or storage N N N N N N N PB12 N N N N BA N N 

2. Other open lot sales area N N N N N N N PB12 N N N N BA N N 

3. Showroom for building supplies 
(including plumbing, heating and 
ventilating equipment) N N N N N Y  Y  Y N N N N BA N N 

4. Other retail stores                             

Enterprises under 25,000 net 
square feet floor area N N N N N Y  Y Y Y N BA BA BA BA Y 

Larger enterprises N N N N N Y  Y  PB N N PB PB PB PB PB 

5. Restaurant:                             

With drive in, drive-through, or 
similar service subject to Section 
7.3 N N N N N PB N PB N N PB PB PB PB PB 

With service to persons standing or 
sitting outside the building N N N N N Y3 Y3 PB N N N N BA PB Y 

With both the above N N N N N N N PB N N N N N PB PB 

With neither the above N N N N N Y Y Y BA N BA BA BA PB Y 

6. Commercial recreation, indoors & 
outdoors N N N N N Y Y Y N N BA N BA PB PB 

7. Adult uses as provided by 
Section 7.1 N N N N N N N N N N N BA N N N 

8. Drugstore N  N  N  N  N  Y  Y  Y  Y  N  BA  BA  BA  BA Y 

With drive-in, drive-through, or 
similar service subject to Section 
7.3 N N N N N PB N PB N N PB PB PB PB PB 

9. Hotel or motel, rooming house, 
boarding house or lodging house N N N N N Y Y PB N N PB BA Y 

 
PB PB 



 

 

E. Office Uses  S S1 S2 G A GB CB BPH LB O LM LMA M LSDD 

1. Business or agency office, bank 
or other monetary institution  N N N N N Y Y Y Y Y BA BA BA Y 

With drive-in, drive-through, or 
similar service subject to Section 
7.3 N N N N N PB PB PB PB PB PB PB PB PB 

2. Office for administrative, 
executive or professional purposes N  N  N  N N Y Y Y12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3. Place of business of a building 
tradesman or caterer N N N N N Y6 Y6 Y6 12 BA9 N N N Y N 

4. Cable Television Studio N N N N N N N Y12 N N BA BA BA PB 

5. Flex Space N N N N N N N Y12 N N Y Y N Y 

  



 

 

F. Service 
Establishments  S S1 S2 G A GB CB BPH LB O LM LMA M PMUD LSDD 

1. Personal or consumer 
service N N N N N Y Y Y  Y8 N BA BA BA BA PB 

2. Mortuary, undertaking 
or funeral establishment N N N BA BA Y BA Y12 BA N N N BA N N 

3. Medical or dental 
laboratory; clinic N N N N N BA BA Y12 BA Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Shop of a 
cabinetmaker, sign 
painter, job printer or 
upholsterer N N N N N Y Y Y12 BA7 N N N Y N N 

5. Printing or publishing 
establishment N N N N N Y6 Y6 Y12 N N Y Y Y Y N 

6. Power laundry; dry 
cleaning plant or dying 
works; carpet or rug 
cleaning plant N N N N N Y6 Y6 Y12 N N BA BA Y BA N 

7.  Private school 
conducted for profit, 
including business or 
trade school, dancing or 
music school   N N N N N Y Y Y12 N N Y Y Y Y Y 

8. Body Art Establishment N N N N N N N Y N N N N N N N 

9.  Commercial kennel, 
animal or veterinary 
hospital   BA4  BA4  BA4  N  N  BA  BA  PB12  N  N  N  N  N  N N 

10. Fitness Center N N N N N Y Y Y Y8 N BA BA BA PB Y 

11. Medical Marijuana 
Treatment Center – 
Allowed by Special Permit 
from the ZBA within the 
Medical Marijuana 
Overlay District. See 
Section 7.5 N N N N N N N BA12 N N N N N N N 

  



 

 

