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INTRODUCTION
Lyndon Township is blessed with an abundance of outstanding open spaces 
and park facilities. The Lyndon Township Five-year Recreation Plan articulates 
a vision for parks, recreation, and trails in Lyndon Township. The purpose of this 
Plan is to guide the Township’s recreation planning and development eff orts 
over the next fi ve years. Once adopted, the Plan becomes the offi  cial document 
to be used by the community to guide decisions regarding parks, recreation, 
and trails. The Plan is also intended to meet state standards for community 
recreation planning that are necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 

The Lyndon Township Recreation Plan follows the format suggested by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the Guidelines for the 
Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway 
Plans (revised 03/19/2015). It begins with a brief overview of the plan as well as 
a description of the planning process which was used to develop the Plan. The 
Plan then presents a community description, providing information on both 
the social and physical characteristics of the community. The community’s 
administrative structure is next described, including information on funding 
and budget. A detailed recreation inventory chapter describes the existing 
parks and recreational facilities of the community as well as those of the 
region. The public participation chapter of the plan presents the input received 
from local offi  cials and the residents of Lyndon Township, which helped in 
formulating the plan’s Goals and Objectives. The Action Program chapter 
then provides an action plan and strategies for implementation. Finally, the 
supporting documents include the resolutions and notices documenting the 
plan’s adoption by the Lyndon Township Board.

PLANNING PROCESS 

The process used to generate the Recreation Plan consists of three phases: 
background studies, evaluation, and plan development.

The fi rst phase, background studies, involves gathering and updating 
information from existing documents and plans such as the 2010 U.S. Census 
Bureau data and preparing site inventory and assessments of existing 
facilities. The information is organized into three main categories: community 
description, administrative structure of the Parks and Recreation Department, 
and recreation inventory.

The second phase in the planning process involves evaluation and analysis 
of the gathered data and includes community input to determine recreation 
facilities and program needs. Community input was sought through a planning 
fair held early in the process. 

The third and fi nal phase in the process entails plan development and adoption. 
Goals, objectives, and an action program were formulated based on the input 
gathered. The following diagram illustrates the process and the corresponding 
requirements of the MDNR.
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BACKGROUND
STUDIES

EVALUATION

PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT

• Description of the Planning Process
• Community Description
• Administrative Structure
• Recreation Inventory

• Goals & Objectives
• Action Program
• Supporting Documents

• Needs Assessment and 
 Public Participation

Community Description
Administration Structure

Recreation Inventory

Recreation Needs

Master Plan

MDNR SUGGESTED FORMAT

The Lyndon Township Recreation Master Plan was developed with input from 
local offi  cials, community stakeholders, and residents. All meetings were open 
to the public and input was sought during all phases of the planning process. 
A public input meeting held on October 11, 2016 and data compiled from an 
online survey provided a substantial amount of input regarding the needs and 
opinions of community residents. The Plan was recommended for adoption 
following a 30-day community review period at the Steering Committee’s 
meeting of January 10, 2017. The Plan was adopted by the Lyndon Township 
Board on February 14, 2017, following a public hearing. A draft of the Plan 
document was available for public review and comment at the Township Hall 
and online from December 7, 2016 through January 10, 2017.
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Residents √ √

Table 1: Master Planning Process Participation
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 COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
Lyndon Township lies in the northwest corner of Washtenaw County adjacent 
to Livingston, Ingham, and Jackson counties. Lyndon is located between 
four population centers: Chelsea and Dexter to the southeast, Pinckney to 
the northeast, and Stockbridge to the northwest. Lyndon is accessible from 
the City of Chelsea through Stockbridge-Chelsea Road (M-52) and I-94, from 
Dexter through Island Lake Road, and from the east through North Territorial  
Road and US-23.

Washtenaw County is the sixth largest county in the State of Michigan. It is 
located in the west area of the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) region. SEMCOG is the regional planning agency that conducts 
planning studies and maintains a comprehensive database of information 
about the counties of Livingston, Oakland, Macomb, St. Clair, Wayne, 
Washtenaw, and Monroe. It is a source for some of the population and land use 
related data included in this report.

In planning for the future recreation needs of Lyndon Township, it is essential 
to understand both the community of people to be served and the recreation 
resources which the community off ers. The fi rst part of this document 
provides an overview of the population, physical, and recreation resources 
of the Township with the goal of understanding the unique features and 
opportunities the community off ers.

CLIMATE

Lyndon Township receives an average annual rainfall of 32 inches, and 34 
inches of snow. The area sees an average of 179 sunny days each year, and 116 
days with measurable precipitation. The average high temperature in July is 84 
degrees Fahrenheit, and average low in January is 17 degrees. According to the 
Michigan Environmental Council, climate change may have a signifi cant impact 
on the state. Temperatures will grow signifi cantly warmer. Overall, precipitation 
is forecasted to increase, but the majority of the increase will occur in the 
spring months, with prolonged drought periods possible in summer months. 
Rain events will be “fl ashy”, with heavy downpours, and storm events will grow 
more severe. The Great Lakes, which act to moderate temperature extremes 
across the state, could face a signifi cant decrease in volume. 

TRANSPORTATION

Despite the highly rural nature of the community, Lyndon Township is well 
connected to surrounding communities and to the larger urban centers of 
Jackson, Lansing, Ann Arbor, and metro Detroit. M-52 runs from the northwest 
to the southeast corners of the Township, connecting with interstates 94 to the 
south and 96 to the north.  North Territorial Road, which bisects M-52 in the 
heart of the Township, off ers a picturesque ride east to US-23. 

The Township is located approximately 40 miles from both the Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport and Lansing’s Capital Region International Airport, both 
of which off er direct fl ights to a number of national and international cities.  
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POPULATION 

Table 2 presents the population, household, and housing characteristics of Lyndon Township according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau and SEMCOG Forecast information.

Washtenaw County and its communities have been able to avoid much of the population loss seen across southeast 
Michigan. Driven primarily by increases in rural communities, the County saw a comfortable growth rate averaging just 
over 10% from 1980 through 2010. Southeast Michigan as a whole, however, essentially saw its population stay fl at, with 
Detroit experiencing losses approaching 17%.  

1990 2000 2010 2016
% change 

2000 - 2010

# change 

2000 - 2010

Lyndon Twp  2,228  2,728  2,720  2,862 -0.3% -8

Chelsea  3,772  4,398  4,944  4,956 12.4% 546

Dexter (City)  1,497  2,338  4,067  4,905 74.0% 1,729

Dexter (Twp)  4,407  5,248  6,042  6,875 15.1% 794

Lima Twp  2,132  2,517  3,307  3,734 31.4% 790

Sylvan Twp  2,508  2,734  2,833  2,849 3.6% 99

Waterloo Twp*  2,830  3,069  2,856  2,839 -6.9% -213
Unadilla Twp  2,949  3,190  3,366  3,369 5.5% 176
Putnam Twp  4,580  5,359  5,821  5,897 8.6% 462
Stockbridge (Twp)*  2,971  2,175  2,678  2,697 23.1% 503

Washtenaw County  282,937  322,770  344,791  360,609 7.1%  25,626 

Region  4,590,468  4,833,368  4,704,809  4,656,330 0.4%  18,448 

Table 2: Historical Population Data: Lyndon Township & Environs

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG 2016 estimates

2010

SEMCOG 

estimate 

2016

SEMCOG 

estimate 

2040

% change 

2010 - 2040

# change 

2010 - 2040

Lyndon Twp  2,720  2,862  3,120 9.0%  258 

Chelsea  4,944  4,956  6,271 26.5%  1,315 

Dexter (City)  4,067  4,905  4,885 -0.4%  (20)

Dexter (Twp)  6,042  6,875  6,855 -0.3%  (20)

Lima Twp  3,307  3,734  4,304 15.3%  570 

Sylvan Twp  2,833  2,849  3,922 37.7%  1,073 

Waterloo Twp*  2,856  2,839  n/a n/a  n/a 

Unadilla Twp  3,366  3,369  4,635 37.6%  1,266 

Putnam Twp  5,821  5,897  7,516 27.5%  1,619 

Stockbridge (Twp)*  2,678  2,697  n/a n/a  n/a 

Washtenaw County  1,820,650  1,755,039  386,235 7.1%  25,626 

Region  4,704,809  4,720,945  4,674,778 0.4%  18,448 

Table 3: Population Projections: Lyndon Township & Environs

Source: American Community Survey/ SEMCOG 2016 estimates
* Note: Waterloo and Stockbridge Townships fall outside of the SEMCOG region. 2016 counts are based on American 
Community Survey estimates. 2040 projections are not available.
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Figure 3: Population Trends, Lyndon Township

Source: U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG 2016 forecasts
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Figure 4: Population Trends, Washtenaw County & SE Michigan

Source: U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG 2016 forecasts
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Figures 6: Lyndon Township Age Distribution Comparison, 2010 - 2040

Source: U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG 2015 forecasts

While the Township’s population is increasing, its median age is also increasing. 
Lyndon’s median age rose from 36.4 in 2000 to 44.9 in 2010. Michigan and the 
country as a whole are also showing a trend towards a higher median  age 
(Michigan’s median age increased from 35.5 to 38.1, while the US increased 
from 35.3 to 37.2), but the size of Lyndon’s change from 2000 to 2010 is 
noteworthy (8.5 years).  Of the Township’s immediate neighbors, only Sylvan 
(8.5) and Putnam (6.2) have shown similar jumps.

