GRIEVANCE DAY DO'S AND DON'TS

New York State's Real Property Law has created the Board of Assessment Review
(BAR). Itistheirjobtoobjectively review your concerns and the Assessor'sdecisions
to make sure every assessment isasaccurate and fair as possible. So, what canyoudoto
be as successful as possible when going before the BAR?

1. DO NOT cometothe board and say "My assessment is waytoo high! I can't
afford the taxes!" As much as they would like to help you out, they can NOT
take that into consideration. Itisall about making sure your property isbeing
assessed at its correct value.

2. Provideevidencesuchaspicturesofareasthatare differentfromwhatone
would expect looking at the property from the road. Remember, the
- Assessor doesnotenter thehomeorbuilding. Theproperty could look like
itisinaverage condition, well maintained fromthe outside. Theassumption
will be that the same applies to the inside. If there is damage, old
kitchens/baths,gutted roomsetc. these willdefinitely affectthe valueof your

property.

3. Make sure the inventory thatison fileiscorrect. Forexample, if you have
demolished anything, it should be removed from the file.

4, Besureall paperwork iscompleted infull. Theassessor's office may NOT do
itforyou. They cannot tell you what to writedown. You musthaveavalue
inmindthatyouarerequesting. - Askingforjustanykindofreduction
WILL NOT WORK. RP-.524 Complaint on Real Property isavailable at the
Assessor's office, town's website at www.grand-island.ny.us or
www.fax.ny.gov.

5. Find other properties that are as similar to yours as possible, with acurrent
lower assessed value or alower sale pricefrom2017,2018,2019. These were
thesales used during the revaluation. Remember to consider the following:
square footage, style of home, year built. Inside amenities do matter butare
not always known,

6. Makesureyourlandisclassified correctly. Thismeansiftherearedesignated
wetlands, they should be classified assuch. Wetlands have alower per acre
value.

GRIEVANCE DAY IS ALWAYS THE FOURTH TUESDAY IN MAY!!!I
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