G. Wholesale Business 
& Storage  S S1  S2  G A GB CB BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M  PMUD LSDD 

1. Wholesale showroom, 
with storage limited to floor 
samples only N N N N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Storage warehouse or 
distribution plant:                

a. Less than 25,000 
gallons of toxic or 
hazardous materials N N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y Y 

b. More than 25,000 
gallons of toxic or 
hazardous materials N N N N N N N N N N BA BA BA BA PB 

c. Other material or 
equipment N N N N N N N Y12 N N Y Y Y Y Y 

3. Open lot storage N N N N N N N PB12 N N N N BA N N 

a. Open lot storage of 
motor vehicles N N N N N N N PB14 N N N N N N N 

  



 

 

H. Vehicular Service and 
Transportation Uses  S S1  S2  G  A  GB  CB  BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M  LSDD 

1. Parking facility:                            

Commercial N N N N N Y Y PB12 BA N Y Y Y Y 

Community or group facility solely 
for the parking of noncommercial 
motor vehicles of residents of 
nearby buildings N N N BA BA Y Y PB12 BA N Y Y Y Y 

2.Motor vehicle service:                            

Motor vehicle service station N N N N N BA BA PB BA N N N BA N 

Washing and cleaning of motor 
vehicles N N N N N N N PB N N N N BA N 

Auto repair facility, with all major 
repairs conducted wholly within a 
building N N N N N BA BA PB BA N N N BA N 

Motorcycle, truck, trailer, or farm 
implement repair N N N N N N N PB12 N N N N BA N 

3. Bus or railroad passenger 
station N N N N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 

4. Taxi office or stand N N N N N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 

5.  Ambulance dispatch operation N N N N N BA BA PB BA BA BA BA BA Y 

6. Truck terminal or motor freight 
station; servicing of trucks or buses N N N N N N N PB12 N N N N BA PB 

7. Municipal airport or other 
municipal landing and servicing 
facility N N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y PB 

8. Leasing motor vehicles N N N N N BA BA PB12 BA N N N BA N 

9. Storage of Vehicles for Sale or 
Lease N N N N N N N PB12,14 N N N N N N 

  



 

 

I. Manufacturing, 
Processing and Related 
Uses S  S1  S2  G  A  GB  CB  BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M  PMUD LSDD 

1. Laboratory engaged in 
research, experimental or 
testing activities N N N N N N N Y12 N Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Food processing, 
bottling or packaging N N N N N N N PB12 N N BA BA BA BA PB 

3. Light manufacturing11 N N N N N N N Y12 N N Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Manufacturing N N N N N N N Y12 N N N N Y N Y 

5. Earth removal (see 
Section 7.2) BA BA BA BA BA BA BA PB12 BA BA BA BA BA BA N 

6. Manufacturing: Asphalt, 
cement, bituminous 
concrete N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 

7.  Commercial Enterprise: 
rock crushing & 
processing, cement & 
concrete crushing N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 

8. Research & 
development facilities for 
alternative and renewable 
energy facilities N N N N N N N Y12 N N Y N Y Y Y 

9. Manufacturing facilities 
for alternative and 
renewable energy facilities N N N N N N N Y12 N N Y N Y Y Y 

10. Life sciences, biotech, 
medical, and vaccine 
research, development 
and manufacturing N N N N N N N Y PB N Y PB Y  Y 

  



 

 

J.  Accessory Uses  S  S1  S2  G  A  GB  CB  BPH  LB  O  LM  LMA  M  LSDD 

1.  Home occupation (see Section 
3.3.1) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3. Licensed family day care home Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Farm stand Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

5. Room and board for not more 
than two persons not members of 
the household (whether regular or 
transient) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N 

6. Light manufacturing (see Section 
3..4.3) N N N N N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 

7. Dwelling for caretaker, watchman N N N N Y Y Y Y Y N N N BA N 

8. Transient accommodations for 
business visitors to the premises N N N N N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y 

9. Repair (conducted wholly within 
a building) and service for vehicles 
used in conjunction with the 
principal use of the premises N N N N N BA BA BA BA Y Y Y Y PB 