Figure 5: Median Age Comparison

Source: U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG 2016 forecasts
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The Township’s age breakdown begins to explain the jump in median age. 
Figure 4 shows a clear shift in population, suggesting that the community’s 
population has remained essentially the same. This could indicate that Lyndon’s 
residents are well established, less willing to move, and more likely to “age in 
place”. If this trend continues, it will be important to consider alternatives which 
meet the recreation needs of an older population.
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HOUSING

According to the 2010 Census, there are 1,205 housing units in the Township, an 
increase of 150 units (14.2%) from 2000. Lyndon’s housing units are exclusively 
single-family detached units. The Township’s only manufactured housing 
community was shuttered between 2000 and 2010. 

85% of Lyndon’s housing units are occupied, with 79% owner-occupied and 6% 
renter-occupied. Vacant units increased from 17.8% in 2000 to 19.9% in 2010. 
Residential property values have declined from 2000 to 2010, refl ecting the 
housing declines experienced across the nation during the recent recession. 
The median housing value in 2010 is $232,200 a 2.7% drop from 2000. Gross 
rent declined by 15.3% during the same period, with the median gross rent at 
$711 in 2010.

Building permits for the Township have remained essentially fl at since 2006. 

Year
Single 

Family

Two 

Family

Attach 

Condo

Multi 

Family

Total 

Units

Total 

Demos

Net 

Total

2000 22 0 0 0 22 0 22

2001 20 0 0 0 20 0 20

2002 23 0 0 0 23 1 22

2003 24 0 0 0 24 4 20

2004 20 0 0 0 20 3 17

2005 15 0 0 0 15 4 11

2006 7 0 0 0 7 6 1

2007 3 0 0 0 3 1 2

2008 4 0 0 0 4 1 3

2009 1 0 0 0 1 1 0

2010 5 0 0 0 5 3 2

2011 2 0 0 0 2 0 2

2012 4 0 0 0 4 1 3

2013 4 0 0 0 4 1 3

2014 2 0 0 0 2 0 2
2015 8 0 0 0 8 0 8

2016 4 0 0 0 4 0 4
TOTAL 168 0 0 0 168 26 142

Table 4: Residential Building Permits

Source: 2010 U. S. Census Bureau / SEMCOG
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LAND USE

Lyndon Township is a rural community including vast public land holdings and 
low density residential development. This development pattern is principally 
due to the numerous lakes, wetlands, natural features, and a limited road 
network.

Approximately 42% of the Township’s land area is contained in the Pinckney and 
Waterloo state recreation areas. The Township’s northwest third and portions of 
its eastern edge are characterized by undeveloped natural areas, farmland, low 
density residential development, and scattered small commercial land uses.

Almost 3,000 acres (13%) in Lyndon Township are used for agricultural 
purposes. The Township’s most expansive and continuous farmland acreage is 
located in the northwest quarter and is characterized primarily by crop farming 
although there are several small livestock operations. Some of the agricultural 
land has been enrolled in the Open Space and Farmland Protection Act (P.A. 
116 of 1974).

Residential development in Lyndon Township includes mostly low density 
single family dwellings on parcels 2 to 10 acres or more in size. Residential 
lakefront areas, on the other hand, are in high demand and exhibit a dense 
development pattern with lot sizes of ¼ acre or less. The Township is currently 
working to reduce this lakefront density to help maintain the area’s rural 
character.

Commercial and industrial land uses in Lyndon Township are limited and 
scattered along North Territorial Road, Waterloo, and M-52. The State of 
Michigan operates a small correctional facility in the south central portion of 
the Township along Waterloo Road.

Source: SEMCOG GIS Data, 2008 Land Use Analysis

Land Use Category Acres Percent

Agricultural 2840.17 12.2%

Single-family Residential 7259.72 31.2%

Multiple-family Residential 0 0.0%

Commercial 7.11 0.0%

Industrial 0 0.0%

Governmental/Institutional 368.56 1.6%

Park, recreation, & open space 11071 47.6%

Airport 0 0.0%

Transportation, communication, & utility 286.42 1.2%

Water 1449.64 6.2%

TOTAL 23282.62 100.0%

Table 5: Land Use Percentages
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NATURAL FEATURES 

Like much of Michigan’s southern lower peninsula, the area’s landscape is 
characterized by gently rolling topography formed through glacial action. As 
the glaciers retreated, the outwash of sand, soil, and debris created an irregular 
pattern of hills and depressions that collected water, creating the region’s many 
lakes and wetlands.

Lyndon Township’s area is known for its abundance of lakes, waterways, 
wetlands, and fl oodplains. An extensive chain of lakes, wetlands, and natural 
areas have made Lyndon Township a very desirable location for recreation 
pursuits and residential development. The Township drains into the Huron and 
Grand River watersheds.

There are more than 30 lakes in the Township and most exceed 10 acres in size. 
These lakes are joined through a network of streams and wetland areas and, 
together, they collect and carry storm water runoff .

While most of the Township’s northwest quarter is mostly level, the remaining 
portion is characterized by rolling topography. The rolling areas are interspersed 
among the nearly level and abundant wetland areas throughout the southern 
and northeastern areas of the Township. The Township’s elevations vary from 
a high of 1,100 feet to a low of 880 feet above sea level. Some of the steeper 
slopes exceed 25% as hills rise 50 to 100 feet in elevation. The sharp rises have 
evolved as landmarks and include Sugarloaf, Stofer, Shanahan, and Prospect 
hills.

The majority of the Township falls within the Boyer-Spinks-Houghton soils 
association, which is described as consisting of nearly level to steep well-
drained coarse soils as well as nearly level poorly drained organic soils.

The predominant natural features of Lyndon Township are its woodland 
and wetland areas, which form a continuous network across the Township. 
These natural resources play a vital role in fl ood control, runoff  purifi cation, 
groundwater recharge, air purifi cation, wildlife habitats, and recreation 
opportunities.
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RELATED PLANNING INITIATIVES 

While change is inevitable and growth in both population and housing will 
occur, Lyndon Township is committed to managing that growth to preserve its 
rural character and natural resources while enhancing recreational activities 
and overall quality of life for all its residents. The 2004 Washtenaw County 
Comprehensive Plan, the 2006 Regional Greenways Vision, Washtenaw County 
Parks and Recreation Commission eff orts, the 2006 Washtenaw County Non-
motorized Transportation Plan, and the recent Township Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan are planning initiatives that have relevance to the current Recreation 
Plan.

Iron Belle Trail

First announced in 2012, the Iron Belle Trail (IBT) system is the 
longest designated state trail in the United States. The trail, which is 
approximately 69% complete, will provide a 1,273 mile biking and 791 
mile hiking route winding from Belle Isle in Detroit to Ironwood in the 
far northwest corner of the Upper Peninsula. The trail takes advantage 
of existing multi-use trail systems, and fi lls gaps between communities 
where needed. 

The IBT will be an important leg in the North Country Trail, the 4,600 
mile trail system which spans from eastern New York to central North 
Dakota. Michigan’s section of the trail will be the longest in the North 
Country system. Volunteers from the North Country Trail Association 
perform maintenance on the hiking trails. The Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) maintains the bike trail along US-2 in the 
Upper Peninsula, while the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) and local municipalities are responsible for the bike sections in 
the Lower Peninsula. 