10. Scientific research and 
development, as provided at 
Section 3.4.4 BA BA BA BA BA BA BA Y12 BA BA BA BA BA Y 

11.  Clinic located within drug store 
or other principal use N N N N N BA BA Y12 N N BA BA BA Y 

12. Employee restaurant, 
lunchroom, cafeteria or similar 
place for serving on-premises 
employees N N N N N Y Y Y BA Y Y Y BA Y 

13. Retail sale of products 
manufactured or stored as the 
principal use N N N N N Y Y Y Y Y10 Y Y BA Y 

14. Open lot display or storage if 
goods products, materials or 
equipment:                            



 

 

Occupying less than 25% as much 
area as covered by buildings on the 
premises N N N N N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 

 
 
 
Y 

 
Occupying a larger area N N N N N BA BA PB12 N N BA BA BA 

 
PB 

 
15. Incinerator for disposal of waste 
materials incidental to the principal 
use N N N N N N N N N N BA BA BA 

 
 
 
PB 

 
16. Rental or leasing of motor  
vehicles N N N N N BA BA PB12 BA N BA BA BA 

 
 
N 

17. Livestock raising, for personal 
use and enjoyment of residents of 
the premises, but not for gain Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

 
 
 
Y 

18. Accessory uses supporting Life 
Sciences uses and education, 
including but not limited to 
employee fitness centers, 
relaxation areas, personal services, 
classrooms, training facilities, etc. N N N N N PB PB Y Y PB Y PB Y Y 

  



 

 

 
K.  Accessory Parking: S S1 S2 G A GB CB BPH LB O LM LMA M LSDD 

1. Automobiles, recreational 
vehicles, passenger vans (See 
Section 3.4.5) Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y Y PB12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2. Pickup trucks, not more than 
6250 pounds gross vehicle weight Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y Y PB12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3. One other vehicle which neither 
exceeds 12,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight, nor which exceeds 
21 feet in length Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y9 Y Y PB12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4. Larger or additional commercial 
vehicles N N N N N Y Y PB12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

5. Accessory trailer (see Section 
3.4.5  Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PB12 Y Y Y Y Y Y 

 

  



 

 

Insert a new row in the Table of Dimensional Requirements along with new footnotes 19 & 20 

 

SECTION 4.0  DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 
Min. Lot 
Area 

Min. 
Lot 
Frontag
e 

Max. Lot 
Cover 

Min. 
Open 
Space 

Max. 
Floor 
Area 
Ratio 

Required 
Lot 
Width 
Through 
Building 
or 
Structure 

Min. 
Front 
Setback 

Min. Side 
Yard 

Min. 
Rear 
Yard 

Max. 
Building 
Height 

S2 15,000 sf 125 ft 25% 25% No limit 125 ft 30 ft 20 ft4 35 ft10 30 ft 

S1 12,500 sf 100 ft 25% 25% No limit 100 ft 30 ft 15 ft5 30 ft10 30 ft 

S 10,000 sf 90 ft 25% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft5 30 ft10 30 ft 

G 10,000 sf1 90 ft 35% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft6 30 ft10 30 ft 

A 10,000 sf2 90 ft 35% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft6 30 ft10 30 ft 

CB 5,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 0% No limit 20 ft 0 ft11 0 ft7 10ft 40 ft 

BPH 10,000 sf2 3 100 ft3 80% 20% No limit 50 ft 20 ft16 20 ft17 30 ft18 60 ft15 

LB 10,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 10% 0.5 20 ft 0 ft8 0 ft7 10 ft10 30 ft 

GB 10,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 10% 0.5 20 ft 0 ft8 0 ft7 10 ft10 30 ft 