The IBT has spurred a fl urry of activity across the state, with 
communities vying for the opportunity to connect with the system. 
The IBT follows Washtenaw County’s B2B trail. The proposed layout 
for the B2B trail is somewhat fl uid due to easement challenges, but it 
now appears that  the IBT will travel west through Lyndon Township 
and continuing on to Stockbridge. The original confi guration, which 
connecting to the Lakelands Trail just north of the Township, will likely 
be developed at a later date, forming part of “The Loop” trail network. 
Providing connections through the Pinckney and Waterloo State 
Recreation Areas could bring signifi cant amounts of bikers and hikers 
to the Township.
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State of Michigan - Great Lake-to-Lake Trail Initiative

Similar in scope to the IBT plan, the Great Lake-to-Lake trail system 
will take advantage of existing trail systems across the state to create 
a contiguous path from South Haven to Port Huron. One key section, 
running from Jackson north along M-106 to Stockbridge, could be 
completed as early as 2018. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel Plan for Southeast Michigan

In 2014, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
released its comprehensive plan outlining non-motorized 
transportation opportunities for the southeast Michigan area 
including Lyndon Township. The plan was a refi nement of the 2006 
Southeast Michigan Greenways Vision, which refl ects the desired non-
motorized connections in the region. The plan incorporates a number 
of diff erent initiatives, including The Washtenaw County Regional Trails 
and Greenways Vision. Figure 11 depicts the vision for the Lyndon 
Township area, identifying a series of existing systems which provide 
connections to adjacent communities including Chelsea, Stockbridge, 
Pinckney, Dexter, and Waterloo, as well as remaining gaps to be 
addressed.

Source: www.michigantrails.org

Figure 10: Great Lake-to-Lake Route Map
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Figure 11: Detail - SEMCOG Non-motorized Trail Facilities

Source: Adapted from SEMCOG Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel Plan for Southeast Michigan, 2014
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Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPRC) 
has made signifi cant progress toward developing non-motorized 
transportation facilities in Washtenaw County. Their eff orts have 
focused on the development of the Border-to-Border Trail along the 
Huron River connecting the cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti. 

Development of the Border to Border (B2B) Trail and the proposed 
“Loop Trail” which would connect the communities of Stockbridge, 
Dexter, Chelsea, and Pinckney is of particular interest to Lyndon 
Township.  There has been discussion of adjusting the B2B layout 
due to easement issues. The original B2B confi guration followed 
the Huron River north through Hudson Mills Metropark, ultimately 
connecting to the Lakelands Trail. The new proposed Loop 
confi guration, which follows M-52 west to Stockbridge, is more easily 
implementable and ensures that gaps in the Iron Belle Trail network 
are fi lled as quickly as possible. While the original confi guration has 
not been abandoned, its completion date has been postponed in 
favor of the new western route through Chelsea.

A detailed set of drawings of the new B2B confi guration is included in 
Appendix E.

Figure 12: B2B and “The Loop” Trail System Detail

Source: Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
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Beginning in 2009, the WCPRC established the “Connecting 
Communities” initiative,  which provides funds to assist local 
communities in constructing non-motorized trails. The program made 
over $3 million available for 15 projects in 10 diff erent communities 
between 2010 and 2014. 

2006 Washtenaw County Non-motorized Transportation Plan

The Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS) developed a 
county-wide non-motorized transportation plan for Washtenaw 
County in 2006. The plan includes an inventory of existing walking 
and bicycling facilities and identifi es non-motorized transportation 
defi ciencies across the County. WATS identifi ed 53.12 miles of 
roadways that warranted and lacked bicycle or pedestrian facilities in 
Lyndon Township. The defi ciencies were identifi ed for only the major 
transportation corridors using the National Functional Classifi cation 
(NFC) System as well as a set of policy guidelines.

In response to these defi ciencies, WATS established a list of potential 
future non-motorized transportation improvements. Figure 5 depicts 
the location of the proposed improvements for Lyndon Township and 
Table 3 provides details on the proposed improvements including the 
scope of work, length, and rough cost estimate.

A revised WATS plan is under development in 2016.
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Figure 13: Detail - Washtenaw County Non-motorized Trail Facilities
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2004 Washtenaw County Comprehensive Plan

Washtenaw County identifi ed a clear and compelling vision for its 
future and developed a comprehensive set of goals and actions to 
reach that vision. One such goal is to provide adequate and accessible 
parks and recreation for all County residents and to develop a regional 
open space system and county-wide greenway and trail system that 
preserve important natural features and provide non-motorized 
transportation opportunities.

The objectives and recommendations set to achieve this goal include:

• Encourage the provision of parks and recreational opportunities in 
close proximity to County residents

• Leverage the resources of parks and recreation providers in 
developing regional open space systems and a county-wide 
greenway and trail system

• Build off  established natural resource protection programs, such 
as the County’s Natural Areas Protection Program and local open 
space initiatives to preserve important natural resources

Lyndon Township Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Lyndon Township 2010 Comprehensive Land Use Plan formulated a 
series of goals and objectives to guide the future growth in the Township. 
The Plan calls for the Township’s future to rest primarily on its public 
recreation and residential land uses. Preservation of the community’s 
rural character, open spaces, farmland, and environmentally sensitive 
areas is extremely important to residents of Lyndon and is refl ected in 
the Plan’s goals and objectives. Specifi c objectives that have relevance 
to the current Recreation Plan include:

• Encourage a system of non-motorized trails which create and 
protect greenways along signifi cant natural feature corridors

• Adopt the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study Non-motorized 
Plan for Washtenaw County and develop zoning regulations that 
compliment this plan and enhance the creation of a comprehensive 
and safe non-motorized transportation network

• Encourage the dedication of parkland or other natural resource 
lands

• Encourage local volunteer eff orts that address recycling, habitat 
improvement, recreational improvements, and environmental 
protection in the Township 

The plan is being updated in 2016 - 2017, and is expected to a retain a 
similar set of goals and objectives. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The administration of parks and recreation in Lyndon Township is the 
responsibility of the Township Board, which maintains the Township Hall 
property. 

FUNDING & BUDGET 

The 2009-2010 Township general fund budget totals over $333,000 which 
contains about $8,000 for the maintenance of the Township Hall and grounds.

VOLUNTEERS & PARTNERSHIPS

Lyndon Township maintains a relationship with Chelsea Community Schools, 
which off ers a variety of recreation facilities and programming options. For the 
most part, the recreation facilities are located on the periphery of the City of 
Chelsea, outside the Township’s limits. As the City and community continues 
to grow, additional park land and facilities will be required to accommodate 
existing and expanded recreation programs.

Other organizations run various athletic recreation programs independently 
such as the Chelsea Soccer Club and the Chelsea Hockey Association. The 
Chelsea Soccer Club works collaboratively with Chelsea Community Schools. 
However, it is a parent and volunteer-run organization.

Service clubs and community groups play an important role in providing 
volunteer labor and fi nancial support for recreation activities in Lyndon 
Township. These clubs and groups include:

Local service clubs:   Kiwanis Club
    The American Legion
    Washtenaw County 4-H
    Lions Club
    State Prison and Sheriff 

Scouting Groups:   Boy Scouts
    Girl Scouts

Recreation Use Groups:  Waterloo Horsemen’s Association
    Brighton Trail Riders
    Michigan Mountain Biking Association
    Pinckney Pedalers
    Huron River Riders
    Ann Arbor Bicycle Touring Society
    Jackalope Running club

Land Conservancies:   Legacy Land Conservancy
    Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

Other Organizations:   Chelsea Area Chamber of Commerce
    Chelsea Rod & Gun Club
    Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative
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RECREATION INVENTORY
The residents of Lyndon Township have a tremendous system of parks and 
recreational facilities available within and around the community. While the 
Township does not own or operate any park facilities, over half of the Township’s 
land area is owned by the State of Michigan and Washtenaw County. This 
section describes the recreational resources available to Township residents 
within and outside Lyndon Township.

LOCAL RECREATION FACILITIES 

Park and Recreation Facilities Within Lyndon Township

Almost half of the Township is covered by public parklands which include 
portions of Gregory State Game Area, Pinckney Recreation Area, Waterloo 
Recreation Area, as well as the 335-acre Washtenaw County Park Lyndon. In 
addition, open spaces and other private recreation facilities including private 
camps and others cover over 400 acres of land in the Township.
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Gregory State Game Area / Unadilla State Wildlife Refuge

Gregory State Game Area has over 3,400 acres of land located in the 
northwest corner of Washtenaw County. It straddles both Livingston 
and Washtenaw counties. Over 125 acres of the Game Area are located 
in Lyndon Township. It incorporates the Unadilla Wildlife Refuge in 
which seasonal hunting, fi shing, hiking, and camping are allowed. 
The Lyndon Township portion includes the following activities and 
facilities:

• Parking on Bowdish Road
• Fishing and seasonal hunting 
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Pinckney State Recreation Area

This 11,000 acre recreation area spans Washtenaw and Livingston 
counties and includes over 3,300 acres in Lyndon Township. It is 
comprised of three major use areas: Bruin Lake campground located 
in Lyndon Township, and Silver Lake and Halfmoon day use facilities 
located in adjacent Dexter Township.

Activities and facilities include:

• 186 modern campsites and one cabin
• 26 miles of trails for hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding 

(overall area)
• Boat launches
• Cross-country skiing on trails, and ice fi shing
• Fishing and seasonal hunting
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Waterloo Recreation Area

The Waterloo Recreation Area contains over 20,000 acres of land, 6,009 of which are located in Washtenaw 
County and 3,758 in Lyndon Township. Green and Sugarloaf lakes campgrounds are located in Lyndon, while 
Portage Lake campground is located in adjacent Waterloo Township, Jackson County.

A recent addition to the recreation area is the DTE Energy Foundation Trail, a fi ve loop, 20 mile mountain bike 
system located west of M-52 between Roe and McClure Roads. The trail was a joint project between the MDNR 
and the Potawatomi Mountain Biking Association. The long term goal is to provide a connector bicycle trail to 
the Potawatomi Trail in the nearby Pinckney Recreation Area.  

Waterloo Recreation Area also features:

• 3 rustic cabins and 25 rustic campsites at Green Lake, 164 modern campsites at Sugarloaf, and
• 30 campsites for equestrians or groups
• Picnic areas, shelters, and playgrounds
• Swimming at Sugarloaf Campground
• A variety of trails for hiking, skiing, mountain biking, horseback riding, and nature study
• The Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center, a year-round nature center located immediately south of Lyndon 

Township on Bush Road
• Numerous boat launches on the area lakes
• Fishing and seasonal hunting



Lyndon Township 2017 Recreation Master Plan - Recreation Inventory Page 27



Lyndon Township 2017 Recreation Master Plan - Recreation InventoryPage 28 

Waterloo-Pinckney Trail

The Waterloo-Pinckney Trail is an extensive trail system which links 
the Waterloo and Pinckney recreation areas and exhibits unique 
upland, lowland, and water habitats. It traverses Lyndon Township and 
off ers great hiking opportunities with a number of access points and 
campgrounds that allow hikers to plan long excursions.
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Park Lyndon County Park

Park Lyndon is a Washtenaw County Park located on North Territorial Road, 
contiguous to Pinckney Recreation Area. It is a 335-acre park which includes 
a natural area with a boardwalk and observation areas through wetlands, a 
picnic shelter, grills, restrooms, and connections to the recreation area’s trail 

system. 
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Other Open Space and Recreation Facilities

A number of other recreation facilities and open spaces can also be found in 
the community. They include:

• 116 acres of private land on Cassidy Road composed of wetlands, 
streams, and open fi elds with a conservation easement held by the 
Legacy Land Conservancy

• 20 acres of private land on Boyce Road with a conservation easement 
held by the Legacy Land Conservancy

• Camp Burt Shirley, a Detroit Board of Education’s camp including 137 
acres

• Camp Munhackee, a 98-acre property owned by the Boy Scouts on 
Bruin Lake in the north part of the Township

• A State of Michigan Department of Corrections property including 97 
acres of land on Cassidy Road

• Western Washtenaw Recycling Center, a 78-acre piece of land on 
Werkner Road

• Chelsea Rod and Gun Club is a not-for-profi t organization located on 
Lingane Road. The Club’s property is comprised of two parcels, with 
60-acres in Lyndon Township and roughly 13 acres in Sylvan Township 
to the south. In addition to hunter safety and fi rearm instruction, 
the Club holds a number of events throughout the year and actively 
supports the Michigan United Conservation Club’s Cedar Lake Camp. 

Regional Recreation Facilities Outside Lyndon Township

In addition to recreation facilities within the Township, there are over 
43,500 acres of parkland owned by Washtenaw County, the Huron-Clinton 
Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), and the State of Michigan in adjoining 
townships. These regional recreation facilities are large facilities that provide 
opportunities such as camping, swimming, boating, hiking, and golfi ng which 
are typically beyond the ability of a local municipality to provide. Figure 12 
depicts the location of the regional parks within and outside Lyndon Township 
and Table 4 lists the recreational activities they off er. A brief description also 
follows.
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Figure 15: Regional Recreation Facility Amenities
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State Parks, Game, and Recreation Areas 

The State of Michigan owns and operates over 20,000 acres of parkland around 
Lyndon Township. These recreational facilities include Pinckney and Waterloo 
recreational areas, as well as the Gregory State Game Area described previously. 
They also include Chelsea, Dansville, and Sharonville state game areas, Brighton 
Recreation Area, and the Lakelands Trail. These state-owned facilities provide 
opportunities for hunting, fi shing, camping, swimming, boating, bicycling, 
hiking, and nature and wildlife observation. The state parkland located in the 
vicinity of Lyndon Township includes:

• Brighton Recreation Area, a 5,000-acre property located northeast of 
Lyndon Township off ering a wide array of recreational opportunities

• Chelsea State Game Area, a 650-acre property for fi shing and hunting 
located on Dexter-Chelsea Road, between Dexter and Chelsea

• Dansville State Game Area, a 5,000-acre area for hiking, hunting, and 
fi shing located in Ingham County, to the northwest of Lyndon Township

• Sharonville State Game Area, a 3,015-acre property which straddles 
both Washtenaw and Jackson counties to the southwest of Lyndon 
Township and off ering seasonal hunting, fi shing, trails, and a shooting 
range

• Lakelands Trail State Park, a rail-to-trail non-motorized pathway 
including over 19 miles from Hamburg Township to Stockbridge, 
located north of Lyndon Township

Huron-Clinton Metroparks 

The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) owns and operates over 
8,900 acres of parkland in and around Washtenaw County, along the Huron 
River. The recreational facilities located closest to Lyndon Township include:

• Delhi Metropark, a 53-acre park on the Huron River located in Scio 
Township with picnic areas, playground, play fi elds, fi shing, and 
canoeing

• Dexter-Huron Metropark, a 122-acre site located on Huron River Drive 
in Scio Township featuring picnic areas, play equipment, fi shing, canoe 
launch, and a softball diamond

• Hudson Mills Metropark, a 1,549-acre park located on North Territorial 
Road at the crossing of the Huron River, east of Lyndon Township with 
an 18-hole golf course, disc golf course, picnic areas, play equipment, 
sports fi elds, hike-bike trail, nature trails, fi shing, a canoe camp, and a 
group camp

• Huron Meadows Metropark, a 1,500-acre park also located on the 
Huron River south of Brighton with an 18-hole golf course, picnic areas, 
play equipment, sports fi elds, trails, fi shing, boating, and canoe launch
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Washtenaw County Parks

Washtenaw County includes over 1,100 acres of parkland within a few miles 
of Lyndon Township. These parks off er historic or nature interpretation 
opportunities as well as swimming, boating, picnicking, hiking, and other 
activities. In addition to Lyndon Park described previously, the county parks 
located close to Lyndon Township include:

• Cavanaugh Lake Park, a 3-acre roadside park just west of Chelsea with 
picnic area, playground, and restroom facilities

• Independence Lake County Park, a 312-acre park located on Jennings 
Road east of Lyndon Township with a spray park, play areas, beaches 
and swimming areas, nature trails, paved multiuse trails, volleyball, 
horseshoe courts, wildlife observation towers, picnic shelters, rowboat 
rentals, and a boat launch

• Osborne Mill Preserve, a 39-acre property located on East Delhi Road 
in Scio Township, which was deeded by the Nature Conservancy to 
the County Parks system to remain a natural area with a nature trail 
providing access to the Huron River

• Pierce Lake Golf Course and Park, a 230-acre park located between the 
City of Chelsea and I-94 including an 18-hole par 72 championship golf 
course and a natural area with boardwalk, observation areas, picnic 
shelter, restrooms, boat launch, and connections to Chelsea’s trail 
system.

• Sharon Mills County Park, a 26-acre park located on the banks of the 
River Raisin in southwest of Lyndon, including a historic mill with 
extensive interpretive signage, fi shing, picnicking, and canoeing 
opportunities

Ingham County Parks

While no County Parks exist in the Township of Stockbridge, the community is 
an important focal point for the County’s growing trail system. The Lakelands 
Trail, with its trailhead located in downtown Stockbridge, is a key piece of the 
both the Iron Belle Trail and the Great Lake-to-Lake Trail, which will connect 
from South Haven to Port Huron. The MDOT University Region Trail Plan shows 
additional linkages between Stockbridge, Chelsea, and the City of Jackson.

Jackson County Parks

Waterloo and Grass Lake Townships, located immediately west of Lyndon 
Township, off er access to over 500 acres of water related activities. Visitors can 
water ski, fi sh, swim, or simply enjoy a day on the lake in a boat. The three parks 
open to visitors include: 

• Portage Lake County Park: This 5 acre park in Waterloo Township off ers 
beach access, picnic facilities, play structures, and a boat launch. The land 
was donated to the county in 1934.

• Grass Lake County Park: Covering 9 acres, this park off ers tennis courts, 
beach access, picnic facilities, bathrooms, a boat launch, and play structures. 