O 3 acres3 250 ft3 20% 40% 0.5 250 ft 100 ft 25 ft8 25 ft8 30ft 

LM 3 acres3 250 ft3 50% 25% 0.67 250 ft 50 ft12 25 ft8 25 ft8 60 ft 

LMA 3 acres3 250 ft3  50% 25% 0.67 250 ft 50 ft12 25 ft8 25 ft8 60 ft 

M 10,000 sf 50 ft3 70% 10% 0.67 50 ft 0 ft13 10 ft9 10 ft9 40 ft15 

LSDD 3 acres3 250 ft3 70% 25% No Limit 250 ft 50 ft19 25 ft19 25 ft19 80 ft20 



 

 

4.1.2 Notes to Table of Dimensional Requirements. These notes shall have the force and effect of law. 

19. No yard required where the property on both sides of the lot line is zoned LSDD. Lots developed 

under a common scheme shall be treated as a single lot with no interior setbacks or boundaries. Bridges, 

walkways, corridors, or passageways, enclosed or otherwise, and connecting buildings located within 

LSDD shall not be subject to setback requirements. 
 

20. Increase by one foot for each foot by which all setback and yard requirements are exceeded, to a 

maximum of 100 feet in height. A photo simulation of the proposed structure shall be submitted as 

viewed from locations specified by the Planning Board. Evidence of FAA approval is required. 
 

Amend section 6.2.17 Permanent Signs in Limited Manufacturing and Manufacturing Districts by 

inserting the following shown in red.  
 

6.2.17 Permanent Signs in Limited Manufacturing, Life Science Development and Manufacturing 

Districts. 
 

Insert a new Section 7.8 in its entirety. 
 

SECTION 7.8 LIFE SCIENCES DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 

7.8.1 Purpose and Controlling Regulations 
 

The Life Sciences Development District (LSDD) is established to promote the development of life 

sciences and biotechnology research, development, and manufacturing.  In addition, this district will 

allow for commercial development designed to incorporate low impact development principles.  The 

LSDD is intended to provide the regulatory framework for the types of uses that the Town prefers to see 

developed such as the development of life sciences, biotechnology, and medical.  The additional allowed 

uses are intended to meet the demands of market forces and promote investment in the district. The LSDD 

will create an attractive mixed use, sustainable development, compatible with existing uses in the area. In 

addition, the LSDD will promote the following public benefits: 
 

• Preserve the natural wooded gateway to the town along Upland Road; 

• Embrace smart growth principles to enhance economic development opportunities and create new 

employment opportunities; 

• Provide the broadest range of compatible commercial uses and encourage the development of 

under-developed properties; 

• The LSDD will allow for a wide variety of uses, except for new housing; 

• Allow market–driven growth at a location that can accommodate additional activity;     

• Minimize traffic impacts from new development; and  

• Expand the Town’s tax base. 
 

All development within the LSDD shall be subject to the following provisions.  In any situation where 

these requirements are in conflict with other requirements of this bylaw the provisions of this section shall 

be controlling. 
 

7.8.2 Pre-Application Meeting 

Prior to submitting an application to the Building Commissioner for projects within the LSDD, the 

applicant shall contact the Director of Community Planning & Economic Development and request 

a Pre-Application meeting with relevant Town Officials and Boards.  The purpose of this meeting is 

to present the project concept and discuss zoning, public safety, traffic, wetlands, storm water 

management, infrastructure, and other issues, as applicable, to facilitate project development and 

coordinate permitting processes. 

 



 

 

7.8.3 Administration 

The Planning Board is designated as the Special Permit Granting Authority for all uses and all 

Special Permits required for any project regardless of scope or nature within the LSDD under this 

bylaw, in accordance with the provisions of Section 10.4 Special Permits.  The Planning Board 

shall also serve as Site Plan Approval Board, in accordance with the provisions of Section 10.5 Site 

Plan Approval.  An Applicant may consolidate all Special Permit and Site Plan Approval requests 

into a single application specifying all of the requested permits for a project.  Recognizing the 

changing requirements of the life sciences industry, to meet specific new technology demands, the 

Planning Board may, by Special Permit, waive strict compliance with any zoning requirements if it 

finds that: (1) the waiver is intended to support the purpose of the LSDD; (2) there is a benefit to 

the Town; and (3) would not result in substantial detriment to the neighborhood. 
 

7.8.4  Site Design 

All development within the LSDD shall incorporate sustainable and low impact development 

design principles, such as grouping or clustering buildings, preservation of open space and existing 

natural vegetation, limiting cut and fill, use of green stormwater infrastructure, and incorporating 

high energy efficiency building designs.  In order to further these goals the following shall apply: 
 

A.  Multiple Principal Buildings.  

Each lot within the LSDD may have more than one principal building regardless of lot area 

provided that the resulting development meets the dimensional requirements of Section 4.1.1 Table 

of Dimensional Requirements. 
 

B.  Buffer Zones   

1. There shall be a 150 foot natural buffer maintained along Upland Road from the intersection of 

Upland Road and Investors Way to the intersection of Upland Road and Prospect Street.  Each lot 

with frontage on Upland Road shall only have one point of access/egress through the buffer to 

Upland Road. 

2. There shall be a 125 foot natural buffer maintained along the south side of Investors Way from 

the intersection of Upland Road extending 850 feet into the district along the existing driveway.  

Each lot that is affected by this buffer shall only have one point of access/egress through the 

buffer to Investors Way. 

3.  Should the names of any of the roadways or driveways change, the buffers shall remain as set 

forth above. 
 

C.  Parking Structures  

Parking Structures are allowed in the LSDD subject to Section 7.4 Major Projects and Section 10.5 

Site Plan Approval. 
 

D.  Parking and Loading 

There is no setback requirement for parking lots or loading areas where the property on both sides 

of the lot line is zoned LSDD.  However, Parking Structures are subject to setback requirements. 
 

7.8.5 Severability  

If any provision of this Section 7.8 is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 

remainder of Section 7.8 shall remain in full force. The invalidity of any provision of this Section 

7.8 shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the Town’s Zoning Bylaw. 
 

Or take any other action in the matter. 

 



 

ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Official Zoning Map as shown below. 

 

 
 

Or take any other action in the matter.



 
 

ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to abandon the Town’s 

interests in the portions of Linden and Winter Streets subject to the current easement recorded with the 

Norfolk Registry of Deeds at Book 13637, Page 197 as Town ways and record all documents necessary to 

discontinue the aforesaid portions of Linden Street and Winter Street as Town ways; and, further 

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to transfer from the Board of Selectmen 

for road purposes to the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of conveyance, and to convey to MPT of 

Norwood – Steward, LLC or its successor in interest, on such terms as the Board of Selectmen shall 

determine to be in the best interests of the Town those portions of Linden Street and Winter Street marked 

as “Easement Area” or a plan entitled “Exclusive Use Easement Winter and Linden Streets in Norwood, 

MA” scale 1” = 20’ dated March 24, 1999, prepared by Norwood Engineering Co, Inc. Consulting 

Engineers – Land Surveyors, 1410 Route One, Norwood, MA 02062, which plan is recorded with the 

Norfolk County Registry as Plan No. 474 of 1999 in Plan Book 467, and a copy of which plan is on file 

with the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development; and, further, to establish a five-

thousand five-hundred dollar ($5,500.00) minimum amount to be paid for such conveyance; and further 

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to record all documents necessary to 

abandon all rights of the Town in a grant of easement entitled “Exclusive Use Easement Winter and Linden 

Streets Norwood, Massachusetts,” dated June 15, 1999 and recorded with the Norfolk County Registry of 

Deeds at Book 13637, Page 197; including without limitation the rights of reverter granted therein; and, 

further 

 

To authorize the Board of Selectmen to take all action necessary to accomplish the purposes of this article; 

or take any other action in the matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to amend Zoning Bylaw Section 4.1.1, Table of 

Dimensional Requirements; or take any other action in the matter. 

 

Changes are shown in red. 