• Clear Lake County Park: Purchased in 1925, Clear Lake County Park is a fi ve-
acre facility with picnic shelter, playground, swimming area, historic pump 
house and portable toilets with 200 feet of shoreline on the beach.
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COMPARISON TO RECREATION STANDARDS 

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has classifi ed parks 
and recommended a minimum amount of desired parkland for a given 
population size. Although these guidelines are useful in pointing out minimum 
requirements, a community’s recreation system should be tailored to meet the 
needs of the community and not based on national guidelines. 

According to the NRPA, parks and open spaces are categorized as mini-
parks, neighborhood parks, community parks, and regional parks. The mini, 
neighborhood, and community parks are the close-to-home parks, designed to 
satisfy the recreational needs of local communities within a service radius of up 
to two miles. There are no close-to-home parks in Lyndon Township. According 
to NRPA standards, the amount of close-to-home parkland recommended is 
6.25 to 10.5 acres for every 1,000 residents.

Regional parks and preserves are parks that serve a broader area (a service 
radius of about 40 miles) than community parks and focus on meeting the 
recreation needs of the region as well as preserving unique landscapes and 
open spaces. This would include the state-owned, HCMA, and County parks 
and recreation areas described in the preceding pages. The NRPA suggested 
standard for regional parks is 15 to 20 acres of parkland per 1,000 people. 
Other types of parks including school sites, greenways, and private recreation 
facilities, which can also contribute to the local park and recreation system.

Type of Park

NRPA Standard per 

1000 population

Required Area based 

on 2016 population - 

2,862 residents

Required Area based 

on 2040 population - 

3,120 residents Existing Area

Close-to-Home 
Parkland 6.25 - 10.5 acres 17.9 acres minimum 19.5 acres 0 acres

Regional Parks 
within Lyndon 15 - 20 acres 42.9 acres minimum 46.8 acres minimum 7,518 acres

Private Recreation 
Facilities no set standards no set standards no set standards 400+ acres

According to these suggested parkland acreage standards, Lyndon Township 
does not meet the required minimum acreage for total close-to-home parkland. 
Township residents are, however, exceptionally well-served by the regional 
park facilities provided by the state, HCMA, and Washtenaw County. Adjacent 
township parks, private, and school recreational facilities are also available.

Table 6: Suggested Parkland & Acreage
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ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

& GRANT-ASSISTED PROJECTS 

A critical component in planning for recreation facilities is providing barrier-
free access in order to accommodate the needs of all people, including those 
with disabilities. Typically, a ranking system suggested by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Guidelines (2006) is used 
to evaluate the parks. As Lyndon Township does not operate any park facilities, 
no accessibility assessment was conducted.

MDNR GRANT FUND STATUS 

Lyndon Township has not received any MDNR grand funds for the acquisition 
or development of parks.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION & NEEDS ASSESSMENT
An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the 
needs of the community as a basis for an action plan to improve the parks 
and recreation system. The needs provide the rationale for the goals and 
objectives and identify areas for future improvement. To assess needs, 
consideration was given to current recreation trends, park talks, a public 
meeting with public offi  cials, staff , and residents, and other identifi ed needs. 

NATIONAL RECREATION TRENDS 

Recreation trends on a national level provide insight into activities that show 
the greatest growth in popularity and may aff ect the future direction of parks 
and recreation. According to the Physical Activity Council’s 2016 Participation 
Report, there has been a slight increase in overall activity; inactivity levels 
dropped from 28.3% in 2014 to 27.7% in 2016. “Gen Z” (those born in this 
millennium) have the highest team sport participation rate, while Millennials 
and “Gen X”ers have high participation in fi tness sports. 

The 2013 Sports, Fitness and Leisure Activities Topline Participation Report 
shows a steady increase in outdoor sports and fi tness sports since 2008. 
Walking for fi tness is by far the most popular activity, with more than double 
the total participants for its closest competitor.

Michigan is comparatively active with 33.4 - 35.4 percent of its population 
individuals shown to be active to a healthy level. According to the National 
Sporting Goods Association, Michigan residents are more than twice as likely 
as the average American to participate in water skiing, in-line roller skating, 
snowboarding, play softball, or hunt with a bow and arrow.

Activity Participation          
(in thousands)

5 year 
growth rate 

Walking for fi tness 114,029 1.0%

Running/jogging 51,450 4.7%

Treadmill 50,839 0.3%

Bowling 48,614 -4.1%

Free weights (hand weights) 46,564 1.2%

Bicycling (road) 39,790 0.1%

Fishing (freshwater) 39,002 -2.3%

Weight/resistance machines 38,999 -0.1%

Free weights (dumbbells) 36,604 2.5%

Stretching 35,873 -0.1%

Table 7:  National Sports Participation, 2013

Source: 2013 Sports, Fitness and Leisure Activities Topline Participation Report
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Swimming for fi tness was the most commonly listed  “aspirational” sports, 
or sport which most interest non-participants. Camping and bicycling were 
highly rated across all age groups.

Outdoor, individually oriented sports tended to be among the fastest 
growing activities. Telemarking, a form of skiing which mixes Nordic and 
Alpine methods was the fastest growing sport over the past fi ve years. 
Adventure racing and triathlons rounded out the top three. One of the 
common themes of these activities is the relative lack of equipment and 
facilities required. Traditional outdoor team sports, such as baseball, football, 
and soccer, conversely demonstrated negative growth. It should be noted, 
however, that total participation in the fastest growing sport groups is 
still comparatively low, and the combined number of participants in these 
activities do not begin to approach the total participants in the traditional 
team sports.

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) and the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation Administration have published a list of 
future trends compiled from diff erent sources that will infl uence the direction 
of recreation planning and programming. These trends include an increase in:

• Environmentally sensitive lifestyles, natural areas management and water 
quality protection,

• Concerns for personal and family security, in the importance for wellness 
activities and a desire to preserve and maintain cultural heritage,

• Public costs, in the provision of leisure services through the public and 
private sectors and partnerships, a greater recognition of the economic 
value of parks, open space, and green infrastructure, and

• Senior citizens, fewer traditional family households, greater number of 
smaller households and an increase in cultural diversity of residents.

Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important in determining how 
parks and recreation services should evolve. Conclusions regarding the 
implication of the trends noted combined with the demographic and physical 
characteristics of Lyndon Township are summarized below:

• As population increases, demand for recreation will likely increase;
• Recreation facilities and programs should respond to the expected 

increase of seniors;
• There is and will continue to be a need for more linear parks along 

corridors to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian pathways for recreation 
and non-motorized transportation;

• With the increased popularity of exercise walking and fi tness related 
activities, there will continue to be an increased importance on recreation 
contributing to walkable, livable, and sustainable communities; and

• The continued collaboration and partnerships between public, private, 
and non-profi t agencies as well as with adjacent local municipalities for 
the provision of parks and recreation programs and facilities will continue 
to be critical to the future success of Lyndon Parks and Recreation. 
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PUBLIC INPUT MEETING & RESIDENT SURVEY

The public was invited to attend an open house held at the Lyndon Township 
Hall on October 11, 2016. The fair was an opportunity for the community 
to discuss topics related to the Township’s Recreation Plan. A notice was 
published in the Chelsea Sun Times newspaper, and on the Township’s 
website, and fl yers were posted at several locations in the Township.

The meeting was designed to allow community members to talk directly 
with Township offi  cials. Representatives from the Huron Waterloo Pathways 
Initiative were on hand to discuss the B2B confi guration. 

The main topics of discussion included:

• The B2B trail reconfi guration through Chelsea and the proposed 
“Loop” trail.

• A handicapped hunting area was proposed near Township Hall
• The general consensus was that proposed pathways or bike lanes 

along M-36 were not feasible due to the narrow shoulders and steep 
drop-off s from the road edge.

A survey completed as part of the Lyndon Township Comprehensive 
Master Plan update early in 2016 included a number of questions regarding 
recreation opportunities in the Township. Based on responses to specifi c 
recreation-related questions and on respondent answers to open-ended 
questions, a general trend was identifi ed:

• Township residents appreciate the natural features in the region and 
want to preserve them

• There is interest in trail connections to Chelsea, the state parks and 
facilities, and surrounding communities

• There is little interest in acquiring land for recreation purposes as 
most residents feel their recreation needs are met by state facilities

• There is no interest in exploring a millage to provide recreation 
services

A complete set responses is included in Appendix F.
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PUBLIC REVIEW & PUBLIC HEARING

After the Steering Committee considered the input received through the 
survey and the public session, and reviewed recreation trends, defi ciencies, 
and other background information, they established the Recreation Plan’s 
goals, objectives, and an action program for implementation. A draft Plan was 
then prepared and made available for public review beginning on October 
28, 2010. Copies were made available at the Township Hall and the Chelsea 
Public Library. The Plan’s availability for public review was posted in the 
Chelsea Standard and The Sun Times newspapers (Appendix A).

Following public review, the Steering Committee approved the draft Plan 
and recommended its adoption by Township Board at the meeting held on 
February 15, 2017 (Appendix B).

The public input on the Recreation Plan culminated in an advertised public 
hearing held on February 15, 2017 (Appendix C). Following the hearing, the 
Plan was adopted by the Township Board (Appendix D).

The central recreation issues considered by the Steering Committee 
were non-motorized trail system development and connectivity to other 
communities. These topics helped to formulate the goals and objectives of 
the Lyndon Township Recreation Master Plan.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES
The Lyndon Township Recreation Plan Steering Committee has formulated 
goals and objectives for the next fi ve years. They encompass the needs 
expressed from the public, from Township offi  cials, staff , and also consider 
demographic changes, current and anticipated growth and development, the 
area’s physical resources, and recreation trends.

I. NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION NETWORK DEVELOPMENT

Develop an interconnected network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities to 
make it safer and easier for more people to bicycle and walk through Lyndon 
Township:

• Provide safe travel to key destinations including residential areas, 
recreation areas and parks, and other Township destinations

• Select road corridors that would be feasible for the development of 
non-motorized pathways

• Provide a well-defi ned separation of pedestrians, bicycles, and 
cars on arterial roads with the use of designated non-motorized 
transportation facilities including off -the-road shared use pathways, 
on-the-road bike lanes, or other types of pedestrian or bicycle 
facilities

• Ensure a balance of facilities to accommodate all users
• Coordinate the provision of non-motorized transportation facilities 

with the WATS and the Washtenaw County Road Commission during 
road improvement work

• Work with County agencies, utility companies, and neighboring 
communities on joint funding opportunities for non-motorized 
pathway development

• Incorporate the Recreation Plan recommendations into the Lyndon 
Township Comprehensive Land Use Plan

• Promote the installation of bicycle racks at community facilities and 
other destinations

• Develop a uniform signage and way fi nding system for the non-
motorized transportation network to identify the Township’s 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities as well as destinations

• Identify and designate pedestrian and bicycle routes or loops with 
letters or names and create a map for distribution
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II. RECREATION SERVICES COORDINATION

Work to coordinate recreation programming with adjacent communities and 
other agencies:

• Work with state and county agencies and coordinate with Chelsea 
Community Education, private recreation providers, and other 
community organizations to develop recreation programs that 
respond to Lyndon Township residents needs such as biking, hiking, 
fi shing, hunting, archery, photography, sledding, and more

• Work with the local police Department to encourage education and 
enforcement of pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular laws

III. LAND PRESERVATION

While parkland acquisition is not an immediate consideration at this time, 
potential land acquisition and parkland dedication may be desired in the 
future. Potential land acquisition should focus on preserving and protecting 
high quality natural areas, local rural and scenic open spaces, and land 
that may provide linkages and opportunities for non-motorized pathway 
development.

IV. ADMINISTRATION, FUNDING, AND IMPLEMENTATION

Ensure implementation of this Recreation Plan by formalizing a Lyndon 
Township Recreation Committee to oversee the implementation of this 
Recreation Plan, to coordinate eff orts with adjacent communities, county 
agencies, and others, and to build community support for non-motorized 
pathway development.
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ACTION PROGRAM
The action program details the manner in which the goals and objectives 
will be met. It includes a list of specifi c projects as well as a schedule with 
suggested capital improvement projects, timeframe and strategies for 
implementation.

ACTION PLAN

The following outlines the list of specifi c projects and actions which are 
recommended for the next fi ve years. A preliminary non-motorized pathway 
plan showing the proposed improvements is also included on Figure 13.

I. Ensure implementation of this plan

• Formalize a Township Recreation Committee to guide the 
implementation of the current Five-Year Recreation Plan

• Meet with area recreation providers to consider opportunities for 
shared services and resources such as biking, hiking, fi shing, hunting, 
archery, photography, sledding, and more

• Complete the “Promoting Active Communities” assessment to gain a 
greater understanding of the recreation issues and to generate ideas, 
interest, and support for Lyndon Township non-motorized pathway 
development

• Seek sources of funding for land and pathway acquisition and 
development through public and private grants, donations, and other 
fundraising activities

Justifi cation: These items respond to the recreation trends as well as to the 
environmental and social trends identifi ed in the previous section.

II. Develop land for future non-motorized pathways and open spaces

Open space preservation and development of property for non-motorized 
uses is an action the Township should consider as opportunities arise in 
the future. Desired land should focus on preserving natural resources and 
providing connections to a Township-wide non-motorized pathway network. 

It will be important to work with the Township Board and the Planning 
Commission to ensure these needs are considered in the review of new 
developments and to encourage or develop regulations for developers to 
set aside land for open space preservation, parkland, and non-motorized 
pathways. It will also be important to work with Washtenaw County, area land 
conservancies, and other organizations.

Justifi cation: This action responds to residents’ desires and to trends related to 
the demographic and physical characteristics of the area.
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III. Implement a Township-wide non-motorized transportation plan

There is a strong need for establishing walking and bicycle pathways in 
Lyndon Township which could be used for non-motorized transportation. A 
Township-wide network would connect the state parks, community facilities, 
and other important community destinations. Actions to establish this 
network include:

• Continue to work with the Township Board and Planning Commission 
to refi ne a Township-wide plan in cooperation with the Washtenaw 
County Road Commission, Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Huron Waterloo Trail Initiative, and the State of Michigan 
(MDNR) with the goal of establishing complete pathway loops. Some 
of the proposed corridors would require vacating current roadways 
and coordination with the Washtenaw County Road Commission. 
Suggested corridor priorities are as follows:

1. M-52, from southern Township limits to North Territorial road
2. M-52, from North Territorial Road to north Township limits
3. Waterloo Road, from M-52 to western Township limits
4. Cassidy Road, from Waterloo to Roe roads, with most of the road 

right-of-way vacated
5. Roe Road, from Cassidy Road to M-52
6. Township Hall Road (vacated right-of-way)
7. Stofer Road
8. Island Lake Road
9. Werkner Road
10. Lindley Road
11. Bush Road
12. Hadley Road
13. Pedestrian pathways in Waterloo Recreation Area with 

connections to Waterloo Road, M-52, and the existing Waterloo-
Pinckney Trail, as well as connecting Island Lake Road and 
pedestrian trails around Gorman and Island lakes

• Provide access points along the non-motorized transportation 
network

• Install site amenities at non-motorized pathway access points to 
include maps, benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, miles markers, 
interpretive and directional signs

• Develop a marketing strategy for the non-motorized pathway 
network to attract support and sponsors including the development 
of a brochure and a walking club

Justifi cation: These actions respond to the national, state, and regional parks 
and recreation trends. 
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

Table 8 outlines a list of specifi c projects and actions which are recommended 
to be accomplished during the planning period. The project goal and 
objective reference, preliminary cost estimate, potential funding sources, and 
priority are also identifi ed. High priority projects (H) are recommended for 
completion within one to two years while low priority projects (L) may take 
longer to be completed, within fi ve to six years. Medium priority projects (M) 
are recommended for completion from 2 to 5 years, while on-going projects 
(OG) include activities which should occur on a regular basis.

Project Cost Estimate* Funding Source Priority

Administration, 
Funding & 
Implementation

Formalize a Parks and Recreation Committee 
to oversee the implementation of this plan and 
advocate/promote parks, recreation, and non-
motorized pathways in the community

- - H

Meet with MDNR, Washtenaw County Parks 
and Recreation Commission, Washtenaw 
County Walking and Biking Coalition, Chelsea 
Community Schools, land conservancies, private 
recreation providers, and other groups to consider 
opportunities for shared services and resources 
such as biking, hiking, fi shing, hunting, archery, 
photography, sledding, and more

- - H

Complete the “Promoting Active Communities” 
assessment (www.mihealthtools.org/communities) 
to build support for a non-motorized network 
development

- - H

Develop a map and brochure of the Township 
highlighting existing and potential non-motorized 
pathways

$3,000 Township Fund & 
Donations H

Build a volunteer base by creating opportunities 
such as clean-up eff orts, invasive species removal, 
and other tasks

- - OG

Identify fund raising opportunities - - OG

Land Preservation Work with the Township Board and Planning 
Commission to review development proposals and 
encourage developers to set aside land for open 
space preservation, parkland, and non-motorized 
pathways

- - OG

Seek partnerships with the State of Michigan, 
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Washtenaw County Road Commission, 
and other agencies for open space, parkland, 
or non-motorized pathway acquisition and 
management