 

4.1.1 Table of Dimensional Requirements  

 

 
 

 

ARTICLE 6: To see what sum of money the Town will vote to transfer from surplus revenue or  

other funds, or borrow, and to appropriate for the purpose of repair and rehabilitation of the  

Town sewer system, and further, to see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of  

Selectmen to accept a grant and a non-interest bearing loan from the Massachusetts Water  

Resource Authority (MWRA); and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to expend said sums for  

said purpose; or take any other action in the matter.  

 

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 

purchase or eminent domain all or a portion of the land with any improvements thereon owned now or 

formerly by Norfolk County Trust Company located at 699 Washington Street, Norwood, Massachusetts 

and shown on the Assessors’ Plans as Lot 1 on Map 13, Sheet 5 containing 18,000 square feet, more or 

less; and, further, to see what sum of money the Town will vote to pay costs of this acquisition and for the 

payment of costs of design and engineering of necessary improvements and any other costs incidental and 

related thereto, and further to see what sum of money the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate from 

Surplus Revenue or other available funds, or borrow, for said purpose; or to take any other action in the 

matter. 

  

District Min. Lot Area
Min. Lot 

Frontage

Max. Lot 

Cover

Min. 

Open 

Space

Max.

Floor 

Area 

Ratio

Required Lot 

Width 

Through 

Building or 

Structure

Min. 

Front 

Setback

Min. 

Side 

Yard

Min. 

Rear 

Yard

Max. 

Building 

Height

S2 15,000 sf 125 ft 25% 25% No limit 125 ft 30 ft 20 f t4 35 ft10 30 ft

S1 12,500 sf 100 ft 25% 25% No limit 100 ft 30 ft 15 ft5 30 ft10 30 ft

S 10,000 sf 90 ft 25% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft5 30 ft10 30 ft

G 10,000 sf1 90 ft 35% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft6 30 ft10 30 ft

A 10,000 sf2 90 ft 35% 25% No limit 90 ft 20 ft 15 ft6 30 ft10 30 ft

CB 5,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 0% No limit 20 ft 0 ft11 0 ft7    10 ft 40 ft

BPH 10,000 sf2 3 100 ft3 80% 20% No limit 50 ft 20 ft 20ft 30 ft10  60 ft15

LB 10,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 10% 0.5 20 ft 0 ft8 0 ft7 10 ft10 30 ft

GB 10,000 sf2 20 ft 80% 10% 0.5 20 ft 0 ft8 0 ft7 10 ft10 30 ft

O 3 acres3 250 ft3 20% 40% 0.5 250 ft 100 ft 25 ft8 25 ft8 30 ft

LM 3 acres3 250 ft3 50% 25% 0.67 250 ft 50 ft12 25 ft8 25 ft8 60 ft

LMA 3 acres3 250 ft3 50% 25% 0.67 250 ft 50 ft12 25 ft8 25 ft8 60 ft

M 10,000 sf 50 ft3 70% 10% 0.67 50 ft 0 ft13 10 ft9 10 ft9   40 ft15

MSOD No limitSee Section 9.9 See Section 9.9



 
Any individual with a disability who needs accommodations related to 

accessibility/communications or other aspects of participation in Town Meeting or other related 

programs should contact: 

 

Tony Mazzucco   David Hern, Jr. 

General Manager  Town Meeting Moderator 

 Town of Norwood  Town of Norwood  

566 Washington Street  566 Washington Street 

Norwood, MA  02062  Norwood, MA  02062 

  

The Town of Norwood does not discriminate on the basis of disability. 

 

And you are directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies thereof in ten public places 

in this Town fourteen days at least before the time and day of said meeting. Hereof fail not and 

make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon to the Selectmen on or before the day 

and time of said meeting. 

 

Given under our hands at Norwood this first day of February, 2022. 

 

 

Thomas F. Maloney, Chairman 

 

 

William J. Plasko, Vice Chairman 

 

 

Helen Abdallah Donohue 

 

 

Matthew E. Lane 

 

 

Allan D. Howard 

 

 

SELECTMEN OF NORWOOD 

 

 

 