- - OG

Seek and submit federal, state, county, and private 
foundation grant applications for open space, 
parkland, and non-motorized pathway acquisition 
and development

- - OG

Table 8: Project Schedule
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Project Cost Estimate* Funding Source Priority

Non-motorized 
Pathways

Work with the Township Board and Planning 
Commission to refi ne the Township-wide non-
motorized pathway network (see Figure 13)

- - OG

Formulate an action plan for implementation of the 
following priority pathway segments: - - H

1. A shared-use pathway along M-52 from 
North Territorial Road to north Township 
limits

$1,600,000
Length: 3.2 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations H

2. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Waterloo Road from Cassidy 
Road to western Township limits

$2,450,000
Length: 4.9 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations H

3. A shared-use path along Cassidy Road which 
would be vacated from the State Correctional 
Facility north to Roe Road

$1,600,000
Length: 3.2 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations H

4. A shared-use pathway along Roe Road, 
from Cassidy Road to M-52 and along 
North Territorial, from M-52 to the 
Township Hall

$950,000
Length: 1.9 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations H

5. A separate shared-use path along the 
vacated Township Hall Road

$75,000
Length: 0.3 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations H

6. Coordinate with Waterloo State Recreation 
Area to formalize a pedestrian nature 
trail in the northeast part of the park with 
connections to Waterloo, M-52, and the 
existing Waterloo-Pinckney Trail

To be 
determined - H

7. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Stofer Road

$550,000
Length: 1.1 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L

8. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Island Lake Road

$850,000
Length: 1.7 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

9. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Werkner Road

$1,000,000
Length: 2 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

10. A shared-use pathway along Lindley Road $400,000
Length: 0.8 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

11. A pedestrian pathway connecting Island 
Lake Road and pedestrian trails around 
Gorman and Island lakes

To be 
determined

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

12. A shared-use pathway along Bush Road $250,000
Length: 0.5 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

13. A combination shared-use pathway/paved 
shoulder along Hadley Road

$1,800,000
Length: 3.6 mi

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations M & L 

Provide access points at appropriate locations 
along pathways

To be 
determined

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations L 

Install site amenities along pathways such as 
benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, mile 
markers, and interpretive and directional signs

To be 
determined

Township Funds, 
Grants, & Donations L 

* Cost for pathways based on Stantec unit cost for a 10-foot wide pathway at $500,000 per mile
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

In order to accomplish the recommended actions during the next fi ve years, 
it will be necessary to secure adequate funding. The current budget provides 
only a limited amount of funds for park development and improvements. 
The amount is well short of the projected expenses involved in the project 
schedule. Therefore, the following strategies are recommended to proceed as 
planned.

Apply for Federal Funding

At the federal level, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
funds Transportation Enhancements (TE) activities for community-based 
projects that expand travel choices and enhance the transportation 
experience by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic, and environmental 
aspects of the transportation infrastructure. To be eligible, a project must fall 
into one of the TE activities. Activities which may apply to Lyndon Township 
include:

• Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles such as walkways, 
curb ramps, bike parking, off -road trails, bike and pedestrian bridges 
and underpasses; 

• Educational programs for pedestrians and bicyclists designed to 
encourage walking and bicycling by providing potential users with 
education and safety instruction through classes, pamphlets, and 
signage; and

• Preservation, conversion, and use of abandoned railway corridors 
for acquisition, development, planning, design, and construction of 
multi-use trails, as well as purchasing unused railroad property for 
reuse. 

A minimum 20 percent local match is required for proposed projects and 
applications are accepted online on an on-going basis.

The Safe Routes to School program is a national movement to make it safe, 
convenient, and fun for children to bicycle and walk to school. When routes 
are safe, walking or biking to and from school is an easy way to get the 
regular physical activity children need for a healthy lifestyle. In Michigan, the 
program is sponsored by the Michigan Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and has gained momentum over the past few years. Michigan’s Safe Routes 
to School program makes schools eligible for transportation enhancement 
funds, providing for infrastructure improvements and education campaigns. 
The purpose of the program, as defi ned in the federal legislation, is to: 

• Enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to 
walk and bicycle to school; 

• Make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing 
transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active 
lifestyle from an early age; and 

• Facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of 
projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce traffi  c, fuel 
consumption, and air pollution in schools’ areas.
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In July 2012, Congress passed a new transportation bill titled Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). Safe Routes to School was 
combined with the Transportation Enhancements and Recreational Trails 
programs to form a new program called Transportation Alternatives. Safe 
Routes to School activities are eligible for funding under Transportation 
Alternatives. 

Apply for State Funding

At the state level, the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) continue to be the primary 
funding sources for parkland acquisition and development.

The MNRTF provides funding for the purchase and development of parkland 
for natural resource based preservation and recreation. Goals of the program 
are to: 

• Protect natural resources and provide for their access, public use and 
enjoyment;

• Provide public access to Michigan’s water bodies, particularly the 
Great Lakes and facilitate their recreation use;  

• Meet regional, county and community needs for outdoor recreation 
opportunities;  

• Improve the opportunities for outdoor recreation in urban areas; and 
• Stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation related tourism 

and community revitalization. 

Grant proposals must include a local match of at least 25 percent of the total 
project cost. There is no minimum or maximum for acquisition projects. 
For development projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000 and 
the maximum is $500,000. Applications are due in April and August for 
acquisition projects and April (only) for development projects. 

The LWCF is a federal appropriation to the National Park Service, who 
distributes funds to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment for development of outdoor recreation facilities. The focus of 
the program has been on trailway systems and other community recreation 
needs such as playgrounds, picnic areas, skate parks, ball fi elds, soccer fi elds 
and walking paths. Minimum grant requests are $30,000 and maximum grant 
requests are $75,000. The match percentage must be 50 percent of the total 
project cost. Applications are  accepted throughout the year, but must be in 
by April 1 to be considered for the following years grant funds.

Other funding conducted in partnership with the MDNR is available through 
other state government divisions, such as the Fisheries Division (Inland 
Fisheries Grant Program) or the Forestry Division (Detroit Edison Tree Planting, 
Forest Stewardship Program).
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Apply for Other Grant Funding

There are also a variety of smaller grant programs available for the 
establishment of greenways/pathways or greenway-related facilities such as 
Bikes Belong Coalition. The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by members 
of the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to put more people on 
bikes more often. The program funds projects in three categories: Facility, 
Education and Capacity Building. Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 
for projects such as bike paths, trails, lanes, parking, and safe routes to school. 
Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis. 

• Access to Recreation is a grant program available for universal access 
of people of all abilities to a wide variety of recreation opportunities, 
such as nature viewing and photography areas, hiking trails, scenic 
outlooks, waterfalls and water activities of all kinds, beaches, fi shing 
and boating, playgrounds, picnic areas, campgrounds, and much 
more. There are two primary grant programs under this source of 
funding:

• Recreation Access Matching Grant provides up to 50 percent 
matching funds (up to $10,000) for the purchase of universally 
accessible recreation equipment and materials such as all 
terrain hiking wheelchairs, pool lifts, accessible playground 
surface, transfer systems, beach access mats, trail surface 
enhancements, and accessible picnic tables that enhance 
recreation participation by people with disabilities; and 

• Accessible by Design Awards is designed to stimulate the 
development of creative universally designed recreation 
experiences that invite, welcome, and support the inclusion 
of people of all abilities. Winning designs demonstrate how 
going above and beyond the minimum requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act can create greater access and 
usability for people of all abilities in the community. Winning 
designs are awarded cash prizes to build the projects up to 
$250,000 with 25 percent minimum match. 

• The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission does not 
have a formal dedicated fund to allow distribution of grants, but it 
does partner with communities on a case-by-case basis to assist with 
development of parks and/or non-motorized trail facilities. Their 
Connecting Communities Program, dedicated to the development 
of regional non-motorized trail facilities, was suspended in 2014, but 
may be re-instituted in the future. 

Seek Other Sources of Funding

The Township should investigate additional sources of funding. Seeking 
donations, attracting sponsors, holding fund-raising events and seeking out 
other revenue sources are methods that should be pursued aggressively to 
raise funding for recreation facility development. 
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Please join us to discuss parks, trails, and other 
recreation opportunities and lend your input on 
Lyndon Township’s future. 

Tell us your ideas on and learn about...                           
• Non-motorized Pathway Development / 

the Huron-Waterloo Pathway Initiative
• Possible new parks, preserves, and other facilities
• Programs and services

Your comments will directly impact the outcome of 
the Recreation Master Plan update!

Lyndon Township

RECREATION
OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, October 11
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Lyndon Town Hall
17751 N Territorial Rd, Chelsea, MI 

Image source: Corey Seeman, Flickr

tratraatrarratrailsilsssilslssilsill ,,, aa, a, a, a, aaa,, nnnnd nd ddnndnnnnn oothothothothotho reererererrreere
ndndndndndndnddndd yoyoyoyoyoyoyooyoooooyoyoyooyoyoyooouur urur rrur ruuururuurr iininininpinpnpnpnpnpnpinppinppuututuuttuttttttttt ononoonooonnonoooooooo

aaaaaaaabouuubouboubououuuuubbobouubouo t..tt..t..t..t..t..tt .. .            
vvvvvveloeloeloelooelooeloelooeloolololooelopmepmepmepmpmepmpmemepmepmepp nt nt nt nt ntntntntn / / /// /// /////
y yyyy yy yy y IniIniIniIniiniIniiIninIn tiatiatiatiatiatiattiatitiaiativtivtivtivtivtivivtivttivviivt eeeeeeeee

eeeeeeees, s, s, ss, s, ss, ,, ,s,, andandandandandandandaandandndannn totototototototottottherherherherherherherherhherhh fafafafaffafafaffafaffaaaccciciciciilllc lccc lccc lllllc ititiititititiiiiitiittitiitttittitititiiit eeseseseseeessss

pacpacpacpacpacpacpacpacpacpacpapapacppa t tt tt tt tt tt tttt tttt tt tt tt the he he hehehehe hhehhe hehe he hhe he he outoutoutoutoutoutoututoutoutoutoutouto tcomcomcomcomcomcommmcomc mcommmcomcomcommmmcommmee oe oe oe oe ooooe ooe oooof f fffff fffff f ff
ddddddddateateateateateateateateatateateateteatatta !!!!!!!!

ageage sour source: Cce: Corey orey SeemaSeeman, Fln, Flickrickr



Lyndon Township 2017 Recreation Master Plan Page 57

APPENDIX A
Notice of Draft Plan Availability & Public Hearing

Lyndon Township  utilized multiple platforms to 
connect with residents during the planning process. 
The township published notices for each step of 
the planning process in the Chelsea Update and the 
Chelsea Sun Times, as well as the Township’s website. 
Additionally, fl yers were posted throughout the 
community. Copies of the plan were available on the 
Township website for download; hard copies were 
made available at the Township Hall and the Chelsea 
District Library. 

KEY DATES:

• Open House:  10/11/2016
• Advertised:  9/27/2016

• Plan Availability:  12/14/2016
• Available through:  1/14/2017

• Advertised:  12/14/2016

• Public Hearing:  2/15/2017
• Advertised:  12/14/201 & 1/25/2017
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APPENDIX B
Recreation Plan Steering Committee Resolution
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APPENDIX C
Minutes of Public Hearing
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APPENDIX D
Township Board Resolution
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Richard K. Carlisle, President    Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President    John L. Enos, Principal 
   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal    Craig Strong, Principal    R. Donald Wortman, Principal   

Laura K. Kreps, Associate     Paul Montagno, Associate 

March 1, 2017

Erin Campbell
Grants Coordinator
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment
PO Box 30425
Lansing, MI 48909 7925

Dear Ms. Campbell:

The attached Lyndon Township Recreation Master Plan was adopted by the Board of Trustees
at a meeting held on February 15, 2017. The plan and Certification Checklist have been
uploaded to the MDNR website.

Please feel free to contact Lyndon Township or myself if you have any comments regarding this
plan.

Thank you for your consideration,

cc. Marc Keezer, Township Supervisor

APPENDIX E
Letters of Transmittal
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Richard K. Carlisle, President    Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President    John L. Enos, Principal 
   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal    Craig Strong, Principal    R. Donald Wortman, Principal   

Laura K. Kreps, Associate     Paul Montagno, Associate 

March 1, 2017

Tyler Klifman
Regional Review Office
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
1001 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1400
Detroit, Michigan 48226

Dear Mr. Klifman:

The attached Lyndon Township Recreation Master Plan was adopted by the Board of Trustees
at a meeting held on February 15, 2017. The plan will be sent to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and Environment for their review and approval. The plan will be subject to
future review and updates as deemed necessary by the Lyndon Township Board of Trustees.

Please feel free to contact Lyndon Township or myself if you have any comments regarding this
plan.

Thank you for your consideration,

cc. Marc Keezer, Township Supervisor



Lyndon Township 2017 Recreation Master Plan Page 73

Richard K. Carlisle, President    Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President    John L. Enos, Principal 
   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal    Craig Strong, Principal    R. Donald Wortman, Principal   

Laura K. Kreps, Associate     Paul Montagno, Associate 

March 1, 2017

Coy Vaughn
Supervisor of Parks Planning
Washtenaw County Parks Department
Parks Administrative Offices
PO Box 8645
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107

Dear Mr. Vaughn:

The attached Lyndon Township Recreation Master Plan was adopted by the Board of Trustees
at a meeting held on February 15, 2017. The plan will be sent to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and Environment for their review and approval. The plan will be subject to
future review and updates as deemed necessary by the Lyndon Township Board of Trustees.

Please feel free to contact the Lyndon Township or myself if you have any comments regarding
this plan.

Thank you for your consideration,

cc. Marc Keezer, Township Supervisor
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APPENDIX F
Public Input Summary

NOTES FROM LYNDON TOWNSHIP OPEN HOUSE

“B2B Trail” connection reconfigured due to easement challenges. North branch on hold for now,
but will most likely be incorporated at a later date
Trail along M 52 will have to cross the road just north of the Pinckney Recreation Area driveway.
South of that driveway, the trail will be on the west side. North of the drive it will be on the east
side.
Construction could start in 2017 or 18; trail would be 10’ wide with 2’ shoulders
Handicapped hunting area proposed for field near Township Hall.
Early plans showed bike trail along M 36. Consensus is that this is a bad idea as much of the road
has no shoulder and the sides are very steep.
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APPENDIX G
Recreation Facility Plans

6" 21AA AGGREGATE BASE COMPACTED TO 98%
OF MAXIMUM DENSITY. REMOVE  ALL VEGETATION
AND TOPSOIL. COMPACT SUBBASE PRIOR TO
PLACING AGGREGATE BASE.

CLEAR

COMPACT THE SUBBASE TO 95% MAX DENSITY
PRIOR TO PLACING AGGREGATE BASE.

2.5" HMA, 13A (275 LBS/SY max)
1.5" HMA, 36A  (165 LBS/SY max)

NOTE: CLEAR ALL VEGETATION TO 2'
EACH SIDE OF TRAIL AND 10' VERTICAL.

 GRASS STRIP
    6:1 MAX  SLOPE
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3' MIN. - 6' MAX
CLEAR ZONE FOR
SIGNS, FENCES,

GUARDRAILS , ETC,
(BOTH SIDES)

ZONE

10' PAVED PATHWAY

SIGN

A
B

C

D

2% MAX. SLOPE

Typical SectionB

GENERAL NOTES:
1. All improvements to incorporate Universal Design
2. Path shall be readily accessible with no entrance fee 24/7.
3. Proposed paved path will provide handicapped hunting access to DNR property.
4. Ten (10) rest areas to include: recycling bin, trash can and recycled plastic bench or

picnic table.
5. New seeding and landscaping will utilize native plants.
6. Bioswales will be provided along the pathway for stormwater management.
7. Project to include interpretive signage in a variety of alternative formats.

C
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Waterloo State
Recreation Area

Pinckney State
Recreation Area
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STA: 185+00 to 202+00A

400' Setback
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M52

Green Lake

Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm

10 foot wide proposed path
14 foot wide proposed boardwalk
Right-of-Way
2-foot clear zone
Proposed retaining wall
Proposed 2-foot contours

State Recreation Areas
(Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources)
Source: Washtenaw County's GIS website
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M52
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Waterloo State
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Green Lake

Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm

10 foot wide proposed path
14 foot wide proposed boardwalk
Right-of-Way
2-foot clear zone
Proposed retaining wall
Proposed 2-foot contours

State Recreation Areas
(Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources)
Source: Washtenaw County's GIS website



Lyndon Township 2017 Recreation Master PlanPage 100 

Waterloo State
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Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm

10 foot wide proposed path
14 foot wide proposed boardwalk
Right-of-Way
2-foot clear zone
Proposed retaining wall
Proposed 2-foot contours

State Recreation Areas
(Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources)
Source: Washtenaw County's GIS website
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Pinckney State
Recreation Area
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State Recreation Areas
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STA: 61+50 to 76+50A
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M52

M52

Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm
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M52

M52

Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm
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State Recreation Areas
(Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources)
Source: Washtenaw County's GIS website
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M52

Existing wetlands
Source: U.S.Fish & Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory, Oct. 2015
www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.htm
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Source: Washtenaw County's GIS website
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